September 19, 2013

In the event that President Bashir remains
steadfast in his intent to travel to United
Nations headquarters despite these actions,
there are a number of steps that can be
taken to impede his travel. Our diplomatic
corps should encourage countries along
President Bashir’s planned flight path to
refuse landing rights for his aircraft for re-
fueling and restrict access to their airspace.
The U.S. delegation to the United Nations
and Ambassador Samantha Power should
also encourage senior UN officials and dele-
gations from other countries to publicly
refuse to meet with President Bashir or his
delegation. Drawing on the precedent set by
a similar rejection of former Iranian Presi-
dent Ahmadinejad in 2011, our diplomats
could also coordinate a walk-out of the UN
General Assembly session in protest of Presi-
dent Bashir’s presence.

Former President Bush paved the way to
refer the situation in Darfur to the Inter-
national Criminal Court, and your adminis-
tration has increased U.S. cooperation with
the Court, including facilitating the recent
transfer of Bosco Ntaganda to the Hague.
Since the UN Security Council acted under
Chapter VII when urging all states to cooper-
ate with the Court in Resolution 1593, and
the Court has requested U.S. cooperation
with President Bashir’s case in 2009, 2010 and
most recently on September 18, 2013, we ask
that the administration consider the impact
that this trip has on our broader commit-
ment to international justice and account-
ability.

As Americans concerned by the ongoing
atrocities in Sudan, we support your admin-
istration’s thoughtful response to this
unique diplomatic challenge. Along with the
Sudanese diaspora, celebrity activists,
human rights organizations, and student
groups, we will be amplifying these efforts
through our own public activism. The U.S.
government’s continued attention to this
issue will be instrumental in finding a holis-
tic solution to the challenges facing the Su-
danese people.

Sincerely,

George Clooney and Don Cheadle, Not on
Our Watch; Mia Farrow, UNICEF Good-
will Ambassador; John Prendergast
and Omer Ismail, Enough Project; Tom
Andrews, United to End Genocide;
Randy Newcomb, Humanity United;
Amir Osman, Sudan Democracy First
Group; Ted Dagne; Bahar Arabie, Unite
for Darfur; Jimmy Mulla, Voices for
Sudan; Ruth Messinger, American Jew-
ish World Service; Gabriel Stauring,
iActivism; Eric Reeves, Smith College;
Raymond M. Brown, International Jus-
tice Project; Faith McDonnell, Insti-
tute on Religion and Democracy; Mi-
chael Lieb Jeser, Jewish World Watch;
Rabbi David Kaufman, Help Nuba; Eric
Cohen, Act for Sudan; Esther Sprague,
Sudan Unlimited; Sharon Silber, Jews
Against Genocide; Eileen Weiss, New
York Coalition for Sudan; Kimberly
Hollingsworth, Humanity Is Us; Han-
nah Finnie, STAND.

———

HONORING RAFAEL  ‘“CHAPITO”
CHAVARRIA ON HIS YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE PHOENIX MEXI-
CAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Rafael Chavarria on the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

upcoming documentary chronicling his cul-
turally impactful life and career as a musician
in the State of Arizona. Rafael Chavarria was
born in April 1914, in Solomonville, Arizona.

For more than 60 years, Rafael Chavarria,
affectionately known as “Chapito” by all who
know him, contributed his style of music to the
Hispanic community of Phoenix, Arizona, pro-
viding a cultural cohesiveness for Hispanics in
Arizona at a time when many establishments
openly discriminated against them.

Mr. Chavarria’s illustrious career started in
1923 at the tender age of nine years old when
he began playing with his fathers band at
weddings. Mr. Chavarria’s style of music high-
lights the influences of Latin music and Mexi-
can culture that he was exposed to when he
was growing up in East Los Angeles during
the 1930s. Mr. Chavarria’s most important
contribution to the genre was incorporating as-
pects of American swing and the jitterbug to
the tropical rhythms that were popular in Mex-
ico City during the 1940s and ’'50s.

Thanks to Mr. Chavarria’s tireless efforts,
genres of music from the waltz, polka, and bo-
lero to the cha-cha, and rumba, among others,
became popularized in Arizona.

Despite experiencing a childhood full of dis-
crimination and segregation, when the country
went to war in World War Il, Mr. Chavarria,
like many in his generation, served his coun-
try. He was drafted as a firefighter for the
Army Air Corp in 1943 and served in the
South Pacific—eventually earning the Good
Conduct Medal, American Campaign Medal,
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal and the World
War Il Victory Medal for his service.

Through his music, Mr. Chavarria became
one of most important cultural icons for the
State of Arizona, serving as the catalyst that
brought together the Arizona Hispanic commu-
nity—helping to maintain their culture and arts.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Rafael
“Chapito” Chavarria on his documental debut
highlighting his contribution to the vibrant his-
tory of the Hispanic community in Arizona and
ask my colleagues to join me in praising his
commitment to his music, his family, and his
community.

—

PROCLAIMING THE STATE OF NE-
VADA RECOGNIZE CHIEF MAS-
TER SERGEANT KENNETH D.
GRAY’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN
SERVICE IN HONOR OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE UNITED
STATES AIR FORCE ON SEP-
TEMBER 28, 2013

HON. MARK E. AMODEI

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
recognition of the retirement of Chief Master
Sergeant Kenneth D. Gray.

Ken Gray served for 26 years in the Air
Force medical field achieving the rank of Chief
Master Sergeant. During his service, he
served several years overseas including two
tours in Irag. As a decorated officer, he re-
ceived many awards including the Meritorious
Service Award and the Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal.

Ken Gray has always had a mind for public
service and | thank him for his duty to his
community.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask that our colleagues join
me in praising the accomplishments of Chief
Master Sergeant Ken Gray and recognize his
achievements in service to our Nation.

———

HONORING CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
MICHAEL A. NELSON

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 19, 2013

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and pay tribute to Chief Petty Offi-
cer Michael A. Nelson, United States Navy, on
the occasion of his transfer from the U.S.
House of Representatives Liaison Office for
the Department of the Navy’s Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, while serving as Legislative
Chief. I, and many other members of this
chamber have had the pleasure of working
with him over the past four years, and | am
honored to commend Chief Nelson’s achieve-
ments and recognize his service and devotion
to our great nation.

Every day he served in direct support of not
only the Navy's Office of Legislative Affairs,
but every Member of Congress. His keen abili-
ties in organization, interpersonal relation-
ships, and communication were extremely crit-
ical to the successful accomplishment of the
Navy’s Office of Legislative Affairs mission of
serving the U.S. Congress.

While serving in the Liaison office, Chief
Nelson routinely turned broad guidance into
action, which energized the Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs and Members of Congress alike.
His actions allowed the Navy to engage Mem-
bers of Congress and their staffs, directly fa-
cilitating the increased emphasis on improving
congressional relationships.

During Chief Nelson’s tour, he accomplished
the full spectrum of the Navy’s legislative mis-
sion. He exemplified the candor and knowl-
edge that we have come to expect from the
Navy and he played a key role in maintaining
superb relationships between the Navy and
the House of Representatives.

Throughout his tour, Chief Nelson effectively
responded to several thousand congressional
inquiries, many of which gained national level
attention. During his time on Capitol Hill, Chief
Nelson successfully planned, coordinated, and
escorted over 50 international and domestic
congressional and staff delegations. His de-
tailed coordination with foreign government of-
ficials, U.S. State Department, and senior mili-
tary officials ensured that each delegation was
conducted professionally and flawlessly. His
attention to detail and anticipation of require-
ments allowed Representatives to focus on
fact-finding and gleaning new insights to
make informed critical decisions to support the
interests of the people of the United States.
He has made lasting contributions to the
House of Representatives and for that | am
eternally gratefully.

| wish Chief Nelson continued success and
fulfillment as he transitions to his next duty
station. His loyal dedication to duty reflects the
highest standards of Naval Service.
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