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debt limit bills passed between 1978 and 2002
contained amendments not related to the
debt or budget. Only twice—in 1980 and in
1995—did Congress successfully pass amend-
ments opposed by the president. But as
Carter’s defeat shows, Congress has used the
debt limit to repeal a key legislative priority
of a president.

In response, the Obama White House pro-
vided us with information on the negative
impact on the economy during the 2011 debt-
ceiling impasse, but did not comment on the
examples listed above.

THE PINOCCHIO TEST

Clealy, Obama’s sweeping statement does
not stand up to scrutiny, even with his ca-
veat. Time and again, lawmakers have used
the ‘“‘must-pass’ nature of the debt limit to
force changes in unrelated laws. Often, the
effort fails—as the GOP drive to repeal
ObamaCare almost certainly will. But
Kowalcky and LeLoup speculate that one
reason why Congress has not eliminated the
debt limit, despite the political problems it
poses, is because lawmakers enjoy the lever-
age it provides against the executive branch.

There’s an old reporter’s rule that you
want to avoid using the word ‘‘unprece-
dented.” Otherwise, a professor might call or
e-mail the next day to dispute it.

Let’s add this rule for politicians: Never
say ‘‘never.”’

Mr. BLUNT. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I ask consent that the
Senate proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators allowed to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HELIUM STEWARSHIP

AUCTION AMOUNTS ACT

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
rise today to engage my colleagues
Senator WYDEN, Senator MURKOWSKI,
and Senator MORAN in a colloquy re-
garding legislation the Senate adopted
yesterday for the modernization of the
Federal helium reserve. I first would
like to commend the leadership of the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee for their commitment to
this effort and to thank my friend from
Kansas for his partnership in this proc-
ess. I know how long and hard the
Chairman and Ranking Member and
their staffs have worked on this com-
plex piece of legislation, and they de-
serve our appreciation.

I think it is important that we dis-
cuss one of the aspects of the proposed
new auction program. The text before
us today creates an auction and Sec-
tion 6(b)(5)(A) allows the Secretary to
auction less than the statutorily man-
dated amount if the Secretary deter-
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mines the adjustment necessary to
minimize market disruptions. The Sec-
retary may make such adjustments
only after only after submitting a writ-
ten justification to the congressional
committees of jurisdiction. I wish to
ask Chairman WYDEN whether he be-
lieves this provision will be exercised?

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I thank
my friend from Connecticut for his
help in crafting this bill and I appre-
ciate that he has taken the time to
raise this issue. One of the primary
goals in drafting this legislation was to
ensure stability of supply. The Senator
is correct. The Secretary may lower
the amount of helium that is auctioned
if he or she determines the adjustment
is necessary to minimize market dis-
ruptions that pose a threat to the eco-
nomic wellbeing of the United States
and only after submitting a written
justification to Congress. I expect the
Secretary would exercise this provision
if those criteria are met.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I again
wish to thank the Chairman and the
Ranking Member for their tireless ef-
forts and their willingness to work
with us on these important issues. I
yield the Floor to the Senator from
Kansas, Mr. MORAN.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I rise to
echo the Senator from Connecticut’s
comments and to ask the Committee
leaders for one more clarification.

The issue is the definition of ‘‘excess
refining capacity’ and its requirement
that it be made available at commer-
cially reasonable rates as a condition
of continued participation in the sales
and auctions provided for in this legis-
lation. I ask Senator MURKOWSKI if it is
the intent of the legislation that the
BLM consider the economic impacts of
defining ‘‘excess refining capacity”
once the auction level reaches 100% of
the Federal helium reserve.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Yes, it is our ex-
pectation that BLM will consider eco-
nomic impacts throughout the imple-
mentation of this bill and develop reg-
ulations for this and other provisions
in the bill accordingly. I do not antici-
pate that the definition of ‘‘excess re-
fining capacity’ would change over the
course of the law’s implementation,
however. Our intent is to ensure that
refiners with excess refining capacity
make that capacity available at com-
mercially reasonable rates. As the auc-
tion system is phased in, I look forward
to working with my Senate colleagues
and the BLM to ensure that market
disruptions are avoided and American
taxpayers are protected.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I thank
the Committee leadership for their
dedication and cooperation, and I yield
the Floor.

————

REMEMBERING MARYLAND NAVY
YARD VICTIMS

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, the

fatal shooting at the Washington Navy

Yard last week is a senseless tragedy. I

mourn the loss of life and offer my

S7005

prayers to all who have been affected
by this heinous act, especially the fam-
ilies of the victims. Our Navy and their
civilian colleagues work day and night
to protect the American public. An at-
tack on the people tasked with keeping
this Nation safe is unacceptable. I
thank our Federal, State and local first
responders and law enforcement for
swiftly and dutifully responding to this
appalling attack despite the personal
dangers. I thank our dedicated doctors,
nurses, and staff at the MedStar trau-
ma center who helped care for the in-
jured that day.

Today I want to remember the six
Marylanders who died in this terrible
tragedy, and to express my condolences
to their family and friends.

Sylvia Frasier was 53 years old and
lived in Waldorf, MD, in Charles Coun-
ty. She was a computer expert and
served as the enterprise information
assurance manager at Naval Sea Sys-
tems Command. And she worked a sec-
ond job as well, working several eve-
nings a week as a customer service
manager at the Wal-Mart in Waldorf.
The assistant manager at the store
said she often gave co-workers rides
home, and he once asked her, ‘“‘How
come you work a second job?’’ She just
said, ‘I love it. I like working with peo-
ple.””” Her co-worker said that Sylvia
could talk to customers and turn nega-
tives into positives, and that they will
miss seeing her smile and gold-colored
hair at the store. She leaves behind her
two parents and six siblings.

John Roger Johnson was 73 years old
and lived in Derwood, MD, in Mont-
gomery County. He was a civilian con-
tractor and performed environmental
assessments of systems used to located
mines. He also provided support to the
NAVSEA’s Command Information Offi-
cer. He often greeted colleagues with a
“How ya doin’, buddy?”’ He leaves be-
hind a wife and four daughters, and his
11th grandchild is due in November.

Frank Kohler was 50 years old and
lived in Tall Timbers, MD, in St.
Mary’s County. He was a computer sys-
tems specialist. Frank had been the
president of the Rotary Club. He had
earned the nickname of ‘“‘King Oyster”
for his service, and received a crown
and robe, leading the national oyster
shucking competition. He leaves be-
hind a wife and two daughters.

Vishnu Pandit was 61 years old and
lived in North Potomac, MD, in Mont-
gomery County. He was born in Bom-
bay, India, and moved to the United
States in his early 20’s. His family said
in a statement that ‘“‘He took great
pride in being employed by the United
States Navy, which he very proudly
served in various capacities as a civil-
ian for over 25 years. He felt extremely
privileged to have contributed to the
superiority of the U.S. Navy and the
country that he served.” He leaves be-
hind a wife and two sons.

Kenneth Bernard Proctor was 46
years old and lived in Waldorf, MD, in
Charles County. He worked as a civil-
ian utilities foreman, and had worked
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for the Federal Government for over
two decades. His oldest son recently
enlisted in the Army. He leaves behind
his ex-wife and two sons.

Richard Michael Ridgell was 52 years
old and lived in Westminster, MD, in
Carroll County. He was a Maryland
State Police Trooper for nearly two
decades, and spent 3 years working in
Iraq, helping train civilian in local po-
licing. He was known to text his chil-
dren several times a day to check up on
them and tell them he loved them, and
coached his daughters’ softball teams.
He was an avid photographer and loved
taking pictures of his family. He leaves
behind his wife and three daughters.

Mr. President, the tragedy of every
recent mass shooting in America has
underscored the importance of Con-
gress passing sensible, Federal gun
safety legislation. We know that we
won’t be able to stop every tragedy,
but we absolutely can save lives. Ear-
lier this year, some 4 months after the
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary,
there was a glimmer of hope that the
Senate was finally working together on
a bipartisan basis to pass reasonable
background checks for all gun pur-
chases. This effort was fleeting, but it
must be revived.

We must use common sense and act
responsibly. I am sympathetic to the
interests of legitimate hunters and col-
lectors, but we should follow the lead
of states like Maryland and reinstate
the Federal ban on assault weapons
and prohibit high-capacity ammuni-
tion clips. We should enact universal
background checks. We must take
steps to strengthen our mental health
system so that individuals who need
help with mental illness can get appro-
priate help and not have access to hand
guns or other weapons. I know that we
can protect our communities while
still protecting the Constitutional
rights of legitimate hunters and exist-
ing gun owners.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO HELYSE S. TURNER

e Mr. HELLER. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize a dedicated
public servant from my home State of
Nevada, Helyse Turner. For the past
several years, Ms. Turner has served as
the Business and Community Liaison
with the Sierra Nevada Job Corps Cen-
ter. In this capacity, she has contrib-
uted to an organization whose mission
is to assist young Nevadans obtain the
skills they need to become successful
professionals. She has worked closely
with my Reno office and has been a re-
source to them as they work to meet
the needs of my constituents.

Ms. Turner has an impressive record
of public service in both the non-profit
and government sectors. In addition to
her community service while at the Si-
erra Nevada Job Corps Center, she has
assisted the needy by working with the
Food Bank of Northern Nevada, and
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she has helped to responsibly manage
Nevada’s vast public lands while serv-
ing with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. She also volunteers on a number
of local civic boards, including the
local Chamber of Commerce Ambas-
sador program and the Sierra Nevada
Chapter of the Public Relations Soci-
ety of America.

Ms. Turner exemplifies the values of
philanthropy and community service,
and in so doing she has had a profound
impact on many Nevadans. I and my
staff deeply appreciate her dedicated
efforts and her years of service, and I
ask my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing her the best of luck as she begins a
new chapter with Utah’s Clearfield Job
Corps Center. She will be greatly
missed in the Silver State.®

————
TRIBUTE TO JIM RUBRIGHT

e Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I
wish to honor Mr. Jim Rubright, chair-
man and CEO of RockTenn,
headquartered in Norcross, GA, on his
retirement.

Jim came to the paper industry with
a wealth of prior experience in the en-
ergy business, public company manage-
ment and served as a partner in the law
firm of King & Spalding LLP.

Jim was named PaperAge’s Executive
Papermaker of the Year in 2009 and
2012 as well as North American Forest
Products CEO of the Year in 2008 and
2011. He received the first ever Global
CEO of the Year award at the 2009 Pulp
& Paper International, PPI, Awards in
Munich, Germany. Jim is a leader in
the global forest products industry,
and his philosophy is to lead his em-
ployees by example. He focuses on the
importance of corporate -citizenship,
giving generously of time, talent and
funding to take care of the commu-
nities where he lives.

Under Jim’s leadership, RockTenn
has grown to become a highly re-
spected leader in its industry. He has
increased shareholder value eight-fold
with annual dividends of 18.6 percent
for 14 years, and earlier this year led
his company on to the Fortune 500 list
for the first time in its history pri-
marily by engineering large acquisi-
tions. He has grown RockTenn from
$1.3 billion in 1999 to an estimated $9.5
billion this year, with 26,000 employees
whom he is leaving on sound financial
footing even in these tough economic
times.

It is with great pleasure that I recog-
nize Jim Rubright, a dedicated family
man who has also left an incredible leg-
acy in his outstanding career. I have
enjoyed working with him on issues in
Washington over the years and wish
him the best in his retirement.e

——
JOEY’S PARK

e Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
would like to pay tribute to a little boy
named Joey O’Donnell. Joey was a
great kid. Full of energy. Full of
imagination. Smart as a whip.
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Joey suffered from a rare pediatric
disease called cystic fibrosis. The dis-
ease attacks early and it affects the
lungs, pancreas and several other crit-
ical systems of the body.

It is in honor of Joey that I started
the Congressional Cystic Fibrosis Cau-
cus in the House of Representatives.
Joey died in 1986 as a result of his wors-
ening condition. Back then we didn’t
have the amazing life-changing thera-
pies we have now. Today, we have a
novel and life-saving therapy known as
Kalydeco that gives those suffering
from cystic fibrosis and their families
hope. It was developed by Vertex,
headquartered in my home State of
Massachusetts. It is the first and only
FDA approved medication to treat a
particular mutation associated with
cystic fibrosis.

It is in that spirit of hope that I wish
to acknowledge the extraordinary ef-
forts happening today in Belmont, MA
to once again honor Joey. Hundreds of
Vertex employees are volunteering
their time along with hundreds of oth-
ers to rebuild the original ¢Joey’s
Park’ in Belmont.

I congratulate and thank those hun-
dreds of volunteers for building this
fantastic playground, which will in-
spire hope and imagination in all kids.
It will serve as an important place in
the community and is a fitting way to
honor Joey and his spirit.e

ARKANSAS NO KID HUNGRY
CAMPAIGN

e Mr. PRYOR. Madam President, today
I wish to address the serious issue of
childhood hunger in my home State of
Arkansas, and the important work of
the Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance
and the Arkansas No Kid Hungry cam-
paign in addressing this issue.

New data released by the United
States Department of Agriculture on
our Nation’s food insecurity showed
that nearly 20 percent of Arkansas
households struggle to provide ade-
quate food during the year. Today,
more than one in four kids in Arkansas
face hunger. Since 2010 the Arkansas
No Kid Hungry campaign, a partner-
ship between the Arkansas Hunger Re-
lief Alliance under the leadership of
Kathy Webb, the office of Arkansas
Governor Mike Beebe, and other stake-
holders, has been committed to ending
childhood hunger and food insecurity
for families in my State.

Fortunately for Arkansas, the No Kid
Hungry campaign is hard at work to
make sure that kids across the State
have access to the healthy, nutritious
foods they need. Since the No Kid Hun-
gry campaign came to Arkansas, it has
brought 1.2 million additional meals to
kids who need them. They are dedi-
cated to expanding access to school
breakfast, free summer meals, and
afterschool meals. Additionally,
through its Cooking Matters nutrition
education program, the Arkansas No
Kid Hungry campaign empowers fami-
lies with the skills, knowledge, and
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