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serves, the private sector workforce,
and the magnitude of Federal expendi-
tures. Yet Republicans are intent on
making things even more difficult for
Federal workers and their families
across the United States.

Preventing Federal workers from
doing their jobs doesn’t just harm Fed-
eral workers; it harms all Americans
because Federal workers patrol our
borders, make sure our air and water
are clean and our food and drugs are
safe, support our men and women in
uniform and care for our wounded war-
riors, help our manufacturers compete
abroad, discover cures for life-threat-
ening diseases, prosecute criminals and
terrorists, maintain and protect crit-
ical infrastructure, explore the uni-
verse, and make sure Social Security,
Medicare, and other social safety-net
programs are functioning properly.

When Federal workers do their jobs,
they are helping each and every Amer-
ican live a safer and more prosperous
life. And I would argue that what Fed-
eral workers are able to do on behalf of
the American people often redounds to
the benefit of all humankind, whether
we are talking about conducting
ground-breaking basic scientific re-
search or establishing the rule of law.

Our tasks here in Congress are sim-
ple—not easy, perhaps, but simple: we
need to end the shutdown and put fed-
eral workers back on the job; we need
to raise the debt ceiling so we can con-
tinue to pay our bills and maintain the
full faith and credit of the U.S. Govern-
ment; we need to return to regular
order around here and negotiate a com-
prehensive budget deal that spreads the
burden of deficit reduction in a fair
way; and we need to hold Federal work-
ers and their families harmless after
subjecting them to so much harm over
the past several weeks and months.

We need to stop demonizing and
scape-goating and punishing Federal
workers. We need to re-open the gov-
ernment, continue paying our bills, and
replace the sequester with a rational
budget. One of the greatest attributes
of the American character is prag-
matism. Unlike what some other Fed-
eral workers are actually doing, here in
Congress, balancing the budget is not
“rocket science’”. We know the various
options. Former President Lyndon
Johnson was fond of quoting the proph-
et Isaiah: ‘“Come, let us reason to-
gether’” That is what we need to do. We
can acknowledge and respect our dif-
ferences but at the end of the day, the
American people have entrusted us
with governing, with being pragmatic.
Let us do our job so Federal workers
can get back to their jobs.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 264—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY, DOCU-
MENTS, AND REPRESENTATION
IN STATE OF FLORIDA V. LAW-
RENCE, DENNY, & SCARBROUGH

Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself and
Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 264

Whereas, in the cases of State of Florida v.
Lawrence, Case No. 2013-CM-011301, State of
Florida v. Denny, Case No. 2013-CM-011303,
and State of Florida v. Scarbrough, Case No.
2013-CM-011311, pending in the Thirteenth
Judicial Circuit of Hillsborough County
Court in Tampa, Florida, the prosecution has
requested the production of documents and
testimony from an employee in the office of
Senator Marco Rubio;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
an employee of the Senate with respect to
any subpoena, order, or request for testi-
mony relating to his official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate; and

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Ryan Patmintra, an em-
ployee in the Office of Senator Marco Rubio,
and any other employee of that office from
whom relevant evidence may be sought, are
authorized to produce documents and pro-
vide testimony in the cases of State of Florida
v. Lawrence, Denny, & Scarbrough, except
concerning matters for which a privilege
should be asserted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent employees of Senator
Rubio’s office in connection with the produc-
tion of evidence authorized in section one of
this resolution.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Oc-
tober 1, 2013, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Housing Finance Re-
form: Fundamentals of a Functioning
Private Label Mortgage Backed Securi-
ties Market.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources be authorized to meet during

October 1, 2013

the session of the Senate on October 1,
2013, at 9:30 a.m., in room 366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on October 1, 2013, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
AUTHORIZING SENATE LEGAL
COUNSEL

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to S. Res. 264.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 264) to authorize tes-
timony, documents, and representation in
State of Florida v. Lawrence, Denny &
Scarbrough.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Madam President, this
resolution concerns a request for testi-
mony, documents, and representation
in three related criminal actions pend-
ing in Florida State court. In these ac-
tions, protesters have been charged
with trespassing on the Tampa, FL, of-
fice of Senator MARCO RUBIO, and refus-
ing requests by police to leave the
premises. The prosecution has sought
testimony from an employee of the
Senator’s Tampa office who had con-
versations with the protesters on the
day in question. Senator RUBIO would
like to cooperate by providing relevant
testimony and documents from his em-
ployee. This resolution would authorize
that employee, and any other employee
of the Senator’s office from whom rel-
evant testimony may be necessary, to
testify and produce documents in this
action, with representation by the Sen-
ate Legal Counsel.

I ask unanimous consent that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

264) was

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 2, 2013

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until 10:30
a.m., Wednesday, October 2, 2013; that
following the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
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