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Senate 
The Senate met at 10:30 a.m., and was 

called to order by the Honorable BRIAN 
SCHATZ, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Have mercy upon us, O God, and save 

us from the madness. We acknowledge 
our transgressions, our shortcomings, 
our smugness, our selfishness, and our 
pride. Create in us clean hearts, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us. De-
liver us from the hypocrisy of attempt-
ing to sound reasonable while being un-
reasonable. Remove the burdens of 
those who are the collateral damage of 
this government shutdown, trans-
forming negatives into positives as You 
work for the good of those who love 
You. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, October 3, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-

ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE SECOND 
TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, having 
received H.J. Res. 70, 71 and 73 from the 
House, the measures are considered to 
have received their second readings and 
objection to further proceedings is con-
sidered to have been heard for purposes 
of rule XIV. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will be in a 
period of morning business until 2 p.m. 
this afternoon, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes. 
The first hour will be equally divided 
and controlled between the two leaders 
or their designees. The Republicans 
will control the first 30 minutes and 
the majority the second 30 minutes. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, yesterday I 
made the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives JOHN BOEHNER an offer I 
thought he could not refuse, but he did. 
House Republican leaders have de-
manded the Senate join them in a con-
ference committee to work out budget 
differences. That seemed like a good 
idea to me. That is why Democrats yes-
terday asked consent to do exactly 
that, go to conference—on anything. 

You want to talk about spending; you 
want to talk about health care; you 
want to talk about agriculture; you 
want to talk about the post office, it 
does not matter. We are happy to do so. 
Our agreement that we proposed to 
them: whatever you want to talk 
about. 

So I formally offered that, first in a 
letter to the Speaker. I talked to him. 
Then I came to the floor here and reit-
erated the offer. My only condition: 
that the conferees negotiate in the 
light of day while the government is 
open for business. That did not seem 
too unreasonable. 

To my surprise, the Speaker refused 
and the Senate Republicans objected. 
House Republicans truly do not know 
what they want. They cannot take yes 
for an answer. We have agreed to their 
budget number, which we thought 
should be higher. We agreed to that. 
They want to go to conference. We 
agreed to that. But they have had trou-
ble agreeing to anything for quite some 
time now. 

This spring, after years of Repub-
licans loudly longing for a budget 
passed by the Senate, despite already 
having a budget with the force of law, 
we decided: Let’s give them their way. 
We worked hard, led by Senator MUR-
RAY, to have a budget that we com-
pleted after 5 o’clock in the morning. 

We voted on over 100 amendments. 
Then Senate Democrats, following 
what they said—they, the Republicans 
said they wanted, regular order. They 
said: Let’s go to conference to work 
out the differences. They passed their 
budget; we passed ours. Guess what. 
After all of this haranguing about hav-
ing a budget and regular order, they 
decided they did not like that so well. 

It was really very difficult to com-
prehend. When Republicans finally got 
what they said they wanted, it turned 
out they did not want it after all. Yes-
terday, the same story. Republicans 
asked to go to conference on a budget. 
Democrats agreed. Republicans ob-
jected. Those tactics truly are back to 
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