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they came earlier this week to the 
World War II Memorial to see the me-
morial that was built in their honor, 
and they’re faced with Obamacades 
blocking off that memorial. I’m glad 
they stared it down, they didn’t blink, 
and they took that memorial. 

Mr. President, tear down those 
Obamacades. Let our veterans into the 
World War II Memorial. 

f 

FIGHTING ON BEHALF OF THIS 
GREAT COUNTRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MEADOWS) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I come 
here today to speak from the heart of 
a true story that’s happening really 
right now in my district. It’s a story of 
an innkeeper, Bruce O’Connell, who’s 
operated the Pisgah Inn since 1979. It’s 
an inn on the Blue Ridge Parkway, and 
that inn has been operated really at no 
cost to the Federal Government for 
years and years and years. In fact, as 
he operates it, he sends money to the 
Federal Government. So this govern-
ment shutdown shouldn’t have any-
thing to do with the Pisgah Inn. The 
Blue Ridge Parkway is open for busi-
ness. It continues to allow cars to go 
both ways on the parkway. But yet 
what we see is under the direction of 
this administration, the edict has come 
out to close the inn down. 

Yesterday, they had to close it down 
at 6 clock. So I got a call this morning 
from Bruce, and he says Congressman 
MEADOWS, I just want to let you know 
that I’m going to open my inn back up. 

Now I expected to hear all kinds of 
just heartfelt hurt and concern from 
Bruce. But what he said is that you’re 
fighting for the right thing. You’re 
fighting for our future. You’re fighting 
for our children. You’re fighting for 
our grandchildren. And I’m going to 
open back up knowing that the cost of 
this particular thing may cost me a 
business that I’ve had for many, many 
years. But you know, Congressman 
MEADOWS, it is the right thing to do, 
that we must stand together and fight. 
We must make sure that what we do is, 
our voice is heard. So I want to say 
thank you to a patriot who is willing, 
at great cost to himself, stand and 
fight for what he knows is right. 

And I’m going to close with this be-
cause this fight is not a new story. On 
the back of the Delaware quarter is a 
horse and rider. Many people think it’s 
Paul Revere, but indeed it is not. It is 
an unknown or little-known patriot by 
the name of Caesar Rodney. His statue 
is in this very building. It’s on the 
back of a quarter commemorating 
what he did because, actually, he got 
on a horse when the founding of our 
Nation was there, he got on a horse and 
rode through the night, through driv-
ing storms, to arrive in Philadelphia to 
cast the deciding vote that created this 
great country. 

Now why do I share this story? Be-
cause across his face was a green scarf 

that covered a cancer that could be 
best operated on back in England. So 
he knew that by signing that docu-
ment, he potentially was signing his 
death warrant. 

It is that kind of patriotism, Mr. 
Speaker, that we are seeing day in and 
day out. It is exemplified by the men 
and women across this country—World 
War II veterans who have come in and 
crossed a barricade. They fought, and 
many patriots died, for the cause of 
freedom. And I just want to say thank 
you to the patriots across this great 
land that are standing up to fight on 
behalf of this great country. 

f 

FUNDING NATIONAL INSTITUTES 
OF HEALTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) for 41⁄2 
minutes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, as 
we have this debate over opening the 
government, I want to talk about an 
agency that people are not thinking 
about. 

The National Institutes of Health 
started in 1887 in one room, the Public 
Health Service Hospital in Staten Is-
land, New York. It was modeled on 
something that the Germans had been 
doing for a number of years that was 
called the Laboratory of Hygiene. 

In 1891, it came to D.C. 
In 1901, they built the first building. 

The appropriation was $35,000. It was 
for the investigation of infectious and 
contagious diseases. 

In 1912 in St. Louis, 12 kids died when 
they got a diphtheria vaccine that was 
contaminated with tetanus. At that 
point, they decided they would pass the 
Biological Control Act, and that was 
given to the Institutes of Health. Jo-
seph Goldberger, a doctor, discovered 
the cause of the pellagra, which was a 
scourge of the South in this country, a 
dietary deficiency because of bad diet. 
That came from the Institutes of 
Health. 

In 1930, a Senator from Louisiana by 
the name of Ramsdell started the Na-
tional Institute, one, the National In-
stitute of Health. It was to give fellow-
ships to physicians to study problems 
in the health care system. That situa-
tion went on from that day to this day. 

Now they tried to do it in the private 
sector. After the First World War and 
all of the problems of chemical war-
fare, the Congress said let the private 
sector figure out how to do it, and they 
couldn’t do it. They couldn’t find any-
body to finance it, and so they came 
and established the National Institute 
of Health in the government. 

In 1937, they added the National In-
stitute of Cancer. And in 1938, they 
built the first building up in Bethesda, 
Building 6. 

Now until the Second World War, 
they discovered and worked on various 
things, and then the war came, and 
they spent an enormous amount of ef-
fort trying to figure out the health 

problems of this country. People don’t 
realize, 43 percent of the people who 
were inducted or brought forward to be 
inducted into the Army were rejected 
because they were unfit physically. 
The National Institutes of Health went 
to work on that. There were a whole 
variety of issues—diet, teeth, syphilis, 
all kinds of things that were not being 
done in this society, and they did the 
initial research on that. 

In 1946 after the war, they decided 
we’ve got to expand this thing and they 
began creating new Institutes of 
Health. One was arthritis and meta-
bolic diseases. That’s where we started 
working on diabetes. Then they did al-
lergy and infectious disease, which is 
what went on to deal with AIDS. 

In 1970, there were 15 Institutes of 
Health. Today, there are 27. All over 
this country in every university and 
everywhere you look, there are sci-
entists and physicians who are submit-
ting grants to the Institutes of Health 
on issues that affect all of us. It has 
been the practice until very recently 
that one out of five of them is accept-
ed. One is good, four are not so good. 
We’re going to pick the one that’s good 
and put our effort there. We are down 
at the point where we are now doing 6 
out of 100; 6 out of 100. This country 
that boasts about our health care sys-
tem is killing it by this kind of bill, by 
squeezing the National Institutes of 
Health to death. 

Mr. Speaker, bring out a clean bill 
and let’s start up the National Insti-
tutes of Health. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 49 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Dr. Barry Black, Chaplain 

of the United States Senate, Wash-
ington, D.C., offered the following 
prayer: 

Eternal God, today, give our law-
makers the wisdom to do what is right, 
led by You instead of political expedi-
ency. 

Forgive them for the blunders they 
have committed, infusing them with 
the courage to admit and correct mis-
takes. 

Lord, illuminate their minds so that 
they will find a solution to the current 
impasse, embracing Your purposes and 
doing Your will. 

Continue to sustain our law enforce-
ment agents and first responders, in-
spiring us to emulate their patriotism 
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