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Senate 
The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, thank You for the many 

mercies You extend to us each day. 
Lord, we are grateful for our law en-
forcement agents and first responders 
and pray that we may emulate their 
patriotism and self-sacrifice. May we 
go beyond applause in expressing our 
gratitude but make decisions that will 
ensure their timely and fair compensa-
tion. 

Today, give our lawmakers the vision 
and the willingness to see and do Your 
will. Remove from them that stubborn 
pride which imagines itself to be above 
and beyond criticism. Forgive them for 
the blunders they have committed, in-
fusing them with the courage to admit 
and correct mistakes. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business for debate 
only until 2 p.m. with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

DECORUM 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 

the suggestion in the prayer of Admiral 
Black, I want to take a few minutes to 
talk about Senate decorum, Senate 
procedure. This is constructive criti-
cism for the entire Senate and self- 
criticism for me. 

I think we have all here in the Sen-
ate kind of lost the aura of Robert 
Byrd, who was such a stickler for Sen-
ate procedure. I think we have all let 
things get away from us a little bit. 
The Senate is a very special place with 
very particular rules. These rules help 
to keep debate among Senators civil, 
even when we are discussing matters in 
which Senators completely disagree. 

One of those rules concerns how we 
address each other here in the Senate. 
The practice we observe is that when 
Senators speak, they address them-
selves only to the Presiding Officer, 
through the Chair to the Senator from 
Missouri, or whatever the case might 
be. 

When Senators refer to other Sen-
ators—this is something we all have to 
listen to—whether those other Sen-
ators are in the Chamber or not, Sen-
ators must address and refer to each 
other in the third person and through 
the Chair. Thus, Senators should refer 
to the Senator from Vermont or the 
Senator from Illinois or the Senator 
from Nevada or the chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee or the 
President pro tempore or the manager 
of the bill. 

Senators should avoid using other 
Senators’ first names. Senators should 
avoid addressing other Senators di-
rectly as ‘‘you.’’ These rules are a little 
unusual, but they have been in place 
here for a couple of centuries. As peo-
ple would generally talk directly to 
other people if they are in the same 
room with each other, they are a little 
unusual, because that is how we ad-
dress one another. 

But the Senate rules preserve dis-
tance—a little distance, not a lot of 

distance, but distance. So Senators are 
more likely to debate ideas and less 
likely to talk about personalities. I 
think all of us—that is why I said I am 
directing a little self-criticism here. I 
think we all have to understand that 
these rules create a little bit of dis-
tance so Senators are more likely to 
debate ideas and less likely talk about 
personalities. If we do that, we main-
tain more civil decorum as a result. So 
I bring this matter to the attention of 
Senators, because we have fallen out of 
this habit. It has gotten worse the last 
month or so. I will work harder. I hope 
my Senators will work their best to 
maintain these habits of civility and 
decorum going forward. 

The Parliamentarians and Presiding 
Officers have all been directed to make 
sure we do a better job of following the 
basic rules of the Senate. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAPITOL POLICE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, every day 
Members of Congress come to work at 
the U.S. Capitol. I said some of this 
yesterday afternoon, but because of the 
melee, the death and destruction out-
side the Capitol, the sound system did 
not work, so I want to make sure that 
people understand a few things about 
how I feel about the Capitol Police 
force. 

Members of Congress come to work 
here, and we come with 16,000 staff peo-
ple. We are here with millions of tour-
ists every year. These good men and 
women, most of whom are in uniform, 
but not all of them are, are here to 
keep us, members of our staff, and the 
public safe from harm. 

Yesterday’s events were a sobering 
reminder of that fact. I spoke yester-
day afternoon, shortly after the inci-
dent, to Brian Carter, a 23-year veteran 
of the Capitol Police force who was 
hurt during yesterday’s incident. I 
talked to police officers whom I came 
in contact with over the last 16 hours 
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