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to fund the government until Repub-
licans relented and passed a cap-and-
trade bill. Can you imagine. That is
not how our democracy works, it is not
what our Founders envisioned, and it is
not compromise. It is extortion.

It is our job to pass a spending bill
every year. We can fight about how big
that bill is. We can fight about how
small that bill is going to be. But con-
stitutional duty is not optional. Some
are saying there needs to be further
compromise on the spending bill, but it
is clear that sometimes the Republican
House does not know when to declare a
victory. They actually got the spend-
ing levels they asked for. In the inter-
ests of keeping the government open,
the Senate accepted House spending
levels, sequester levels, in our funding
resolution. I do not like those spending
levels. Most Democrats do not support
those spending levels. But we are not
willing to risk the entire economy or
well-being of our constituents just to
get our way.

The bottom line is this: It is time to
reopen the government—no strings at-
tached, no policy riders, and no more
hostage-taking, just a clean funding
bill that stops hurting our public serv-
ants, our communities, and our econ-
omy, a clean funding resolution that
keeps the lights on while we negotiate
over a long-term budget. The Senate
had the votes to pass such a bill, and
we did. The House also has the votes to
pass a clean funding bill, but Speaker
BOEHNER will not bring it to the floor.
He will not put it up for a vote because
the most extreme Members of his cau-
cus want to play hostage politics in-
stead.

It is time to end this. It is time to
drop the hostage politics and simply
pass the one plan that has the votes to
pass both Chambers—a clean funding
bill.

Speaker BOEHNER, let them vote. Let
your Members vote their conscience on
a clean funding resolution. It is your
duty, Mr. Speaker. Just let them vote.
That is all we ask.

I yield.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

——————

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the period of
morning business be extended until 4
p.m. and that all provisions of the pre-
vious order remain in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, my
good friend the Senator from Alabama
has graciously agreed to let us flip the
order, so I am going to now, before he
does, ask unanimous consent that be
done and that it not change the alter-
nating pattern, Republican and Demo-
crat.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise
to talk about an aspect of the tea party
government shutdown that has not got-
ten the attention it deserves. Sadly,
the effects of this tea party shutdown
do not stop at our water’s edge. The
shutdown is putting our national secu-
rity at risk. The senior Senator from
California, the chair of the Intelligence
Committee, has talked to us about how
72 percent of our intelligence employ-
ees are not working. They are not all
useless or laggards or slackers. In fact,
there is a high degree of profes-
sionalism in the CIA, NSA, and like
agencies. To have close to three-quar-
ters of them not on the job puts every
American at risk.

There is another area that is putting
us at risk. We all know that the great-
est threat to our national security and
to that of Israel—or one of the greatest
threats to our national security and
the greatest threat to Israel is a nu-
clear Iran. In order to punish Iran for
their pursuit of nuclear weapons, Re-
publicans and Democrats, in a bipar-
tisan way, led in many instances by
two of my good friends here, the Demo-
cratic senior Senator from New Jersey
Mr. MENENDEZ and the Republican sen-
ior Senator from South Carolina Mr.
GRAHAM—they have come together to
pass tough sanctions that would have a
crippling effect on Iran’s economy, and
this body in a bipartisan way and the
other body in a bipartisan way have
passed those.

Just last week we saw some of the
first results and progress, as President
Ruhani said he was open to talks on
the nuclear program. Iran had been in-
transigent before that. We don’t even
know if they really want to give up nu-
clear weapons or whether this is a
feint, but we certainly know the sanc-
tions are having a dramatic effect.
What has changed Iran’s mind? Have
they suddenly had a change of heart
out of the blue? No. The only thing
that changed their minds is the sanc-
tions, and that is why they are at least
acting differently than they have acted
in the past. Who knows. Hopefully they
may actually do something real if the
sanctions continue. We know that
these tough sanctions are a huge
weight around the ankles of the Ira-
nian economy.

But right now, when Iran feels cor-
nered for the first time, the shutdown
of our government could well take that
pressure off the Iranians, and it comes
at exactly the wrong time. That is be-
cause the shutdown and its concomi-
tant furloughs are preventing us from
fully enforcing the sanctions, allowing
the companies that are trying to do
business with Iran to escape punish-
ment and allowing the Iranian econ-
omy to expand faster than it normally
would have. There are many companies
that try to evade these sanctions, but
the Federal Government has cops on
the beat who have been, by and large,
overwhelmingly successful in making
sure nobody can slip through the
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cracks and do business with Iran. But
now, because of the government shut-
down and furloughs, those offices are
greatly weakened.

Two of the major offices in the Treas-
ury Department that enforce sanc-
tions—the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis and the Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network—have only 30 of
their 345 employees. Let me repeat
that. Two of the most important of-
fices that enforce sanctions have less
than 10 percent of their employees.
Ninety percent-plus are on furlough.
They cannot work.

The Office of Terrorist Financing and
Intelligence—a vital part of our enforc-
ing tough sanctions against Iran—is
usually staffed by 10 people. Right now
they just have one—10 percent.

The Treasury Department’s Office of
Foreign Assets Control—the primary
office responsible for enforcing these
sanctions and punishing those who vio-
late them—is also operating with a
skeleton staff.

Just at a time when we need the
sanctions to continue to bite, this gov-
ernment shutdown is making it a lot
easier for rogue actors to sell oil and
trade with the Iranian regime. We all
know that those who try to avoid sanc-
tions find the weakest place. Now, with
so few of our people on the job because
of the shutdown, it is going to be a lot
easier for them. New sanctions designa-
tions will halt. We will not be able to
investigate sanction violations. We
cannot punish those who have violated
the sanctions. The government shut-
down sends a dramatic and strong sig-
nal to those who seek to violate the
sanctions and give the Iranian regime
hope that they can continue to keep
nuclear weapons. It could not come at
a worse time. The Iranian sanctions
have been our best pressure point, and
the shutdown is letting the pressure off
Iran at exactly the wrong time.

We have seen a pattern over the last
few days, and I have a feeling I know
what the response from the other side
of the aisle—particularly the junior
Senator from Texas—will be. He will
say: OK, Democrats, that is a good
point. Let’s fund the sanctions, and
maybe tomorrow or the next day we
will have a bill on the floor to restore
those offices in the Treasury Depart-
ment. Then maybe we will point out
that the government shutdown is hurt-
ing middle-class students from getting
college loans. Again, that was some-
thing that had bipartisan support.
Then maybe the junior Senator from
Texas or House Republicans will say:
OK. Let’s fund it too. After a while, it
gets a little ridiculous.

The House Republicans, and their
seeming acquiescence to the junior
Senator from Texas, have given the
junior Senator from Texas a veto
power over which parts of the Federal
Government are funded and which are
not. At the request of the junior Sen-
ator from Texas—who has fervently
and passionately said don’t fund the
government unless ObamaCare is
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