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to say: That is not the case. That is not
the facts I have before me. We have
compromised. We have negotiated. In
fact, we have tried for months on this
floor, more than 6 months, to get the
compromise, to get the negotiation to
move this forward. Instead, we find
when we give an inch, they take a
yard.

Today there are some, some in the
other party, suggesting that if they are
not granted a great big wish list, they
will force us to default on our coun-
try’s sovereign debt. We keep hearing
from the other side about the need to
compromise and negotiate. I could not
agree more. The whole way this body is
supposed to work is by following the
rules, following the process, going to
conference, negotiating and achieving
a responsible result.

We have repeatedly solicited Repub-
lican input, accepted Republican
amendments, and made painful com-
promises. Now my message is simple:
We should be following the rules. We
should be following the process of this
body. We should turn on the lights. We
should pay our bills. I would be happy,
honored to continue working with Re-
publican colleagues to find real solu-
tions to our fiscal problems, the way
we are supposed to, in a conference ne-
gotiating over the budget that was
passed here more than 6 months ago.

To the colleagues with whom I share
this Chamber but with whom we have
some differences over why this govern-
ment is shut down today, I hope you
will listen to Master Sergeant DiLuzio
and his family and to the thousands
and thousands of other Americans who
are writing in and calling our offices.
They deserve better. This country de-
serves better. We need to show we can
be the model of democracy that
achieves responsible principled com-
promise.

To my colleagues and my friends in
the other party: Stop Dblocking
progress. Let’s go to conference on the
budget. Let’s negotiate. But, first, let’s
get our folks back to work. Let’s get
the government open. Let’s move for-
ward in a way that honors the best of
our traditions and our rules.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the period for
morning business be extended until 7
p.m., and that all provisions of the pre-
vious order remain in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I want
to add my remarks now for the third
time about this shutdown. I want to
say this is not the way we ought to be
running our government, and enough
ought to be enough.
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For example, as you know, the Sec-
retary of Defense has figured out a way
he can bring back most of the fur-
loughed civilian employees—there may
be a quarter of them who are still on
furlough but most of them—by a law
that passed here that saw most unin-
tended consequences. But there was a
little part of the law where he was able
to bring them back for the national se-
curity and defense of this country.

But there are still gaping holes. For
example, although the active-duty Na-
tional Guard is not furloughed, a lot of
the civilian force and the Reserve force
of the Guard is furloughed.

I just talked to an F-22 pilot of the
Virginia National Guard. He is a long-
time fighter pilot in the U.S. Air
Force, flew F-15s, now F-22s. He has
transitioned to the National Guard,
went to a unit that has the F-22s,
which is the Virginia National Guard.
All of those Reserve National Guard pi-
lots are still coming in and flying, be-
cause we still have to protect the air
defense of this country. They are fly-
ing, but they are not getting paid.
Some of their technicians are there,
still supporting the maintenance of the
aircraft. Some of them are not getting
paid. All of the ancillary support staff
is on furlough.

In this example of the protection of
the national security, in this par-
ticular case providing for our air de-
fense through an Air National Guard
unit, is this the way an air guard unit
ought to be run?

Instead, it is not being run according
to how it should be because of a polit-
ical tantrum by certain people trying
to get their way, instead of allowing
the government to be functioning
through its appropriations.

There is now a salmonella outbreak,
278 cases in 18 States, including my
State of Florida. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control, which monitors at one
time 30 different diseases operating in
this country—now 68 percent of the
Centers for Disease Control employees
have been furloughed. So because of
the salmonella outbreak that has oc-
curred—it may be in the Presiding Offi-
cer’s State as well. I will look it up
afterwards and tell the Presiding Offi-
cer. It is in my State. I know it started
in California, where most of the cases
are.

But had the CDC been there in full
force, instead of 68 percent of them
being laid off, maybe we would not
have had this outbreak, or they may
have been able to spot it and stem it
quickly before it spread to 17 other
States.

I will give you another example:
NASA. This little agency is the one
that has the most people furloughed as
a percentage of the workforce. Now 97
percent of NASA employees are fur-
loughed. Since most of NASA’s work is
done by contractors, without the NASA
supervisors there now, the contractors
are being laid off. You take a place
such as the Presiding Officer’s State of
Ohio, the NASA Glenn Research Cen-
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ter, look at the impact to the people in
that community.

You take a major space center else-
where, such as the Johnson Space Cen-
ter in Houston, the Kennedy Space
Center in my State, look at what it is
doing to the lives of people. But re-
member that we have a mission that is
going to Mars that has a unique, one-
time-in-2-years launch window, start-
ing the middle of November into the
first part of December. If that narrow
3-week launch window is missed be-
cause of the lack of preparation of this
spacecraft to launch, there is not an-
other launch window for 2 years. Be-
cause of that, we were able to get
NASA to recall that team. They are
there continuing to prepare the space-
craft. They are not getting paid. But at
least we are not going to cause all of
the additional delay of 2 years and all
of the additional expense of Kkeeping
that team of scientists together, along
with the staging of the spacecraft for
another 2 years.

There are three examples: the Na-
tional Guard, and the defense of this
country; the salmonella outbreak, be-
cause of the layoffs of the CDC, the
Centers for Disease Control; and NASA.

This should not be. Enough is
enough. The political tantrum ought to
stop. Let us get back to the business of
governing.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from South Dakota is
recognized.

SOUTH DAKOTA BLIZZARD

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
President, I rise to talk about the dev-
astation that has been inflicted on
many in my home State. An early sea-
son snowstorm has dumped 1 foot of
snow and heavy winds on much of west-
ern South Dakota. The thoughts and
prayers of Barbara and I are with those
affected by this disastrous storm.

Communities and residents are wres-
tling with the damage caused by
downed trees, and utility companies
are facing power outages. County, com-
munity, and emergency officials have
shared with my office numerous stories
of volunteers stepping in to help to
transport medicines and oxygen to
residents stranded in their homes.

Neighbors are helping assist each
other with cutting down tree limbs,
snow removal, and getting essential
food items and medical supplies to the
elderly and disabled residents. There
are countless reports of people helping
to move stuck drivers out of snowdrifts
or helping to shovel the roofs and snow
from the home of a senior citizen or
disabled residents. When people are in
need, South Dakotans step up.
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