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The House has passed legislation that
would provide veterans disability, pension
and other benefits if the shutdown is pro-
longed. But the White House has urged law-
makers not to take a piecemeal approach to
continuing government services.

Shinseki made that case as well, saying
it’s not the best solution for veterans. He
noted that even if the VA were fully funded,
some services to veterans would suffer.

He said the Labor Department has largely
shut down its VETS program, which provides
employment and counseling services to vet-
erans. The Small Business Administration
has closed 10 centers focused on helping vet-
erans create and operate businesses. And the
Housing and Urban Development Depart-
ment is not issuing vouchers to newly home-
less vets, though those already receiving the
housing aid will still get it.

White House spokesman Jay Carney said
Wednesday that veterans had done their job
and that it was time for Congress to do its
job.

Mitch McConnell’s spokesman, Don Stew-
art, noted that the senator pushed for a vote
on House-passed legislation that would pro-
tect disability benefits, but Majority Leader
Harry Reid objected.

“Maybe Carney should give him a call,”
Stewart said.

The shutdown has disrupted the generally
bipartisan workings of the veterans commit-
tees in both chambers.

“Do you think Senator Reid doesn’t like
our veterans or the VA in particular?’”’ Rep.
Tim Huelskamp, R-Kan., asked Wednesday.

‘“Personally, I think he very highly values
veterans,” responded Shinseki, the only Cab-
inet member to testify before a congres-
sional committee since the partial shutdown
began. ‘‘As to why we are unable, Congress is
unable to do its business, I will leave to the
members to discuss.”

Meanwhile, some Democrats said a GOP
bill passed last week that would continue to
fund disability payments didn’t include
money for such things as medical or pros-
thetic research and no money to maintain
national cemeteries or various construction
projects.

“I keep hearing the Senate, the Senate. I
put the responsibility directly in the House.
We could pass a clean (continuing resolu-
tion) and you wouldn’t be sitting here,” said
Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla. ‘I don’t blame
the Senate. I thank God for the Senate.”

Miller said there was bipartisan support in
the House for legislation that would fund the
entire Department of Veterans Affairs a full
year in advance so it—so it would not be sub-
ject to end-of-the-year brinkmanship. The
VA had so far not endorsed the effort.

————

OBAMACARE AND OUR NATIONAL
DEBT

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, in the con-
text of the debate that is going on in
the country right now about how we
get our national finances in order, I
think it is very important to remember
that it would be unfair for future gen-
erations of Americans—for our Kkids
and our grandkids—if we raise the debt
ceiling without making the reforms
necessary to get government spending
under control. No one wants to default
on our national debt, but no one should
want to leave mountains of debt to our
future children and grandchildren.
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Congress must continue to focus on
reforming government to avert a na-
tional debt crisis. The President says
ObamaCare shouldn’t be part of the
discussion related to funding the gov-
ernment or to raising the debt limit,
but ObamaCare is fundamentally con-
nected to spending and debt. The Presi-
dent’s signature health care law, after
all, was passed through the reconcili-
ation process, which is reserved exclu-
sively for budget-related bills.

For those who use this special budget
process to now say that it is not budg-
et-related is very cynical. ObamaCare’s
projected cost has more than doubled
since the President originally claimed
it would reduce the deficit. It will cost
this country $2 trillion over the next 10
years. I urge everyone to remember
that ObamaCare is part of the discus-
sion about how we reduce our national
debt.

IN MEMORY OF NEVADA
ASSEMBLYWOMAN PEGGY PIERCE

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor today saddened by the
news that Nevada Assemblywoman
Peggy Pierce has passed away.

She was the staunch liberal con-
science of the Nevada State Legisla-
ture, but she commanded respect from
both sides of the aisle because of her
steadfast belief in her principles, be-
cause she was a hard worker and be-
cause she cared so deeply about the
well-being of her constituents and the
people of Nevada.

I first met Peggy before her time in
the assembly, when she was a fellow or-
ganizer, helping to coordinate rapid re-
sponse for displaced workers in Las
Vegas after the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11. She was as committed to
helping others then as she was in her
tenure in the Nevada State Legisla-
ture.

She succumbed to cancer, but she did
not lose the fight. She put her con-
stituents before herself, and in that
sense, she had always been a true pub-
lic servant.

My thoughts and prayers are with
her family.

You will truly be missed, my friend.

———————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN IN THE
GOLDEN STATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, today, I
will be hosting a number of Members
from my home State of California, a
State in which the population is so di-
verse and in which the culture is so
rich that it is often described as a mi-
crocosm of America.

Every language, every mnationality,
every ethnicity is represented in the
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Golden State—a State that is the 12th-
largest economy in the world. Califor-
nia’s economy is so big that its GDP ri-
vals that of some full-blown, industri-
alized nations, including those of Aus-
tralia, Spain, Mexico, and South Korea.
The economy in California is crucial to
the national economy.

I am here tonight with my colleagues
to speak against the government shut-
down that has been manufactured and
orchestrated by the House Repub-
licans—a shutdown that is harming the
national economy, a shutdown that is
harming the California economy and a
shutdown that is harming the very
communities that we represent.

In my district, the 41st District,
which represents Riverside, Moreno
Valley, Perris, the largest employer is
March Air Reserve Base, with 8,500 peo-
ple working at the base in some capac-
ity. When the shutdown hit, 500 of
these workers were affected by the fur-
loughs. While Congress passed legisla-
tion allowing these employees to go
back to work, roughly 1,000 National
Guardsmen at the base still will not be
able to drill this month and will not re-
ceive pay.

It is not just our servicemembers
who are hurt by this reckless shut-
down. Low-income children in my dis-
trict are suffering, too. The Riverside
County Office of Education receives
Federal funding through the Head
Start program in order to provide
childhood development services and to
promote school readiness for children
under the age of 5. Because of this
shutdown, the county is not able to
draw down their grant money, jeopard-
izing these vital services for nearly
3,500 young children in my county.

About an hour east of my district is
Joshua Tree National Park, where 92
park employees were given furlough
notices. When the shutdown happened,
park rangers were forced to notify
campers that they had to vacate the
park within 48 hours. There are 7,000
people a day who visit Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park, and this shutdown is esti-
mated to cost nearly $8,000 a day.

Not just the park and its employees
are going to suffer; local businesses
will suffer as well. A cafe next to the
park normally has a line out the door.
The other day, the manager reported
that the cafe made only $39. This is a
small business, Mr. Speaker.

We have to end this shutdown, not
just for the furloughed public employ-
ees but for small businesses like that
cafe.

I am very pleased to be joined by sev-
eral of my California colleagues, the
first of whom is from southern Cali-
fornia, the distinguished gentleman,
ALAN LOWENTHAL. He represents the
cities of Long Beach, Garden Grove and
Cypress. He sits on the Foreign Affairs
Committee and the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

I am happy to yield to the gentleman
from California’s 47th District.

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Thank you, Con-
gressman TAKANO.
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