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and the question they are asking the
White House is: Can you hear us now,
and do you understand this frustration
that we feel?

I have got a constituent, Mr. Speak-
er, Diane, who got this letter from her
insurance, Medicare, with these couple
of sentences:

Effective January 1, all plans must be com-
pliant with the new health care law; there-
fore, the insurance company plan you have
now will no longer be available after Decem-
ber 31.

What happened to Diane? A plan that
she liked, a plan that she was satisfied
with as an ll-year cancer survivor, a
plan that she could afford now was
taken away based on ObamaCare, and
she was ‘“‘migrated” into ObamaCare,
and her premium was nearly doubling.

What does Diane have to say about
President Obama’s offer to fix this?
She said this:

I want to see legislation passed to fix this
problem, legislation I can trust. I don’t want
an administrative trust. I don’t trust that to
anyone.

We need to fix this. We need to pass
this legislation.

————
OBAMACARE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the Affordable Care Act, also known as
ObamaCare, needs to be repealed and
replaced with better legislation. There
is no administrative or legislative fix
that will repair this flawed law.

Millions of Americans across the
United States are receiving notices
that their health insurance plans are
being canceled.

Jeff is a constituent of mine in San
Antonio, Texas. His insurance company
sent him a notice informing him that
his current coverage will be canceled
at the end of the year. His new
ObamaCare policy will cost 98 percent
more than his current plan.

After the administration’s announce-
ment today, Jeff and his family may be
able to keep their health care insur-
ance coverage, but only for 1 year, and
at what cost?

We need to replace ObamaCare with
commonsense solutions that lower
costs, expand access to care, and elimi-
nate unfair mandates and penalties.

—————
OBAMACARE

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, the
Americans we are discussing today did
nothing wrong. They purchased insur-
ance before any Federal mandate or-
dered them to. Now they are losing
their insurance.

Katie Rupert is a constituent of
mine. At 33, she was diagnosed with
breast cancer, a sickness that later
spread to her brain. She started radi-
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ation and travels to Houston to see her
oncology specialist. Today, she is a
Stage IV cancer survivor and doing
well, but she knows that this will not
last forever.

Katie had good coverage through her
husband’s workplace but is losing it be-
cause of ObamaCare. What is worse,
she has been told that her doctors are
not covered by her options on the
ObamaCare exchanges. She is a wife, a
mother, an inspiration, and now she is
another example of this law’s collat-
eral damage. That is the impact of
ObamacCare.

We can do better. We have to do bet-
ter. We owe Katie and others like her
at least that much.

——
0 1715

REMOVAL AS CONFEREE AND AP-
POINTMENT OF CONFEREE ON
H.R. 3080, WATER RESOURCES RE-
FORM AND DEVELOPMENT ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, and pursuant to clause 11 of
rule I, the Chair removes the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GRAVES) as a
conferee on H.R. 3080 and appoints the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES)
to fill the vacancy.

The Clerk will notify the Senate of
the change in conferees.

There was no objection.

———

SECOND CHANCE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I am going to change the
tenor a little bit and do a little switch-
ing, although I must confess that there
is not much more important in this
country than trying to make sure that
citizens have access to quality, com-
prehensive health care. And I think
that we are much closer to that than
we have ever been and look forward to
it actually happening.

As I was listening, I was reminded of
something that my father used to tell
us, that if you keep telling yourself the
same thing over and over and over and
over again, you will eventually get to
the point where you believe it.

Being here to do a Special Order,
though, reminds me of my good friend,
Representative Major Owens, who was
famous for doing Special Orders. I re-
member when I first came here that
you could see Representative Major
Owens on the floor late at night, by
himself, talking about education and
the need to make sure it happened. And
I guess the fact that he was a trained
librarian may have had something to
do with that.

So I wanted to just take a moment
and pay tribute to Representative
Major Owens for the tremendous work
that he did on education, and espe-
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cially the work that he did that led to
the creation of something called PBIs,
predominantly black institutions, as a
part of the Higher Education Act.

So, Major, many, many students will
remember your contribution to the de-
velopment of what we know as these 75
or so institutions across the country
that are called predominantly black in-
stitutions, and who now receive special
consideration for funds because of that
designation.

I also, before I delve into my subject,
want to express condolences to the
family of Commissioner Devera Bev-
erly, who passed away earlier this week
and is known as probably the most pro-
found advocate for public housing and
public housing residents in the city of
Chicago and, perhaps, throughout the
Nation, because she has spent more
than 30 years advocating for this popu-
lation group and was a founding mem-
ber of the Public Housing Museum,
which is well on its way to being devel-
oped.

So we express condolences to the
family, friends and associates of Com-
missioner Devera Beverly, who lived in
the Abla Homes in Chicago. That is A-
B-L-A, Abla Homes. But she was a pub-
lic housing resident who advocated to
the point of being selected by the
mayor of the city of Chicago to be a
commissioner of the Chicago Housing
Authority. So we salute you, Ms.
Devera Beverly.

Now I want to talk about something
that is near and dear to my heart, but
it is also near and dear to the hearts of
many, and it is also part of a crisis
that actually exists in our country.

Our country is known for many
things, as it should be. It is one of the,
and perhaps the, wealthiest country on
the face of the Earth. It is one of the
most technologically proficient coun-
tries in the world today. It is one of the
most highly educated countries.

But it also is the country that has
the distinction of having more people
incarcerated, both per capita and in ac-
tual numbers, than any other country
on the face of the Earth. More than 2.3
million people sit, tonight, in our pris-
ons throughout America.

About 750,000 of those come home
every year; and you know, of all the in-
dividuals who are incarcerated, most of
them will come home, or they will go
somewhere. There are numbers of indi-
viduals who do, in fact, die in prison.
They are lifers, and in many instances
they are individuals who have com-
mitted horrible crimes, sadistic crimes,
crimes that suggest they should never
be let out on their own.

But most individuals will return
home, or they will return to some com-
munity; and when they do, what hap-
pens to and with them will often deter-
mine whether or not they remain on
the outside, or how soon they will re-
turn to the inside.

There are some things that we know
about this population. We know that if
they do not receive any help, many of
them, about two-thirds, within a 3-year
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