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JOBS FOR HEROES ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Mrs. BUSTOS) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about a piece of legisla-
tion I will be introducing that will help 
put our brave veterans back to work in 
good-paying jobs in the communities 
across our country. It is called the 
Jobs for Heroes Act—good for vets and 
good for the economy. 

It would extend and expand two tax 
credits for businesses that prioritize 
hiring veterans. Without congressional 
action, both of these tax credits are set 
to expire at the end of the month. The 
time to act is now. 

b 1100 

Last month, I traveled to all corners 
of my district to meet with local vet-
erans to listen to their priorities and 
to their concerns. I also hosted an eco-
nomic summit attended by roughly 200 
people whom I am here to serve. 

This was all about jobs and all about 
the economy, and this is also about our 
veterans. Making sure veterans have 
access to good-paying jobs came up ev-
erywhere I went from Pekin to Peoria, 
Rock Island to Rockford. Literally, ev-
erywhere I went. 

Legislation to help prioritize the hir-
ing of veterans is especially crucial due 
to the high unemployment rate of 
young veterans. Veterans between the 
ages of 18 and 24 have an unemploy-
ment rate of more than 20 percent. 
That is 5 percent higher than non-
veterans of the same age. That is abso-
lutely shameful. 

I hope all Members of Congress will 
join me in supporting my commonsense 
bill to help put veterans back to work 
and to making sure that those who 
have served always remain a priority— 
good for veterans, good for the econ-
omy, and good for America. 
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CONGRATULATING SERGEANT 
MANELLA FOR WINNING ARMY’S 
BEST WARRIOR COMPETITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SWALWELL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today I rise to recognize Ser-
geant First Class Jason Manella, who 
recently won the Non-Commissioned 
Officer of the Year Award last week 
during the Army’s best warrior com-
petition. Jason is from my district in 
Fremont, California, and recently 
moved within my district to Hayward, 
California. 

The Army’s best warrior competition 
is a 3-day event that tests the soldier’s 
physical and mental toughness. Ser-
geant Manella is the first ever reservist 
to win this prestigious Army-wide 
title. 

Sergeant Manella is a member of the 
Reserve’s 445th Civil Affairs Battalion 
based in Mountain View. While serving 
in Afghanistan in 2012, Sergeant 

Manella had his convoy attacked. 
While it was attacked, it left him with 
a traumatic brain injury. 

Sergeant Manella’s story is one of 
hope and the power of resilience. As 
part of Sergeant Manella’s recovery, he 
focused on training for the Army’s Best 
Warrior Competition. 

Back in August of this year, I had the 
opportunity to visit Afghanistan. I was 
able to meet with soldiers, men and 
women, serving from California’s 15th 
Congressional District. Over in Afghan-
istan, I saw firsthand what our men 
and women in the armed services en-
dure each day to make sure that we rid 
Afghanistan as a breeding ground for 
terrorism and make sure that never 
again the United States is attacked 
from enemies created abroad. 

I am very thankful for the service of 
people like Sergeant Manella and those 
I met with while I was in Afghanistan. 
I know that Operation Enduring Free-
dom has led to thousands of Americans 
being wounded who served over in Af-
ghanistan and are healing today back 
home on their own path to recovery. 

Sergeant Manella’s story is truly one 
that is uplifting for every soldier, man 
and woman, who is recovering. 

Congratulations again to Sergeant 
Manella. Your strength, your deter-
mination, and your character is an in-
spiration to thousands of other wound-
ed men and women of our armed serv-
ices. 
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PRESERVE THE CONSTITUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the 
House Judiciary Committee yesterday 
raised the overarching question of our 
generation: Will the American Con-
stitution stand? 

All the laws passed under that Con-
stitution have elaborate enforcement 
mechanisms backed by armed force, 
but the Constitution itself has no such 
enforcement mechanism. It was de-
signed to be internally self-enforcing, 
with the powers of government clearly 
divided among three separate and equal 
branches of government. 

But this self-enforcement mechanism 
can only work when the powers are 
evenly divided, when those who exer-
cise those powers are devoted to the 
Constitution, and when the American 
people insist on it. That is the great 
question for our generation and for 
which we are deeply answerable. Are 
we allowing the Constitution to dis-
integrate before our eyes? 

The Constitution makes very clear 
that only Congress may make laws and 
that the principal responsibility of the 
executive is to take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed. Yet the execu-
tive branch has increasingly asserted 
sweeping powers to unilaterally nullify 
laws that it dislikes, to pick and 
choose who must obey the law and who 
need not, and even to impose entirely 

new laws that Congress has explicitly 
refused to enact. 

James Madison, the father of the 
Constitution, said that its single most 
important feature was giving the legis-
lative and not the executive branch the 
decision of war or peace. Yet the execu-
tive now asserts the authority to at-
tack other nations without congres-
sional authorization. 

The Bill of Rights protects every 
American from retribution for express-
ing their political beliefs; it protects a 
free press from intimidation; it pro-
tects the free and open expression reli-
gious beliefs; it protects the means of 
individuals to protect themselves and 
their freedom; it protects every indi-
vidual from having their records 
searched or their property seized with-
out due process of law. Yet, these fun-
damental rights have been made a 
mockery of by the agents of this ad-
ministration from the IRS to the Jus-
tice Department to the NSA. 

The rot began long before this admin-
istration, but under this administra-
tion it has become a crisis. All this is 
happening, we are told, for the common 
good. Ours wouldn’t be the first civili-
zation to succumb to the siren song of 
a benevolent and all-powerful govern-
ment, but every society that has fallen 
for this lie has awakened one morning 
to discover that the benevolence is 
gone and that the all-powerful govern-
ment is still there. 

Much of the structure of the Amer-
ican Constitution that has preserved 
our liberty for 225 years, that has con-
tained the unwarranted expansion of 
governmental power, and that has pre-
served the natural and individual 
rights of every citizen has been allowed 
to decay. 

The form is still there—the institu-
tions continue to function—but they 
no longer serve their principle role to 
protect the rule of law and the liberty 
of the people. 

Here in this Capitol, we are sur-
rounded by the symbols of the Roman 
Republic. They should be a warning to 
us. The Roman Senate continued to 
exist 400 years after the fall of the Re-
public, but its nature and purpose had 
become empty. 

Chairman GOODLATTE quoted Gibbon 
yesterday, who observed that ‘‘the 
principles of a free Constitution are ir-
revocably lost when the legislative 
power is dominated by the executive.’’ 
That is precisely what is happening. 

The institutions of our American Re-
public continue to operate, but the 
structures within it are rapidly degrad-
ing. In this condition, our Constitution 
is becoming like a rotting porch: we 
can still discern its form and purpose, 
but the structure that gave it strength 
and support is hollowing out through 
years of abuse and neglect until one 
day it will simply collapse. 

The Judiciary Committee hearing 
yesterday was the first step by Con-
gress to assess the harm already done 
and to begin reversing that damage be-
fore it is too late. But I must warn that 
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