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benefits for mass transit and parking. Con-
gress did the sensible thing when it increased 
the commuter benefit cap to $245 per month, 
the same as for parking earlier this year. Un-
less Congress takes action now, however, 
mass transit benefits will decrease by nearly 
50 percent, to $130, while the benefit for park-
ing will increase to $250. However, this bill 
makes federal tax benefits for mass transit 
and parking equal at $250 in 2014. I support 
a permanent equalization of commuter bene-
fits, but given the costs associated with a per-
manent extension, the focus of this bill is on 
a one-year extension of equal benefits. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support the 
legislation. 
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HONORING DONNA HOFFER ON 
HER RETIREMENT FROM THE 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Donna Hoffer as she retires after 
more than thirty years of faithful, dedicated 
service to Southeast Michigan. As she retires 
at the end of this year, I honor and recognize 
her dedication, passion, and hard work in 
service to the Southeast Michigan, and the 
people I have served since 1982. 

In 1982 Monroe County became part of my 
Congressional District. I asked the commu-
nity’s leadership for recommendation of a fine 
and committed civil servant. Donna Hoffer was 
unanimously recommended and she joined the 
staff, managing the Monroe district office for 
29 years. She competently and astutely 
served the community as my representative, in 
addition to handling a complex variety of case-
work including Social Security matters, of 
which she is an expert. When redistricting oc-
curred and I lost Monroe County, Donna 
stayed on, serving well in our Ypsilanti office. 

Donna’s loyalty to the office and steadfast 
dedication in her service to the District has 
stood out through the years, and it has no 
bounds. Just recently, Donna played an instru-
mental role in having a lung transplant denial 
overturned, giving another chance at life to a 
desperate constituent. Donna has been a crit-
ical part of my staff and I am honored that she 
has spent her career serving the people of my 
Congressional District. 

I extend my congratulations and best wishes 
to Donna in her retirement and hope that she 
enjoys the time with her husband, Mick, their 
two children and four grandchildren. I sincerely 
thank her for the loyal years she has given in 
service to Southeast Michigan. She is a dear 
friend and is the kind of public servant who 
brings credit on our Government with her faith-
ful and dedicated effort on the behalf of the 
people we are honored to serve. 

HONORING THE CENTRAL 
CATHOLIC RAMS 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, victories 
on the field are much sweeter when achieved 
by a team, dedicated in unity to achieving its 
goals. This week the Central Catholic Rams 
won the OSAA Class 6A Championship, de-
feating their archrival Jesuit 38–28. It was a 
fitting end to a 14–0 season and showed what 
can be done with teamwork and effort. 

In a truly dominant year, both during the 
regular season and playoffs, the young men of 
Central Catholic, their coaches, and their sup-
porters inspired their fellow students and the 
community through their exemplary actions on 
and off the field. This is a season that can in-
spire great pride as the 2013 Rams join the 
1952 and 1953 championship teams in the 
halls of glory. 

Go Rams! 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
AND DEDICATED SERVICE OF 
MS. DOLORES DUNN 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the service, 
dedication, and accomplishments of Ms. Dolo-
res Dunn, Staff Director for the Subcommittee 
on Health of the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, upon the occasion of her retire-
ment from the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Ms. Dunn graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree from the University of Mary-
land in 1978. In 1981, she began her congres-
sional staff career in the office of the late Con-
gressman Bob Stump, where she worked for 
twenty-two years to serve the citizens of the 
3’’ Congressional District of Arizona. 

In 2003, she joined the staff of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. Due to her 
steadfast commitment to her work and her ex-
pertise in veterans’ health, Ms. Dunn was 
named Staff Director of the Subcommittee on 
Health in 2007. 

For Ms. Dunn—the daughter of an Army 
nurse who served in World War II and the sis-
ter and aunt, respectively, of female combat 
veterans who served in Operation Desert 
Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom—the 
Committee’s work is a personal calling. 

Throughout her tenure on the Committee 
staff, Ms. Dunn faithfully served three different 
Committee Chairmen—CHRIS SMITH, Steve 
Buyer, and myself—as well as countless other 
Members. I know I speak for us all when I say 
that her wise advice and sage counsel was in-
strumental in assisting us in honoring the serv-
ice and sacrifice of America’s servicemem-
bers, veterans, and their families. 

Ms. Dunn was a key contributor in the draft-
ing and passage of landmark pieces of vet-
erans’ health legislation and personally con-
tributed to the creation of policies that con-
tinue to improve the daily lives and ongoing 
well-being of veterans and their families. 

Her skilled leadership and accomplished 
service on behalf of veterans was recognized 
in 2012 when she was awarded the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart Exemplary Service 
Award and an Award of Appreciation from the 
National Association of Veterans’ Research 
and Education Foundations. 

Over a long and multifaceted career of dis-
tinguished service in the halls of Congress, 
Ms. Dunn has been a tireless advocate for the 
interests of American’s veterans and tax-
payers, embodying excellence and commit-
ment in service to her fellow citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
House of Representatives and the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, it gives me 
great pride to honor the selfless service of Ms. 
Dolores Dunn. 

My wife, Vicki, joins me in honoring her for 
her thirty-two consecutive years of exemplary 
service to our Nation, thanking her for her 
unyielding dedication to America’s veterans, 
and wishing her and her husband, Richard, all 
of the best in their future endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATING KAREN 
HEYREND 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 12, 2013 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize Karen Heyrend, 
President of the Ventura County Coastal As-
sociation of Realtors, who has demonstrated a 
personal dedication and commitment in car-
rying out the mission of the Association, which 
is to be the primary source of real estate prod-
ucts and services for its member brokers and 
agents in West Ventura County. 

Under her outstanding leadership during 
2013, Karen has upheld the Association’s pri-
orities of maintaining the highest standards of 
ethical conduct, all while providing a wide 
array of benefits to the Association’s member-
ship of designated brokers, realtors, and affil-
iate members. 

Karen has worked to provide quality service, 
not only to realtor members, but also to their 
clients and customers. Representing the cities 
of Camarillo, Oxnard, Fillmore, Santa Paula, 
Port Hueneme, and Ventura, she has helped 
to strengthen the integrity, competency, and 
professionalism of the Association’s members. 

Karen’s service to the Association goes far 
beyond her term as President. As a member 
of the Ventura County Coastal Association of 
Realtors for the past thirteen years, Karen has 
diligently served on the Association’s Board of 
Directors as President-Elect, Secretary/Treas-
urer and Director. 

As the lead representative of the Associa-
tion, Karen represented its members at the 
National Association of Realtors mid-year 
meetings, where she met with Federal, State 
and local government officials and elected rep-
resentatives. 

Through her work, Karen has demonstrated 
a proud and enduring enthusiasm for the real 
estate profession that she has chosen as her 
life-long career. I want to congratulate Karen 
on her successes and for her tireless dedica-
tion to the Association, both past and present. 

I am pleased to recognize Karen Heyrend 
on her personal and professional accomplish-
ments and exemplary year as President of 
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