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Mayorkas nomination, the Senate pro-
ceed to a period of morning business
for debate only, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
HEINRICH). Is there objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, there will be
two rollcall votes tonight at 11:15 p.m.
on the motion to concur in the House
message to accompany H.R. 3304, the
National Defense Authorization Act,
and cloture on the Mayorkas nomina-
tion. If cloture is invoked there will be
a series of six rollcall votes tomorrow
beginning at about 10 a.m.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business until 10
p.m. and the Senate then resume legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

——

FIRST SESSION OF THE 113TH
CONGRESS REFLECTIONS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as the
first session of the 113th Congress
comes to a close, it is appropriate to
reflect on some of the accomplish-
ments of the year, while acknowl-
edging that so much more could have
been done had Republicans in both the
Senate and the House cooperated. We
have passed some commonsense, good-
government legislation. As chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, I am
proud of the work of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee this year. While there
remains much work to be done, these
accomplishments illustrate what we as
a Congress are capable of when we set
aside partisan politics and put the good
of the American people first.

My first legislative priority at the
beginning of this Congress was to com-
plete our work to improve and reinvig-
orate the Violence Against Women Act,
VAWA. Vermont has been a national
leader in addressing domestic and sex-
ual violence. In Vermont, VAWA fund-
ing has helped the National Network
Against Domestic and Sexual Violence
provide services for more than 7,000
adults and nearly 1,400 children in 2011
alone. The Burlington-based Women
Helping Battered Women and
Middlebury-based WomenSafe have
supported thousands of children and
adults by offering emergency shelter,
transitional housing, counseling, and
legal assistance. These dedicated serv-
ice providers help victims recover from
unspeakable trauma and abuse, but the
need for VAWA remains. Three women
are Killed every day by abusive hus-
bands or boyfriends. In Vermont, 51
percent of all homicides are related to
domestic violence. After months of
work, the Senate came together in the
best tradition of the institution to re-
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authorize VAWA with a strong bipar-
tisan vote. This bill, which I drafted
with Senator MIKE CRAPO, a conserv-
ative Republican from Idaho, proved
that when we put people before politics
there is much we can accomplish. Our
bill was written with the input of sur-
vivors and the advocates who work
with them every day, law enforcement
personnel, judges, and State and local
leaders. It was drafted to meet the real
needs of real victims. Although it faced
early resistance, none of the common-
sense changes it included should have
been controversial. Eventually, the
House listened to the experts in the
field and followed the Senate’s example
and passed this inclusive, lifesaving
legislation. At a time when we face
gridlock and stonewalling on even the
most compelling issues, I was heart-
ened to see that we could find a way to
cut through all of that to help victims
of violence.

I am proud of this new law. As a re-
sult of its passage, for the first time,
VAWA guarantees that all victims can
receive needed services, regardless of
their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity. The Leahy-Crapo Violence
Against Women Reauthorization Act
strengthens protections for vulnerable
immigrant victims. It ensures that col-
leges and universities will do more to
protect students from domestic and
sexual violence. Our reauthorization
also took important new steps to com-
bat the appalling epidemic of domestic
violence on tribal lands and to ensure
that no perpetrators of this terrible
crime are above the law. I was happy to
work with Representative Tom COLE, a
Republican from Oklahoma, to pre-
serve this provision in our bill. I thank
him for his leadership.

To help support the important work
of Vermont’s domestic and sexual vio-
lence advocates, I included all-State
minimum funding allocations in the
VAWA reauthorization, and amended
the definition of rural State to ensure
that Vermont continues to be eligible
for grants under the Rural Grant Pro-
gram, despite the increased population
in Chittenden County. So far in 2013,
Vermont has received $4.5 million in
VAWA grants for victim services and
violence prevention.

The bill that the President signed
also included the Trafficking Victims
Protection Reauthorization Act,
TVPRA, which strengthens effective
programs to help us take on the
scourge of human trafficking, both
here at home and around the world. It
is unacceptable that 150 years after the
Emancipation Proclamation, the evils
of sex trafficking and labor trafficking,
forms of modern-day slavery, still
exist. It has been needlessly difficult,
but I am glad that the Senate adopted
my amendment to add the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act to our Violence
Against Women Reauthorization Act to
address the horrors of human traf-
ficking.

My work across party lines did not
end with passage of VAWA and
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TVPRA. It continued on a number of
other smaller, yet nonetheless impor-
tant, pieces of legislation.

As chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee and the Appropriations
Committee’s Subcommittee on State
Department and Foreign Operations, I
worked with Senators SHAHEEN and
MCcCAIN to obtain a continuation of the
Iraqi Special Immigrant Visa, SIV,
Program, H.R. 3233. Congress created
the program in 2008 to afford some of
the tens of thousands of Iraqis who
served alongside U.S. troops the oppor-
tunity to seek safety and a new begin-
ning in the United States. It was set to
expire at the end of October despite the
fact that after 5 years fewer than 6,000
of the 25,000 available visas had been
distributed to those Iraqis who risked
their lives to be our translators and
our guides. They were a critical re-
source to our troops, helping them
navigate complex cultural, political,
and geographic terrain. Letting the
program expire would have meant leav-
ing many well-deserving Iraqi allies in
danger and undermining American
credibility for decades to come.

Although our initial efforts this fall
to include the extension in the con-
tinuing resolution were blocked, we
were able to work together to honor
our commitment and renew this crit-
ical program by passing bipartisan leg-
islation at the final hour. Among the
many lessons of the Vietnam War is
that we must not abandon those who
risked their lives to help us.

Over the summer, I also worked with
Representatives KLINE and MILLER on
the House Education and Workforce
Committee, and with Ranking Member
GRASSLEY to pass the Missing Chil-
dren’s Assistance Reauthorization Act
of 2013, H.R. 3092. This important meas-
ure ensures that the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children,
NCMEC, can continue its critical and
lifesaving work on behalf of some of
the most vulnerable children in our
communities. Congress has now re-
newed its obligation to support vital
efforts to locate missing children and
to protect all children from being vic-
timized by predators.

The National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children was first launched
nearly three decades ago. In that time,
NCMEC has helped law enforcement in
the recovery of more than 188,000 miss-
ing children through the use of a 24-
hour hotline, a national child pornog-
raphy tipline, and a cyber tipline, as
well as the circulation of millions of
photographs used to help track and
identify missing children. The bill
passed by Congress in September ex-
tends the program another five years.

The U.S. Parole Commission is an
important public safety entity respon-
sible for granting or denying parole for
Federal and District of Columbia pris-
oners sentenced before parole was abol-
ished. It also has jurisdiction over
more recent DC offenders who are on
supervised release from prison. The
Commission’s charter was set to expire
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