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to Mr. Assad, but you now see al 
Qaeda-related forces overpowering 
moderate opposition to Assad. You see 
that because of America’s foreign pol-
icy, which said we supported the Free 
Syrian Army but, in reality, has not 
supported the Free Syrian Army. 

If you look in Egypt, you see the 
Egyptian people stand up and say, We 
don’t want to have one dictator re-
placed by another. We don’t want the 
Muslim Brotherhood to run our coun-
try and change our constitution. 

But we have no idea where the Presi-
dent is at on this. We have taken a 
very important ally in the Middle East 
and basically told them we are not in-
terested in their future. 

Look at the instability in Lebanon 
and the questions with the people of 
Afghanistan about what is going to 
happen post-2014, as America com-
mitted to defeating al Qaeda and de-
feating the Taliban. I could go on and 
on. Look at the deal we have with Iran, 
basically giving Iran the option of con-
tinuing to enrich uranium. 

Mr. Speaker, 5 years ago, I could not 
have written a sadder story about 
where American foreign policy could 
be. What I see now in the United States 
is that our allies no longer trust us and 
our enemies no longer fear us. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States needs 
to use limited air power in Iraq to push 
al Qaeda back out of Iraq. We need 
strong intelligence assets to work with 
the government of al-Maliki to ensure 
al Qaeda has no foothold in Iraq again. 

It is not too late to reverse the tragic 
foreign policy consequences and what 
we have seen in the Middle East. But, 
Mr. Speaker, this has to be done today. 
This has to be done now. 

Americans have sacrificed blood for a 
free Iraq and a free Afghanistan, and 
we cannot let that sacrifice be in vain. 
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OPPOSITION TO UNESCO FUNDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to call attention to and 
stand in unyielding opposition to the 
latest push by the administration and 
some in Congress to subvert U.S. law 
that prohibits the United States from 
funding any agency at the United Na-
tions that admits a nonexistent state 
of Palestine to its membership. 

When UNESCO opted to grant Pal-
estine membership to its ranks in Oc-
tober of 2011, it did so knowing full well 
that U.S. law was obligated to cut off 
its funding. And they did it anyway. 

However, now the Obama administra-
tion is making a full-out push to not 
only restore funding to UNESCO, 
which will cost the U.S. taxpayer near-
ly $80 million a year—think of $80 mil-
lion of your hard-earned taxpayer dol-
lars going to this U.N. institution. But 
it is not only $80 million this year, it is 
to pay nearly $250 million that we owe 
in arrears because the administration 

decided to remain in UNESCO. We 
could have opted to pull out of that 
disgraceful body and not have any late 
fees, but now it is $80 million to get in 
and $250 million for the late fees. 

Remember, this is the same U.N. that 
allows to sit on its human rights com-
mittee regimes such as Cuba, China, 
Venezuela, and Syria—yes, Syria, 
where the Assad regime has been re-
sponsible for the deaths of over 130,000 
people during its tenure on the Human 
Rights Committee. These nations are 
human rights violators. They do a dis-
service to UNESCO, whose stated mis-
sion of peace through solidarity and 
the protection of basic freedoms is not 
being upheld. But what they really do 
well is push the strong anti-U.S. and 
anti-Israel agenda at UNESCO. 
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Let’s be honest: that is why they re-
main in their positions. 

Mr. Speaker, we must not equivo-
cate. We must not mince words. We 
will not sit blithely by while some try 
to circumvent or undermine these laws 
to, once again, fund UNESCO. No. 

Giving the administration the au-
thority it seeks to fund UNESCO would 
not only set a dangerous precedent by 
showing those with an anti-Israel agen-
da at the U.N. that the U.S. does not 
have the courage of its convictions, nor 
the fortitude to enforce our own laws, 
but it would also give the green light 
to the rest of the bodies at the U.N. to 
follow UNESCO’s lead, to admit Pal-
estine, thereby granting it de facto rec-
ognition to a non-existent state. 

This is a way for the PLO and its col-
laborators at the U.N. to use that body 
to gain statehood without having to 
first come to an agreement with Israel 
over the conflict. 

A vote to fund UNESCO in this body 
is a vote to undermine the peace proc-
ess and any hope of resolving this 
issue. To my colleagues, I would say 
that you must not fall for the latest 
bamboozle trick that UNESCO is push-
ing by playing on your soft spots. 

What are they going to do? 
UNESCO’s going to come to some of 

us and promise to highlight the great 
buildings in our districts, the monu-
ments in our districts, the cultural 
sites in our districts, and say they will 
designate them world heritage sites. 
We will bestow upon them official 
UNESCO designation of a heritage site. 

Just how gullible does UNESCO 
think Members of Congress are? 

I think we will soon see. They want 
us to ignore U.S. law so that we can re-
store funding to UNESCO so that 
UNESCO can give us some of our own 
U.S. taxpayer dollars back. 

I implore my colleagues, please don’t 
do this. Stand up for American prin-
ciple. Stand up for U.S. law. Don’t 
waste the hard-earned dollars of your 
constituents on an anti-American in-
stitution. 

UNESCO knew what fate awaited it 
when it admitted Palestine, and now it 
must reap what it sowed, or it must re-

verse its decision. It is easy. The choice 
is, as it has always been, UNESCO’s to 
make. 

This is not just about principles. This 
is about convenience. UNESCO’s bet-
ting that we only stand with Israel 
when it is convenient. 

UNESCO turned its back on Israel 
and the peace process. All UNESCO 
wants is our cash, our constituents’ 
cash, and then it will continue to pur-
sue its anti-U.S., anti-Israel agenda. 

Do you seriously think that your 
constituents want millions of their 
money to go to an agency at the cor-
rupt U.N. that works against every-
thing we try to do, to hurt our closest 
friend and ally, the democratic Jewish 
State of Israel? 

I don’t think so. We are better than 
that, Mr. Speaker. So I urge my col-
leagues to stand firm and do the right 
thing. No waiver, no flexibility, no 
change to U.S. law, no funding for 
UNESCO. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE DENIERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the arc-
tic vortex blast coincides with the re-
turn of Congress to Washington, D.C.; 
wind chills well below zero. 

Now, no surprise, a number of my Re-
publican colleagues who are dyed-in- 
the-wool climate change deniers, and 
some of the blathering idiots on talk 
shows said, Whoa, look at this. Arctic 
vortex proves that there is no climate 
change; there is no global warming. It 
is all a hoax. 

Well, I would like to begin this new 
year with a little optimism, and hope 
Congress will take on big challenges, 
some of the biggest challenges of our 
time, including climate change, but 
the bizarre theories of the climate 
change deniers, and the excuses they 
will use, probably preclude that. 

Now, given the overwhelming sci-
entific consensus that climate change 
will spur more extreme weather events, 
yes, including record cold and arctic 
vortexes, with shifts in the jet stream, 
and droughts and a whole host of other 
things—we had about the driest year 
on record in the Western U.S. this 
year, in Oregon and California. 

This is a serious challenge. Unfortu-
nately, as I said earlier, this Congress, 
because of denial, is pretty much in-
capable of dealing with this challenge. 

Luckily, we do have an alternative, 
and that is the President’s Climate Ac-
tion Plan, and the fact that the EPA 
has been found to have the authority 
by the Supreme Court of the United 
States to regulate carbon emissions as 
pollution. Following through on the 
President’s Climate Action Plan is 
critical to show the rest of the world 
that the United States can again lead 
on this issue, and we are serious about 
it, and use that leverage to bring other 
countries into line. 

Now, the EU and others are dealing 
with it, but there is total denial in 
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