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of last year. Just 3 days after Christ-
mas, 1.3 million Americans, including
over 1,000 Granite Staters, were cut off
from their benefits. Each week of con-
gressional inaction, as many as 150 ad-
ditional Granite Staters will lose ac-
cess to benefits.

This compensation provides a critical
lifeline to Granite Staters and other
Americans who are struggling to find
work.

This includes my constituent Lois
Little, a teacher who wrote to me from
Colebrook, New Hampshire. At the end
of the last school year, Lois lost her
job after teaching for 29 years because
of falling enrollment in her rural
school district. Over the last few
months, she has applied to over 100
jobs, without any luck.

Her savings have been exhausted, un-
employment benefits are now her only
source of income, and she is worried
about whether she can keep her home.

Let’s come together and give Lois a
chance. Let’s renew Emergency Unem-
ployment Compensation today.

———

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
WAR ON POVERTY

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to recognize the success
and legacy of the war on poverty. The
war on poverty, proposed 50 years ago
today in this Chamber by then-Presi-
dent and fellow Texan, Lyndon John-
son, paved the way towards the enact-
ment of many of our Nation’s most
popular and significant Federal pro-
grams, including Medicare, Medicaid,
food stamps, Head Start.

These programs, along with Social
Security, unemployment insurance,
and now the Affordable Care Act, form
America’s social safety net, which has
protected millions of our Nation’s chil-
dren, working adults and elderly from
falling into poverty.

Less than 2 weeks ago, through the
inaction of this House, 1.3 million
Americans, including 65,000 Texans,
saw their unemployment insurance dis-
appear. This number will grow to over
3 million in the coming months if ac-
tion is not taken. This vital lifeline is
essential for millions of our fellow
Americans who are out of work and
struggling to make ends meet.

The 50th anniversary of President
Johnson’s speech is the perfect oppor-
tunity for Congress to show its support
for those less fortunate, and I call on
this Chamber to bring the legislation
to renew Emergency Unemployment
today.

——
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PASS UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
NOW

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, when
Lyndon Baines Johnson came before
this House and this Nation to say that
the United States, the richest country
in the history of the world, should not
have people living in squalor and in
poverty, shouldn’t have seniors eating
dog food, shouldn’t have poor kids liv-
ing with no chance of a better life, he
did what this Nation really is all
about. He really lived up to the true
meaning of ‘‘liberty and justice for
all,” and he made those words real
when, for so many years, they had not
been real.

And yet those programs which lifted
millions of Americans out of poverty,
that war on poverty which lifted so
many out and gave so many people a
chance, after about 10 years, there be-
came a war on the war on poverty.

Now the latest battle in the war on
the war on poverty, what took place on
December 28, 2013, this House refused
to extend unemployment insurance for
1.3 million Americans. This is no way
to uphold the great legacy of the war
on poverty. Let’s pass unemployment
insurance. Let’s do it now.

——
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today with many Members to
mark President Lyndon Baines John-
son’s 1964 State of the Union Address.

Let me first take a moment to thank
Leader PELOSI; our whip, STENY HOYER;
and the chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Congresswoman MARCIA
FUDGE, for their tremendous leadership
in leading our agenda for economic jus-
tice and for jobs.

This is truly a historic day in our
fight to provide every American with a
pathway out of poverty. This morning,
we were joined here at the Capitol by
Linda Johnson Robb, President Lyndon
Baines Johnson and Lady Bird John-
son’s eldest daughter, to mark the 50th
anniversary of her father’s State of the
Union speech in which he declared an
unconditional war on poverty. At the
time of his speech, the Nation’s supple-
mental poverty rate was approximately
26 percent; 36 percent of low-income
households struggled with food insecu-
rity; and more than a third of Amer-
ican seniors were living in poverty.

And let me tell you, President John-
son got it. He recognized in his speech
that poverty is a national problem re-
quiring national organization and sup-
port. He knew that in a great society it
is absolutely essential that we
prioritize investments that 1lift mil-
lions out of poverty. As a result of his
vision, his daughter reminded us this
morning of the bipartisan and bi-
cameral effort that followed, bench-
mark antipoverty legislation passed
during the Johnson administration, in-
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cluding—and I want to remind every-
one of these major initiatives that
have significantly changed the lives of
millions of Americans—the Civil
Rights Act, the Urban Mass Transpor-
tation Act, the Criminal Justice Act,
the Food Stamp Act, the Older Ameri-
cans Act, Social Security amendments,
the Voting Rights Act, the Housing and
Urban Development Act, the Public
Works and Economic Development Act,
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development Act, the Amendment to
the Immigration and Nationality Act,
the Higher Education Act, the Child
Nutrition Act, the Child Protection
Act, and the National School Lunch
Act, in addition to Head Start, Job
Corps, of course food stamps, now
known as SNAP, Medicare, Medicaid,
and Social Security.

The result of these policies and pro-
grams are undeniable. The poverty rate
was cut nearly in half by the mid-1970s.
They even had a personal impact on
many of us here, a personal impact on
me, providing a critical bridge over
troubled waters when I was a single
mother in the seventies, trying to raise
two boys and go to college. And I am
forever grateful to the American peo-
ple for being there for me when I need-
ed them.

And we know that today, 50 years
later, these critical antipoverty pro-
grams continue to provide that support
for vulnerable Americans and people
living on the edge. Today, the Nation’s
supplemental poverty rate is now 16
percent, well below what it was in 1964.
The programs put in place after the
war on poverty, they work. They create
economic security, return people to
their dignity, and provide opportuni-
ties for Americans to lift themselves
out of poverty.

According to a report released by the
Center for American Progress yester-
day, without the safety net initiated as
a part of the war on poverty, ‘‘poverty
rates today would be nearly double
what they currently are.” And I will
now insert that report into the
RECORD.

[From americanprogress.org, Jan. 7, 2014]
KEY FINDINGS FROM OUR NEW NATIONAL POLL

One-quarter to one-third of Americans, and
even higher percentages of Millennials and
people of color, continue to experience direct
economic hardship. Sixty-one percent of
Americans say their family’s income is fall-
ing behind the cost of living, compared to
just 8 percent who feel they are getting
ahead and 29 percent who feel they are stay-
ing even. Twenty-five percent to 34 percent
of Americans report serious problems falling
behind in rent, mortgage, or utilities pay-
ments or being unable to buy enough food,
afford necessary medical care, or keep up
with minimum credit card payments. While
these numbers have somewhat retreated over
the last five years, they are still shockingly
high, and the disparities across demographic
groups underscore how uneven the current
recovery has been.

A majority of Americans have a direct per-
sonal connection to poverty. Fifty-four per-
cent of Americans say that someone in their
immediate or extended families is poor, a
figure that has actually increased 2 points
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