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administration, his phenomenal record in per-
sonal rehabilitation, and his work history in the 
grocery business, officials decided that he 
needed no more training, but could learn the 
program in his own location. He spent two 
years in that facility, mastering the business 
and improving his techniques. Then during the 
next several years he moved to better loca-
tions. 

In 1992 Mr. Gleese bid on an excellent facil-
ity for his business and was denied the bid, 
then he appealed the decision, which eventu-
ally came down, but did not give him personal 
redress. The incident did correct unfair prac-
tices that had plagued many vendors in Mis-
sissippi for years. In April of 1994 Mr. Gleese, 
with the help of his wife, Mrs. Vanessa 
Gleese, became the manager of one of the 
largest food service operations in the state- 
vending program. 

Mr. Gleese has always been active in the 
Missionary Baptist Church. From 1973 to 1990 
he taught the adult Sunday school class in his 
own church, and in 1980 he became a dea-
con. He was ordained to the ministry in No-
vember of 1992 and is now senior associate 
minister at the College Hill Baptist Church. 

In 1992 Mr. Gleese was first elected to the 
board of directors of the National Federation 
of the Blind, where he continues to serve with 
distinction. He has dedicated his life to edu-
cating the public, blind and sighted alike, 
about the abilities of blind people. 

In August of 2001 Mr. Gleese accepted a 
position as an Independent Living Specialist 
with LIFE (Living Independence for Everyone) 
of central Mississippi. This position provided 
opportunities to work with adolescents with 
special health care needs in Mississippi be-
tween the ages of fourteen and twenty-one. In 
January of 2002 Mr. Gleese became the state-
wide project director for the Healthy Futures 
grants. This position enhances Mr. Gleese’s 
opportunity to serve all adolescents with spe-
cial health care needs, including blind people. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Sam Gleese for his dedica-
tion to serving others and giving back to the 
community he grew up in. 
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to in-
vite Members of this House to join me in con-
gratulating Chris Yenrick of Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina on his recent election as Chair-
man of the National Lumber and Building Ma-
terial Dealers Association. Chris is a con-
stituent of mine, and is president of Smith 
Phillips Building Supply, an establishment 
proudly serving Winston-Salem, North Caro-
lina since 1880. Chris’s service to the commu-
nity goes beyond that work; he is a Den Lead-
er with the Boy Scouts of America and a 
member of Knollwood Baptist Church. He has 
also served our country in the United States 
Army. 

Smith Phillips has been a leading building 
supply center in the Triad for over 130 years. 
As its president, Chris Yenrick has provided 
strong leadership, evidenced by his receipt of 
the ‘‘Grassroots Dealer of the Year’’ award in 

2011 from NLBMDA. He has been engaged 
actively at the federal level through leadership 
positions with the NLBMDA and regionally with 
the Southern Building Material Association, 
culminating in his recent election as Chairman 
of the Board of Directors. 

As the NLBMDA’s Chairman, Chris will be 
leading an organization founded in 1917, with 
over 6,000 members operating single or mul-
tiple lumber yards and component plants serv-
ing homebuilders, subcontractors, general 
contractors, and consumers. The association 
provides vital input to policymakers and effec-
tively represents its members’ interests at all 
levels and branches of government. Chris will 
be an outstanding leader of those efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, today I recognize and con-
gratulate Chris Yenrick for his service to our 
community and country and for his dedication 
to an industry that’s creating jobs and oppor-
tunity. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of a Veteran, Staff 
SGT Tommie Jackson, of the United States 
Army. 

Staff SGT Tommie Jackson was born April 
3, 1942 in Copiah County to French and Bes-
sie Jackson. He is the youngest of 12. 

Staff SGT Jackson is a member of Brushy 
Creek Missionary Church where he grew up in 
the small community of Brushy Creek located 
in Copiah County. 

Staff SGT Jackson married Anna R. Jack-
son and they have four (4) children: James, 
French, David and Antoinita Jackson. 

Staff SGT Jackson attended William Henry 
Holtzclaw School located in Crystal Springs, 
MS. He graduated and attended Utica Junior 
College, Hinds Community College and Mili-
tary Police Academy. 

Staff SGT Jackson joined the United States 
Army in 1965, He was stationed in Colorado 
Springs, CO. His duties there were Special 
Services and Drill Sgt. Some of the Courses 
he took while in service are: ATP 21–114, 
Code of conduct, COURSE-A NON JUD Pun-
ishment, and COURSE—B Mil Just, Geneva 
Convention. He served in Vietnam for one 
year, four months and twenty seven days. 

Staff SGT Jackson came from Vietnam in 
1968, earned the rank of SGT (P) E5 and 
joined the National Guard where he remained 
until retirement as Staff SGT making a total of 
over 24 years of dedicated service to his 
country. 

Some of the medals and ribbons received 
while serving are: Good Conduct, Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal, 
Republic of Vietnam Service Medal and Re-
public of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing a dynamic and dedicated Vet-
eran, Staff SGT Tommie Jackson. 
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Mesa Mead-
ows Land Company and Patrick Foss for re-
ceiving the Greater Golden Chamber of Com-
merce Business of the Year Award. 

This award is given to an outstanding 
Chamber of Commerce business member who 
contributed substantially to the Chamber of 
Commerce and the community. 

Henry Foss and his wife Dorothy, moved to 
Golden to open up Foss Drug in 1913. 
Henry’s wish was to keep Foss Drug running 
as a legacy for his son. The Foss Drug Store, 
also known as The Foss General Store, 
closed its doors in 2007. 

In the summer of 2013 a celebration was 
held to celebrate the 100th year of the Foss 
Building. The totally renovated facility is now 
the home to 12 small businesses. The build-
ing, now known as the Mesa Meadows Land 
Company, is still owned by the Foss family. 

‘‘We are still here, still pitching for Golden 
and still doing all we can to keep the retail dis-
trict strong down here,’’ says Patrick Foss, 
owner of Mesa Meadows Land Company. 
‘‘Our intention is to keep this going as long as 
we can be a vital part of Golden’’. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Mesa Meadows Land Company and Patrick 
Foss for this well deserved recognition by the 
Greater Golden Chamber of Commerce. 
Thank you for your continued commitment to 
the Golden community. 
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to honor 
Mr. James Richardson on the occasion of his 
110th birthday. 

Mr. Richardson was born January 2, 1904, 
in Eufaula, Alabama. He is the oldest of 11 
siblings. Mr. Richardson spent his early years 
behind a plow on his father’s farm. As he got 
older, he learned to drive a tractor to plow the 
fields. 

Mr. Richardson has two sons. He currently 
lives at Parkwood Health Care Facility in 
Phenix City, where he remains happy and 
healthy. He takes no medications, and he 
even has a daily exercise regimen. He states 
attitude is everything, and he tells everyone 
around him to treat everybody right. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
Mr. James Richardson’s 110th birthday. 110 
years of life is something we all can aspire to, 
and I am so honored to have Mr. Richardson 
residing in Alabama’s Third Congressional 
District. 
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