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Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, Dana Haverman from my home
State of Florida is frightened.

Despite the fact that she got her first
job at age 15, despite the fact that she
worked continuously her entire adult
life, despite the fact that at age 60 she
lost a long-time job because of this
country’s economic downturn, despite
the fact that she has been looking for
a job every day and has not found one,
despite all these facts, this Congress
has failed to extend emergency unem-
ployment insurance that would give
her and thousands of Floridians a little
bit of help in paying their electricity
and water bills until they find their
next job.

Mr. Speaker, let us vote today to ex-
tend relief deserved by America’s job
seekers.

Mr. Speaker, Dana Haverman from
my home State of Florida is fright-
ened.

———

EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION EXTENSION ACT

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
I and a number of our colleagues in the
House asked for unanimous consent to
bring up H.R. 3824, the Emergency Un-
employment Compensation Extension
Act, for a simple up or down vote. Time
and time again, we were denied that
simple vote.

Mr. Speaker, poll after poll shows us
that Independents, Republicans, and
Democrats support at least a 3-month
extension of unemployment insurance.
We continue to be in dereliction of our
duty every day we let this critical life-
line to our long-term jobless friends
and neighbors expire.

Last week, I met with two New York-
ers from my district who paid into this
program for years, and they are
shocked, as am I, Mr. Speaker, that
elected officials in Washington con-
tinue to sit idly by without supporting
them.

A simple up or down vote, that is all
we are asking for, Mr. Speaker. Let’s
pass this critical lifeline; let’s do what
is fair and just; and let’s get back to
the business of growing jobs and our
economy.

———
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SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to be a part of the Safe Climate
Caucus and to speak on the urgent
need to take action on climate change.

The effects of climate change are un-
deniable, and their consequences are
unavoidable without action, which
means action by Congress.
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In my home State of Wisconsin,
farmers could face more pests and
widespread disease from higher humid-
ity and warmer winter temperatures.
Ice fishermen are already mnoticing
fewer days they can be out on our ice-
covered lakes. By 20565, winters in Wis-
consin are expected to be 7 to 9 degrees
warmer, and by the middle of the cen-
tury, extreme heat in Wisconsin, which
is responsible for more deaths in my
State than any other natural disaster
combined, will be more prevalent, with
up to a month more of 90-degree-plus
days.

These types of dramatic shifts must
be met with equally big changes in our
behaviors. We must continue to push
for alternatives to fossil fuels like oil
and coal. We must reduce our emis-
sions and accurately assess their true
costs, and we must boost our energy ef-
ficiency by investing in clean energy
manufacturing for our environment
and for our jobs.

———

SYRIA

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
as one of two congressional representa-
tives to the United Nations, I rise to
recognize and talk about the continued
human suffering in Syria.

According to the United Nations,
there are over 2 million registered refu-
gees from Syria, including 1.4 million
children. Last September, the United
Nations Security Council urged Syria
to take immediate steps to grant aid
organizations full access to conduct re-
lief operations. Yet, today, there are
reports that the government continues
to block aid to victims desperately in
need of relief, causing needless hunger
and suffering among Syria’s civilian
populations. These actions are not just
an offense against our conscience; they
are also offenses against international
law and United Nations’ obligations.

As world leaders gather next week in
pursuit of a political solution, we must
hold all parties to the Syrian conflict
accountable and find a negotiated set-
tlement to ending this crisis once and
for all through the hard work of diplo-
macy.

I am proud that the United States is
the leading donor of humanitarian aid,
and I am pleased that the omnibus bill
we passed yesterday included increased
funding to support our ongoing human-
itarian response.

———

PASS UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to say that we are, in fact, our
brothers’ and sisters’ keeper, and I
want to debunk the terrible definition
and description of some 1.3—mow 1.9—
million unemployed Americans.

I reject the theory that they only sit
around for unemployment and will not
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look for a job unless they are not get-
ting unemployment insurance when ev-
erybody knows that the requirements
of emergency unemployment insurance
require individuals to look for work.
For everyone I have spoken to, includ-
ing learning the story of a woman in
New York who is 58 years old and who
has looked for work over and over and,
likewise, is desperate and devastated
because she is not able to provide the
bare minimum, I have introduced H.R.
3888.

I ask my colleagues to join me in leg-
islation that will target and train the
chronically unemployed, that will pro-
vide their unemployment insurance
and that will give them a stipend for
emerging industry training. I say to
my Republican colleagues: if you are
interested in jobs, jobs, jobs, join this
legislation; but right now, today, let’s
stay here and vote on unemployment
insurance for the millions of Ameri-
cans who have contributed and shed
their blood—many of them veterans,
many of them willing to sacrifice. All
they need is a helping hand. Pass un-
employment insurance.

Where is our heart?

————
THE CITY OF ALPINE

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I am
sure every Member of Congress thinks
that his or her district is the most
beautiful, the most unique of all, but
the 23rd District in Texas is about 24
percent of the land area of Texas—it is
a huge, huge area. I would like to high-
light in 1 minute parts of the 23rd, take
you around the 23rd in 1 minute. I
think it is appropriate to start with
the city of Alpine, my hometown.

Alpine is the county seat of Brewster
County, which is the largest county in
Texas. It is the home of Sul Ross State
University. Sul Ross has more national
rodeo championships than any other
college or university in the Nation, and
it is the birthplace of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association. If
you have the opportunity, look up
Brewster County. Liook up Alpine.

I am thinking about Alpine a lot as I
go home this weekend to address the
Chamber of Commerce for my first
time as a Member of Congress, and I
am so looking forward to being home
in the highest, tallest peaks of west
Texas.

——————

HONORING THE LIVES OF THREE
NAVY SAILORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FARR) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the lives of the Navy sailors
who were tragically killed in last
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week’s helicopter crash off the coast of
Virginia. The crash touched my office
in a personal way.

Petty Officer 3rd Class Brian Andrew
Collins was one of the three sailors who
lost his life in that crash. He is the
brother of one of my staffers, Morgan.
My entire staff and I shared her grief
as we received the news at work in our
office.

Brian was 25 years old. He was born
and raised in Truckee, California, and
was a graduate of Truckee High
School. He was an avid skier, who first
strapped on his first pair of skis at the
age of 2. He loved to fly down the
mountains of California, bouncing in
and out of the trees. After high school,
Brian briefly attended trade school be-
fore deciding to enlist in the military.
It was in the Navy that he found his
calling.

Brian was a member of the Heli-
copter Mine Countermeasures Squad-
ron. Those teams patrol the waters to
locate and destroy sea-based mines
that could harm Navy vessels. Brian
loved that mission. He enjoyed jumping
out of helicopters and into the water as
the team’s primary rescue swimmer. It
was during his service that he married
his wife, Cheyenne. The young couple
just celebrated their 1l-year anniver-
sary and had bought their first home.
They were starting their life together
and still had so much to experience.
Cheyenne said: “We just scratched the
surface.”

I will never have the fortune of meet-
ing Brian. However, I feel honored to
have gotten to know him through the
memories shared by the people he
loved. There are few words that can
comfort his family and friends in their
loss. All I can offer is a sincere and
humble ‘‘thank you.”

Thank you for your service.

Thank you for sharing Brian’s story,
Cheyenne.

On behalf of all Americans, thank
you to all of the military men and
women in service.

I ask that this House join me in a
moment of silence in honor of the life
of Petty Officer 3rd Class Brian Andrew
Collins and in honor of his two fellow
crewmembers who lost their lives in
that crash, Lieutenant Sean Snyder
and Lieutenant Wesley Van Dorn.

———

A REDUCTION OF MILITARY
FORCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PERRY) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield to the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. ROKITA), my colleague.

OBAMACARE

Mr. ROKITA. I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of
one of my constituents—Janet, from
Crawfordsville—pictured here with her
husband, Steve. Like millions of our
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fellow Americans, she is finding out
just how deceptive ObamaCare’s cheer-
leaders were when they sold this insid-
ious law to the American people.

Following surgical treatment for
cancer last year, Janet was receiving
radiation treatment, and, as if battling
a serious illness weren’t stressful
enough, Janet recently lost her job and
was notified that the insurance pro-
vided through her severance package
would be ending soon. Her family faced
the decision to either continue the
same coverage under what we call
“COBRA” or enroll in an ObamaCare
plan. She was skeptical of the process
of enrolling in ObamaCare, but as the
end date of her employer-sponsored in-
surance loomed, she was reassured by
the news that the President and his
team had fixed the technical glitches
plaguing healthcare.gov.

Mr. Speaker, I wish I could report
that the story ends there on a good
note, but it only gets worse, as it does
for millions of Americans.

Imagine Janet’s frustration when she
encountered glitch after glitch
throughout the enrollment process.
She spent hours on the phone with call
center workers, only to find out that
the call center workers were as bewil-
dered by the Web site as she was. Sev-
eral times, she was cut off after hold-
ing for over 2 hours.

Mr. Speaker, I would surmise that
Members of this Congress get frus-
trated when holding for a few minutes
for anything—2 hours repeatedly, a
cancer patient who can’t get coverage.

Eventually, Janet had to enroll via
the United States mail. This is after
taxpayers—and future generations, for
that matter, since we borrow 4 percent
of what we spend around here—paid
nearly $500 million for a Web site that
was supposed to handle a relatively
simple signup process. Believing she
had successfully enrolled, Janet sub-
mitted the appropriate payments for
her ObamaCare coverage. She paid for
it, Mr. Speaker. Unfortunately, Janet
did not receive any confirmation that
those payments were received or that
she had actually enrolled in her plan.

Adding to the uncertainty, neither
Obama’s bureaucrats nor the insurer
can verify her enrollment now. Despite
efforts, my staff could not get an an-
swer from the bureaucrats either be-
cause of how this law was designed.
Meanwhile, Janet continues to receive
notices that payment is due, again,
adding insult to injury since she al-
ready submitted her payment.

It still doesn’t end there.

Janet was also informed that she can
no longer continue her cancer treat-
ment with her doctor of choice as the
provider would only be able to accept
certain health care plans off the
ObamaCare exchange. The plan Janet
chose did not qualify, and it was vir-
tually impossible to verify this during
the enrollment period. Janet will have
to continue her cancer treatment with
a new doctor several times per week.
Thankfully, she is allowed to do that,
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but the doctor is a 60-mile round trip
drive.

ObamaCare has only served to exac-
erbate already trying and complicated
health care issues with bureaucratic
red tape and customer service so ter-
rible that it is one only this Federal
Government can provide. Like many
Hoosiers, Janet was misled by
ObamaCare’s proponents. Her choices
have been severely limited, and she is
hardly able to shop around for a doctor
she is comfortable with. This is not
health care reform. ObamaCare is lead-
ing to a health care crisis.

I continue to receive stories from
Hoosiers—and I know you do as well—
about how ObamaCare has
misleadingly done the complete oppo-
site of what was promised. Insurance
policies continue to be canceled. Pre-
miums are skyrocketing, and
deductibles are soaring. Choice has
been reduced, not amplified, and spe-
cialty services are in increasingly
short supply. In other words, they are
being rationed.

I will continue fighting to repeal and
replace this insidious law for people
like Janet and for millions of Ameri-
cans in similar situations.

Mr. PERRY. Thank you, Mr. ROKITA.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to talk about an issue that maybe is
unknown to many Members and many
citizens but should be known, which is
the reduction of forces—the reduction
in the capability of our military serv-
ices across all branches, across the
whole spectrum—and how that process
is going. It has been my studied opin-
ion at this point that the process is
what we should discuss at this time—a
process that has lacked transparency, a
process that has lacked deliberation.

Now, while it is this Member’s belief
that the chiefs at the DOD are under
significant pressure from an adminis-
tration to defend this Nation, they are
also under significant pressure to make
cuts, not only to make those cuts, but
to make those cuts in a very particular
way. That is part of the discussion
today—the cuts to the reserve forces.
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Before I recognize some of my col-
leagues, I just want to provide from the
Joint Chiefs the definition of the oper-
ational reserve, which is your Guard
and Reserve:

As such, the services organize, resource,
equip, train, and utilize their Guard and Re-
serve components to support mission re-
quirements——

This is important:

—to the same standards as their Active
components.

To the same standards, which is inter-
esting to me because some of the recent re-
ports and quotes that I have heard are things
like it is structured to be complementary,
and capabilities in its three components are
not interchangeable. So that statement flies
in the face of the original definition of what
Guard and Reserve forces do.

And things like saying that Guard
and Reserve members only train 39
days a year, which, again, I think the
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