January 16, 2014

Chief McAdams deployed with Wyo-
ming Army National Guard Detach-
ment 53. He was attached to B Com-
pany, 306th Aerial Exploitation Bat-
talion, Task Force ODIN-Afghanistan.
Before graduating from Cheyenne East
High School, he joined the Army Na-
tional Guard and graduated from the
U.S. Army Warrant Officer Candidate
School at Fort Rucker, AL. Andrew’s
friends have described him as a kind
man with an infectious sense of humor.
Those who served with Chief McAdams
recall his passion for aviation. It is
that passion for flight which led him to
serve Wyoming and our Nation.

Mr. President, it is because of indi-
viduals like Andrew McAdams who
wear the uniform that we continue to
live safe and free. Our men and women
who answer the call to service deserve
respect and recognition for the enor-
mous burden that they take upon
themselves to protect our Nation. They
put everything on the line every day.
Because of them and their families, our
Nation remains free and strong in the
face of danger.

In the book of John, Jesus said that
“‘greater love has no man than this,
that he lay his life down for his
friend.” Andrew gave his life, that last
full measure of devotion, so we can live
in a free nation. He gave his life de-
fending his country and its people, and
we honor him for this selfless sacrifice.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 McAdams is
survived by his wife Carol and baby
daughter, his mother Katherine and fa-
ther Brien, sister Laretta and brother-
in-law Erick. Andrew is also survived
by his brothers and sisters in arms of
the U.S. Army. As we say goodbye to a
husband, a father, a son, a brother, and
an American soldier, our Nation pays
its deepest respect to Chief McAdams
for his courage, his love of country,
and his sacrifice, so that we may re-
main free. He was a hero in life, and he
remains a hero in memory. All of Wyo-
ming, and indeed the entire Nation, is
proud of him. May God bless him and
his family, and welcome him with open
arms.

——————

REMEMBERING WILFRED BILLEY

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, last month the flags of the
Navajo Nation flew at half mast, in
honor of Wilfred E. Billey. Mr. Billey
was one of the legendary Navajo Code
Talkers. He died at the age of 90 on De-
cember 12. His passing is an occasion to
reflect on a truly heroic life, and on
the vital contribution of the Navajo
Code Talkers to America’s victory in
World War II.

Wilfred Billey was born on December
28, 1922, in Sanostee, NM. He was raised
by his grandparents. In the summers,
he herded sheep and farmed in the
Chuska Mountains. In 1941, Wilfred was
attending Navajo Methodist Mission
School in Farmington when a Marine
recruiter visited the school. Still a
teenager, Wilfred would travel half way
around the world with the all-Navajo
U.S. Marine Corps Platoon 297.
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The Navajo Code Talkers turned
their language into an unbreakable
code. They would use the language of
the Navajo people as a weapon to de-
fend our freedoms. In battle after bat-
tle, in ferocious combat, they used that
code time and again to help secure Al-
lied victory. Their service was all the
more remarkable in that they fought
so bravely for freedom in a world that
did not always accord freedom to them.

Wilfrid’s journey would take him
throughout the Pacific theater. He
would witness some of the bloodiest,
most brutal fighting of World War II at
Tarawa, Saipan, and Okinawa. The
code he spoke, however, would save
countless American lives, and help lead
to allied victory.

Despite this work, this brave Marine
never forgot those whom he believed to
be the real heroes. His daughter, Bar-
bara, in an interview with the Indian
Country Today Media Network, re-
called her father’s humility. “I'm not a
hero,” he said. ‘“The heroes are the
ones we left behind.”

While most Americans would learn
about the battles at sea and on land,
the story of the Navajo Code Talkers
was kept a secret, until the true pur-
pose of their service was revealed over
20 years later.

In 2001, Congress honored Wilfred
Billey and his fellow Navajo Code Talk-
ers with public recognition and Con-
gressional medals. Wilfred helped draft
the words inscribed on the medals:
“The Navajo language was used to de-
feat the enemy.”

Wilfred Billey defended our Nation
during time of war and peril abroad,
and he continued to serve by working
to lead the youth of the Navajo Nation.
He returned to New Mexico and ob-
tained bachelor’s and master’s degrees,
and embarked on a career as an educa-
tor. Wilfred worked for four decades in
education, including at the Navajo
Methodist Mission School, and as prin-
cipal at Shiprock High School. When
he retired, he continued to ranch and
farm, and to advocate for and inspire
others in his community.

In Wilfred Billey’s long and remark-
able life, he exhibited impressive hu-
mility and unwavering service to his
people, his community, and his coun-
try. If we look for exemplars of courage
and commitment, we need look no fur-
ther than Wilfred Billey and his band
of brothers among the Navajo Code
Talkers and the U.S. Marines. We are
all forever in their debt.

My wife, Jill, and I extend our sin-
cere sympathy to Wilfred’s family. He
will be missed by those who knew him,
and he will be forever remembered by a
grateful nation.

CONGRATULATING GREG MADDUX

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate one of Nevada’s
own and four time Cy Young award
winner Greg Maddux for being selected
to the Baseball Hall of Fame. Greg
“Mad Dog” Maddux excelled at the
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major league level, not only with re-
fined skills and superior pitching me-
chanics, but also a mental approach to
the game that was unmatched. His
pitching philosophy has made him one
of the greatest pitchers of the ‘‘live-
ball” era.

A 1984 graduate of Valley High
School in Las Vegas, Greg Maddux ex-
celled on the mound as a right-handed
pitcher before being drafted by the Chi-
cago Cubs in the second round of the
1984 Major League Baseball draft. Mad
Dog then spent the next 23 seasons ac-
cruing 355 wins, 3,371 strikeouts, and an
unrivaled record of 18 Golden Gloves
for the likes of the Chicago Cubs, San
Diego Padres, Los Angeles Dodgers,
and the Atlanta Braves, a feat that
still remains unmatched. Mad Dog’s
prolific major league career also led
him to be the only player in history to
record 17 straight, 15-win seasons. It is
no doubt that these numbers and
records led to his near unanimous vote
for entry to the Hall of Fame.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Greg Maddux for a dis-
tinguished playing career. It is my
hope that he will serve as an example
of what great things Nevadans can ac-
complish when they work with com-
mitment and determination.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING JOSE MONTOYA

o Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of José Montoya, a husband, father,
professor, activist, artist, and poet.
José Montoya passed away on Sep-
tember 25, 2013. He was 81 years old.

José Montoya was born in Escobosa,
NM and grew up in the farm towns of
California’s Central Valley. He served
in the U.S. Navy during the Korean
War before earning a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree from the California College
of the Arts and a Master of Fine Arts
from California State University, Sac-
ramento.

Cognizant of the plight of farm work-
ers because of his own experience pick-
ing grapes as a boy in the fields of
Delano and Fowler, José Montoya be-
came an advocate for the rights of
farmworkers. In 1969, Mr. Montoya co-
founded the Rebel Chicano Art Front—
later known as the Royal Chicano Air
Force—a highly influential collabora-
tion of artists who worked alongside
Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta to
generate public awareness of the strug-
gles of migrant farmworkers.

Mr. Montoya also touched the lives
of thousands of students during his 27-
year tenure as a professor of art, pho-
tography, and education at California
State University, Sacramento, where
he created the Barrio Art Program. De-
signed to provide students with hands-
on experience working with commu-
nities in the arts, this program con-
tinues to serve as a model for arts-
based service learning programs at
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other universities. In addition to his
contributions as an artist, activist, and
educator, Montoya was an accom-
plished poet who was selected as the
city of Sacramento’s Poet Laureate in
2002.

José Montoya’s legacy was elo-
quently summarized by his son Richard
in an op-ed written for The Sacramento
Bee: ‘“‘José Montoya was a cultural
front liner and first responder. A doer.
A creator who brought levity, defiance
and satirical wit to the bloody fields of
the San Joaquin as well as to the frigid
halls of academe, all the way to the
State Capitol and beyond.”

He is survived by his wife, Juanita
Jue, along with eight children, 19
grandchildren and one great-grand-
daughter. My heart goes out to his
family and loved omnes, and my
thoughts and prayers are with them.
We are indebted to him for his dedica-
tion to social justice and his immeas-
urable contributions to the community
and our society.e

————

TRIBUTE TO AARON A. BAER

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to offer my best wishes to a dear
friend, the Honorable Aaron A. Baer,
who will celebrate his 100th birthday
on Saturday, January 25. Judge Baer,
known to his family as the ‘‘centennial
cowboy,” was born in Baltimore on
January 25,1914, on High Street in what
is now Little Italy. His father came to
the United States from Russia, landing
in Baltimore’s Fell’s Point in approxi-
mately 1890. His father became a tailor
and worked in a factory making cloth-
ing. Judge Baer graduated from For-
rest Park High School in 1933. He at-
tended the University of Baltimore
Law School and graduated in 1937. He
supported himself and paid for law
school by repairing and replacing tar
roofs.

Judge Baer passed the bar in 1937 and
practiced real estate law for several
years. He then became an assistant
Baltimore City solicitor, an assistant
attorney general, and a State senator
for the 5th District in 1959. He was ap-
pointed to the Municipal Court of Bal-
timore City in 1961 by then-Governor J.
Millard Tawes. In 1971 he was ap-
pointed to the newly created District
Court of Maryland by then-Governor
Marvin Mandel. He retired as a district
court judge in 1981.

Judge Baer married Judy Weinberg
in 1941 and has two children. His first
child is Susan Reichmister, who is
married to Dr. Jerome Reichmister.
They happen to be neighbors as well as
friends. They have two children: Beth,
who is married to Bart Casper, and
Jodi, who is married to Craig Kessler.
Judge Baer has four great-grand-
children: Nicole, Sloane, Mitchell, and
Blair. His second child is the Honorable
Barbara Baer Waxman, who is adminis-
trative judge of the District Court of
Maryland for Baltimore City. She is
married to Dr. Carl. Waxman. No list of
family members would be complete
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without mentioning Judge Baer’s
“‘grand-dog,” Shayna Waxman. Judge
Baer and his beloved wife Judy were
married for 66 years before she passed
away shortly after their 66th wedding
anniversary in 2007.

My father Meyer, whose parents were
also Russian immigrants, also served
on the bench. He and Judge Baer were
close friends, which is how I came to
know Judge Baer. It has been a great
privilege to know Judge Baer, to re-
ceive his counsel, and to count him not
just as a close friend of my father’s but
as my close friend too, and not just
Judge Baer but the rest of his wonder-
ful family, whom I have just men-
tioned.

Judge Baer has lived an exemplary
life devoted to public service, the com-
munity, and to his family. Judge Baer
lives independently and spends each
winter in Florida. He was an avid
horseback rider for over 60 years—
hence, the cowboy nickname—and only
stopped riding this past July.

It is an understatement to say that
Judge Baer has lived an extraordinary
life. He grew up without an indoor
bathroom or electric lights. He drove
one of the first cars and owned one of
the first motorcycles, the venerable In-
dian Scout. Now, he uses a computer
and a cell phone. I am sure all of my
colleagues here in the Senate will join
me in congratulating Judge Baer on his
100th birthday and sending along our
best wishes as he begins his second cen-
tury.e

REMEMBERING BERNIE ANDERSON

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to remember the life of my col-
league, assemblyman Bernie Anderson,
who passed on January 10, 2014. Serving
with him as a fellow freshman in the
Nevada Assembly was a privilege, and I
am fortunate to have had the oppor-
tunity to know and work alongside
such a dedicated public servant. As a
longtime teacher, assemblyman, and
member of the Nevada National Guard,
Bernie honorably served the Silver
State for decades. I am proud to join
the citizens of Washoe County and the
State of Nevada to remember his leg-
acy of service to his community.

A native Nevadan, Bernie was a grad-
uate of Bishop Manogue High School
and University of Nevada, Reno alum-
ni. From 1991 to 2010, Bernie served in
the Nevada Assembly, representing
Washoe County. During his time in the
legislature, he served as chairman of
the Judiciary Committee, where he dis-
played a passion for the committee’s
work and often served as a mentor to
his colleagues, offering invaluable ad-
vice and support.

Bernie was also a teacher in Sparks,
where he taught government and his-
tory in the city’s schools for 32 years.
As a longtime educator and avid read-
er, Bernie dedicated his life and career
to education. In October 1985, he re-
ceived the Teacher of the Month award
from the Reno/Sparks Chamber of Com-
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merce. Educators work tirelessly to en-
sure our Nation’s students are prepared
to compete in the 21st century, and I
am grateful for Bernie’s dedication on
behalf of Nevada’s youth.

Not only did he serve the citizens of
Nevada as a legislator and a school-
teacher, Bernie was also a member of
the Nevada National Guard. In 2007, he
was honored with the Charles Dick
Medal of Merit in recognition of his
contributions to the National Guard.
On behalf of all Nevadans, I thank Ber-
nie for his many years of faithful, self-
less service.

Today, I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to Bernie’s wife Clyda, their
children, and family and friends. I
would ask my colleagues to join me in
celebrating the life of a dedicated pub-
lic servant who served the Silver State
proudly. Nevada will miss him.e

————

RECOGNIZING CHRISTMAS CAN
CURE

e Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, today
I wish to join the New Hampshire chap-
ter of the Military Officers Association
of America, MOAA, in recognizing the
work of Christmas Can Cure, a New
Hampshire organization committed to
helping disabled veterans and their
families, especially around the holi-
days. On January 25, 2014, Christmas
Can Cure will receive the Granite State
Warriors Award, given by the MOAA to
New Hampshire organizations making
the most significant contributions to
the Armed Forces of the United States.

Founded in 2008 by the Carrier family
in their Jackson, NH, home, Christmas
Can Cure was born from the simple de-
sire to invite returning warriors and
their families to experience a white
Christmas in New Hampshire. As they
further developed their idea, the Car-
rier family realized that they could
give back to wounded warriors and
their families by relieving the financial
and emotional stress of planning a fam-
ily vacation for the holidays. The mis-
sion of Christmas Can Cure is not only
to arrange a fun and memorable vaca-
tion, but also to provide servicemem-
bers and their families the opportunity
to relax and reconnect.

The organization has enjoyed great
success, and has joined with the
Wounded Warrior Project to reach vet-
erans around the country. The Carrier
family has also recently partnered with
the Lee family, owners of Eureka Re-
sort, affording Christmas Can Cure an
additional holiday destination in Park
City, UT. It is clear that this already
well-established organization is con-
tinuing to gain momentum and broad-
en its impact on the lives of veterans
and their families across the Nation.

On behalf of the people of New Hamp-
shire, I thank the Carrier family and
others who have donated their time
and efforts to Christmas Can Cure. The
selflessness and patriotism of their
mission is a true example of what
makes ours such a great State, and I
look forward to hearing more stories of
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