February 3, 2014

CASTROVILLE

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, in my
continuing efforts to highlight parts of
the 23rd District, I rise today to talk
about one of the jewels of the 23rd,
Castroville, where Texas meets France.
One of several settlements founded by
Henri Castro in 1844, the Alsatian cul-
ture there is still evident. And most
people don’t know that it was the first
county seat of Medina County, serving
until 1893.

The population in the 2010 census was
only 2,680 people. It is a small town
very near a big city, 256 miles west of
San Antonio. There are 97 historical
buildings in the town. It is a great
place for a walking tour.

And if you are looking for rec-
reational relaxation, there are few
places better than Castroville, where
the Medina River meanders through
town. The Medina River was once the
border between Texas and Mexico.
There are 126 acres of pecan trees and
flowers along the Medina River in the
Castroville Regional Park and lots and
lots of shopping. Castroville Pottery is
one of the coolest pottery shops
around, where they will show you how
to make your own.

Mr. Speaker, around the 23rd District
in 1 minute.

———

OBAMACARE CONTINUES TO HURT
SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Tuesday, I hosted a town
hall by telephone with constituents to
hear their expectations for the Presi-
dent’s State of the Union address. The
overwhelming message was clear: we
must repeal and replace the govern-
ment health care takeover bill, which
destroys jobs.

During the call, I spoke with An-
nette, a small business owner from Co-
lumbia who would like to expand her
company and hire more employees. Un-
fortunately, because of the tax in-
creases imposed by ObamaCare, An-
nette feels as though the government is
single-handedly prohibiting her from
creating new jobs.

Annette is not alone. Today, Federal
employees received their February pay
statements, and one dedicated em-
ployee showed me her premium had
doubled, putting her family in crisis.

House Republicans have an alter-
native that repeals the unworkable
health care law and replaces it with
commonsense solutions that will not
deter Annette and millions of other
small business owners from creating
jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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YOU CAN'T MAKE THIS STUFF UP

(Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, recently, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency announced
that it is expanding the boundary lines
of Wyoming’s Wind River Indian Res-
ervation so that it now includes three
towns: Kinnear, Riverton, and
Pavillion. This decision by the EPA,
claiming it had authority under the
Clean Air Act, overturned earlier con-
gressional actions that reduced the size
of Wind River Indian Reservation and
made clear that the neighboring towns
were not a part of this reservation.

In a January 6 press release, Wyo-
ming Governor Matt Mead is quoted as
having said:

My deep concern is about an administra-
tive agency of the Federal Government alter-
ing a State’s boundary and going against
over 100 years of history and law. This should
be a concern to all citizens because, if the
EPA can unilaterally take land away from a
State, where will it stop?

Where will it stop, indeed. I believe
the EPA thinks that it controls any-
thing that touches air or water. They
even think they control the boundaries
of the Indian nations. You can’t make
this stuff up.

————
ISSUES FACING THE NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROTHFUS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs.
BACHMANN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the Speaker for allowing
me this 1 hour to talk on some very
important subjects that are facing the
Nation. We deal with economic issues.
We deal with the health care crisis in
our country. And Americans right now,
as they are watching us on this floor
this evening, wonder if they will have a
job tomorrow. So many Americans
right now are looking at part-time jobs
rather than full-time jobs. This is
changing their lives, and it is changing
what they thought the future would
hold for them.

Mr. Speaker, I want to assure the
American people that it is not over.
Hold on. We know that better days
could be ahead. Why? Because econom-
ics can change; economic policies can
change. And unfortunately, what we
have seen coming out of the Obama
White House, the economic policies
have led to Americans not having the
number of hours that they need to be
able to provide for their families. They
haven’t led to the wage increases that
they had hoped that they would be able
to see.

As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker,
very disturbing information has come
forward that nearly $4,000 in a reduc-
tion of income has occurred, on aver-
age, to American households. From the
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time President Obama first came into
office in 2008, the average median
household income was something like
almost $4,000 more in 2007 than it is
today in 2014.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I don’t know how
anyone could see that that is good
news or that that is a good deal be-
cause with inflation and inflationary
values—we all know, Mr. Speaker, that
people pay more for gasoline today in
2014 than they did back in 2007. We
know that people pay far more today
for groceries, Mr. Speaker, in 2014 than
they did in 2007. So what the American
people need is relief, relief from these
inflation-pushed high prices on the
American people.

That is why the report that came out
on Friday regarding the Keystone pipe-
line was so important. It confirmed
what numerous other studies had al-
ready told us before, and it is this:

The Keystone pipeline will not in-
crease carbon emissions here in the
United States. It is completely safe.
And for the good of the United States
of America, for the good of our envi-
ronment, for the good of job creation,
for the good of wage increases in the
United States, we should have built
Keystone and the pipeline and in-
creased American energy production
years ago.

We have the chance now. And so, Mr.
Speaker, I call on the Obama adminis-
tration to implement what the recent
State Department report issued on Fri-
day, and it is this: that we can safely
go ahead and build the Keystone pipe-
line.

But I think we need to go much fur-
ther than that, Mr. Speaker. I think
that it would behoove not only this
House of Representatives but also the
United States Senate and the President
of the United States to unify and agree
on something that would be so good for
all Americans—young and old, rich and
poor, Black and White, Latinos—all
elements of the United States. We
should unite on growing our economy
and growing prosperity for the average
American. And we can do this, Mr.
Speaker, by engaging in an all-of-the-
above energy policy whereby we legal-
ize all forms of energy and, in fact, en-
courage exploration and growth, be-
cause we have reports that are issued
every single year that come to the
same conclusion year after year after
year: of all the countries in the world—
there are well over 100 countries in the
world, and of all the countries in the
world, our own government tells us
every year in a report that it is the
United States of America that has been
singularly blessed.

Blessed how, Mr. Speaker? Blessed
with an abundance of natural energy
resources. Whether it is oil—the United
States is blessed with more oil than
Saudi Arabia—or whether it is natural
gas—the United States of America is
blessed with trillions of cubic square
feet of natural gas—every day, Mr.
Speaker, our scientists and our explor-
ers find more and more of these won-
derful natural resources: oil, natural
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