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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING PACIFIC CONSERV-
ATORY OF THE PERFORMING
ARTS

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the Pacific Conservatory of the Per-
forming Arts (PCPA) located at Allan Hancock
College in Santa Maria, California.

During its 50 years, PCPA has become a
nexus of artistic talent on the Central Coast.
Over the course of that time it has nurtured
thousands of students and provided an oasis
for patrons of the arts.

Founded in 1964 by Donovan Marley, the
newly formed company quickly gained local
support, and in 1965 Santa Maria voters ap-
proved $1 million in funding to build the Per-
forming Arts Center building on the Allan Han-
cock college campus. It was eventually named
the Marian Theatre, after Allan Hancock’s
wife, Marian Hancock. In the summer of 1974,
an outdoor theater was constructed in just 58
days to host outdoor summer performances in
Solvang, CA. Decades later, these venues
continue to put on incredible performances for
Central Coast residents.

The heritage of PCPA, however, is not just
in landmark buildings, but in the cultural leg-
acy that it has provided for generations. In
fact, many of the nation’s greatest actors had
their beginnings at PCPA and its alumni in-
clude Academy Award winners Robin Wil-
liams, Kathy Bates, and Mercedes Ruehl.

Many of us on the Central Coast remember
our first experience at a PCPA performance,
and | know that it will continue to delight us
with its excellence for years to come. | ap-
plaud the PCPA for its years of dedication to
bringing the performing arts to the Central
Coast with an unmatched level of quality, pas-
sion, and talent. Congratulations on fifty years
of excellence.

RECOGNIZING MR. WALTER TOOLE

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
a privilege to recognize my good friend Mr.
Walter Toole for his receipt of the 2013
Danniel J. Petro Bright Future of West Orange
award. This award is given “in recognition of
entrepreneurial tenacity and steadfast deter-
mination that facilitate opportunity through in-
vestment in community and lifelong relation-
ships that keep our future bright.”

Walter and his wife, Patricia, purchased the
historic Bray Hardware store in 1983. Over the
past 30 years, the Toole family has expanded
their business and opened numerous stores
across Central Florida. The company con-

centrates its business locally, and its remark-
able growth continues to strengthen the local
economy and provide employment for hard-
working Floridians. | am a long-time customer
of Toole’s Ace Hardware, and have experi-
enced first-hand the exceptional service that
characterizes the Toole family stores.

| am pleased to congratulate Walter on re-
ceiving the 2013 Bright Future of West Orange
award, and | thank him for his dedication to
the Central Florida community.

CONGRATULATING THE GLMV
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2014
MEMBER RECOGNITION AWARD
RECIPIENTS

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to honor a select group
of business leaders who make our commu-
nities strong. lllinois’s Tenth District has a long
tradition of business innovation and excel-
lence, and year after year more business add
to that legacy.

Each year, the Green Oaks, Libertyville,
Mundelein and Vernon Hills (GLMV) Chamber
of Commerce recognizes a few exceptional in-
dividuals for achieving success in the business
world and for practicing good citizenship in
and for the community.

It is my great honor to congratulate the re-
cipients of the GLMV 2014 Member Recogni-
tion Dinner Awards:

Entrepreneur of the Year: Alexa and Seth
Holzwarth of LexiWynn; Restaurateur of the
Year: Scott Fine of Fine’s; Community Service
Award: Dr. Robert Rosenberg of Advocate
Condell Medical Center; Civic Leadership
Award: Sedrik Newbern of Phoenix Insurance;
Member of the Year: Brian Logsdon of Corner
Bakery Cafe; Volunteer of the Year: Lars Ras-
mussen of World Financial Group. Distin-
guished Service Award: Don Peterson of Mar-
keting and Sales Services.

These noteworthy award recipients embody
the hardworking, forward-thinking and commu-
nity-oriented spirit that makes the Tenth Dis-
trict of lllinois such a special place.

Their leadership and success exemplify a
model for their fellow businesses, and | con-
gratulate them on receiving these distinctions.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate
and thank the GLMV Chamber of Commerce
for everything it does. Local businesses are
the foundation of our communities, and the
GLMV Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to
keeping those foundations strong.

THE PASSING OF DR. THOMAS
LUMSDEN

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, my
district lost a cherished member of our med-
ical community when Dr. Thomas Lumsden
passed away on January 17, 2014. “Dr.
Tom’s” life of service touched thousands of
families in Northeast Georgia, and he will be
dearly missed.

Dr. Tom was born in Nacoochee Valley on
May 20, 1925. His strong work ethic was evi-
dent from an early age, as he graduated the
valedictorian of Nacoochee High School in
1942. Five years later, he married India Dyer
Lumsden while studying at the Emory Univer-
sity School of Medicine, from which he grad-
uated in 1949. After completing an internship
at Atlanta’s Grady Hospital, he served in the
U.S. Army Medical Corps at Regensburg, Ger-
many for two years. Dr. Tom then worked as
the assistant resident in general surgery at At-
lanta’s VA Hospital from 1952 to 1953 before
returning to Northeast Georgia.

Dr. Tom established his family practice in
Helen in 1953, and became an organizing
partner of the Habersham Medical Group in
Clarkesville two years later. Focused on sur-
gery and obstetrics, and Dr. Tom delivered
more than 4,000 babies over the course of
nearly four decades on staff at Habersham
County Medical Center. Remarkably, for more
than 30 young families, Dr. Tom had delivered
mother or father—or both—and delivered their
children years later. He continued his service
even after retiring from his practice in 1993,
working part time as a medical staff member
at the Lee Arrendale State Prison.

In addition to his practice, Dr. Tom served
as president of the Habersham County Med-
ical Society, president of the Ninth District
Medical Society, chairman of the Medical As-
sociation of Georgia’s Rural Health Com-
mittee, and on the American Medical Associa-
tion’s Council on Rural Health. He became a
Fellow of the American Academy of Family
Practice in 1972 and was named Physician of
the Year by the Medical Association of Geor-
gia. He was a charter member and Fellow of
the American Academy of Family Physicians.

Dr. Tom’s civic involvement extended well
beyond the medical community. He served as
Mayor of Helen, Councilman for the city of
Clarkesville, and Assistant Scout Master for
Boy Scout Troup 5. Dr. Tom and his family
joined  First  Presbyterian  Church  of
Clarkesville in 1955, and over the years he
served that body as an Elder, Sunday school
teacher, and pastoral search committee mem-
ber. He helped form the first EMS service in
Clarkesville and trained first responders in the
Clarkesville Fire Department. An avid histo-
rian, Dr. Tom was an authority on local history
and archeology. He even published a book,
“Nacoochee Valley, Its Times and Its Places,”
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in 1989. He amassed a large collection of
local artifacts during his life, which became the
heart of the Sautee-Nacoochee Valley History
Museum at the Sautee Nacoochee-Arts and
Community Center.

In light of how many lives he touched during
his decades of selfless service, Dr. Tom will
certainly be missed in Northeast Georgia. My
prayers and thoughts are with India and the
rest of Dr. Tom’s family as they mourn their
loss.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF NELLEANN RUTH HAMM BELL

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life and service of
Northwest Florida’s beloved Nelleann “Nell”
Ruth Hamm Bell who passed away on Janu-
ary 31, 2014. Mrs. Bell was a loving and de-
voted wife, mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, and a leader in the community. North-
west Florida mourns her loss.

Mrs. Bell was born in Birmingham, Alabama,
where she lived before moving with her family
to Pensacola, Florida. She and her husband,
Dr. Reed Bell, both attended Pensacola High
School and graduated in 1947. They later
married and started a family. Mrs. Bell sup-
ported her husband and help raised their six
children, as Dr. Bell served as the Medical Di-
rector of the Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital.

In the late 1970s, Mrs. Bell became heavily
involved in politics and civil society. She
founded the Pensacola chapter of the Florida
Federation of Women for Responsible Legisla-
tion, and thanks to her dedicated leadership,
she became the organization’s president. In
this capacity, she worked with other organiza-
tions, such as the Eagle Forum, to promote
pro-family legislation. Mrs. Bell was also deep-
ly committed to improving the lives of people
in her local community, and she made an im-
mense impact on countless individuals through
her founding of Our Mother's Home, a mater-
nity home for unwed mothers. In addition to
her leadership and service, Mrs. Bell was a
woman of tremendous faith who was fully
committed to serving the Lord.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to honor the life of
Mrs. Nell Bell. My wife Vicki and | offer our
prayers and sincerest condolences to her six
children, Rev. William R. Bell, Jr.; Mitzi Peters;
Terry Bush; Former Florida Supreme Court
Justice Kenneth Bell; Lance Bell; and Brian
Bell; 20 grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren;
family and friends. Mrs. Bell will be truly
missed, and her contributions to Northwest
Florida will never be forgotten.

TRIBUTE TO JACK WYATT
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 4, 2014
Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to our country,
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state and community are exceptional. We
have been fortunate to have dynamic and
dedicated leaders who willingly and unselfishly
give their time and talent to make their com-
munities, and country, a better place to live
and work. Jack Wyatt is one of these individ-
uals. Jack’s many accomplishments are wide
ranging, as he has made his mark as a suc-
cessful businessman, a decorated member of
the military and an active supporter of the
community. On February 4, 2014, Jack will be
honored by the Riverside County Board of Su-
pervisors for all he has done.

Jack is the true definition of an American
patriot and hero. A 35 year veteran, Jack rep-
resented his country proudly, serving in four
theaters of war during his long career. He has
truly seen it all, being shot down, and eventu-
ally rescued, while in Vietnam. It is no surprise
that he holds commendations from five former
United State’s Presidents. Jack has since re-
tired as a Captain in the Navy Reserve,
though his advice and expertise remain highly
sought after. In the early 1990’s Jack turned
down an Admiralship in Washington D.C., as
it meant that he would have to move from his
beloved city of Corona, California, out east to
the Pentagon.

From 2000 to 2001, Jack was assigned to
lead a special project by the Navy’s Chief of
Information, Thomas Jurkowski, in conjunction
with his tasking by the Secretary of the Navy,
Richard Danzig, and Secretary of Defense,
Donald Rumsfeld. The project, “Vision 21,”
was created to develop a “lessons learned”
program following Operation Desert Storm and
Operation Allied Force. Due to the success of
the program, Jack and many members of his
team were awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal. More recently, Jack became an advisor
to the United States Secretary of the Navy on
strategy planning, international affairs, and
policy, and also served as Public Affairs Advi-
sor to the Commander of the Naval Reserve
Force of Western Region, San Diego.

Not only has Jack served his country proud-
ly, he has also contributed to his community’s
economic and developmental growth. After re-
tiring from active duty, Jack began a long ca-
reer, spanning 28 years, with Southern Cali-
fornia Edison. His focus in management and
public policy development garnered the com-
pany increased success. Jack went on to be-
come Regional Director for the Inland Empire
from 1985 to 1999, and his responsibility cov-
ered three counties and 56 cities, with an an-
nual revenue base of $3.5 billion dollars.

With his influence and knowledge of the in-
dustry, Jack took a leap of faith and started
his own company, Strategic Connections, Inc.
(SCI) in 1999. This organization of profes-
sionals and specialists advises executives and
public officials on a wide array of utility issues
including service, leadership and strategy.
With Jack’s guidance, the company has grown
to be a leader in the industry within Southern
California.

| have come to know Jack well through
many years working together on a variety of
projects in California. | can personally attest to
his incredible work-ethic, professionalism, and
positive attitude. In light of all Jack has done
for Southern California and our country, it is
only fitting that he be honored by the Board of
Supervisors for his more than 30 years of
dedicated commitment to our community.
Jack’s honorable service and tireless passion
for public service has contributed immensely
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to the betterment of our country, state and
community. | am proud to call him a fellow
community member, American and friend. |
know that many individuals are grateful for his
service and salute him on this great milestone.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARK SANFORD

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
for votes on Monday, February 3, 2014, due to
Flights #4634 and #4065 being cancelled out
of Charleston International Airport, and Flight
#1750 being subsequently cancelled out of
Charlotte International Airport. Had | been
present, | would have voted in the following
manner: H.R. 1791: Medical Preparedness Al-
lowable Use Act: Yes. H.R. 357: GI Bill Tuition
Fairness Act of 2013: Yes.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE COMMU-
NITY ACHIEVEMENTS OF PALMA
YANNI

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Palma Yanni, who has been
named Lady of the Year by UNICO, the na-
tion’s largest Italian-American service organi-
zation. Palma Yanni was born in Scranton,
Pennsylvania to Casper and Rose Torchia
Adamo. She was raised in Scranton and grad-
uated from Scranton Technical High School.
She is a former member of St. Anthony’s
Church in Scranton, and is now a member of
St. Peter's Cathedral. Prior to raising her own
family, she worked at JC Penney and the
Holly Shop in downtown Scranton. While her
children were in school, she was an active
member of the PTA and served as President.

Through her work with local service organi-
zations, Palma has demonstrated a lifelong
commitment to community service. She has
been an active member of the Scranton Chap-
ter of UNICO’s Ladies Auxiliary for the past 30
years, holding offices of Corresponding Sec-
retary and President and is a member of the
Board of Directors, where she has chaired and
assisted in many Auxiliary events.

In 2003, when women began to join, Palma
began working with the Scranton Chapter of
UNICO. She was elected Second Vice Presi-
dent in 2009 and in 2011 became the first
woman to serve as President of the Scranton
chapter of UNICO—the largest chapter in the
country. She also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors and was elected Chair of the Board in
2012. Palma was also named President of La-
dies Auxiliary of the North Scranton Knights of
Columbus, is a member of St. Joseph’s Cen-
ter Auxiliary and the Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania Philharmonic, and volunteers with “Fam-
ily to Family” and St. Peter’s Cathedral.

Although she has just recently earned na-
tional recognition, Palma Yanni has been a pil-
lar of the Scranton service community for dec-
ades. She remains an active member in the
Scranton UNICO chapter, volunteering and
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working on all local functions and events. | am
proud to congratulate Palma Yanni on being
named UNICO’s Lady of the Year, and thank
her for her decades of leadership and selfless
dedication to serving others.

RECOGNIZING NICK J. MANCE

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the dedicated community service of Mr. Nick
J. Mance as he marks his 20th anniversary as
a Trustee for Southwestern lllinois College.

Mr. Mance was elected to then Belleville
Area College’s Board of Trustees in 1993 and
has been continuously re-elected since that
time. His fellow Board members chose him to
serve as the Board’s Chair in 2001 and have
re-elected him to this post each year since. In
addition to his many duties as Board Chair,
Mr. Mance works enthusiastically with the ad-
ministration, faculty, and staff on the Facilities
and Finance and the Planning and Policy
Committees and the Strategic Planning Coun-
cil, and has served on all of the Board’s stand-
ing committees. Also, he has served as the II-
linois Community College Trustee Associa-
tion’s Regional Chair and is an ex-officio
member of the Southwestern lllinois College
Foundation Board of Directors.

Mr. Mance is a certified public accountant
and a partner in The Mance Leahy Group ac-
counting firm in Columbia, lllinois. He helped
found the company in 1991 with his partner,
one employee and only one client. After 22
years in business, the firm has numerous em-
ployees and more than 1,000 clients.

As a Cahokia, lllinois resident, business
owner, taxpayer, husband, father of three,
grandfather of three, and past Chair of the
Cahokia School District No. 187 Board, Mr.
Mance chose to pursue a seat on the South-
western lllinois College Board because he be-
lieved he could help ensure access to quality
education for area residents, contribute to the
success of the community college, and con-
tribute to the success and growth of the
Southwestern lllinois region.

Mr. Mance has consistently and actively
helped SWIC maintain its longstanding ac-
creditation with the Higher Learning Commis-
sion, and achieve model-institution recognition
from the HLC for its Academic Quality Im-
provement Program initiatives and achieve-
ments by insisting on the highest academic
standards and state-of-the-art classroom tech-
nology.

During his longstanding service to the Board
of Trustees, Mr. Mance has been a proponent
of capital development projects, including the
construction of the Information Sciences Build-
ing, Liberal Arts Complex, and Schmidt Art
Center at the Belleville Campus, and exten-
sive expansions and renovations at the Red
Bud and Sam Wolf Granite City campuses.
Mr. Mance was one of the driving forces be-
hind renaming the institution Southwestern llli-
nois College in 2000 to better reflect the col-
lege’s 2,100-square-mile district; and renaming
the Granite City Campus, the Sam Wolf Gran-
ite City Campus, in 2007 in honor of fellow
SWIC Trustee and longtime legislator Sam
Wolf.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in an expression of appreciation to Mr. Nick J.
Mance for his 20 years of service as a Trustee
of Southwestern lllinois College and to wish
him the very best in the future.

—

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 12, | was unable to be present for the
vote on H.R. 1513. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
32, | was unable to vote on rollcall No. 32 due
to inclement weather which prevented me
from traveling from Williamsport, PA to Wash-
ington, DC. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

————————

CONGRATULATING MUSIC EDUCA-
TOR KENT KNAPPENBERGER

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Westfield Academy
and Central School educator, Kent
Knappenberger on receiving the Music Educa-
tor Grammy Award. Mr. Knappenberger, a
middle school and high school music teacher
in Westfield, New York, was recently an-
nounced as the inaugural winner of this pres-
tigious award.

Mr. Knappenberger, who holds a Master’s
Degree from the Eastman School of Music in
Rochester, New York, accepted the award on
January 25th in Los Angeles, California at the
Special Merit Awards Ceremony & Nominees
Reception with his wife, Nannette, and chil-
dren in attendance. Kent was selected from
over 30,000 initial nominations from all 50
States.

The Music Educator Award was created this
year to bring attention to the lasting impact
that teachers can have on their students both
in and out of the classroom. Mr.
Knappenberger is a world-class example of an
educator whose 25 years of experience has
had profoundly positive impacts on students’
lives. In fact, Kent was nominated for this
Grammy Award a total of three times—twice
by former students and once by a former stu-
dent’s mother. This is a fitting example of the
impact he has on the local community and his
students’ lives.

| once again congratulate Kent
Knappenberger on receiving this Grammy
Award and wish him continued success at
Westfield Academy for many years to come.
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RECOGNIZING ILLINOIS’ 11TH
DISTRICT FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize two intel-
ligent and distinguished students from my dis-
trict for receiving one of the most competitive
merit-based grants in the world.

The Fulbright Program, sponsored by the
Department of State, Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs, is a prestigious inter-
national exchange program that serves to cul-
tivate knowledge and understanding between
citizens of the United States and those across
the globe.

Since its creation in 1946, the program has
funded graduate study, research and teaching
endeavors for over a quarter of a million peo-
ple in 155 countries.

After a rigorous selection process based on
academic achievements and leadership poten-
tial, Ms. Natalie Cain, a native of Darien study-
ing at the University of Miami, and Mr. Mat-
thew Ropp, a native of Oswego studying at
Northern lllinois University, were selected for
this prestigious program, where they will con-
tinue their studies in the fields of public health
and English, respectively.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and celebrating the achieve-
ments of these two individuals and | wish
them the best of luck in all of their future en-
deavors.

————

RECOGNIZING POLICE OFFICER
JASON WELLS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize police officer Jason Wells of
Pearland, Texas. On October 24, 2013 Officer
Wells was involved in a severe off-duty motor-
cycle accident. This accident left Officer Wells
with several broken bones, and his left leg had
to be amputated below the knee. Officer Wells
is a single father to two young children, and
previously protected our Nation honorably as a
Marine.

Officer Wells still has a long road to recov-
ery ahead of him. I'm pleased to be part of a
community that has rallied to support him by
hosting benefits for this hero. The proceeds
will help fund Officer Wells’ rehabilitation and
the prosthetic limb he needs to get back on
patrol. Every day in communities across Amer-
ica, police officers risk their lives to keep us
safe. On behalf of all residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, | am
honored to recognize Officer Wells. Our com-
munity is proud of Officer Wells for his service
to protect Pearland, Texas and our nation. We
wish him the best in his recovery.
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MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS
ALLOWABLE USE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | support H.R.
1791, the “Medical Preparedness Allowable
Use Act”, but | have serious concerns about
this legislation and its overlap with the policies
appropriately established in the Pandemic and
All-Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA).

Of course, we all agree that it is important
for states, territories, tribes, and high-risk
urban areas to be prepared for possible acts
of terrorism. And we also agree that medical
preparedness and related activities are an im-
portant part of this.

However, | worry that this bill may result in
duplicative and uncoordinated efforts across
the government.

The Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices (HHS) is the lead federal entity on the
public health and medical response to public
health emergencies and incidents, including
bioterrorist attacks. Specifically, this bill con-
flicts with HHS’s authority under PAHPA. Leg-
islation reauthorizing the PAHPA authorities at
HHS was passed on an overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan basis by the House and Senate and
signed into law just last March.

HHS already undertakes a number of activi-
ties related to enhancing medical prepared-
ness and medical surge capacity in States and
cities. The Department also maintains a stock-
pile of countermeasures and other pharma-
ceutical supplies for terrorist attacks and other
public health emergencies—which is managed
by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, in consultation with the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS).

| believe the use of DHS grant funds for
medical preparedness activities authorized in
H.R. 1791 without any consultation require-
ment or acknowledgement of HHS’s role in
public health and medical response efforts is
short-sighted. It has the potential to undermine
HHS’s leadership and expertise on this impor-
tant issue and impede a unified federal re-
sponse to terrorist attacks.

If my colleagues believe that there should
be enhanced support of medical preparedness
activities, | hope that we can work together to
find a way to ensure coordination of efforts
and preserve HHS'’s important role.

————

CELEBRATING MS. JACKIE PEER,
RECIPIENT OF THE 2014 WOMEN
IN MANUFACTURING STEP
AWARD

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate Ms. Jackie Peer,
recipient of the 2014 STEP Award from the
Manufacturing Institute. | am pleased to recog-
nize her contributions to Schweitzer Engineer-
ing Laboratories, Inc., her industry, her com-
munity in Eastern Washington, and our nation.

Seeking to inspire the next generation of fe-
male talent, the STEP Award recognizes
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women in science, technology, engineering,
and production roles who have made signifi-
cant achievements in manufacturing.

Manufacturing is revitalizing our economy
and making America strong. Investments in
manufacturing, engineering, and science mul-
tiply across the economy, creating jobs and
growth in other sectors. While today’s manu-
facturing industry, is competitive, high tech,
safe, and working hard to encourage women
into the field, manufacturers still have difficul-
ties finding the skilled workers they need. Part
of this skills gap is due to the lack of women
in the industry. While women make up 50 per-
cent of the U.S. workforce, they make up only
24 percent of the manufacturing workforce.
Passionate about developing the next genera-
tion of workers for the electric power industry,
Ms. Peer is also working to encourage other
women to enter the science, technology, and
engineering industries.

Ms. Peer joined Schweitzer Engineering
Laboratories, Inc. (SEL) in 1996 as an applica-
tion engineer. During her career at SEL, she
has managed the research and design of dis-
tribution relays and controls as well as time
and communications products—significant and
essential products used by electric utilities
around the world. The developments and of-
ferings achieved under Ms. Peer’s leadership
have resulted in reliability improvements to the
electric power grid and have helped drive the
growth of SEL’s U.S.-based manufacturing.

Ms. Peer has also led technical marketing
and regional sales and services teams within
the company. Her passion for workforce devel-
opment led to her current role as the director
of SEL. University, a department within SEL
dedicated to training the next generation of
power system engineers. She also recently
started a group called Women in Engineering
to help women at SEL foster collaboration,
create dialogue around everyday topics and
challenges and to provide mentorship and
support.

Ms. Peer is a senior member of the Society
of Women Engineers as well as a member of
IEEE, IEEE Women in Engineering (WIE),
IEEE Women in Power (WiP), the American
Society of Engineering Education (ASEE), and
the American Marketing Association. She
holds a bachelor’s of science in electrical engi-
neering from Washington State University.

So today, | rise to acknowledge and thank
Ms. Jackie Peer for her years of dedication
and hard work. | also want to congratulate her
for setting an example of professional excel-
lence and advocacy of women in manufac-
turing, as well as her commitment to Eastern
Washington.

JOHN P. STANTON

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of a life of faithful service and
dedication.

John Patrick Stanton was the youngest of
four children born to Irish immigrant parents in
Philadelphia in 1928. After his graduation from
high school, he entered the U.S. Navy serving
in the Pacific Theater of World War II.

Upon returning, he went to LaSalle Univer-
sity on the Gl Bill and eventually married his
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wife of 63 years, Harriet—together they were
parents to 12 children and 46 grandchildren.

Aside from a large and loving family, Mr.
Stanton leaves behind a legacy of compassion
in the way of the Pro-Life Coalition of South-
eastern Pennsylvania and other pro-life
groups.

Mr. Stanton was a tireless advocate for the
unborn and a recognizable site each week
ministering to young mothers at women’s clin-
ics in the city. Through his commitment to his
faith and his calling, he saved the lives of
countless families and brought many others
into religion.

For his witness, Mr. Stanton was recognized
with a number of awards and honors, and
eventually would earn a master’s degree in re-
ligious education from St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary—ensuring that his teaching would
continue.

John P. Stanton passed away peacefully on
January 31, 2014 at the age of 86. While he
is gone, his service to his country, his commu-
nity, his family and his faith will remain.

CELEBRATING TEX AVERY
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the artistry and influence of Tex
Avery. A leading innovator of a distinctly
American form of popular culture, Avery cre-
ated iconic cartoon characters adored the
world over by young and old alike and pio-
neered a new and lasting approach to ani-
mated storytelling.

Avery, born in Taylor, TX in 1908, was a
man of many gifts: animator, cartoonist, voice
artist, director. A central figure during the
Golden Age of Hollywood Animation (1935-
55), his work was marked by speed, sarcasm,
and irony. Collaborating with top shelf artists
like Chuck Jones and legendary voice actors
like Mel Blanc, Avery created Bugs Bunny,
Daffy Duck, Droopy, and developed Porky Pig
and Chilly Willy. Youngsters loved their car-
toons’ action and slapstick; grownups loved
the sly dialogue and clever commentary.

Avery’s artistry reflected the joy of a nation
leading the world yet restlessly seeking new
ways to express itself. He wasn’t afraid to in-
novate and regularly pushed the boundaries of
the cartoon form. His characters would speak
directly to the audience, object to the plot of
the adventure they were starring in, or leap
out of the end credits. Yet Avery understood
that cartoons had to be more than just ani-
mated hijinx featuring colorful characters. A
lifelong perfectionist, he would add or cut
frames out of the final negative of a cartoon
short if he felt a gag’s timing was not precise.

Avery’s importance to animation cannot be
overstated. He saw things differently, changed
them, and pushed the art of cartoons forward.
His impact is as permanent as the characters
he created are beloved.

Tex Avery’s tremendous legacy will be hon-
ored February 22, 2014 by the Taylor, TX
Conservation and Heritage Society with a me-
morial being placed in Heritage Square. | join
all who appreciate fearless innovators in cele-
brating his enormous contributions to anima-
tion and American culture.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 33, | was unable to be present for the
vote on H.R. 357. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

IN CELEBRATION OF JOHN
BLANKENSHIP’S RETIREMENT

HON. RANDY K. WEBER, SR.

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, to celebrate the retirement of John Lee
Blankenship. For the past 43 years, Mr.
Blankenship has made it his life’s work to pro-
tect and serve the citizens of Brazoria County.
In February 1971, John Blankenship enrolled
in the Angleton Police Department Academy
because several of his friends were officers.
Six months later, John graduated from the
Academy and joined the ranks of the Angleton
Police Department. John’s sense of duty did
not stop with the Angleton PD; he also joined
and became a member of the Angleton Volun-
teer Fire Department.

As years went by, John’s dedication en-
abled him to move up the ranks to become
Criminal Investigator for the Brazoria County
District Attorney’s office in 1984. Nine years
later, John was again promoted, this time to
Chief Investigator. Throughout his career,
John had received numerous recognitions for
his achievements in law enforcement. In 1983,
he was awarded the Investigator of the Year
Award by Brazoria County Sheriffs Depart-
ment. In 2001, John was named an Officer of
the Year Finalist by the 100 Club of Brazoria
County. Most recently, in 2013, John was
awarded the Chuck Dennis Memorial Award,
Prosecutor Investigator by the Texas District
and County Attorney’s Association.

While retirement may take some getting
used to, John and his wife of 44 years,
Maggie, have plans to take an Alaskan Cruise,
as well as a road trip in his motorhome to var-
ious destinations throughout the United States.
It is my great hope that you will enjoy retire-
ment with your darling wife, two beautiful chil-
dren, Mindy and Chara, and their families in-
cluding your four wonderful grandchildren.
Thank you, John, for your 43 years of service.
Your commitment and dedication to God, fam-
ily, the citizens of Brazoria County, and the
great State of Texas has been unparalleled
and for that we recognize you today on the
floor of the 113th Congress.

———

VIEWS ON FARM BILL SECTION
12313

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker,
last week, the House agreed to the con-
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ference report on H.R. 2642, the Farm Bill.
Section 12313 of this legislation addresses an
issue that should not go unnoticed, and |
would like to make its intent clear.

In the 112th Congress, the House passed
H.R. 2541, the Silviculture Regulatory Consist-
ency Act, introduced by Representative HER-
RERA BEUTLER. The stated intent of this legis-
lation was to return Clean Water Act permit-
ting of silvicultural operations around forest
roads to the same standards that applied be-
fore recent court decisions created uncertainty
about which standards should be used. Before
court actions, a Clean Water Act permit was
not required for nursery operations, site prepa-
ration, reforestation and subsequent cultural
treatment, thinning, prescribed burning, pest
and fire control, harvesting operations, surface
drainage, or road use, construction, and main-
tenance. Permits were only required for activi-
ties that involved rock crushing, gravel wash-
ing, log sawing and log storage. That standard
has worked for many years, and | support
continuing that standard.

However, as originally written, H.R. 2541
could have created legal ambiguity on what
should be covered with a Clean Water Act
permit. | introduced an amendment to H.R.
2541 in the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee clarifying that activities exempt
from permitting are limited to the silvicultural
activities specified in the bill, and not all sil-
vicultural activities. The language | sponsored
and set forth as an amendment of this bill is
generally the same as that in Section 12313 of
the Farm Bill. Thankfully, the Farm Bill ad-
dresses this issue without ambiguity. Put sim-
ply, those activities which required a Clean
Water Act permit in the past should continue
to do so. Those which did not should continue
to be exempt.

| appreciate Representative = HERRERA
BEUTLER’s efforts on this issue and | am
pleased that this issue has been addressed
without ambiguity.

—————

HONORING PORT RICHMOND ON
PATROL “PROP” ON THEIR 25TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
ask that my colleagues join me in recognizing
the Port Richmond On Patrol, better known as
“PROP,” as it celebrates 25 years as a town
watch and civic organization in the City of
Philadelphia.

In 1988, in the wake of the Sean Daily mur-
der that rocked the close knit blue collar
neighborhood of Port Richmond when a 17
year old local teenager was beaten and killed
by another group of teens, a handful of neigh-
bors sprung into action to keep their neighbor-
hood safe.

Three women were instrumental in the birth
of PROP: Phyllis Hackimer, Helene LaBenz,
and Jackie Saier. These women were involved
from the very beginning, working to keep their
neighborhood and their kids safe and secure
the streets of Port Richmond. PROP
Townwatch started out at Phyllis’ kitchen table
with coffee and pound cake. The first meeting
drew hundreds of people wanting to be the
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eyes and ears of Port Richmond in the 24th
Police District.

Through the years, PROP patrolled the
streets of Port Richmond every Friday and
Saturday night, both in personal vehicles and
even on foot patrol, and then initiated the
“Eyes and Ears on Your Block” program that
invited neighbors to look around and hear
what's happening on their block and street
and encouraged them to report suspicious be-
havior.

Hackimer and LaBenz have shared a stoop
on Port Richmond’s 3600 Gaul Street for dec-
ades and raised their kids alongside one an-
other as next door neighbors and friends.
Saier, who lives at Almond and Westmoreland
Streets, is a walking encyclopedia of Port
Richmond history and family ancestry and can
usually be found on her porch watching over
A&W playground.

PROP has always put the betterment, safe-
ty, and security of Port Richmond as their goal
and mission statement and have consistently
worked hand and hand with the Captain and
Police Officers of the 24th Police District.

PROP was also one of the first town watch-
es in the City of Philadelphia to embrace and
participate in the National Night Out Program,
which they still help organize every August in
a citywide event. Furthermore, PROP is a
proud ally of Operation Town Watch, an orga-
nization dedicated to the development and
promotion of organized law enforcement-affili-
ated crime and drug prevention programs.
Members include: Neighborhood, Crime, Com-
munity, Town and Block Watch Groups; law
enforcement agencies; state and regional
crime prevention associations; and a variety of
businesses, civic groups and concerned indi-
viduals working to make their communities
safer places in which to live and work.

HONORING JEFFREY CHEATHAM

HON. MARK SANFORD

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and remember Jeffrey Cheatham, who
died on October 3, 2013, at the age of 51. His
mother and my friend, Patricia McVay, tells
me that his life was full of adventure and love,
and he will be missed by many. As | thought
about how challenging this time is for Jeff's
family and friends, a few thoughts struck me.

First, | couldn’t help but think of the parable
of the talents, and how that story reminds us
that we ought to make the most out of what
we are given each and every day. The parable
describes a master who traveled away and left
his money with his servants. Upon his return,
he discovers that two of his servants invested
and doubled the value of their portions, while
one servant hid the money and protected it.
The master rewarded the two who made the
most of their time and his wealth, and pun-
ished the one who didn’'t take advantage of
the opportunity. The bigger picture here is
simple—we all have limited time, and we have
to make the most out of what we are given.

| think Jeff's approach to life and those
around him is a good example of that. From
what I've been told, Jeff lived a life that was
truly in service to others, and he made the
most out of his time. His good attitude, jokes
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and infectious smile were known to many, and
| was told several stories of how he took a
friend’s parents to chemo then treated them to
a lunch after, or how, when he was in school,
he gave lunch money to a classmate, or even
just how his smile could really light up a room.
The gift of life is significant, and there can be
an even greater gift in truly living and making
the most of your time—as Malcom Forbes’
tombstone says: “While alive, he lived.”

Second, Jeff’s passing should also serve as
a reminder of the many challenges and dif-
ficulties faced by those who choose to put on
the military uniform. Coming from a military
family and serving four years in the Air Force,
Jeff was no stranger to those challenges, and
as such, we should honor and remember the
sacrifices he and all our service members
make.

| have no doubt that Jeff leaves behind
many fond memories with his friends and fam-
ily, especially his three children, Jenna, Kylie,
and Phillip. | join his family in being saddened
by this loss, but I'm comforted in knowing that
there are many people out there who got to
experience Jeff's kindness, and who will miss
him dearly.

————

FEMA FLOOD INSURANCE RATE
INCREASES

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, my Rhode Is-
land communities have been battered. They
have been battered by the financial crisis and
a slowly recovering economy, and they have
been battered by Mother Nature, from the
floods of 2010 to Superstorm Sandy in 2012.
Now, as we finally emerge from the worst
economy since the Great Depression, our citi-
zens who managed to hold on to their homes
through economic hardship and uncertainty
are facing yet another challenge—sharp rate
increases to their flood insurance policies.

We need to pass the Homeowner Flood In-
surance Affordability Act today, and send it on
to the President for his signature. Our commu-
nities cannot wait any longer for relief from
steep rate increases. Rhode Island families
have told me they are facing flood insurance
rates upwards of $35,000, and they are
scared of losing their homes. This is simply
unconscionable.

This legislation passed the Senate last
Thursday with a strong bipartisan vote of 67—
32; 182 bipartisan Members in the House are
cosponsors of the House companion legisla-
tion. There is no reason for the Republican
House Leadership to deny us a vote on this
critical relief.

Implementing a delay in rate increases will
give FEMA the time it needs to complete an
affordability study and develop recommenda-
tions to assist homeowners who cannot afford
their premiums. Without it, thousands of our
middle-class homeowners will continue to suf-
fer from the uncertainty of not knowing wheth-
er the cost of flood insurance will make home-
ownership unaffordable.

| urge my colleagues to support consider-
ation of the Homeowner Flood Insurance Af-
fordability Act, and provide immediate relief for
our families and communities.
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HONORING DRAPER INC.
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Draper Inc. in Spiceland on being
named America’s Healthiest Workplace by
Healthiest Employers, a leader in corporate
wellness and health analytics.

This company, in my home district, was
ranked first place among 100 national finalists.
The prestigious award included a year-long
selection process and involved companies of
all sizes and industries.

Draper established a safety and wellness
committee to raise awareness of the stressors
that drive unhealthy habits. That committee
has increased its capacity to giving Draper
employees the tools to succeed. The com-
mittee members volunteer their time to plan,
organize, and run wellness events.

Draper is an example of a company rallying
around physical activity and healthy living to
improve an entire community’s quality of life.

As members of Congress, we need to con-
tinue to promote and encourage health and
overall wellness in our communities. In turn,

our wellness initiatives will encourage a
healthier American people.
—————

NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR
ABORTION AND ABORTION IN-
SURANCE FULL DISCLOSURE
ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
in opposition to H.R. 7, the deceivingly titled
“No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act.” Let’s
be clear, federal policy—including the Afford-
able Care Act—already prohibits the use of
taxpayer dollars to fund abortions, except in
the cases of rape, incest, or to save the life of
the mother.

The bill on the floor today would dramati-
cally restrict the freedom of women to use
their own money to purchase health insurance
that covers reproductive health services in-
cluding abortion. Under the bill, women and
families would be denied access to tax credits
to purchase any health plan in the health in-
surance Marketplaces that includes abortion
services even if they use their own money to
pay for coverage for those services. Addition-
ally, the bill would deny small business owners
tax credits if they offer coverage that includes
abortion to their employees even though large
employers can still offer such tax exempt cov-
erage. Under this bill, millions of American
women would be denied access to com-
prehensive reproductive health care—whether
they purchase insurance in the Marketplaces
or receive it through their employers.

Madam Speaker, a woman'’s right to choose
her own health care is fundamental and to-
day’s bill is a direct attack on that right. This
bill was a mistake the first time it was pro-
posed, and it remains a mistake today. | urge
my colleagues to reject this assault on women
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and instead | urge House Republicans to
focus on extending unemployment insurance
for millions of Americans who are out of work
through no fault of their own.

HONORING ROSY CHU
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Ms. Rosy Chu for her extraor-
dinary career in television and community af-
fairs on the occasion of her retirement. Ms.
Chu is retiring after more than forty-two years
of dedicated service with KTVU FOX 2 and
KICU TV36, where she has served as Director
of Community Affairs and Public Service since
1989.

A proud San Francisco native, Ms. Chu
graduated from San Francisco State University
with a Bachelor of Arts in Broadcast Commu-
nication Arts. She was one of the first women
of Asian descent to work in the television in-
dustry, and was the first Asian American
woman to host and produce a regularly sched-
uled talk show in the San Francisco Bay Area.
She began her career with KTVU FOX 2 in
1971 as a secretary in the art department be-
fore moving on to a number of producer roles.
From 1985 to 1988, Ms. Chu was the Pro-
ducer of “2 at Noon,” which was the first
newscast outside The Ten O’Clock News on
KTVU FOX 2. She became the Director of
Community Affairs and Public Service in 1989.

During her tenure at KTVU FOX 2, Ms. Chu
has served as an ambassador for the station
and has been a tremendous asset to the com-
munity. She has assisted non-profit agencies,
service organizations and community interest
groups in obtaining access to media to roll out
key messages on social needs and issues.
Ms. Chu reached a broad constituency
through hosting and producing “Bay Area
People,” a long-running and award winning
public affairs program featuring educational
and community issues. Ms. Chu has also trav-
eled throughout California, China and Aus-
tralia, allowing her to meet with diverse mem-
bers of communities to host and produce a
number of documentaries.

Ms. Chu is keenly committed to community
leadership. She joined Asians in Mass Media
and the National Asian American Tele-
communications early in the start of her ca-
reer. Ms. Chu served on the founding Board of
Directors for the San Francisco Chapter of the
Asian American Journalist Association, in ad-
dition to being the first Asian American on the
Board of Governor's for the San Francisco
Chapter of the National Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences. In 2005, Ms. Chu was in-
ducted into the exclusive Silver Circle Club of
the National Association of Television Arts and
Sciences, Northern California Chapter.

She has also earned myriad accolades, in-
cluding eight nominations and one award from
the Northern California Emmy Awards. She
has been recognized by numerous community
groups and national organizations including:
the Take a Bigger Role Life Savers Video Ex-
cellence Award; the National Association of
Broadcaster’s Children’s Television Award; the
New York Film and Video Festival Awards;
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California School Boards Foundation Docu-
mentary Media Award; the California Teach-
ers’ Association Media Excellence Awards and
American Women in Radio and Television.

In 2010, Ms. Chu was recognized by the
Asian American Journalist Association’s Honor
Roll of Asian American Pioneers in Journalism
as one of the first Asian American public af-
fairs producer-hosts and managers in United
States television. She was awarded the “2012
Powerful Women of the Bay” by the Black
Women Organized for Political Action.

Throughout her prolific career, Ms. Chu has
been praised for her commitment and con-
tributions to the community and to KTVU FOX
2 and KICU TV36. She has worked tirelessly
in building community outreach and enhancing
the lives of the community she serves through
advocacy and raising awareness on critical so-
cial issues.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, Ms. Rosy Chu, |
salute you. | thank you for a lifetime of service
and congratulate you on your many achieve-
ments. | wish you and your loved ones all the
very best as you transition to this exciting new
chapter of life.

———

HONORING ROUND ROCK, TX,
POLICE CHIEF TIM RYLE

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the distinguished career of Round Rock,
TX, Police Chief Tim Ryle. With his retirement
approaching, he will soon close out his incred-
ible service to my hometown and begin the
next chapter of his life.

A native Texan, Ryle carries on the family
tradition of law enforcement service into its
third generation. He began his career in
Round Rock in 1983 and steadily rose through
the ranks before being named Chief in Octo-
ber 2011. During his 31-year career, he’s seen
the Round Rock Police Department grow from
a small town police force into a skilled and
mobile law enforcement agency capable of
providing safety to this rapidly growing city.

Ryle understood effective police work at its
most basic level. A unifying force for area law
enforcement leaders, he brought together the
region’s chiefs, sheriffs, along with the County
and District Attorneys, for regular meetings to
coordinate strategies and share best practices.
Ryle was among the first chiefs in the nation
to implement mandatory physical fitness
standards for all officers. Another lasting leg-
acy was his devoted work to fund a public
safety training facility. All these achievements
have made a real difference in the lives of
residents.

Chief Ryle led his department with dedica-
tion, honesty, and integrity. Due in large part
to his leadership, Round Rock is now one of
the safest cities in the country. Locals could
always sleep well knowing their safety was
Ryle’s first priority.

Some people live an entire lifetime and
wonder if they have made a difference in the
world; Chief Tim Ryle doesn’t have that prob-
lem. | join the grateful citizens of Round Rock
to wish him only the best in the years ahead.
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EFFORT UNDERWAY BY THE
STANDARDS REVIEW COM-
MITTEE OF THE AMERICAN BAR
ASSOCIATION MAY RESTRICT AC-
CESS TO LEGAL EDUCATION FOR
STUDENTS OF COLOR

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to oppose efforts currently underway by the
Standards Review Committee of the American
Bar Association (ABA) that may unintentionally
restrict access to legal education for students
of color and negatively affect minority serving
institutions.

Five years ago, a broad based, national co-
alition of groups that included all of the na-
tional bar associations of color helped craft the
current ABA accreditation standard regarding
bar passage. That standard balanced the
need for quality assurances with the goal of
maintaining access to law school for students
of color. It required law schools to dem-
onstrate that three out of their last five grad-
uating classes got an ultimate pass rate of at
least 75% or an average of 75% over five
years.

Since then, as part of the ABA Council of
Legal Education’s application for re-recogni-
tion, the Department of Education as the ac-
crediting agency for law schools, the Depart-
ment reviewed this standard, did not find any
problems with it, and renewed the Council’s
accrediting authority.

Now the Council’'s Standards Review Com-
mittee is proposing to change this standard to
rigidly require schools to demonstrate that
every one of its graduating classes achieved
an ultimate pass rate of 75 percent in every
year, regardless of the pass rates in the juris-
dictions where the school’'s graduates sit for
the exam, or else the school would face an
immediate sanctions hearing, which is the first
step in revoking a school’s accreditation.

The SRC has acknowledged that it hasn’t
done a study and does not know the effects
of its proposal. Instead of undertaking the
work needed to justify raising its bar accredita-
tion requirement, it has taken a shortcut. This
shortcut will potentially limit enroliment for stu-
dents of color, and affect many minority serv-
ing institutions, including law schools affiliated
with historically black colleges and univer-
sities.

A wide-ranging coalition—over forty letters
express opposition to this standard. Included
among the groups opposing the change are
the Society of American Law Teachers, Clin-
ical Legal Education Association, ABA Council
of Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the Edu-
cational Pipeline, Historically Black College
and University Law School Deans, deans of
other schools, the National Bar Association,
Hispanic National Bar Association, National
Asian Pacific American Bar Association, Na-
tional Native American Bar Association, and
the Congressional Black, Hispanic, Asian Pa-
cific, and Progressive Caucuses.

People care about this issue because the
Standards Review Committee proposal would
create a perverse incentive for law schools to
limit enroliment solely to students with high
standardized test scores. When law schools
face accreditation review, their only way to
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remedy perceived deficiencies is to reduce the
chance that students will not pass the bar.
The ranks of lawyers reflect a different reality.
Many students enter law school with adequate
but not stellar standardized test scores and
prove through hard work an ability to succeed,
graduate, pass the bar, find a job, and con-
tribute meaningfully to the legal profession.

Another issue is not immediately evident,
but equally damaging. The National Bar Asso-
ciation has posted in its SRC comments on
the proposal, a study worth reading. The study
shows that students of color tend to sit for the
bar exam in state jurisdictions where the bar
exam is harder, and bar passage rates are
lower. Schools that graduate these students
will fare worse under the proposal than
schools with a higher percentage of students
that remain in state and tend to have a higher
percentage of Caucasian students. | note here
that law schools affiliated with historically
black colleges and universities have produced
some of the most important African American
leadership throughout the history of this na-
tion. The proposal’s potential effects warrant
in-depth study to ensure they are fully under-
stood.

This is one of the issues, raised by many of
those who have written to the Standards Re-
view Committee—that the committee is mak-
ing policy without data. The Council of Legal
Education controls the only available data on
the ultimate pass rates of particular schools in
particular jurisdictions, but despite repeated
requests, it has not undertaken a careful im-
pact study before moving forward on this fun-
damental policy change.

This is why we believe that the Standards
Review Committee bears the burden of con-
ducting a careful ultimate pass rate study of
the pass rates achieved by particular schools
in particular jurisdictions before moving for-
ward on this proposal. To date, it risks unin-
tentionally discriminating against schools that
graduate large numbers of students of color.

Mr. Speaker, | will close by restating the
American Bar Association’s own arguments in
support of diversity in the legal profession.
The ABA has outlined four powerful rationales
for why it must focus its energies on helping
to diversify the legal profession:

The Democracy Rationale—that lawyers
and judges play a unique role in our demo-
cratic institutions, and a more diverse judiciary
and legal profession will create greater trust
and confidence in the fairness of our mecha-
nisms of government and in the rule of law.

The Business Rationale—that businesses
must be responsive to their increasingly di-
verse customers and clients, here and around
the world, and lawyers who are culturally di-
verse can help businesses reach and better
serve these diverse populations.

The Leadership Rationale—that lawyers
often play leadership roles in our society, both
in and out of politics, and a more broadly in-
clusive legal profession is essential to pro-
viding under-represented groups with access
to these roles.

The Demographic Rationale—that by 2042
or sooner, America will be a country of color,
in which a majority of her citizens will be peo-
ple of color.

These arguments reflect the import of ex-
panding access to the legal field, not making
it harder.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION to inclement weather, which prevented me PERSONAL EXPLANATION
from traveling from Williamsport, PA to Wash-
HON. TOM MARINO ington, DC. Had | been present, | would have HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ
OF PENNSYLVANIA voted “yea.” OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
33, | was unable to vote on rollcall No. 33 due

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 4, 2014
Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 32, | was unable to be present for the

vote on H.R. 1791. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”
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