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president of CVS Pharmacy; and their
board and their staffs for their commit-
ment to putting people over profits. As
one of the Nation’s largest retail and
pharmacy chains, CVS Pharmacy has
helped countless Rhode Islanders and
people all across this country better
manage their health.

The negative impacts of tobacco are
well known—lung cancer, diabetes, em-
physema, and chronic bronchitis—and
cigarette smoking is the leading pre-
ventable cause of death in the United
States.

Taking this product off their shelves
continues CVS Caremark’s long tradi-
tion of helping people improve their
health and wellness, and it undermines
Big Tobacco’s active marketing to fu-
ture generations of Americans to per-
suade them to take up this deadly
habit. I salute CVS Caremark in their
efforts to help Americans live longer,
healthier lives, and I am so proud of
their decision and their corporate lead-
ership.

———

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR KIDS ACT

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MESSER. Madam Speaker, lots
of kids in America go to a great school,
but too many Kkids don’t, and that is
not okay. The simple truth is that too
many families live in neighborhoods
with bad schools. They can’t afford to
move, and they can’t afford tuition to
go to a better school either.

There is another way. Imagine a sys-
tem not limited by ZIP Code, where
education dollars follow the child and
every family in America can afford to
send their child to the school of their
choice. This dream could become re-
ality under the Scholarships for Kids
Act. We filed the bill today. It gives
States the option to use Federal edu-
cation funds for scholarships to lower-
income families, empowering these
families to choose the best opportuni-
ties for their kids.

Let’s stop defending the indefensible
and start imagining a great future for
every child in America.

———
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NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM
LANDS FOR SNOWMOBILES IN
MICHIGAN

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I want
to thank the House of Representatives
for passing my amendment yesterday,
which will help preserve access to the
National Forest System lands for
snowmobiles in Michigan and across
the Nation, the same access that has
long been granted for responsible
snowmobilers.

In Michigan, snowmobiling has long
been an important part of our State’s
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heritage. Half of my home State’s 6,300
miles of snowmobile trails are on pub-
lic land. Each year, families in my dis-
trict head into the woods to partake in
this winter recreational activity.

Snowmobiling supports our economy,
particularly in northern Michigan.
Each year, snowmobiling pumps over
$200 million into my State’s economy,
supporting thousands and thousands of
jobs. Nationally, it is even greater: $26
billion in economic activity annually,
and over 100,000 jobs directly related to
the snowmobile industry and the over
225,000 miles of groomed trails that
people ride on.

My amendment supports these jobs,
promotes conservation, and ensures
snowmobilers that they will be able to
continue to enjoy our incredible win-
ters while preserving the natural beau-
ty of our national forests.

———————

CBO’S LATEST ECONOMIC REPORT
ON OBAMACARE

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, I come
before my colleagues today as someone
who comes from a family that at times
did not have health care. I think we
can do a much better job, and we
should do a much better job, helping
people get health care.

Like some predicted on both sides of
the aisle, they said that the way
ObamaCare was crafted it could result
in a train wreck. We didn’t really
know, but now we do know. The facts
are out. Everyone has seen the rollout,
which was a disaster.

Every American should be stunned to
see the Congressional Budget Office re-
port today. You should read that: 2.5
million people will lose their jobs. That
doesn’t even consider the ones who
have already been put to part-time sta-
tus when they are trying to feed their
families, make a living, and put gas in
the car.

Here we have more people losing jobs
because of this. Look at this, how
many people will see a smaller amount
in their paycheck thanks to
ObamacCare.

This isn’t a partisan document. This
is something that is put out that has
analyzed the impact, and it could be
devastating.

———
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S PROPOSALS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, last
week, President Obama laid out a se-
ries of proposals: ‘“‘build new ladders of
opportunity into the middle class’ and
revive and sustain a core tenet of our
American system—as he put it: ‘“‘the
notion that if you work hard and take
responsibility, you can get ahead.”

I could not agree more with many of
the President’s proposals. Increasing
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the minimum wage, supporting job
training and education, and ensuring
equal pay for equal work are all nec-
essary to meet the serious economic
challenges of our time: stagnant wages
and the lack of upward mobility.

But the President’s push for fast
track authority for the Trans-Pacific
Partnership trade agreement, or TPP,
flies in the face of these reforms. Twen-
ty years after the NAFTA agreement
involving Mexico and its $10 a day
wages, we know that the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, which includes Vietnam
and its 28 cents per hour minimum
wage, will depress wages. It will lead to
the offshoring and the loss of American
jobs.

Raising American’s living standards,
restoring the middle class, creating
American jobs, and increasing wages—
those are our economic goals. That is
what we should achieve as a society.
The Trans-Pacific Partnership fails on
all of these goals, and we should defeat
fast track.

———

THANKING THE CLEVELAND/BRAD-
LEY COUNTY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Madam Speaker,
last week, I had the honor of attending
the Cleveland/Bradley County Chamber
of Commerce annual meeting, where
Mrs. Margaret Schenck and Mr. Bob
Card Both received awards for their de-
votion to free market values and dedi-
cation to our community.

I want to thank these individuals,
along with the entire Cleveland/Brad-
ley County Chamber of Commerce, for
their ongoing fight to grow and support
local businesses.

Organizations like this Chamber of
Commerce show that American small
business owners and entrepreneurs are
doing their part in growing jobs and
strengthening our economy.

Now it is time for Washington to live
up to its end of the bargain. We must
eliminate the mnumerous regulatory
roadblocks that are being imposed
upon businesses and holding them back
from reaching their full potential. We
know the path to prosperity will not be
paved by Washington bureaucrats.
Rather, a brighter future will be se-
cured by groups like the Cleveland/
Bradley County Chamber of Commerce
who seek to foster innovation and em-
power local businesses.

———

IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise in support of comprehen-
sive immigration reform.

Our borders remain vulnerable, em-
ployers game the system by hiring un-
documented workers, and millions of
individuals are living in the shadows.
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