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officer in the commissioned officer corps for

at least 3 years to be serving in a career or

career-conditional position in the competi-
tive service within the Administration for
purposes of such limitation.

“(b) CAREER APPOINTMENTS.—If the Sec-
retary selects an application submitted by
an officer described in subsection (a) for a
position described in such subsection, the
Secretary shall give such officer a career or
career-conditional appointment in the com-
petitive service, as appropriate.

‘‘(c) COMPETITIVE SERVICE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘competitive service’
has the meaning given the term in section
2102 of title 5, United States Code.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections in section 1 of the Act entitled ‘“An
Act to authorize the Hydrographic Service
Improvement Act of 1998, and for other pur-
poses’’ (Public Law 107-372) is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 269,
as added by this title, the following new
item:

““Sec. 269A. Treatment of commission in
commissioned officer corps as
employment in Administration
for purposes of certain hiring
decisions.”.

TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 501. TECHNICAL CORRECTION.

Section 101(21)(C) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘in the com-
missioned officer corps’ before ‘‘of the Na-
tional”.

SEC. 502. REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Commerce shall submit to
Congress a report evaluating the current sta-
tus and projected needs of the commissioned
officer corps of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration to operate suffi-
ciently through fiscal year 2017.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) The average annual attrition rate of of-
ficers in the commissioned officer corps of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

(2) An estimate of the number of annual re-
cruits that would reasonably be required to
operate the commissioned officer corps suffi-
ciently through fiscal year 2017.

(3) The projected impact of this Act on an-
nual recruitment numbers through fiscal
year 2017.
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(4) Identification of areas of duplication or
unnecessary redundancy in current activities
of the commissioned officer corps that could
otherwise be streamlined or eliminated to
save costs.

(5) Such other matters as the Secretary
considers appropriate regarding the provi-
sions of this Act and the amendments made
by this Act.

SEC. 503. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, sections 101 through 411 shall take
effect on the date that is 90 days after the
date on which the Secretary of Commerce
submits to Congress the report required by
section 502(a).

———

APPOINTMENTS

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 93565(a), appoints
the following Senator to the Board of
Visitors of the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy: The Honorable JERRY MORAN of

Kansas, vice The Honorable JOHN
HOEVEN of North Dakota.
The Chair, on behalf of the Vice

President, pursuant to Section 1295b(h)
of title 46 App., United States Code,
and upon the recommendation of the
Chairman of the Committee on Com-
merce, Science and Transportation, ap-
points the following Senators to the
Board of Visitors of the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy: The Honorable JOHN
BoozMAN of Arkansas and The Honor-
able ROGER WICKER of Mississippi.

————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 12, 2014

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until 9:30
a.m. tomorrow, February 12, 2014; that
following the prayer and pledge the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, and the time for the two leaders
be reserved for their use later in the
day; that following any Ileader re-
marks, the Senate be in a period of
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morning business until 11 a.m., with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each, with the
time equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the Republicans control-
ling the first half and the majority
controlling the final half; and that fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session under the
previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. So there will be up to four
rollcall votes starting at 11:30 a.m. to-
morrow. We expect to receive the debt
limit legislation and the military re-
tirement pay bill from the House to-
morrow and we hope to consider both
items during tomorrow’s session.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:45 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, February 12, 2014, at 9:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate February 11, 2014:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

RICHARD STENGEL, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF STATE FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY.

SARAH SEWALL, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE AN
UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE (CIVILIAN SECURITY, DE-
MOCRACY, AND HUMAN RIGHTS).

CHARLES HAMMERMAN RIVKIN, OF THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
(ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS AFFAIRS).

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

SLOAN D. GIBSON, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
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