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country in the world. It is critical the
Keystone Pipeline be built to create
jobs and to see that we continue to
control the generation of petroleum
and energy in our country and become
a net seller rather than a gross im-
porter, which we have been for many
years in the past.

The Keystone Pipeline makes sense
for the unions, makes sense for busi-
ness, makes sense to America, and
America does a better job environ-
mentally of treating petroleum and re-
fining it than any country in the world,
particularly China. It ought to come to
America, and the President can do that
with the stroke of a pen.

Third, GSE reform. Our government-
sponsored entities Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae continue to do business,
but they languish from a lack of atten-
tion. We need to reform those two enti-
ties so we can have a robust housing
market for a middle America.

If you have enough money to pay
cash for a house in America today, you
can do that. If you are on the low end
and want an FHA loan, you can get
that. But if you are in middle Amer-
ica—if you are one of those Americans
we all talk about wanting to help—
there is not enough mortgage money
available because there is no govern-
ment-sponsored entity to guarantee
the paper to guarantee the capital to
flow into America.

If you want to get the unemployment
rate down from 6.4 to 5 percent, which
all of us want, there is one way to do
it; that is, bring back a robust housing
market, which still does not exist in
the United States today.

Fourth, talk to PATTY MURRAY and
ToM HARKIN. TOM HARKIN is the chair-
man of our Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions. PATTY
MURRAY is the chairman of the sub-
committee I serve on in terms of labor,
and let’s get the Workforce Investment
Act, which for 6 years has languished
in terms of continuation and renewal,
renewed and reauthorized. Let’s get it
done. The work is done. We are this
close. We just need an impetus from
the White House to tell the Congress to
go ahead and get it done and send it.

I appreciate what the President said
he is going to do with JOE BIDEN. I
think JOE BIDEN is a tremendous Vice
President and he does a great job, but
we don’t need to recreate the wheel.
Congress has done the work on WIA. It
is time to pass it and it is time for the
President to sign it.

TRIBUTE TO BOBBY COX

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I want
to pay tribute to a great Georgian, a
personal friend of mine, and a great
baseball player in the history of our
country: Bobby Cox, No. 6, former third
baseman for the New York Yankees,
third baseman for the Atlanta Braves,
manager of Toronto’s Blue Jays when
they won a World Series, and for 14
consecutive seasons he took the At-
lanta Braves to a playoff. Five of those
seasons he took them to the National
League Championship and one of those
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seasons he took them to win the World
Series against the Cleveland Indians.

Bobby Cox was voted into Baseball’s
Hall of Fame and will be sworn in at
Cooperstown, NY, on June 27 of this
year. Bobby Cox is an icon in baseball
and a greet human being. He set many
records, such as the following: 2,085 vic-
tories with the Atlanta Braves, best in
Braves history; overall record of 2,413
wins and 1,930 losses. The Braves won
more games with Cox, 1,725 in a 19-sea-
son span, than any other team in base-
ball; 15 divisional crowns, 5 pennants,
and he holds the record for the most
ejections of any manager in the history
of baseball.

The reason that is a positive story is
this: Bobby Cox fought for his players.
He knew how to motivate a crowd, he
knew how to get on an umpire’s back,
and he knew how to turn the team
bench around. His 132nd ejection took
place in November of 2007 during one of
the playoff games when he went out
and argued a third called strike against
his star player Chipper Jones. Two in-
nings later the Braves came back and
rallied and won. In large measure, it
was Bobby’s fighting for his players
that made the difference.

But Bobby Cox also fights for Geor-
gia. His work with the Dreams of Re-
covery Foundation, which Cindy Don-
ald founded for those who are para-
plegic and quadriplegic in Georgia, has
been a miracle. Bobby gives his time
and effort all the time to help those
who are less fortunate.

He also continues to help the Atlanta
Braves, who will soon be moving from
downtown Atlanta to my home county
of Cobb County, in Marietta, GA.

I pay tribute and give thanks to
Bobby Cox for all he has given to our
State and recognize him for the
achievement of being sworn into Base-
ball’s Hall of Fame in Cooperstown.
Best of luck, Bobby, for many more
years to come.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

———
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. REED. Mr. President, first, I
wish to thank my colleague Senator
WHITEHOUSE for yielding me 2 minutes.

We are leaving here with major un-
finished business. We have not ex-
tended unemployment benefits for 1.8
million Americans. They are getting to
be increasingly desperate. They need
this assistance as they continue to
look for work in a very difficult time.

I think it is interesting, if not ironic,
that the pay-for mechanism that was
instead used to pay for the appropriate
adjustment of the military retirees’
COLA was the same pay-for mechanism
we had proposed to use to extend these
benefits for up to several months, al-
most 1 year. Yet many of my col-
leagues on the other side rejected that,
saying that was inappropriate.

We have to come back. We will come
back. We have to deal with unemploy-
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ment insurance. We have to find a way,
both sides, to come together and find a
way to provide modest assistance for
these Americans who are struggling to
find work in a market where there are
up to three applicants for every job.

With that, I thank the Senator from
Rhode Island, and I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Senator
B0O0OZMAN precede me in recognition on
the floor for such time as he may con-
sume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Arkansas.

RESTORING THE MILITARY COLA

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, in last
year’s budget agreement our retired
servicemembers were unjustly targeted
to bear the burden of irresponsible
spending. Balancing the budget on the
backs of our servicemembers is a reck-
less move which violates the responsi-
bility we have to those who wear our
Nation’s uniform, which is why I voted
against the budget agreement.

Numerous Arkansans have reached
out to me urging Congress to correct
these misguided cuts. I have been en-
couraging my colleagues to restore
these cuts at the earliest opportunity
in order to provide certainty for our
military retirees’ financial future. I,
working with others in this body, have
worked hard to bring this to a vote.

Yesterday, the House took action. I
am pleased to be able to stand here
today and tell those Arkansans and all
veterans that the Senate has followed
suit and corrected this injustice.

However, we must continue working
to fully repeal the section of the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act which reduces retire-
ment pay for those who enlist after
January 1, 2014. Any changes which
Congress may consider to our military
compensation system should be done in
a thoughtful and responsible manner in
the context of a broader compensation
system.

I supported this bill before the Sen-
ate today to restore the full cost of liv-
ing adjustment for those enlisted prior
to 2014, but I will continue working to
fully repeal this cut which singles out
current military enlistments to bear
the burden of wasteful Washington
spending. We need to right this wrong
so our veterans, servicemembers, and
their families have one less thing to
worry about. However, this overwhelm-
ingly bipartisan vote today was cer-
tainly a step in the right direction.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). The Senator from Rhode Is-
land.

————
CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
this marks the 58th consecutive week
we have been in session where I have
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come to the floor to seek to wake up
this Congress to the threat of climate
change.

Carbon pollution from the burning of
fossil fuels is altering the climate. The
consensus around this fact within the
scientific community—and in fact the
reality-based community—is over-
whelming.

Since the industrial revolution, hu-
mans have dumped 2 trillion metric
tons of carbon dioxide into the air and
oceans—and counting. The EPA esti-
mates that in 2011, the United States
alone emitted more than 5.6 billion
tons of carbon dioxide.

We know the concentration of carbon
in the atmosphere is higher than it has
been in the history of mankind. We
know that when we put more carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere, it warms
up the planet. This has been under-
stood science since Abraham Lincoln
was President.

We know the ocean absorbs 90 per-
cent of the excess heat and 30 percent
of the carbon in the air. As water
warms, it expands, and sea levels go up.
This is called the law of thermal expan-
sion. We know that when carbon dis-
solves in water, it increases the levels
of carbonic acid in the water. This is a
law of chemistry. We know from simple
measurements that seawater is
acidifying at a rate we haven’t seen at
any time in the past 50 million years.
We are a species of homo sapiens who
have been on the planet for a little
over 200,000. So 50 million takes us
back a way.

When we put these things together,
and then look at things like 37 straight
years with a global temperature above
the 20th century average, sea level up
10 inches in Newport, RI, oyster spat
killed off by acidic water in Wash-
ington State, shorter seasons for ski
resort operators and longer seasons for
wildfire fighters, our climate is chang-
ing. The scientific debate is long set-
tled, and public awareness of the crisis
is growing stronger and even across
party lines.

Outside these walls of Congress,
which have been barricaded by lies and
special interest propaganda, Americans
of all stripes, including more and more
responsible Republican voices, ac-
knowledge the threat of climate
change and call for responsible solu-
tions. Yet Congress remains trapped
behind a barricade of polluting special
interest influence. Republicans in Con-
gress refuse to get serious.

It wasn’t always this way. Conserva-
tion of this land’s natural resources
used to be a core value of the Repub-
lican party, and protecting future gen-
erations’ natural birthright from plun-
dering by special-interest industry was
a cornerstone of Republican leadership.
This month actually marks the anni-
versary of a milestone in that kind of
American leadership.

On February 1, 1905, President Theo-
dore Roosevelt established the TU.S.
Forest Service. Fed up with the cro-
nyism and bureaucracy that defined
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the weak existing conservation pro-
grams, he dissolved the Bureau of For-
estry within the Department of Agri-
culture and transferred management of
the 63 million acres of national forests
under the Department of the Interior
to the new Forest Service.

Roosevelt resented the ‘‘malefactors
of great wealth,” as he called them, the
timber and mining interests whose
‘“‘selfish and shortsighted greed,” he
called it, ‘‘seeks to exploit [our natural
resources] in such fashion as to ruin
them, and thereby to leave our chil-
dren and our children’s children heirs
only to an exhausted and impoverished
inheritance.”

Roosevelt not only knew how to say
the right thing, he knew how to say it
well.

Pictured here is Teddy Roosevelt
looking across the vast expanse of
Mogollon Rim in Arizona, one of the
many forests transferred to the newly
created Forest Service. With the Presi-
dent is Gifford Pinchot, a prime advo-
cate of the Forest Service. As its first
Chief, Pinchot restructured and profes-
sionalized the management of the na-
tional forests. During Roosevelt’s Pres-
idency, the Federal forest system grew
by nearly 130 million acres. In total, he
extended protection to an additional
230 million acres of our Nation’s land.

Roosevelt said:

We have become great in a material sense
because of the lavish use of our resources,
and we have just reason to be proud of our
growth. But the time has come to inquire se-
riously what will happen when our forests
are gone, when the coal, the iron, the oil,
and the gas are exhausted, when the soils
shall have been still further impoverished
and washed into the streams, polluting the
rivers.

Today, some of these long-cherished
American forests, grasslands, and land-
scapes are under assault due to climate
change.

In July 2010, the Forest Service
issued its ‘“‘National Roadmap for Re-
sponding to Climate Change.”’ Specifi-
cally, the Forest Service report says:

Most of the urgent forest and grassland
management challenges of the past 20 years,
such as wildfires, changing water regimes,
and expanding forest insect infestations,
have been driven, in part, by a changing cli-
mate. Future impacts are projected to be
even more severe.

Our Bicameral Task Force on Cli-
mate Change, which I chair with Con-
gressman WAXMAN, hosted a roundtable
of firefighters and State and Federal
foresters. Here is what Dave Cleaves,
the Forest Service’s Climate Change
Advisor, told us:

So what have we been seeing? ... The
length of the fire season increasing by more
than 60 days over the last 10 years, the an-
nual area burned by wildfire increasing more
than four times what it was in the 1970s; the
portion of the area burned by large fires has
gone up two to seven times, so most of that
increase in acreage has been because of the
large fires, and the extreme part of the dis-
tribution of fires.

. .. So we have a big issue on our hands,
it’s an ecological issue, it’s an economic
issue, it’s a social issue, and dealing with it
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means we have to understand it better and
understand some of the related challenges.

Shown here is the devastation from
the largest rim fire in the Sierra Ne-
vada range in recorded history. The
healthy forest is shown 2 years prior to
the fire on the left, while monitoring
right before the fire showed a sudden
decline in the health of the forest
caused by the western pine beetle kill-
ing ponderosa pine and making the for-
est vulnerable to burning. This is a
beetle that is killed off by cold weath-
er. So where it can infest forests is lim-
ited by cold weather and altitude, of
course, because it gets colder at higher
altitudes.

With climate change, the territory of
the infestation has expanded, and we
see this change from a healthy forest
to this. When it turns to this, it can
burn. On the right we see the charred
and unrecognizable landscape. Al-
though we cannot definitively at-
tribute any single fire to climate
change, according to a 2012 comprehen-
sive science report for the U.S. forest
sector, increased temperature and
drought can increase frequency and
magnitude of fires and amplify insect
and pathogen outbreaks which affect
forest health. For example, Montana’s
deep freezes used to kill off the pine
bark beetle. Today, that beetle Kkills
millions of acres of trees across the
American West.

President Roosevelt issued a warning
a century ago:

One distinguishing characteristic of really
civilized men is foresight. We have to, as a
nation, exercise foresight for this nation in
the future; and if we do not exercise that
foresight, dark will be the future.

Have we heeded Roosevelt’s warning?
We can clearly foresee the devastation
climate change will bring. Yet many
modern Republicans, particularly those
in Congress, are aligning themselves
with the polluters and deniers to man-
ufacture doubt about the science and
fight any limits on greenhouse gas
emissions.

Roosevelt, a Republican, had fore-
sight to protect the natural resources
we relay on, but his once great party
has lost track of his ideals. Democrats
and Republicans should be working
with President Obama to implement
his climate action plan to reduce car-
bon pollution. But when the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee re-
cently held an oversight hearing on the
President’s plan, what did we get from
our Republican colleagues? Flat-out
climate denial—the polluter party line.

Theodore Roosevelt, the great Repub-
lican conservationist, stood up to pol-
luting special interests. He was, in the
name of the recent book, ‘“The Wilder-
ness Warrior.”

Today, too many Republicans in Con-
gress have joined polluting corporate
special interests in their war on the
wilderness. Perhaps they should listen
to another Roosevelt. Theodore Roo-
sevelt IV is the great-grandson of the
26th President, and he is still a Repub-
lican. He wants his fellow Republicans
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to return to the values of his great-
grandfather.

It seems to be beyond the scope of many on
the right to say, for instance, that species
extinction, as a vresult of unrestrained
human activity, is immoral and indefensible;
that our refusal to seriously engage in a
global effort to address climate change is un-
ethical and imprudent.

There are such clear warnings. The
facts speak for themselves. The denial
position has shown itself to be non-
sense, a sham. Yet in Congress we
sleepwalk on. Every day more and
more Americans realize the truth, and
they increasingly want this Congress
to wake up. They know that climate
change is real.

It is time to wake up and to do the
work necessary to combat climate
change. It is time for us to heed the
words of President Theodore Roosevelt:

Here is your country. Cherish these nat-
ural wonders, cherish the natural resources,
cherish the history and romance as a sacred
heritage, for your children and your chil-
dren’s children. Do not let selfish men or
greedy interests skin your country of its
beauty, its riches or its romance.

Let us wake up.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUESTS—
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session to consider the fol-
lowing nominations: Calendar Nos. 564,
570, 566, and 567—these are district
court judges for the District of Con-
necticut, the Eastern District of Ar-
kansas, the Northern District of Cali-
fornia, and the Northern District of
California—that the nominations be
confirmed en bloc; the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions
be in order to any of the nominations;
that any related statements be printed
in the RECORD; that the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Republican whip.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, as everyone
knows, last year our friends on the
other side of the aisle invoked the so-
called nuclear option. The stated rea-
son was to strip the minority of any
ability to stop any executive or judi-
cial nominees on the floor. But, in fact,
prior to the President’s attempt to fill

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

up the DC Circuit Court with judges
they didn’t need, the Senate actually
had a very good record of confirming
the President’s judicial nominees, 215
to 2.

Now the majority leader would like
to short-circuit the process which was
put in place as a result of the nuclear
option and seek to get confirmation of
these judicial nominees by unanimous
consent. My hope would be that the
majority leader would choose to re-
verse the partisan rules change so we
can go back to the bipartisan coopera-
tive process which resulted in more
than 200 Obama judges being con-
firmed.

Absent that, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate
my friend’s understanding of what has
happened, and we will have further
conversations about this.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JEFFREY ALKER
MEYER TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF CONNECTICUT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 564.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jeffrey Alker Meyer, of Con-
necticut, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Connecticut.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Mr.
President, I have a cloture motion at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Jeffrey Alker Meyer, of Connecticut, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Connecticut.

Harry Reid, Sherrod Brown, Richard J.
Durbin, Christopher Murphy, Robert
Menendez, Christopher A. Coons, Angus
S. King, Jr., Martin Heinrich, Amy
Klobuchar, Dianne Feinstein, Tom
Udall, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Bernard
Sanders, Barbara Boxer, Brian Schatz,
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Thomas R. Car-
per, Benjamin L. Cardin, Michael F.
Bennet.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). The question is on the mo-
tion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JAMES MAXWELL
MOODY, JR., TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR
THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF AR-
KANSAS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 570.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Nomination of James Maxwell Moody, Jr.,
of Arkansas, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Arkansas.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion
which has been filed at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of James Maxwell Moody, Jr., of Arkansas,
to be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Arkansas.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Mark L.
Pryor, Mark Begich, Robert Menendez,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Tom Harkin, Amy
Klobuchar, Christopher Murphy, Patty
Murray, Jon Tester, Richard J. Durbin,
Barbara Boxer, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Claire McCaskill, Richard Blumenthal,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Jack Reed.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the mandatory quorum under rule XXII
be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move
to proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JAMES DONATO
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DIS-
TRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 566.
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