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RECOGNIZING THE SMITHSONIAN 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NAT-
URAL HISTORY’S BEYOND 
BOLLYWOOD EXHIBIT 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Smithsonian National Museum of 
Natural History and the Smithsonian Asian Pa-
cific American Center. This week, they open a 
new exhibition called ‘‘Beyond Bollywood: In-
dian Americans Shape the Nation.’’ One out of 
every 100 Americans traces his or her roots 
back to India, me included. As a first-genera-
tion Indian American born and raised in Cali-
fornia, I am here today largely because of the 
Indian Americans of my parents’ generation 
who paved the way with their dedication to 
hard work, education, and family. It is impor-
tant for us to recognize this remarkable com-
munity’s contributions to our country. 

The new exhibit examines the daily experi-
ences of Indian Americans and highlights the 
impacts they’ve had on our Nation, from 
breakthroughs in medicine and technology to 
the election of Dalip Singh Saund, the first 
Asian-American member of Congress, elected 
in 1956. It is the first exhibit of its kind to ex-
plore the Indian American experience and cel-
ebrate the history and achievements of this 
community’s political, professional, and cul-
tural contributions to American life and history. 
I commend the Smithsonian National Museum 
of Natural History for their support and rec-
ognition of this country’s 3.3 million Indian 
Americans and their dedication to furthering 
national dialogue about a community that has 
become integral to the fabric of American life. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO TANNER 
MERRIFIELD 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and honor Tanner Merrifield, an 
18-year-old senior at Southeast Polk High 
School from Runnells, Iowa, who has 
achieved national recognition for exemplary 
volunteer service in his community from the 
2014 Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
program. 

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
program is our country’s largest youth recogni-
tion program based entirely on volunteer com-
munity service. The program was created in 
conjunction with Prudential and the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals to 
honor middle and high school students for out-
standing service to benefit others at the local, 
state, and national level. Since 1995, more 
than 345,000 American youths have partici-
pated in this excellent program. 

Tanner was selected as one of Iowa’s four 
distinguished finalists for undertaking an ex-
tensive project to restore two campsites that 
had fallen into disrepair at a local park. To 
tackle this task, Mr. Merrifield devoted months 
of hard work pursuing township approvals, so-
liciting donations, organizing volunteers, pur-
chasing materials, and ultimately rebuilding 
the campsites. Following his hard work, each 
campsite now includes new trails, fire rings 
and landscaping. There is no doubt Tanner’s 
selfless efforts will provide a lasting benefit to 
his community for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud Mr. Merrifield for his sin-
cere dedication to positively impacting the 
lives of others in his community. Tanner’s 
commitment to a cause greater than himself is 
a testament to the high-quality character and 
unwavering work ethic instilled in Iowans both 
young and old. Our future is bright with young 
people like Tanner, and it is an honor to rep-
resent him and his family in the United States 
Congress. I invite my colleagues in the House 
to join me in congratulating Tanner, thanking 
his supportive family, and thanking all of those 
involved in this wonderful project for their life- 
changing efforts. 

f 

HONORING LUKAS JAMES 
ERICKSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Lukas James 
Erickson. Lukas is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 75, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Lukas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Lukas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Lukas has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Lukas de-
signed and constructed a privacy picket fence 
and rebuilt two long planter boxes at the out-
door classroom of Eugene Field Elementary in 
Maryville, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Lukas James Erickson for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

REMEMBERING FORMER STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE EUGENE 
SCHLICKMAN OF ILLINOIS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember former State Representative Eu-
gene Schlickman of Illinois who passed away 
on January 23rd at the age of 84. 

Eugene Schlickman was born on December 
17th, 1929 in Dubuque, Iowa, the oldest of 
four children. His family moved to Rockford, Il-
linois, where Schlickman grew up and where 
his father ran the Tydee Dydee Diaper Serv-
ice. Eugene attended St. Thomas High School 
in Rockford and later became the first in his 
family to graduate from college, after which he 
went on to earn a law degree from George-
town University. 

Schlickman was elected to the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly in 1964 and served for eight 
terms, where he was known for reaching 
across the aisle and promoting bipartisan co-
operation. During his tenure in the General 
Assembly, he led initiatives on issues includ-
ing higher education, parochial schools, chil-
dren’s services, and regional planning. After 
leaving the Legislature, Schlickman practiced 
law in Arlington Heights and coauthored biog-
raphies of former Governor Otto Kerner and 
Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to give my sincere con-
dolences to Eugene Schlickman’s family and 
friends in Rockford and throughout Illinois and 
honor his years of dedicated service to our 
state. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE ‘‘SALMON 
SOLUTIONS AND PLANNING ACT’’ 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, American 
taxpayers and Pacific Northwest ratepayers 
have little to show for the more than $11 bil-
lion they have spent on salmon recovery ef-
forts in the Columbia and Snake River Basin. 
Since being listed for protection under the En-
dangered Species Act in the early 1990s, 
most of the thirteen native salmon and 
steelhead species remain near the depressed 
levels that triggered their protected status in 
the first place. 

The value of these fish populations is unde-
niable, holding major economic, environmental 
and cultural significance to the Pacific North-
west. Even now, at their historically low levels, 
salmon add over a billion dollars to the re-
gion’s economy and constitute a vital part of 
communities throughout the Northwest. 

While continuing our efforts to protect salm-
on and steelhead populations is critical, it is 
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clear that our current approach is not working. 
Over twenty years and $11 billion later, their 
vulnerable status remains virtually unchanged. 
Four Biological Opinions have been rejected 
by the courts as insufficient for fish survival. 
Last month’s latest BiOp represents little 
change from the previous version, stoking the 
possibility of renewed court challenges. 

It’s time to reevaluate our failed efforts and 
consider the best approach forward, including 
the possibility of removing four dams on the 
lower Snake River. Last century, over 1,100 
dams were removed throughout the country. 
Last month marked the start of the removal of 
yet another dam: the Rockford Dam on Iowa’s 
Shell Rock River is being breached, among 
other reasons, to restore fish passage to 21.5 
miles of the river. The legislation I am re-intro-
ducing today, the Salmon Solutions and Plan-
ning Act, commissions studies to focus our ef-
forts so that all factors are taken into account 
when considering dam removal. Our salmon 
recovery efforts must be informed, cost effec-
tive, and successful. 

Inaction is not an option. We must use the 
best available science to protect this vital 
American resource before it’s too late. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF 
YUMA’S CENTENNIAL 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the centennial of Yuma, Arizona. 
Though it has been a city for 100 years, Yuma 
has a long and storied history. The Colorado 
River, on the banks of which Yuma lies, has 
had a shaping influence on the city and is an 
essential part of its history. Not only did the 
Colorado bring the area’s first European visi-
tors—Spanish explorers who sailed up the 
river in 1540 and discovered a thriving Native 
American village on its banks—it is also the 
reason for the very existence of the city. 

Today it is the river’s water that is most im-
portant to this desert city, providing drinking 
water to its residents and irrigation water to its 
surrounding farms. Because of the ample sun-
shine, the plentiful irrigation, and the rich soil, 
Yuma County, of which Yuma is the county 
seat, is the winter vegetable capital of the 
world: 90% of the country’s leafy vegetables 
are grown there from November to March. 

Prior to the early 1900s, however, it was the 
physical presence of the river that shaped 
Yuma. Though today the river is tame at 
Yuma, prior to the early 1900s the Colorado’s 
banks were in constant flux, stretching up to 
15 miles across at times. This made crossing 
the river a challenge. There was one point, 
however, at which 2 outcroppings made the 
river narrow. It was at this strategic point, 
called the Yuma Crossing, where the Native 
American settlement that would become Yuma 
was first established. 

Variously known as Colorado City and Ari-
zona City, the city at Yuma Crossing was in-
corporated under the laws of the State of Ari-
zona in 1914. The Yuma Crossing was used 
by thousands of people during the California 
gold rush, establishing the site’s importance in 
American history. Eventually the US Army built 
a fort at Yuma and used it as a supply base 
for its southwestern operations. Yuma was 
also the site of the infamous Arizona Territorial 
Prison, emblematic of the Wild West. 

From its original Native American settlers to 
its Wild West days, Yuma’s story is part of the 
American story. It has been an incorporated 
city for 100 years. Here’s to 100 more. 

f 

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT 
ANTHONY DANIEL CUTTER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Master Sergeant Anthony 
Daniel Cutter upon his retirement from the 
United States Air Force. I thank him for his 
twenty years of dedicated and honorable serv-
ice to our country. 

Sergeant Cutter was born and raised in 
Lake County, California. In December, 1993, 
he joined the United States Air Force. 
Throughout his career, Sergeant Cutter was 
stationed across the United States as well as 
overseas. He was deployed to South Korea, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
For his honorable service Sergeant Cutter re-
ceived two Meritorious Service Medals, one 
upon his return from Afghanistan in 2011 and 
the other in Las Vegas in 2014. 

Throughout his years of service, Sergeant 
Cutter remained a dedicated husband and fa-
ther to his four children. When home on leave, 
he generously volunteered his time to support 
Operation Tango Mike; an organization that 
aims to support fellow service men and 
women by sending care packages to troops 
stationed overseas. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we honor and thank Sergeant Cutter for 
his invaluable service to our country. His twen-
ty years of service with the United States Air 
Force is both admirable and deserving of rec-
ognition. On behalf of a grateful community, I 
wish him a most enjoyable retirement. 

f 

COMMENDING SOCIAL SECURITY 
EMPLOYEES FOR FIGHTING 
FRAUD 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, millions of 
Americans pay into Social Security every 
week, knowing that when they need Social 
Security, it will be there for them. Without So-
cial Security’s dedicated, highly-trained work-
force, we would not be able to stop fraud and 
errors and guard those contributions until they 
are needed. 

The Social Security Administration (SSA) re-
cently stopped two large fraud conspiracies, 
one in Puerto Rico and one in New York. I 
want to commend the hundreds of Social Se-
curity employees, investigators, and state dis-
ability determination services employees, as 
well as state, local, and federal prosecutors 
and law enforcement officers who worked tire-
lessly to detect, investigate, and prosecute 
these crimes. I would also like to particularly 
acknowledge some of the hard-working public 
servants who played especially key roles. 

DDS Medical Consultant Dr. Ascisclo 
Marxuach; DDS Medical Consultant Dr. 
Vicente Sanchez; DDS Systems Manager 
Juan Ocasio; DDS Systems Manager Javier 

Ortiz; District Manager and former Disability 
Processing Unit Manager Diane Maldonado; 
Disability Program Administrator Annie 
Malave; Program Analyst Susan Palais; and 
Program Analyst Maria Lora. 

Area Office Supervisor Awilda Montalvo; As-
sistant Regional Administrator Yvonne 
Bastide; Lead Disability Processing Specialist 
Kathleen Fitzpatrick; Lead Disability Proc-
essing Specialist Michael Warner; Deputy As-
sistant Regional Commissioner Frank Barry; 
Center for Disability Deputy Director Jose 
Colon; Special Agent-in-Charge Edward Ryan; 
Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge John 
Grasso; Assistant Special Agent-in-Charge 
Anthony Piazza; Resident Agent-in-Charge 
Sharon McDermott; Special Agent Peter 
Dowd; Special Agent Manuel Rivera; CDI 
Team Leader Angel Rodriguez; Management 
Support Specialist Jaimie Arce; CDI Specialist 
Amanda Rios; and CDI Specialist Karen 
Velez. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend these patriotic 
Americans for their work to protect Social Se-
curity for American families. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday, February 25, I missed a series of 
rollcall votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on #63 and #64. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO QUINN WILSON 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and honor Quinn Wilson, a 17- 
year-old senior of Ankeny High School in 
Ankeny, Iowa, who has achieved national rec-
ognition for exemplary volunteer service in his 
community from the 2014 Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards program. 

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
program is our country’s largest youth recogni-
tion program based entirely on volunteer com-
munity service. The program was created in 
conjunction with Prudential and the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals to 
honor middle and high school students for out-
standing service to benefit others at the local, 
state, and national level. Since 1995, more 
than 345,000 American youths have partici-
pated in this excellent program. 

Quinn was recently selected as one of 
Iowa’s four distinguished finalists for creating 
and organizing a musical instrument collection 
program for young children who could not oth-
erwise afford to pursue their musical passions. 
Quinn’s program, ‘‘An Instrument in Every 
Hand,’’ has assisted more than 40 local chil-
dren by donating used or refurbished musical 
instruments. Mr. Wilson was inspired to pur-
sue the initiative through his own experience 
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as the recipient of a donated instrument. To 
ensure his program was a success, Quinn re-
cruited a group of volunteers, arranged and 
advertised an instrument drive, and coordi-
nated necessary repair assistance with a local 
music store. There is no doubt Quinn’s self-
less efforts brought immeasurable joy and 
lasting benefits to the young people who ben-
efited from An Instrument in Every Hand. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud Mr. Wilson for his sincere 
dedication to positively impacting the lives of 
others in his community. Quinn’s commitment 
to a cause greater than himself is a testament 
to the high-quality character and unwavering 
work ethic instilled in Iowans both young and 
old. Our future is bright with young people like 
Quinn, and it is an honor to represent him and 
his family in the United States Congress. I in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in 
congratulating Quinn, thanking his supportive 
family, and thanking all of those involved in 
this wonderful project for their life-changing ef-
forts. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO THE HON. ELAINE 
O’BRIEN 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise with 
great solemnity to share with you the recent 
death of the Honorable Elaine O’Brien. Elaine 
O’Brien was a respected lawmaker and long- 
term resident of Suffield, Connecticut, where 
she served for the last 20 years as a commu-
nity volunteer and a member of local govern-
ment. 

Originally from Medford, Massachusetts, 
Elaine’s focus and tenacity saw her become 
the youngest female graduate from the Bev-
erly Airport flight school in 1972 before going 
on to be a pilot and instructor. 

Moving with her family of three sons to 
Suffield, Connecticut, Elaine became an active 
part of the town in posts including President of 
the Parent Teacher Association; a 13-year 
elected member of the School Committee; and 
President of the Suffield Rotary Club. Recog-
nized as a respected advocate for local 
issues, Elaine was elected to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission in 1991 followed by the 
Board of Education in 1993. Serving for 12 
years on the Board of Education, Elaine led 
infrastructure projects as chairman of the Fa-
cilities and Transportation Committee and 
played an important role in school program 
development as representative to the Capitol 
Region Education Council. 

Widely supported by her local constituents 
in Suffield, East Granby, and Windsor, Elaine 
was elected to the Connecticut General As-
sembly in 2010 as the Representative for the 
61st District. Elaine served on the House Ap-
propriations, Commerce, and Transportation 
Committees. Garnering bipartisan support to 
form a manufacturing caucus in the Com-
merce Committee, Elaine has been credited 
by her colleagues for her promotion of job 
growth in Connecticut manufacturing. Working 
tirelessly to improve local infrastructure, Elaine 
won key grants for projects such as the exten-
sion of utilities near Bradley International Air-
port in Suffield, and the construction of an 

education and conference center for the New 
England Air Museum. 

Re-elected to the District in 2012, Elaine 
continued as on as a passionate legislator for 
issues including worker safety, health care 
and gun control despite her diagnosis of can-
cer. Elaine also remained on as Suffield Town 
Clerk, a position she had held since 1998. 

On February 21, 2014, Elaine lost her cou-
rageous battle with brain cancer at the age of 
58, and will be sorely missed by her family 
and Connecticut community. Elaine is suc-
ceeded by her husband, three sons, and 
seven stepchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and extraordinary serv-
ice of Elaine O’Brien, and offering our condo-
lences to the family and friends she leaves be-
hind. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHRIS TOMKY 

HON. CORY GARDNER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chris Tomky, a farmer from Crowley 
County, Colorado who recently received the 
East Otero Conservation District 2013 Con-
servationist of the Year. 

Chris comes from a long line of outstanding 
farmers. His grandfather, father and other fam-
ily members are accomplished farmers. He 
grew up with farming in his blood, helping his 
family in any way he possibly could from a 
very young age. 

Today, he is focused on producing success-
ful yields while utilizing good farming practices 
that promote conservation. His efforts have 
ensured his operation will be as efficient and 
sustainable as possible for years to come. 

Chris’s hard work and dedication to con-
servation practices include installing water 
control structures, irrigation pipeline, grated 
pipe, concert ditches and land leveling on var-
ious sections of farm ground. His efforts have 
set a strong example for a new generation of 
farmers in Colorado. 

I am pleased to join the East Otero Con-
servation District in recognizing Chris Tomky 
as the 2013 Conservationist of the Year. 

f 

HONORING RYAN OWENS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ryan Owens. 
Ryan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 75, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan 
has become a Member of the Tribe of Mic-O– 
Say. Ryan has also contributed to his commu-

nity through his Eagle Scout project. Ryan 
worked with First United Methodist Church of 
Maryville, Missouri, to set up a perpetual com-
munity assistance program and completed 
multiple projects as models for the program. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ryan Owens for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF REGGIE MOORE 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life and leg-
acy of Antioch’s first African-American city 
council member, Reggie Moore. 

Reggie’s tireless commitment to serving oth-
ers is an inspiration to me and the residents 
of my district. First elected to the Antioch City 
Council in 2006, Reggie quickly made his 
mark by championing causes that would ben-
efit the city and its residents. He also started 
Antioch’s annual Martin Luther King Day cele-
bration, which honors Dr. King’s work by pro-
moting volunteerism and by providing scholar-
ships for Antioch students. 

Reggie worked tirelessly to improve the 
lives of others, and he was a strong advocate 
for labor and workers’ rights. Under his leader-
ship as President of the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees 
Local 444 from 2003 to 2007, Reggie fought 
to improve working conditions and benefits for 
the union’s employees. 

As Black History Month comes to a close, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the 
memory of Reggie Moore—a trailblazer who 
was deeply committed to the cause of improv-
ing the lives of his fellow citizens. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BROTH-
ERHOOD OF CHEFS FOR THEIR 
COMMUNITY SERVICE TO THE 
WYOMING VALLEY CHILDREN’S 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Brotherhood of Chefs of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania, who volunteered 
their time and expertise to host the third an-
nual ‘‘Cooking for a Cause’’ event on February 
24, 2014. 

For the third year the Brotherhood of Chefs 
has donated their culinary skills to help a num-
ber of nonprofit agencies whose mission is to 
benefit children in need. Many of these organi-
zations rely on events, like ‘‘Cooking for 
Cause,’’ to support their daily programming 
costs and without their support might find the 
need to scale back basic services to children 
with special needs. An event like this offers an 
opportunity for the entire community to come 
together to celebrate and support many worthy 
childhood development agencies. ‘‘Cooking for 
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a Cause’’ under the able leadership of Tom 
Malloy, President, Nello Allegrucci, Vice Presi-
dent, Ed Ancas, Secretary and Carmen 
Allegrucci, Treasurer, along with an extremely 
talented team of 20 chefs has made significant 
contributions in its brief history. 

I join with other members of my local com-
munity in congratulating the Brotherhood of 
Chefs of Northeastern Pennsylvania for donat-
ing their time and unique talent to making our 
community a better place and for focusing 
their efforts on children in need in our commu-
nity. I believe this effort reveals the American 
spirit of generosity and selfless giving that is 
one of our greatest virtues. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FLACHTEMEIR 
MONUMENT COMPANY ON THEIR 
140TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Flachtemeier Monument Com-
pany in Freeport, Illinois, on the occasion of 
their 140th anniversary. 

Flachtemeier Monument was founded in 
1874 when Frederick Flachtemeier began his 
stone carving business in Freeport. Over the 
next 140 years, Flachtemeier Monument Com-
pany has supported grieving families and 
helped them memorialize their loved ones. Ric 
Knox, the current branch manager, loves that 
his job allows him to connect with the commu-
nity, explaining that ‘‘total strangers come into 
my life and invite me into their life.’’ 

In honor of its 140th anniversary, 
Flachtemeier Monument Company is 
partnering with the Freeport Chamber of Com-
merce for a community event later this year. 
Additionally, the company plans to donate a 
portion of its sales to United Way of Northwest 
Illinois whenever a customer mentions one of 
their affiliated charities. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to again congratulate 
Flachtemeier for reaching this impressive mile-
stone. Ric Knox says of the people he memo-
rializes that ‘‘their legacy lives on, if I do my 
job right.’’ Through Knox and his entire com-
pany, Frederick Flachtemeier’s legacy has 
lived on for 140 years and will hopefully con-
tinue to thrive and support our community for 
many more. 

f 

TREE ACT 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, today I 
introduced the Temporary Assistance for 
Emergency Eradication (TREE) Act to provide 
communities in my home state of Iowa, and 
across the nation, with assistance to deal with 
the emerald ash borer. The emerald ash 
borer, first found in Michigan by way of ship-
ping crates from China, is an invasive beetle 
that is thriving in America as it decimates our 
ash tree populations in more than twenty 
states. In my state alone, it will cost approxi-
mately $3 to remove these trees that now 
pose a public safety hazard. 

The intent of the funding in this legislation is 
to address the emerald ash borer problem. 
The TREE Act will provide critical assistance 
to communities by restoring funding to the US 
Department of Agriculture’s office of Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Services (APHIS) 
back to its previous level of $37 million to con-
tinue to ramp up their work to find a means to 
control and eradicate the emerald ash borer. 
Further, it will increase funding for grant pro-
grams that directly assist local and state gov-
ernments dealing with this issue as they co-
ordinate with their communities and private 
property owners impacted by the infestation of 
the emerald ash borer. 

To do so, the TREE Act would provide an 
additional $15 million to the Forest Health 
Management Cooperative Land program to be 
used to help communities address emerald 
ash borer infestations. As well, an additional 
$5 million would be provided to the Urban and 
Community Forestry program to increase 
grants available for combating the ash borer 
infestation, and ‘‘re-greening’’ efforts as com-
munities diversify their tree populations and 
replenish shade where ash trees have been 
lost. 

f 

REMEMBERING DOUG MOHNS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this month the 
city of Chicago lost a hockey legend, Doug 
Mohns. Doug was a member of the Chicago 
Blackhawks from 1964 to 1971, where he 
played left wing on one of the greatest lines in 
NHL history—the ‘‘Scooter Line’’—with Kenny 
Wharram and Stan Mikita. 

Doug was a stalwart player in the NHL at a 
time when there were only six franchises. Ri-
valries were intense, no one wore helmets and 
players were intimately acquainted with the 
strengths and weaknesses of every opponent 
they faced. 

Mohns earned the nickname ‘‘Dougie the 
Diesel’’ because his piston-like legs dug into 
the ice and propelled him like a locomotive. 
He enjoyed his best season with the 
Blackhawks in 1967, when he tallied 25 goals 
and 35 assists in just 61 games. His impact 
on the ice was instrumental to the 
Blackhawks’ first ever regular season title. 
Mohns went on to have four 20-goal seasons 
with the Blackhawks. 

Mohns’ durability and versatility as a skater 
contributed to his remarkable longevity. During 
a span of 22 seasons in the NHL, he played 
in 1,390 games and seven all-star games, 
while amassing 248 goals and 462 assists. 

I join the city of Chicago in remembering 
one of the greatest hockey players to ever 
step on the ice, Doug ‘‘Dougie the Diesel’’ 
Mohns. 

f 

RENEW THE WIND PRODUCTION 
TAX CREDIT 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a 
member of the House Sustainable Energy and 

Environment Coalition to call on Congress to 
renew the wind production tax credit. 

The wind production tax credit incentivizes 
clean, domestic energy generation, and has 
been critical to enhancing America’s renew-
able energy renaissance. Wind energy creates 
jobs, saves consumers money on their utility 
bills, and reduces carbon emissions. 

Wind energy, and the industry it supports, is 
important to Colorado. Wind power supplies 
over 800,000 Colorado homes and employs 
approximately 5,000 Coloradans. In addition, a 
thriving wind industry has brought over $4.2 
billion in capital investments and provided land 
owners and communities with millions in land 
lease payments. 

Most Americans support renewable energy. 
In fact, thirty states and the District of Colum-
bia already have renewable generation stand-
ards and seven states have voluntary goals. 
Colorado has capitalized on its tremendous 
wind potential by enacting one of the highest 
Renewable Portfolio Standards in the nation— 
30 percent renewable energy generation by 
2020. Colorado utilities are ahead of schedule 
in achieving this goal and in doing so they are 
discovering that wind energy makes economic 
sense for their ratepayers and their investors. 

Last year I introduced the Renewable Elec-
tricity Standard Act with Representatives BEN 
RAY LUJÁN and ANN KUSTER. This legislation 
would build on the success of state-based re-
newable energy standards by implementing a 
25 percent renewable energy goal by 2025. 
Providing tax credits for renewable energy de-
velopment is not just important for meeting 
these goals, but is also important to level the 
playing field with our energy industries that re-
ceive a myriad of tax credits and incentives. 

The wind production tax credit has fueled a 
thriving U.S. wind energy market. This tax in-
centive drives increased investments and stim-
ulates the economy. As a former entrepreneur, 
I know that uncertainty about the production 
tax credit will slow wind energy deployment, 
put good quality jobs at risk, and cause capital 
investments to dwindle. That is why we must 
renew a long-term wind production tax credit. 

The wind production tax credit is essential 
to American jobs, economic growth, and the 
success of the wind energy industry. We must 
renew the wind production tax credit. 

f 

HONORING ZANE ALEXANDER 
SMITH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Zane Alexander 
Smith. Zane is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 216, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Zane has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zane has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Zane 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Zane repainted three 
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signs for VFW Post 919 in Trenton, Missouri. 
This facility’s signs were in need of aid and 
the VFW holds a special meaning to Zane due 
to his involvement with the Civil Air Patrol and 
military veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Zane Alexander Smith for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I was not able to 
be present for the following rollcall vote on 
February 25, 2014 and would like the record 
to reflect that I would have voted as follows: 
rollcall No. 63: ‘‘yes’’; and rollcall No. 64: ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING SARALEE MCCLELLAN 
KUNDE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the memory of Saralee 
McClellan Kunde, who passed away on Janu-
ary 26, 2014, after 66 remarkable years. 

Saralee devoted her life to bettering the 
community and the people she so cherished. 
She was a tireless and passionate advocate 
for agriculture in Sonoma County. Raised on 
her family’s dairy ranch, Saralee never 
wavered from promoting the agricultural leg-
acy into which she was born. 

She was an impassioned supporter of 4-H 
and the Future Farmers of America (FFA) as 
well as of the Sonoma County Fair and the 
Sonoma County Harvest Fair. She was equal-
ly as dedicated to promoting the Russian 
River Valley as a premiere wine region. To-
gether with her husband, Richard Kunde, 
Saralee owned and operated a 265-acre vine-
yard that produced wine grapes for renowned 
wineries in the Sonoma and Napa Valleys as 
well as across our Nation. Perhaps most ad-
mirable about the Kunde estate was the pri-
vate park Saralee and Richard created. Once 
an overgrown field, the park known as ‘‘Rich-
ard’s Grove and Saralee’s Vineyard,’’ hosted 
countless community and charitable events. 

Aside from her work to promote Sonoma 
County Agriculture, one of the most poignant 
examples of Saralee’s devotion to bettering 
her community are the thousands of daffodils 
she planted each year along the highways and 
back roads of Sonoma County. 

Her unwavering passion and dedication to 
the many causes and organizations she cham-
pioned was an inspiration to all. And in turn, 
Saralee was beloved by all those who were 
fortunate enough to have known her. Saralee 
was inducted into the Sonoma County Farm 
Bureau Hall of Fame in 2013. She was hon-
ored as a Friend of Agriculture by the Sonoma 
County Harvest Fair, was awarded the Shining 
Star Award by the 4-H Foundation as well as 
with the Leadership in Agriculture Award by 
the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce. 

Saralee was kind, magnetic and loving. Her 
zest for life and ‘‘can-do’’ attitude were con-
tagious. Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we honor and thank Saralee McClel-
lan Kunde for her life of service to a grateful 
community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SOCIAL 
SECURITY FRAUD AND ERROR 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2014 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, for 77 years, 
Social Security has been the bedrock of eco-
nomic security for American families. Genera-
tions of Americans have contributed to Social 
Security with every paycheck, knowing that 
they and their families will be protected if they 
die, become disabled, or retire. As a result of 
their contributions—$14.6 trillion over Social 
Security’s lifetime—Social Security currently 
has a $2.7 trillion surplus. 

Social Security benefits are modest—about 
$15,000 a year for an average senior and 
even less for a disabled worker—but for most 
recipients, their Social Security paycheck is 
more than half their monthly income. 

As a representative of those Americans and 
the Ranking Democrat on the Social Security 
Subcommittee, I believe we have no more im-
portant responsibility than to make sure that 
Americans receive their earned Social Security 
benefits on time, and in full. That means pro-
tecting Social Security against fraud and er-
rors, and it means doing so in a way that does 
not delay needed benefits for honest, hard- 
working Americans. 

Social Security’s overpayment rate is 0.22 
percent. Most of these overpayments are be-
cause of errors, but a small part of it is fraud. 
But Social Security employees believe—and I 
agree with them—that we could do even more 
to safeguard Social Security. 

Recently the Social Security Administration 
has uncovered several fraud conspiracies 
where Social Security contributions made by 
honest Americans were stolen to pay benefits 
to people who didn’t earn them. In one of the 
conspiracies, the ringleaders even instructed 
people to pretend they were disabled as a re-
sult of the tragic events of September 11. 

The good news is, when you invest in de-
veloping quality, well-trained employees to 
protect Social Security, it pays off. Social Se-
curity’s front-line employees detected the 
fraud, and with the help of Social Security’s 
trained investigators, the ringleaders have 
been charged with felonies and Social Secu-
rity has begun the process of recovering the 
money stolen from the trust fund. 

But the bad news is that these conspiracies 
show that Social Security is a tempting target 
for those willing to break the law, and Social 
Security’s hardworking staff need more tools 
to fight them and to make sure Social Security 
only pays benefits to those who should re-
ceive them. 

That’s why my colleagues and I are intro-
ducing the Social Security Fraud and Error 
Prevention Act of 2014. Our bill gives Social 
Security new tools to find fraud and errors, re-
coup money that should be in the trust funds, 
and throw the book at people who steal from 
Social Security. 

First, our bill makes sure that if you break 
the law, Social Security has the resources to 
make sure the crime is investigated and pros-
ecuted. We would require SSA to have special 
fraud-busting investigative units covering all 50 
states, provide the resources needed to staff 
them with the right people, and increase pros-
ecutions of people who steal from Social Se-
curity. 

Second, our bill makes sure the penalty is 
equivalent to the crime. Because Social Secu-
rity requires applicants to prove they are eligi-
ble for benefits by providing extensive medical 
and vocational evidence, cheating Social Se-
curity usually requires collusion from trusted 
people like doctors, beneficiary representa-
tives, and judges. Our bill would increase the 
monetary penalties for fraud, but most impor-
tantly, as Social Security’s Inspector General 
recommends, we would significantly increase 
the penalty for fraud by those who know bet-
ter. We’d make it a felony to conspire to de-
fraud Social Security, so prosecutors can nail 
fraud ringleaders, and we allow prosecutors to 
ask for a long sentence—up to 10 years— 
against those who violated a position of trust 
to breach Social Security’s defenses. 

Third, our bill makes sure Social Security 
can afford to use the tools that have been ef-
fective in detecting and preventing fraud and 
errors before a single penny is paid out of the 
Trust Funds. 

Over the years, Social Security has devel-
oped a number of proven techniques that sig-
nificantly reduce fraud and errors. 

What’s holding them back? 
To be frank, money. 
Despite a growing number of Americans ap-

plying for and receiving Social Security, SSA’s 
budget is lower now than it was four years 
ago. They’ve lost one out of ten front-line 
workers to budget cuts. And Republicans in 
Congress blocked hundreds of millions of dol-
lars that the Budget Control Act authorized for 
SSA’s most cost-effective methods of pre-
venting waste, fraud and abuse. 

Our bill would change that, providing SSA 
with guaranteed funding for their most effec-
tive strategies to prevent fraud and errors. The 
bill will also provide additional resources to re-
coup benefits that shouldn’t have been paid, 
along with penalties, if the payments were the 
result of fraud. 

We’d demand something in exchange for 
the guaranteed money: complete transparency 
and accountability. Social Security could only 
use the dedicated funds for the most important 
and effective strategies. They would have to 
report annually to Congress how much they 
spent and what savings their efforts generated 
for Social Security’s trust funds. And the new 
funds would only be available for additional 
fraud and error fighting—not to replace what 
they’re already spending out of their regular 
budget. 

Our bill isn’t the complete answer to pro-
tecting Social Security’s trust fund. As we con-
sulted Social Security employees, managers, 
experts, and beneficiary advocates, they all 
told us the same thing: The best defense 
against fraud and errors is a well-staffed, well- 
trained SSA. And for that to happen, Repub-
licans in Congress have to agree to fund 
SSA’s overall budget. 

But providing guaranteed funding to fight 
fraud will at least spare SSA from having to 
choose between preventing fraud and proc-
essing applications so that Americans receive 
the benefits they earned on time and in full. 
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I hope we can work together in a bipartisan 

way to enact this bill and protect Social Secu-
rity. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
JEFFREY HOUDE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
talk about Investigator Jeffrey Houde of Rock-
ford, Illinois, who retired from the Rockford Po-
lice Department on January 17th. 

Investigator Houde joined the Rockford Po-
lice Department on July 27th, 1987 as a Patrol 
Officer and served the city of Rockford for 
over 26 years. On September 29th, 1991, he 
was promoted to Detective and assigned to 
the Investigative Services Bureau Identification 
Unit. Houde remained with the Identification 
Unit until his retirement, eventually taking over 
day to day operations for five years before vol-
untarily returning to his role as an Investigator. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank Investigator 
Jeffery Houde for his years of dedicated serv-
ice to our community and congratulate him on 
his retirement. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE EIGHTIETH 
BIRTHDAY OF MR. FREDERICK 
W. ANTON III 

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
wish Mr. Frederick W. Anton III a happy eight-
ieth birthday and to congratulate him on a long 
and distinguished career as an innovator, 
leader, and faithful public servant. 

Mr. Anton joined the Pennsylvania Manufac-
turers’ Association over five decades ago in 
1962 and became its President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer in 1975. 

Today, Mr. Anton continues to lead the or-
ganization that is the leading advocate for 
manufacturers and workers throughout the 
Commonwealth. The Pennsylvania Manufac-
turers’ Association continues to be a vibrant 
organization with a strong voice thanks in 
large part to his efforts. 

Mr. Anton’s public service extends far be-
yond his work at the Pennsylvania Manufac-
turers’ Association. He has long served as a 
strong voice for fiscal policies that will grow 
the economy, add jobs, and leave a better 
Pennsylvania for future generations. 

In the late 1980s, as President Ronald 
Reagan was preparing to return to life as a 
private citizen, Mr. Anton observed that there 
was no policy infrastructure in place in Harris-
burg to continue to advocate for the fiscal poli-
cies President Reagan championed while in 
office. 

To fill that void, Mr. Anton set about the 
work of co-founding the Commonwealth Foun-
dation and the Pennsylvania Leadership Con-
ference. Today, both continue to serve as im-
portant beacons of conservative fiscal policy in 
our Commonwealth. In fact, the Pennsylvania 
Leadership Conference is celebrating the 

twenty-fifth anniversary of its founding this 
year. 

Mr. Speaker, fellow Members, please join 
me in wishing Mr. Frederick W. Anton III a 
happy eightieth birthday and thanking him for 
his more than fifty years of service to manu-
facturers, workers, and all citizens of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PATRICK J. 
SOLANO FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Patrick J. Solano for his life-
long commitment to public service. For his dis-
tinguished civic career, Mr. Solano has been 
selected as the recipient of the 2013 Attorney 
Joseph Saporito, Sr., Greater Pittston Lifetime 
of Service Award. 

During World War II, Mr. Solano served in 
the U.S. Army Air Corps. While in the military, 
he completed 23 combat missions over Ger-
many with the Eighth U.S. Army Air Corps 
Heavy Bombardment Group. For his exem-
plary service to our nation, Mr. Solano was 
awarded the Group Presidential Citation, the 
Air Force Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
and the European Combat Theatre Medal with 
two Bronze Stars. 

Upon his retirement from military service, 
Mr. Solano dedicated himself to serving both 
his community and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Solano has been an integral 
part of the civic leadership of Greater Pittston. 
He has served on dozens of local committees, 
boards and organizations including the Pittston 
Township Bicentennial Committee. Since 
1969, Mr. Solano has also held numerous po-
sitions in the state government and worked 
with ten Pennsylvania governors. He served 
as the acting secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources when it was first established and was 
recently honored by that agency for his dedi-
cation to Pennsylvania’s state parks and for-
ests. 

Mr. Solano has received numerous other 
awards, including the Greater Wilkes-Barre 
Chamber of Commerce’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers Commander’s Award. 

I would like to thank Mr. Solano for his 
years of civic service on behalf of northeastern 
Pennsylvania and the entire Commonwealth. I 
am moved by his dedication and leadership, 
as I’m sure many others are. It is my pleasure 
to recognize his work, and I am certain that 
his dedication to our state will continue. 

f 

WIND POWER 

HON. SCOTT H. PETERS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. PETERS of California. Mr. Speaker, 
wind energy provides thousands of jobs in my 
home state of California, and it is powering us 
towards a clean energy economy. I am proud 

that California leads in all sources of renew-
able energy and that clean wind energy is cre-
ating 5,830 megawatts of power. 

In California, we have attracted over $11 bil-
lion dollars in capital investment, and the land 
leases generate a least $27 million each year 
for the local government. Wind powers over 
2.1 million homes in California. We have al-
ways been leaders in this area, and we will 
continue to lead in advanced energy. 

In 2013, the advanced energy economy 
grew twice as fast as the global economy. In 
order for our wind companies to compete on 
a global level, we need to make sure that they 
have certainty in federal policy. Companies, 
wind or not, need stability in our policies so 
that they can plan their growth and invest-
ments accordingly. We cannot keep enacting 
one-year policies when it takes companies 
more than a year to apply for and receive ap-
propriate permits. We must ensure that our tax 
policies, among others, are fair and encourage 
American businesses to grow. 

Today, I would like to honor everyone who 
works in the American wind industry and all 
who benefit from its clean energy. 

f 

HONORING ZELMA LONG 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor my good 
friend, Zelma Long, as she celebrates her 
70th birthday. 

It is not uncommon to be knowledgeable 
about growing, producing and consuming wine 
in Napa and Sonoma Counties, but Ms. 
Long’s fame and accomplishments elevate her 
far above the average. She and her then-hus-
band Bob Long established Long Vineyards in 
my home town of St. Helena, which the two of 
them continue to operate today. Here she 
found her calling in viticulture and in producing 
some of the finest wines to come out of Napa 
and Sonoma. 

She first worked with the legendary Robert 
Mondavi as Chief Enologist at his winery in 
Napa County, before becoming Vice President 
of Business Development at Chandon Estates 
winery in Napa Valley. Ms. Long moved over 
to Sonoma County as Vice President and later 
President and CEO of Simi Winery in 
Healdsburg. At the time, she was the first 
woman to assume senior management of a 
California winery. 

Ms. Long was the first President of the 
Americana Vineyard Foundation and one of its 
founding members. This organization helped 
finance research in enology and viticulture. 
She was also a founding member of the 
American Viticulture and Enology Research 
Network. In 2000 she established her own 
international wine consulting business, with cli-
ents in California, Washington, Italy, France 
and Argentina. She and her husband, Dr. Phil 
Freese, are California joint venture partners in 
Vilafonte Vineyards in South Africa, the only 
South African winery to have been nominated 
twice for designation as ‘‘New World Winery of 
the Year.’’ 

She has been inducted into the James 
Beard Hall of Fame, named a California Wine 
Pioneer by Wine Spectator Foundation, se-
lected to receive one of Italy’s most pres-
tigious wine awards, the MASI, and honored 
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as Alumni of the Year by both Oregon State 
University, where she did her undergraduate 
work, and the University of California Davis, 
where she did her graduate work. 

While continuing to make global wines she 
finds the time to further her education at UC 
Davis in a Ph.D. program in Performance 
Studies and Native American Studies, which 
she began in the fall of 2009. 

Mr. Speaker, Zelma Long is a giant in the 
wine industry, a woman with a long list of ac-
complishments and a good friend. It is appro-
priate that we recognize and honor her today 
and wish her a very Happy 70th Birthday. 

f 

HONORING KENNETH SCHWEIZER 

HON. CORY GARDNER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Kenneth Schweizer, from Rocky Ford, 
Colorado, who was recently named the West 
Otero Conservation District 2013 Conserva-
tionist of the Year. 

Raised to be a farmer and rancher, at age 
6, Kenneth began driving a tractor. He rented 
his first farm when he was just a junior in high 
school. 

From the beginning, conservation practices 
were a priority for Ken. He has dedicated him-
self to promoting good farming practices that 
make his farm efficient and sustainable. His 
conservation practices include utilizing under-
ground irrigation pipe, gated pipe, water con-
trol structures, pumping plants and center piv-
ots. Ken also has a passion for building things 
with his hands and has built a hay stacker and 
a High Boy sprayer. 

In addition to his farm operations, he is an 
active member of his community, serving in 
the Otero County Farm Bureau, Rocky Ford 
Growers Coop Association, Future Farmers of 
America Advisory Board, Manzanola Methodist 
Church, Otero County 4–H Foundation, the 
Horse Creek Grazing Association and the Col-
orado State Farm Bureau. He and his wife Ar-
lene have contributed greatly to strengthening 
their community. 

I am pleased to join the West Otero Con-
servation District in recognizing Kenneth 
Schweizer as the 2013 Conservationist of the 
Year. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF EU-
LESS POLICE OFFICER RON 
WILLIAMSON 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to recognize retiring Sergeant Ron Williamson 
for his many years of public service as a po-
lice officer with the City of Euless. 

Ron began his career in law enforcement in 
the late 1970s when he served as a reserve 
officer for the Bedford Police Department. 
While serving the City of Bedford, Ron was 
promoted to Reserve Sergeant and was briefly 
employed as a Bedford Police Officer. 

In 1980, Ron was hired as a patrol officer 
by the Euless Police Department where he 

served continuously until his retirement in Feb-
ruary of 2014. Throughout his career with the 
City of Euless, Ron has accomplished many 
achievements such as obtaining the ranks of 
Corporal in 1991 and Sergeant in 1993. Addi-
tionally, Ron has served a decorated career 
earning over 40 personnel commendations, 
Police Officer of the Year in 1983, Supervisor 
of the Year in 1996, Life Saving Award in 
1999, and the prestigious Blackie Sustaire 
Award in 2011. 

Ron has a diverse background in law en-
forcement as evident in the following depart-
ments in which he operated. He served in the 
Patrol Division from 1980 to 1985, Criminal In-
vestigation Division from 1985 to 1999 and 
2001 to 2004, Community Service from 1999 
to 2001, and Administrative Internal Affairs 
from 2004 to 2014. In each department listed, 
Ron has held a supervisory position. Ron has 
been an important leader in the Euless Police 
Department, and his guidance will be missed. 

Ron has also earned a number of certifi-
cations and academic degrees within the field 
of law enforcement. The distinctions Ron has 
received over the years include the Basic Po-
lice Certification in 1980, Intermediate Police 
Certification in 1987, Dare Officer Certification 
in 1988, Advanced Police Certification in 1991, 
and Master Police Certification in 1999. In 
1994, Ron graduated from the Southwest Law 
Enforcement Institute School of Police Super-
vision; additionally, he completed Basic SWAT 
Operations Training in 1989 to become a su-
pervising SWAT leader. Overall, Ron received 
over 2,600 hours of in-service training 
throughout his career. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in thanking Ron 
Williamson for his 34 years of public service 
as a Euless Police Officer. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 56, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OUT-
STANDING DETERMINATION AND 
COMMUNITY SPIRIT OF STEPH-
ANIE JALLEN, A 2014 WINTER 
PARALYMPIC GAMES ALPINE 
SKIER 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Stephanie Jallen for her re-
markable and inspirational perseverance and 
resolve. Ms. Jallen will represent the U.S. at 
the 2014 Winter Paralympic Games in Sochi, 
Russia, which take place March 7–16, and 
she has also been recognized by the Sunday 
Dispatch of Pittston, Pennsylvania as the 
Greater Pittston Person of the Year for 2013. 

Ms. Jallen was born on February 13, 1996 
with CHILD syndrome (Congenital 

Hemidysplasia with Ichthyosiform 
Erythroderma and Limb Defects Syndrome), a 
rare genetic birth disorder that mostly affects 
girls. Consequently, the left side of her body is 
underdeveloped. Ms. Jallen has only one leg 
and one fully developed arm. Despite a life-al-
tering condition, Stephanie has thrived. 

At the age of nine, Stephanie was first intro-
duced to skiing by the Pennsylvania Center for 
Adapted Sports. She met and trained with 
Mau Thompson, who would help her enter 
multiple NorAm ski races. With Mr. Thomp-
son’s assistance, Stephanie became involved 
with the U.S. Paralympics Alpine Skiing Team 
and was named to her first national team for 
the 2011–12 season. Since then, she has 
been a part of the two most recent national 
teams. She has competed in countries across 
the globe, including Germany and Australia. 

Ms. Jallen is the epitome of a student-ath-
lete. She trains and competes while also bal-
ancing academics. Stephanie is a senior in my 
district at Wyoming Area Secondary Center, 
and she has been accepted to Kings College 
in Wilkes-Barre where she will be starting in 
the fall as a freshman. 

I would like to commend Stephanie Jallen 
on her determination to compete on a global 
stage and wish her the best of luck as she 
proudly represents our country in the 2014 
Winter Games. Her remarkable story has 
brought her community together like few 
things can, and she has inspired many fellow 
students and citizens of northeastern Pennsyl-
vania to be the best they can be. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,413,220,474,647.90. We’ve 
added $6,786,343,425,734.82 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.7 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

REMEMBERING DOUG JARRETT 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this month the 
city of Chicago lost Doug Jarrett, a hockey 
legend who dedicated 11 years of his career 
to keeping the Blackhawks in Stanley Cup 
contention during the 1960s and early 1970s. 
The well-respected defenseman was not only 
known for his strong defensive play, but also 
for his outgoing personality, which contributed 
to the team’s tight-knit chemistry. 

Standing 6′3″, the ‘‘Chairman of the Boards’’ 
presented a stern test for opposing forwards. 
Rather than rely solely on brute strength, how-
ever, the crafty defender used his superior 
reach to stay in position and out 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:32 Oct 09, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\RECORD14\FEB 2014\E26FE4.REC E26FE4as
ab

al
ia

us
ka

s 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE254 February 26, 2014 
of the penalty box. He was also considered a 
clean hitter, whose hip check was among the 
best in the league. 

Aside from his defensive prowess, Doug 
was known for his sense of humor and engag-
ing personality, which was always evident 
when he got together with his teammate and 
close friend Dennis Hull. Together, Jarrett and 
Hull raised team spirits during the long and 
often challenging seasons. 

Doug Jarrett’s distinguished NHL career 
spanned over 775 regular season games and 
99 post season games where he amassed 
220 points. A London, Ontario native, Doug 
was inducted into the London Ontario Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2011. 

For over a decade with the Blackhawks, 
Doug Jarrett was an outstanding defensemen 
and an uplifting spirit for the team. I join the 
city of Chicago in mourning the loss of one of 
our city’s sports icons. 

f 

CHARLES AND DAVID KOCH 

HON. MIKE POMPEO 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
submit the following: 

‘‘We are disappointed, but not surprised, 
that Senate Majority Leader Reid has once 
again falsely attacked Charles Koch and 
David Koch today on the Senate floor. The 
Democrats in general and Senator Reid in 
particular have targeted Charles Koch and 
David Koch and tried to silence their dis-
agreement on important public policy issues 
since 2010, using references to the IRS on oc-
casion to do so. Senator Reid’s attack 
today—his third against Koch since January 
30th—is particularly troubling because he 
appears to reference a television advertise-
ment produced by Americans for Prosperity 
in which a Michigan woman suffering from 
leukemia shared her experiences under 
Obamacare. While Charles Koch and David 
Koch were not responsible for the advertise-
ment in question, we believe it is disgraceful 
that Senator Reid and his fellow Democrats 
are attacking a cancer victim as part of 
their campaign against Charles Koch and 
David Koch.’’ 

PHILIP ELLENDER, 
President, Koch Com-

panies Public Sector, 
LLC, Government 
and Public Affairs. 

f 

HONORING THERESA BURROUGHS 
DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
2014 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to continue my commitment to pay-
ing homage to influential African Americans 
from the state of Alabama during this Black 
History Month. Today, we pause to pay tribute 
to one of Alabama’s most courageous and 
daring heroines of the civil rights movement, 
Mrs. Theresa Burroughs. In Alabama, this 
American treasure is celebrated for her role in 
providing a safe haven to Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. during his visit to Greensboro, Ala-
bama in 1968. 

Mrs. Burroughs was born on August 14, 
1929 in Greensboro, Alabama. She attended 
Hale County Training School. At just ten years 
old, Burroughs was certain that her calling 
was in style and beauty. It was at that age 
that she built a clientele of women in her 
neighborhood who sought Burroughs for her 
impeccable skills as a hairstylist. She charged 
25 cents for her services and built a lasting 
reputation with the women of Greensboro that 
would sustain her for the rest of her life. Her 
passion for beauty led her to the Besteda 
School of Cosmetology in Mobile and Tusca-
loosa. After graduating, she returned to 
Greensboro to open up her very own hair 
salon. 

But, while she found lifelong success and 
gratification in the business, Burroughs recalls 
that she grew restless over the hardships 
blacks endured at the hands of racism and in-
equality. At 18, she joined with the Rev. J.J. 
Simmons, a local minister that would take 
blacks to the Hale County courthouse to at-
tempt to register to vote. Every first and third 
Monday of each month, Burroughs and others 
would be turned away. But after 10 attempts, 
the group was successful. 

Burroughs credits Rev. Simmons with en-
couraging her to continue her role in the 
movement. As a result, she was on the 
frontlines during ‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ in Selma, 
Alabama and was among the countless 
marchers who were beaten during the dem-
onstration. Her salon was also used as a 
meeting place for Dr. King and others as they 
gathered for planning sessions. She became 
so influential in the movement that some of 
her clients were instructed not to patronize her 
salon because she was deemed an ‘‘agitator.’’ 
Nonetheless, she remained committed to 
doing her part. 

In March 1968, just two weeks before his 
death, Dr. King came to Greensboro to speak 
at a mass meeting. After the meeting, Dr. King 
was warned that members of the Klan planned 
to assassinate him if he attempted to leave 
Greensboro and travel to Selma. He sought 
refuge in the home of Mrs. Burroughs’ parents 
as churches were burned along his travel 
route. He along with the Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
and their driver Bernard Lee remained unde-
tected at the home until 4 a.m. Burroughs 
along with others kept watch as Klansmen 
swarmed the streets of Greensboro in search 
of Dr. King. 

In a recent Birmingham News article, Bur-
roughs recalled what it meant to her to have 
a role in keeping Dr. King alive if only for a 
short time. ‘‘We helped keep Martin safe that 
night only to see him die two weeks later and 
you are tempted to think what good did we 
really do,’’ said Burroughs. ‘‘But I know it 
mattered because Martin had another two 
weeks to do his work and two weeks in the life 
of a man like him was a lot.’’ 

Today, Burroughs continues to tell her com-
pelling story through her work as director of 
the ‘‘Safe House Museum’’ in Greensboro, 
Alabama. The museum is housed in the same 
home where Dr. King took refuge in 1968. 
Mrs. Burroughs donated her parent’s property 
to the city to preserve the historic site for fu-
ture generations. At the museum, visitors are 
given a glimpse into what it was like for Dr. 
King and others on that night in 1968. 

It is indeed an honor to share the story of 
this heroine with our nation. Her selfless con-

tributions to the Civil Rights movement should 
never be forgotten. Mrs. Burroughs risked her 
life to protect the most important figure in the 
Civil Rights movement and for that, she 
should be celebrated. As a benefactor of the 
blood that she and so many others shed, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in honoring Mrs. 
Theresa Burroughs, an American hero. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE ‘‘SALMON 
SOLUTIONS AND PLANNING ACT’’ 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, American 
taxpayers and Pacific Northwest ratepayers 
have little to show for the more than $11 bil-
lion they have spent on salmon recovery ef-
forts in the Columbia and Snake River Basin. 
Since being listed for protection under the En-
dangered Species Act in the early 1990s, 
most of the thirteen native salmon and 
steelhead species remain near the depressed 
levels that triggered their protected status in 
the first place. 

The value of these fish populations is unde-
niable, holding major economic, environmental 
and cultural significance to the Pacific North-
west. Even now, at their historically low levels, 
salmon add over a billion dollars to the re-
gion’s economy and constitute a vital part of 
communities throughout the Northwest. 

While continuing our efforts to protect salm-
on and steelhead populations is critical, it is 
clear that our current approach is not working. 
Over twenty years and $11 billion later, their 
vulnerable status remains virtually unchanged. 
Four Biological Opinions have been rejected 
by the courts as insufficient for fish survival. 
Last month’s latest BiOp represents little 
change from the previous version, stoking the 
possibility of renewed court challenges. 

It’s time to reevaluate our failed efforts and 
consider the best approach forward, including 
the possibility of removing four dams on the 
lower Snake River. Last century, over 1,100 
dams were removed throughout the country. 
Last month marked the start of the removal of 
yet another dam: the Rockford Dam on Iowa’s 
Shell Rock River is being breached, among 
other reasons, to restore fish passage to 21.5 
miles of the river. The legislation I am re-intro-
ducing today, the Salmon Solutions and Plan-
ning Act, commissions studies to focus our ef-
forts so that all factors are taken into account 
when considering dam removal. Our salmon 
recovery efforts must be informed, cost effec-
tive, and successful. 

Inaction is not an option. We must use the 
best available science to protect this vital 
American resource before it’s too late. 

f 

RECOGNITION FOR ANNA JOLIVET 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Anna Jolivet, a renowned and deep-
ly respected educator in Tucson, Arizona who 
passed away late last month at age 85. 

Ms. Jolivet retired from the Tucson Unified 
School District as an assistant superintendent 
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in 1989. But she continued to have influence 
in our community as a civic activist and sup-
porter. 

Ms. Jolivet was born in Tucson and grew up 
in an era when Tucson elementary and high 
schools were racially segregated. In 1950, she 
was one of three African-American women to 
graduate from the University of Arizona, where 
she received bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in elementary education and a doctorate in 
education administration. 

She served her community primarily as an 
educator—but also as a community advocate 
and cultural leader. She served as a member 
of the boards of directors for numerous local, 
regional and national organizations. 

Ms. Jolivet was the first African-American 
woman to be appointed principal of a Tucson 
Unified School District school. And in 1996, 
she was the first African-American woman to 
be named Woman of the Year by the Tucson 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce. 

Ms. Jolivet was a founding member of the 
America-Israel Friendship League’s Tucson 
chapter and of the Educational Enrichment 
Foundation. Anna and I founded the Edu-
cational Enrichment Foundation in 1983. The 
Foundation continues to serve children attend-
ing Tucson schools. In 2010, the Educational 
Enrichment Foundation honored Ms. Jolivet 
with its Ray Davies Lifetime Humanitarian 
Achievement Award for her involvement in 
programs and institutions that promote quality 
education and serve Tucson’s youth. 

On March 1, Ms. Jolivet will be honored by 
the Tucson Urban League at its first annual 
Equal Opportunity Day Awards Dinner—an 
event that will be held to remind the Tucson 
community that the greatness of our country 
rests upon the principle of equal opportunity 
for everyone. This principle was the foundation 
in which Anna served the children of Tucson 
and our community at large. 

I am proud to recognize Anna Jolivet—an 
outstanding citizen of Tucson who has left a 
strong legacy that we celebrate today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LORI EDWARDS 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month, to recognize 
the service of Lori Edwards. Lori has been the 
Supervisor of Elections in Polk County, Flor-
ida, since January 2001. As the Executive Of-
ficer responsible for administering fair elec-
tions, maintaining voter rolls, and providing 
voter registration services, Lori has conducted 
more than 150 successful elections while serv-
ing in this non-partisan elected position. 

Lori is active in the leadership of the Florida 
State Association of Supervisors of Elections, 
where she currently serves as president. She 
has created a task force to recruit and train bi-
lingual election workers to ensure Florida’s 
growing population of Hispanic voters are ac-
commodated. She has also conducted many 
regional educational workshops for election 
administrators focusing on a variety of topics 
including redistricting, voter education and ab-
sentee voting. 

Lori’s recent efforts have included an em-
phasis on modernizing Florida’s voter registra-

tion system and advocating for the advance-
ment in voting machine technology nationwide. 

As a member of the U.S. Elections Assist-
ance Commission (EAC) Standards Board, 
she serves with advisors from around the na-
tion who review voluntary voting system guide-
lines and provide guidance to the EAC on the 
administration of Federal elections. 

In addition to state certification in her field, 
Lori earned designation as a Certified Elec-
tions Registration Administrator from The Elec-
tion Center in cooperation with Auburn Univer-
sity. This is the profession’s highest recogni-
tion, and serves as national certification. Most 
recently, she attended the International Center 
for Parliamentary Studies in London, England 
where she earned a Professional Certificate in 
Electoral Processes. 

Prior to her service as Supervisor of Elec-
tions, Lori served four two-year terms in the 
Florida House of Representatives representing 
the residents of eastern Polk County in the 
Florida Legislature. Her major legislative 
projects included restructuring Florida’s juve-
nile justice system, performance-based budg-
eting, worker’s compensation laws, and wel-
fare reform. 

Lori has also worked for the Center for Pol-
icy Alternatives in Washington, DC, helping to 
develop curricula and train new State Legisla-
tors at bi-annual retreats. Training topics in-
cluded conflict, values, power, and commu-
nications. 

A committed environmentalist, Lori served 
as Florida Coordinator of the National Audu-
bon Society’s ‘‘Population and Habitat’’ cam-
paign, organizing and training Florida activists 
to raise awareness of the impact of population 
growth on the environment. She is currently 
studying to become a Florida Master Naturalist 
through the University of Florida’s Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences program. 

Lori is an alumna of Executive Education at 
the John F. Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University, where she studied the Art 
and Practice of Leadership Development and 
participated in a program for Senior Execu-
tives in State and Local Government. She was 
also chosen to participate in the Program for 
Emerging Political Leaders offered by the Dar-
den Graduate School of Business Administra-
tion at the University of Virginia. Lori was a 
Flemming Fellow at the Center for Policy Al-
ternatives in Washington, D.C. and earned her 
Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Manage-
ment from Warner University in Lake Wales. 

I am happy to honor Lori Edwards, during 
Women’s History Month, for her service to the 
Central Florida community. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF COMMISSIONER 
PATTY SHEEHAN 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month, to recognize the contribu-
tions of Commissioner Patty Sheehan. Com-
missioner Sheehan was first elected to the Or-
lando City Council in 2000. She served as 
President of the Colonialtown North Neighbor-
hood Association, and is proud to come from 
a servant leadership background. She at-
tended the University of Central Florida where 
she earned her B.A. in art. Commissioner 
Sheehan was formerly an Administrator with 
the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services. She serves her constitu-
ents full time and is well known for her advo-
cacy of pedestrian safety, safe neighborhoods, 
historic preservation, and a thriving downtown. 

Currently, she serves as Vice Chair of the 
East Central Florida Regional Planning Coun-

cil. The Council established some of the first 
neighborhood horizon planning processes, 
which led to successful developments like 
SoDo, Mills Park, and Baldwin Park. 

Commissioner Sheehan has been recog-
nized multiple times by Orlando Weekly and 
Orlando Magazine. She was also named 
‘‘Best Elected Official’’ by Watermark news-
paper. She was listed as one of the ‘‘Top 25 
Inflectional Women’’ by Orlando Life Maga-
zine. Commissioner Sheehan was also award-
ed the ‘‘Diversity Champion Award’’ by the 
Asian American Chamber of Commerce in 
2013. She has twice been a finalist for 
‘‘Downtowner of the Year.’’ She was also rec-
ognized as a ‘‘Woman of Distinction’’ by the 
Girl Scouts of America, Citrus Council. 

Commissioner Sheehan is proudest of her 
role in the restoration of the iconic Lake Eola 
Fountain, the addition of 1.3 acres to Lake 
Eola Park, the preservation of the Eola House, 
and construction of sidewalks for children 
walking to and from school. She was the first 
openly gay elected official in Central Florida, 
and passed domestic partnership legislation 
and non-discrimination protections for the 
LGBT community. She is an urban agriculture 
advocate, and championed community gar-
dens and urban chickens. She also worked 
with the Trust for Public Land to acquire the 
Orlando Urban Trail (OUT). 

Commissioner Sheehan is a huge supporter 
of small business and Orlando’s Mainstreet 
Districts. She represents the Downtown South, 
Mills50 and Thornton Park Mainstreets. She 
also lobbied and passed a Florida State Law 
allowing for Doggie Dining on outdoor patios 
in downtown Orlando. She is also the founder 
and chairperson for Wheels for Kids, which 
has provided over 1,000 bicycles to needy ele-
mentary and middle school students in 
Reeves Terrace public housing. 

Commissioner Sheehan enjoys many out-
door activities including gardening, paddle 
boarding and Dragon Boat racing. As a local 
artist who exhibits her ‘‘Bad Kitty’’ paintings in 
local clubs and shops, she is an avid pro-
ponent of the Arts and Culture in Orlando. She 
lives in a 1928 bungalow with her Chinese 
Crested dog, Maxine, Nina Simone (a diva 
kitty) and Jazz (a wild English Springer Span-
iel), along with Peep, Cheep, & Bleep (her 
mini flock of urban chickens). 

I am happy to honor Commissioner Patty 
Sheehan, during Women’s History Month, for 
her leadership and service to the Central Flor-
ida Community. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ANNA ESKAMANI 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in honor of Wom-

en’s History Month, to recognize Anna 
Eskamani. An Iranian-American and Central 
Florida native, Anna graduated from the Uni-
versity of Central Florida (UCF) in the spring 
of 2012 with dual degrees in Political Science 
and Women’s Studies, and a Certificate in 
Service Learning. 

As an undergrad, Anna spent the majority of 
her time writing, advocating, and organizing 
for social justice. She first began her advocacy 
work in the environmental movement, but 
quickly became an advocate for international 
human rights via her Vice Presidency of the 
Iranian Student Organization. In the summer 
of 2010, Anna turned her focus to domestic 
issues, when she became Vice President of 
the College Democrats at UCF and the Wom-
en’s Caucus Chair of the Florida College 
Democrats. In April 2011, Anna founded 
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‘‘Keep PBS In Orlando,’’ an initiative to pre-
serve Central Florida’s local PBS station. The 
campaign helped create WUCF–TV. 

Anna continued to write, not only in leading 
publications like The Huffington Post and Or-
lando Sentinel, but also academically. In 
March 2011, Anna completed her under-
graduate honors thesis focusing on feminism 
in Iran. Anna presented her thesis, which re-
ceived high remarks, at several research con-
ferences. 

Upon graduation Anna was awarded the 
Order of Pegasus, the highest honor that a 
UCF senior can receive. She also graduated 
with the highest GPA in the College of Under-
graduate Studies, an achievement that al-
lowed her to be a part of UCF’s Platform Party 
during commencement ceremonies. 

Anna didn’t stop there. Now a graduate stu-
dent at UCF pursuing dual master’s degrees 
in Public Administration and Nonprofit Man-
agement, Anna works full-time at Planned Par-
enthood of Greater Orlando as the organiza-
tion’s External Affairs Manager. In her posi-
tion, Anna maintains the organization’s devel-
opment and public affairs programs. 

Anna continues to be very involved in the 
UCF and Central Florida community. In Feb-
ruary 2013, she launched an on-campus initia-
tive called ‘‘Project Bithlo,’’ with the goal of en-
gaging UCF students, faculty, and staff in the 
transformative work occurring in the histori-
cally neglected community of Bithlo. Only a 
year after its founding, Project Bithlo has con-
nected hundreds of UCF students to Bithlo. 
The project is succeeding in bringing together 
both the College Democrats and College Re-
publicans in an effort to show solidary with the 
families of this overlooked community. 

Anna also sits on the board of numerous or-
ganizations, including the Orange County 
League of Women Voters, Orange County 
Democratic Executive Committee, Democratic 
Women’s Club of Greater Orlando, Democratic 
Women’s Club Florida, UCF Women’s Studies 
Advisory Council, and Planned Parenthood’s 
Network of Volunteer Advocates. 

A lifelong feminist, Anna is excited to con-
tinue her work to better the lives of women 
and her local community. 

I am happy to honor Anna Eskamani, during 
Women’s History Month, for her leadership 
and service to the Central Florida community. 

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP OF IDA V. ESKAMANI 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of Wom-

en’s History Month, to recognize Ida V. 
Eskamani, a young woman with a passion for 
public service. A first-generation Iranian-Amer-
ican born and raised in Orlando, Florida, Ms. 
Eskamani believes that individual success is 
directly tied to the success of her community, 
and is committed to serving underserved and 
underrepresented communities. 

She began her career in public service as 
an undergraduate at the University of Central 
Florida (UCF), where she was active in sev-
eral campus organizations focused on wom-
en’s rights, equality, environmental justice, and 
social justice. As President of the College 
Democrats at UCF, she worked to empower 
and educate thousands of students through 
voter registration drives, rallies, and marches, 
and established the organization as an integral 
part of Central Florida’s progressive move-
ment. Ms. Eskamani earned dual degrees 
from UCF in Political Science and Sociology in 
2012. She was also awarded the national 
President’s Service Award for devoting more 

than 500 hours to community service in a 12- 
month period; as well as UCF’s most pres-
tigious award, the Order of Pegasus, for ex-
emplary achievements in academics, service, 
and leadership. 

Following graduation, Ms. Eskamani led the 
development team of the Orange County 
Democratic Party, helping them to break fund-
raising records. She also joined Senator BILL 
NELSON’s re-election campaign as the young-
est staff member, working as a Press and Re-
search Assistant. Following the 2012 elec-
tions, Ida was selected out of thousands of 
applicants to serve as a White House Intern in 
the Office of Presidential Personnel for the 
spring 2013 term. Upon her return to the Sun-
shine State, she spent her time as a Digital 
and Community Organizer with Florida CHAIN, 
an organization dedicated to increasing ac-
cess to affordable healthcare, and as a mem-
ber of the finance team for State Representa-
tive Joe Saunders’ re-election campaign. 

Ms. Eskamani joined Equality Florida, the 
states’ lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
civil rights organization in 2014 as a Develop-
ment Associate based in Orlando. In her role 
she assists in organizing and executing fund-
raising and development programs in Sara-
sota, Orlando, Jacksonville, and Tallahassee. 
She is also currently pursuing dual master’s 
degrees in Public Administration and Nonprofit 
Management at UCF. 

I am happy to honor Ida Eskamani, during 
Women’s History Month, for her leadership 
and service to the Central Florida community. 

f 

HONORING ODESSA WOOLFOLK 
DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
2014 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, in 
honor of Black History Month, I continue to 
pay tribute to outstanding African Americans 
from Alabama. Today, I rise to honor one of 
Alabama’s most beloved and brilliant civic 
leaders, Ms. Odessa Woolfolk. As a student in 
Birmingham’s segregated public schools to, 
later, becoming one of the city of Bir-
mingham’s most persuasive civic leaders, Ms. 
Odessa Woolfolk transcended the racial and 
socioeconomic challenges of her time. 

Ms. Odessa Woolfolk was born in the 
Titusville Community of Birmingham, Alabama 
and graduated from A.H. Parker High School. 
She earned her bachelor’s degree in History 
and Political Science from Talladega College 
and later went on to earn her Masters in 
Urban Studies from Occidental College in Cali-
fornia. She completed additional graduate 
work at the University of Chicago and was a 
National Urban Fellow at Yale University. 

Ms. Woolfolk began her career as a teacher 
at Birmingham’s Ullman High School, at the 
height of the civil rights movement. She dis-
played outstanding and fearless leadership 
both in her classroom and community during 
this turbulent time. Following her tenure as an 
educator, Ms. Woolfolk worked in public policy 
with the following organizations: the Urban Re-
investment Task Force in Washington, DC., 
New York State Urban Development Corpora-
tion in New York City, the YWCA in Utica, 

New York, the Arbor Hill Community Center 
and the Inter-Racial Council in Albany, New 
York. 

After working in New York and Washington, 
DC., Ms. Woolfolk returned to Alabama to 
serve as executive director of the Birmingham 
Opportunity Industrialization Center and asso-
ciate executive director of the Jefferson Coun-
ty Committee for Economic Opportunity. For 
twenty-one years, she served as director of 
the Center for Urban Affairs at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham and lectured in po-
litical science and public affairs. She also 
served as staff associate at the Center for 
International Programs and was an Assistant 
to the President for Community Relations. 

Ms. Odessa Woolfolk’s tremendous con-
tributions to the University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham were recognized with the establish-
ment of the Odessa Woolfolk Presidential 
Community Service Award. Due to her out-
standing and extensive service at UAB, Ms. 
Woolfolk received the UAB Honorary Alumni 
Award, Outstanding Faculty Award, the Presi-
dent’s Medal, and many other awards. 

Ms. Woolfolk is most known for her instru-
mental role in creating the Birmingham Civil 
Rights Institute. She was its founding adminis-
trator and chair of the task force that planned 
and directed its development. Annually, nearly 
150,000 people honor her as they pass 
through the Odessa Woolfolk Gallery at the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. 

Throughout her life, Ms. Woolfolk has 
served on the boards of numerous Bir-
mingham and statewide organizations, includ-
ing the YWCA, Region 2020, the Community 
Foundation of Greater Birmingham, UAB Afri-
can American Studies Program, Regional 
Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham, 
UAB Educational Foundation, Birmingham Mu-
seum of Art, and the Birmingham Urban 
League. Ms. Woolfolk served as the State 
Chair of the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, was the first African American 
President of Operation New Birmingham’s 
Board of Directors, founding member of Lead-
ership Birmingham and was the founding co- 
chair of the Martin Luther King Unity Break-
fast. 

Because of her influence in the city of Bir-
mingham and the state of Alabama, Ms. 
Woolfolk was honored by Birmingham’s Mayor 
and City Council and was inducted into the 
Birmingham Gallery of Distinguished Citizens. 
She was also inducted into the Alabama 
Academy of Honor and is the well-deserved 
recipient of the Humanities Award from the 
Alabama Humanities Foundation. She has re-
ceived honorary doctorates from her alma 
mater, Talladega College, from Birmingham- 
Southern College and the University of the 
South in Tennessee. 

Ms. Odessa Woolfolk is one of Bir-
mingham’s brightest luminaries. Through her 
continued commitment to improving her com-
munity, the State of Alabama and her nation, 
she remains an inspiration to all who know 
her. And as one of her mentees, it is my 
honor to recognize her on the floor of the 
United States House of Representatives. Our 
generation owes trailblazers such as Ms. 
Odessa Woolfolk a debt of gratitude. Today, I 
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to Ms. 
Odessa Woolfolk, an exceptional woman 
whose contributions have made her a shining 
example of exemplary service to all mankind. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHERRI BRANSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Cherri Branson 
on the occasion of her retirement from the 
United States House of Representatives, after 
more than twenty-four years of faithful and 
dedicated service. She is the kind of public 
servant who brings credit to this institution and 
the people we are honored to serve. 

Cherri began her long and multi-faceted ca-
reer in the House in 1989 and, over two dec-
ades, has served in various policy, legal and 
legislative positions, including Legislative 
Counsel, Legislative Director, and Committee 
Counsel. 

I first became familiar with Cherri in the late 
1990s, in the course of pursuing justice for Af-
rican-American farmers who, for decades, had 
been systematically discriminated against by 
the Agriculture Department. That long-fought 
effort culminated in the enactment of statutory 
language that set the stage for a landmark 
discrimination settlement for impacted farmers 
(Pigford v. Glickman). 

It was not until 2005, when I became the 
Ranking Member of the Committee on Home-
land Security, that Cherri began working for 
me. In her time on the Committee, she rose 
through the ranks and, at retirement, was 
serving as the Chief Counsel for Oversight. 

Among her key accomplishments on the 
Committee was the oversight work she led in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina. The investiga-
tions that she oversaw in the wake of this 
massive disaster shed light on waste, fraud, 
and unfair practices that harmed not only im-
pacted individuals, but the American taxpayer. 
This oversight set the stage for meaningful re-
forms to help bring about a fair and equitable 
distribution of resources to survivors of the 
disaster, better processes to ensure distribu-
tion of immediate relief in a timely manner, 
and more opportunities for impacted local, 
small, minority and women-owned businesses 
to participate in recovery efforts. 

On the Committee, she has led investiga-
tions of national significance, including the in-
vestigation of the White House State Dinner 
Security Breach (the Salahi case) which led to 
tightened security procedures within the Se-
cret Service’s Presidential Protection process. 

Prior to joining the Committee, Cherri con-
ducted investigations with the House of Rep-
resentatives Government Reform (Oversight) 
Committee. The most notable outcomes of 
those investigations included the strengthening 
of protections for children involved in medical 
clinical trials, equitable tax treatment for Holo-
caust survivors, and several reviews of federal 
policies concerning illicit drugs. 

During her career in the House, Cherri has 
directly served on the staffs of Members of 
Congress from diverse geographic and demo-
graphic areas, including New York, Texas, 
Michigan, Illinois, Hawaii, California and Mis-
sissippi. Through her work on behalf of Com-
mittee Members, she has come to know and 
appreciate the concerns of Americans in near-
ly every corner of the country. 

In her work in the House, Cherri displayed 
that rare combination of steadfast and reliable 
care for ordinary Americans and a skillful abil-
ity to do battle on their behalf. 

Even as Cherri closes a chapter of distinc-
tion and accomplishment in the House of Rep-
resentatives, she continues to dedicate her di-
verse talents to serving others. She, quite lit-
erally, is living the famous adage coined by 
former Speaker of the House, Thomas P. 
O’Neill Jr.—‘‘all politics is local’’—by taking on 
the responsibility of representing the residents 
of Maryland’s Montgomery County District 5 
on the County Council. 

On behalf of myself, the Democratic Mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland Security, 
and this institution, I extend my sincere appre-
ciation to Cherri for all her great work. I also 
wish to acknowledge her loving family—hus-
band Donald, and son, Avery—on their con-
tributions. I urge Members to join me in ex-
tending our best wishes to Cherri upon her re-
tirement and in her future endeavors. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 27, 2014 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 4 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Stanley Fischer, of New York, 
Jerome H. Powell, of Maryland, and 
Lael Brainard, of the District of Co-
lumbia, all to be a Member of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, Gustavo Velasquez 
Aguilar, of the District of Columbia, to 
be Assistant Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, and J. Mark 
McWatters, of Texas, to be a Member of 
the National Credit Union Administra-
tion. 

SD–538 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on East Asian and Pacific 

Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine strength-

ening United States alliances in North-
east Asia. 

SD–419 

MARCH 5 
Time to be announced 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business. 

SR–253 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the Defense 

Authorization Request for fiscal year 
2015 and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram. 

SH–216 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of L. Reginald Brothers, Jr., of 
Massachusetts, to be Under Secretary 
for Science and Technology, and 
Francis Xavier Taylor, of Maryland, to 
be Under Secretary for Intelligence and 
Analysis, both of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine national se-
curity space launch programs. 

SD–192 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

SD–G50 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To hold hearings to examine develop-

ments in the Western Balkans and pol-
icy responses, focusing on policy ap-
proaches of the United States toward 
the countries of the Western Balkans. 

SD–106 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on the Budget 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2015. 

SD–608 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2015. 

SD–215 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nation of Maria Contreras-Sweet, of 
California, to be Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration. 

SR–428A 
2:15 p.m. 

Special Committee on Aging 
To hold hearings to examine income se-

curity and the elderly, focusing on se-
curing gains made in the war on pov-
erty. 

SD–562 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine nuclear 
forces and policies in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal 
year 2015 and the Future Years Defense 
Program. 

SR–222 

MARCH 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Central Command and United 
States Africa Command in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for 
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fiscal year 2015 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
the American Veterans (AMVETS), 
Blinded Veterans Association, Jewish 
War Veterans, Military Officers Asso-
ciation of America, Military Order of 
the Purple Heart, National Association 
of State Directors of Veterans Affairs, 
National Guard Association of the 
United States, The Retired Enlisted 
Association, Vietnam Veterans of 
America. 

CHOB–345 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Timothy G. Massad, of Con-
necticut, to be Chairman, Sharon Y. 
Bowen, of New York, and J. Chris-
topher Giancarlo, of New Jersey, all to 
be a Commissioner, all of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission. 

SR–328A 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

Subcommittee on Financial and Con-
tracting Oversight 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
contractor performance information. 

SD–342 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Surface Transportation 
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety, and Security 

To hold hearings to examine enhancing 
our rail safety, focusing on current 
challenges for passenger and freight 
rail. 

SR–253 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine Syria spill-
over, focusing on the growing threat of 
terrorism and sectarianism in the Mid-
dle East. 

SD–419 

MARCH 11 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To hold closed hearings to examine 

United States Special Operations Com-
mand in review of the Defense Author-
ization Request for fiscal year 2015 and 
the Future Years Defense Program; 
with the possibility of a closed session 
in SVC–217 following the open session. 

SR–222 

MARCH 12 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the situa-

tion in Afghanistan. 
SH–216 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine military 
space programs in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal 
year 2015 and the Future Years Defense 
Program. 

SR–222 

MARCH 13 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Northern Command and United 
States Southern Command in review of 
the Defense Authorization Request for 
fiscal year 2015 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine U.S. Pacific 
Command and U.S. Forces Korea in re-

view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2015 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 26 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
The American Legion. 

SD–G50 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold hearings to examine the the cur-

rent readiness of United States forces 
in review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2015 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SR–232A 

MARCH 27 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the posture 
of the Department of the Navy in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2015 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

APRIL 3 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the posture 
of the Department of the Army in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2015 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

APRIL 10 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the posture 
of the Department of the Air Force in 
review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2015 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–106 
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