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After retiring from Broward County Public 

Schools in the mid 1980s, she taught at Phyl-
lis Wheatley Elementary in the Dade County 
School System. Building on her teaching ca-
reer, she received her Master’s Degree in 
Education from Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU) in Boca Raton, Florida, as well as a 
Doctorate in Social Psychology and Physi-
ology from Eastern Pennsylvania University. 

Gwen made many significant contributions 
to her community through her passion for edu-
cation. As a pioneer change agent, she was 
‘‘the first’’ many times over in the political 
realm. Gwen was the first African American 
appointed to the Judicial Selection Board by 
Governor Lawton Chiles, the first African 
American appointed to the Personnel Advisory 
Board by Commissioner John Hart, the first 
African American female to run for office in the 
City of Lauderdale Lakes, the first female 
swimming coach for Dillard High School, and 
the first principal of Dillard High Community 
School. 

When Gwen retired, she continued to be a 
staunch educational advocate. She was one of 
the founding members and one of the original 
incorporators of the Sistrunk Historical Festival 
and the Lalee Terrace Rebuild Foundation. 
Furthermore, Gwen founded the Broward 
Branch of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

She initiated the Elders Council of the Afri-
can American Research Library and Cultural 
Center to gather stories about African Amer-
ican pioneers of Broward County for her book 
entitled, Across the Tracks. Additionally, Gwen 
was a board member for the Literacy Coalition 
of Broward County, chairperson of the Lauder-
dale Lakes School Advisory Board, Vice Presi-
dent of the Northwest Democratic Executive 
Board, Treasurer of the Pride of Fort Lauder-
dale Elks Lodge, Temple #395, a member of 
the Order of Eastern Stars, an advisor to the 
Dillard High School Alumni & Friends Associa-
tion, Inc., and a member of the Planning and 
Zoning Board for Broward County. 

Gwen was the recipient of numerous 
awards and honors. In 2011, she received the 
Rosa Parks Award and the Mildred Hastings 
Tenacity Award, which was named in honor of 
my late mother. 

A long-time member and officer of Mount 
Hermon AME Church, Gwen had the very first 
wedding there on June 11, 1954. She was 
happily married to Tommie Lee for almost 60 
years. She is survived by her husband; four 
adult children, Charles Holiday, Sr., Kenneth 
Hankerson, Sr., Evangelist Allison Hankerson- 
Harris, and Attorney Terri Lynn Hankerson; 11 
grandchildren; and 12 great grandchildren. 

Mr.Speaker, the Hankerson family and 
friends, our nation, Florida, and Broward 
County have lost a remarkable person who 
made life better for humankind. 
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on the rule governing debate 
for H.R. 2804, the ‘‘All Economic Regulations 
Are Transparent Act of 2014,’’ the so-called 
‘‘ALERRT Act.’’ 

H.R. 2804 makes numerous changes to the 
federal rule-making process, including: (1) re-
quiring agencies to consider numerous new 
criteria when issuing rules, such as alter-
natives to rules proposals; (2) requiring agen-
cies to review the ‘‘indirect’’ costs of proposed 
and existing rules; (3) giving the Small Busi-
ness Administration expanded authority to in-
tervene in the rule-making of other agencies; 
and (4) requiring federal agencies to file 
monthly reports on the status of their rule- 
making activities. 

I cannot support this legislation in its 
present form for two reasons, one procedural 
and one substantive. 

Procedurally, I oppose the bill because in its 
present form it was never considered by the 
Judiciary Committee. This bill was reported by 
the Oversight and Government Reform Com-
mittee on a party line 19–15 vote but was not 
acted on by Judiciary Committee. 

As reported, the bill contained only provi-
sions relating to monthly reporting require-
ments regarding agency rule-making. 

But the bill being brought to the floor now 
includes three additional and very controver-
sial Judiciary bills (H.R. 2122, Regulatory Ac-
countability Act; H.R. 1493, Sunshine for Reg-
ulatory Decrees and Settlements Act; and 
H.R. 2542, Regulatory Flexibility Improve-
ments Act). 

This is not the way to legislate on matters 
that have such serious consequences for the 
public health and safety. 

Substantively, I oppose the underlying bill 
this rule makes in order because it imposes 
unneeded and costly analytical and procedural 
requirements on agencies that would prevent 
them from performing their statutory respon-
sibilities to protect the public health and safe-
ty. 

I oppose the bill also because it creates un-
necessary regulatory and legal uncertainty, in-
creases costs for businesses and State, local 
and tribal governments, and impedes com-
mon-sense protections for the American pub-
lic. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill is unnecessary and in-
vites frivolous litigation. When a federal agen-
cy promulgates a regulation, it already must 
adhere to the requirements of the statute that 
it is implementing. 

Agencies already must adhere to the robust 
and well-understood procedural requirements 
of federal law, including the Administrative 
Procedure Act, the Regulatory Flexibility Act 

(RFA), the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 
1995 (UMRA), the Paperwork Reduction Act 
(PRA), and the Congressional Review Act. 

Regulatory agencies already are required to 
promulgate regulations only upon a reasoned 
determination that the benefits of the regula-
tions justify the costs and to consider regu-
latory alternatives. Final regulations are sub-
ject to review by the federal courts which, 
among other things, examine whether agen-
cies have satisfied the substantive and proce-
dural requirements of all applicable statutes. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2804 in its cur-
rent form does not include an exemption for 
rules promulgated by the Department of 
Homeland Security to protect the safety of the 
American people and the security of our coun-
try. 

For this reason, I offered an amendment 
that provides this important exception and I 
thank the Rules Committee for making it in 
order. 

The security of the homeland is one of the 
most preeminent concerns of the federal gov-
ernment. The increased need for national se-
curity following the attacks of September 11th 
makes it important that the Department of 
Homeland Security not be unduly impeded in 
the promulgation of rules that may preempt at-
tacks against our nation. 

Unnecessary delays to rules set forth by the 
Department of Homeland Security can wastes 
scarce resources that keep our nation safe as 
well as impede the regular operations of the 
agency. 

I urge all Members to support the Jackson 
Lee Amendment to H.R. 2804. 

f 

THE REDUCE EXPENDITURES IN 
NUCLEAR INVESTMENTS NOW 
(REIN–IN) ACT OF 2014 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
introduced the Reduce Expenditures in Nu-
clear Investments Now (REIN–IN) Act of 2014. 
The bill would save $100 billion over the next 
10 years by reducing or eliminating unneces-
sary nuclear weapons programs. Senator ED-
WARD J. MARKEY (D–MA) has introduced com-
panion legislation in the Senate, the SANE 
Act. 

We must significantly reduce U.S. spending 
on nuclear weapons, delivery systems, and re-
lated programs. Today, the United States 
spends more in this arena than it did at the 
height of the Cold War. A recent report from 
the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office 
estimates that between 2014 and 2023, the 
costs of the Administration’s plans for nuclear 
forces will total $470 billion. Other estimates 
come close to $700 billion, which is more than 
the federal government will spend on edu-
cation over the next five years. Worse, there 
are plans in the works to spend billions of dol-
lars modernizing our nuclear stockpile of mis-
siles, submarines, and bombers, committing 
us to decades more of waste. 

We need to change direction. 
My legislation will make the nation safer. 

The large number of high-alert weapons we 
have now leaves dangerous room for human 
error. For example, in August 2007, a B–52 
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