H2192

There are tremendous economic in-
centives for the United States to take
climate change seriously. In December,
the Pew Charitable Trust estimated
that the clean energy sector could gen-
erate $1.9 trillion in revenue from 2012
to 2018. We also know that there are
three times as many jobs created per
dollar spent on renewable energy than
on fossil fuel. As we work to create an
economy that supports 21st century
jobs, how can we overlook one of the
world’s fastest-growing industrial sec-
tors and the millions of jobs it would

support?
Large multinational corporations
have joined environmentalists, sci-

entists, and the vast majority of the
American public who recognize the im-
pact of carbon pollution on our world.
For example, Coca-Cola has already
suffered from a global water shortage
that is driving up costs, and Coke has
recognized climate change as a chal-
lenge to its future profitability.

The business plans of ExxonMobil
and other Big Five o0il companies as-
sume they will have to pay for the cost
of carbon in the future. This Congress
should recognize the same facts that
these business leaders have accepted:
climate change is real and requires a
different game plan. History will not be
kind to climate change deniers.

The Schakowsky-Lowenthal amend-
ment doesn’t ask for much. It doesn’t
change the bill’s provisions. It simply
asks us as 21st century leaders of the
most powerful country in the world to
say ‘‘yes’ to this simple fact: climate
change is real and can have negative
consequences.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I
rise to oppose the gentlelady’s amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Kentucky is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WHITFIELD. I have a great deal
of respect and admiration for the gen-
tlelady from Illinois. I might say, this
legislation would never have been nec-
essary if EPA had adopted a standard
that had been adequately demonstrated
and was not in violation of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005.

I would also say in wanting to add
this language to the bill, EPA itself, in
discussing its proposed regulation, pro-
jected that its rule would result in al-
most zero CO, emission changes or
quantified benefits in cost by 2022. So
even EPA does not think that their
regulation is going to really signifi-
cantly reduce CO, emissions because 96
percent of CO, emissions are naturally
occurring; less than 4 percent are man-
made.

I might also point out once again
that no one is a denier of climate
change, but more and more scientists
seem to be disagreeing with the impact
of manmade CO, versus naturally oc-
curring CO,.

After the Fifth Assessment Report of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
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mate Change in the fall of last year, a
group of scientists from the non-gov-
ernmental Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change in a 1,200-page report
with thousands of references to peer re-
viewed papers made the argument that
natural forces, not man-made forces,
are really driving the Earth’s climate.
So we are particularly concerned that
this regulation would prevent America
from flexibility. In the future if nat-
ural gas prices go up, we would not
have the option, like most every other
country in the world, of building a coal
plant, and so that is why we respect-
fully oppose her amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chairman, I
yield the balance of my time to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
LOWENTHAL).

Mr. LOWENTHAL. I thank the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois for yielding and
for being a steadfast leader on this
issue.

Mr. Chairman, this amendment sim-
ply confirms what world’s scientists al-
ready know: that greenhouse gases
contribute to long-lasting changes in
our climate that can have a range of
harmful effects.

Disinformation by entities with con-
flicts of interest have fueled reports of
scientific disagreement. However, the
scientific community is not divided be-
cause there is no compelling scientific
evidence denying human’s role in cli-
mate change, period. Case closed.

Every minute we waste on the myth
of disagreement is a minute longer we
wait to take concrete action, making
our inevitable energy transition even
more expensive.

Mr. Chairman, we will be judged by
our children for what we do here today.
I urge an ‘“‘aye ‘‘vote.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. WHITFIELD. I yield myself the
balance of my time.

In reply to this case closed argument,
I would just point out that the Fifth
Assessment Report of the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change,
which came out in the fall, acknowl-
edged a lack of warming since 1998 and
a growing discrepancy between the
model projections and the reality of
the observations actually made; that
the discrepancy between the models
and reality was increasing. It also ac-
knowledged the evidence of decreased
climate sensitivity to the increases in
atmospheric CO, concentrations. It
also acknowledged that sea level rising
during the period 1920-1950 was the
same as in 1995 to 2012. Now that is the
United Nations Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change.

With that, I respectfully request that
we defeat the gentlelady’s amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois (Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from Illinois will be
postponed.

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
MCKINLEY) having assumed the chair,
Mr. HULTGREN, Acting Chair of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 3826) to provide di-
rection to the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency regard-
ing the establishment of standards for
emissions of any greenhouse gas from
fossil fuel-fired electric utility gener-
ating units, and for other purposes, had
come to no resolution thereon.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2824, PREVENTING GOVERN-
MENT WASTE AND PROTECTING
COAL MINING JOBS IN AMERICA;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2641, RESPONSIBLY AND
PROFESSIONALLY INVIGORATING
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2013; AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE
RULES

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 113-374) on the
resolution (H. Res. 501) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2824) to
amend the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977 to stop the on-
going waste by the Department of the
Interior of taxpayer resources and im-
plement the final rule on excess spoil,
mining waste, and buffers for perennial
and intermittent streams, and for
other purposes; providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2641) to provide
for improved coordination of agency
actions in the preparation and adop-
tion of environmental documents for
permitting determinations, and for
other purposes; and providing for con-
sideration of motions to suspend the
rules, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

——

ELECTRICITY SECURITY AND
AFFORDABILITY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 497 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 3826.

Will the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HULTGREN) kindly resume the chair.

1 1756
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
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