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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We come to the end of a short week. 
For many, the winter has outlived its 
welcome and the longing for spring and 
its warmth is palpable. May the long-
ing for comity and good will in the 
fashioning of policies benefiting our 
Nation be equally manifest in the ac-
tions marking these days. 

Now we approach a weekend during 
which many Members of this assembly 
will gather to remember a historic 
event in Selma, Alabama. Forty-nine 
years ago, brave men and women, 
Americans of all races, colors, and 
faiths, walked together to help guar-
antee freedom still denied the descend-
ants of those who were slaves. 

Bless the Members of this assembly 
and us all, that we would be worthy of 
the call we have been given as Ameri-
cans, to nurture and guarantee demo-
cratic freedoms to all who dwell in our 
great Nation. Help us all to be truly 
thankful and appropriately generous in 
our response. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) 

come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CICILLINE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian 
Pate, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 5 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

AMERICAN-ISRAEL PUBLIC AF-
FAIRS COMMITTEE POLICY CON-
FERENCE 

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, this week 
in Washington we welcome representa-
tives from across the country attend-
ing the American-Israel Public Affairs 
Committee Policy Conference, the 
largest gathering in our Nation of 
friends of the Jewish State. Represent-
atives come to the Nation’s Capital to 
highlight the importance of the part-
nership between the United States and 
Israel and work together toward com-
mon interests and goals. 

I have the honor of serving as cochair 
of the House Republican Israel Caucus, 
where protecting, strengthening, and 
promoting the U.S.-Israel relationship 
is the top priority. 

Just this week, under the leadership 
of Congresswoman ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN, the House passed legislation 
designating Israel as a major strategic 

partner of the United States. I com-
mend Congresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN on 
her leadership in expanding U.S.-Israel 
cooperation in defense, energy, and 
science. 

As the Iranian regime continues to 
advance its nuclear ambitions and cur-
rent events continually demonstrate 
that we live in a dangerous world, it is 
important that Congress reaffirm our 
support for and commitment to our 
close friend and ally, Israel. 

f 

OLNEYVILLE NEW YORK SYSTEM 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
to congratulate Olneyville New York 
System, an iconic Rhode Island res-
taurant which last week received the 
James Beard Foundation’s America’s 
Classics award—a prestigious national 
award. 

The America’s Classics award honors 
‘‘restaurants that have timeless appeal 
and are beloved for quality food that 
reflects the character of their commu-
nity.’’ 

Despite its name, this restaurant is a 
uniquely Rhode Island culinary treas-
ure and is beloved by Rhode Islanders 
and visitors alike. 

This national recognition confirms 
what Rhode Islanders already knew: we 
have some of the best food and res-
taurants in the country, and Olneyville 
New York System is a classic. 

Every Rhode Islander knows the dis-
tinctive smells and sights of this local 
business. As mayor of Providence, I 
was proud Olneyville New York System 
played a leading role in my Main 
Street initiative to improve Provi-
dence’s commercial districts. 

Indeed, for nearly 70 years, three gen-
erations of the Stevens family have run 
this local establishment at the same 
location in Providence. Although the 
neighborhood has changed over time, 
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