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The challenges of sexism, discrimina-

tion, and inequality future generations 
of daughters will have to face are sig-
nificantly diminished thanks to the 
brave women who have come before us. 

I think we should also acknowledge 
our colleague, Congresswoman ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN of Florida, who was the 
first Hispanic woman elected to Con-
gress, someone who is a great friend of 
all of ours, who we are so proud of, and 
is so collegial, so warm, and such a 
wonderful person and leader to work 
with. 

Former Congresswoman Carrie Meek, 
and our current colleague, Congress-
woman CORRINE BROWN, who were the 
first African American women elected 
to Congress from Florida. These are 
tremendous sources of pride for us as 
women leaders. 

I want to congratulate the gentlelady 
from New York and the gentlelady 
from Tennessee on their commitment 
to building the National Women’s His-
tory Museum. We really need to build 
it, so that we can note the accomplish-
ments and progress of women through-
out American history because it is im-
portant to do that in so many ways. 

As the mother of two young daugh-
ters—and each of the women here to-
night have met my daughters on nu-
merous occasions—and are all about 
girls’ empowerment, we are a girl 
power caucus as women Members. 

If we build this National Women’s 
History Museum, we are going to have 
an opportunity to have a showcase—a 
place where we can show our daughters 
everything that is possible because of 
the achievements of who came before 
us. 

Instead of having to try to thumb 
through a history book and hope that a 
teacher or a professor along the way 
gave them some understanding about 
what was possible, we give them a 
place that they can go, show them 
what is possible, and show generations 
of younger women coming behind them 
as well. 

Thank you so much. 
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 

York. I thank my good friend for her 
inspiring and thoughtful remarks. 

Women’s history is not focused 
strictly on the accomplishments and 
contributions of individuals; rather it 
includes recognition of the collective 
efforts of women to enrich society. 

After all, it was women who lobbied 
pasteurization of milk, vaccinations 
for our children, and sewage systems 
for our communities. Women banded 
together during World War II to sup-
port the war effort. 

They planted victory gardens, do-
nated nylons to be used for making 
equipment, and even took up collec-
tions that yielded enough money to 
purchase aircraft bombers. 

Clearly, women have succeeded in 
shaping our Nation in important and 
lasting ways. A women’s museum 
would chronicle those important 
achievements of women throughout 
history that are scattered across the 

Nation, as MARCY said, and we need to 
work to make this happen. 

I yield to my good friend and col-
league in this effort, Congresswoman 
BLACKBURN. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Thank you, Mrs. 
MALONEY. 

I want to talk for just a moment 
about some of the women from Ten-
nessee who have made such a signifi-
cant contribution. 

Now, each of us standing on the floor 
tonight have stood in this Chamber and 
have fought for children. 

Dr. Mildred Stahlman—Millie 
Stahlman—is from Nashville and is 
part of the Vanderbilt University Med-
ical Center team. She is a pioneering 
professor in pediatrics and pathology 
at Vanderbilt. 

Anyone who has ever been in a 
neonatology unit has seen some of the 
pioneering work of Dr. Stahlman be-
cause she was the first to ever look at, 
study, and develop methods for moni-
toring lung disease in premature ba-
bies. 

With over 1,300 preemies born every 
single day, if you were to go into a hos-
pital neonatology unit, you would see 
some of the knowledge, the experience, 
the insight, and the discovery that has 
been brought about by Dr. Stahlman in 
helping these young babies to live. 

I would also like to mention Beth 
Harwell. Beth is our speaker of the 
house in Tennessee. She is the first fe-
male speaker of the house ever in our 
State’s history. 

Beth started her career in public 
service when she was elected to the 
general assembly in 1988; and then, in 
2011, she was unanimously elected to 
serve as speaker of the Tennessee 
House. 

She is a diligent worker. She is very 
devoted to public service, and she rep-
resents our State so well. 

Chief justice of the Tennessee Su-
preme Court, Connie Clark, who is one 
of my constituents. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York’s time has 
expired. 

f 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MUSEUM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) for 30 minutes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, we 
are so excited about our talking, we 
didn’t realize that the time had to be 
split, but so be it. We women stand and 
abide by the rules of the House, and so 
we will accept the acknowledgment of 
the change of time. 

I will return to directing our atten-
tion to Chief Justice Connie Clark in 
Tennessee. What is so important about 
her career is that she was first ap-
pointed to the State court by a Demo-
crat Governor, again served under a 
Democrat Governor, and then chief jus-
tice under a Republican Governor. 

Justice Clark is such an incredible 
inspiration to women in our State. She 
has proven herself, has really been de-
voted to the judiciary and the law 
field, and is so active in our commu-
nity, a tremendous role model. 

If we step outside of the venue of pol-
itics and law, Amy Grant, who is a 
singer, songwriter, a native of Nash-
ville, has had such a successful music 
career. Amy Grant became the first 
artist in Christian music to ever have a 
platinum record, and she went on to 
become a crossover sensation in the 
music world. 

Amy Grant has pioneered the Chris-
tian music genre, and she has also 
blazed quite a trail in the music indus-
try. 

When we look at the world of sports, 
another Tennesseean, from Clarksville, 
Tennessee, which is in my district, 
Wilma Rudolph, many of you will rec-
ognize her name. She was a Tennessee 
State University track star. 

On September 7, 1960, in Rome, she 
became the first American woman to 
win not one or two, but three gold med-
als in the Olympics. She was a track- 
and-field champion and was regarded as 
a civil rights and women’s rights pio-
neer and is warmly remembered and 
treasured in our State. 

Pat Summitt, who was the head 
coach of the Lady Vols at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee and is now the head 
coach emeritus, she was at the helm of 
the Lady Vols for 38 seasons. She is the 
all-time winningest coach in NCAA his-
tory—the all-time winningest coach in 
all of NCAA history. That is men and 
women’s teams. 

She is forthright, well-respected, eth-
ical, and a winner in every sense of the 
word. 

Sandra Cochran, who is the president 
and CEO of Cracker Barrel, Incor-
porated, she became the president and 
CEO on September 12 of 2011, following 
her service as Cracker Barrel’s presi-
dent and chief operating officer. Crack-
er Barrel is headquartered in Lebanon, 
Tennessee. 

Ms. Cochran was previously CEO at 
the Nation’s third largest book re-
tailer, Books-A-Million. She is serving 
our community and that country well. 

Ms. Cochran is a chemical engineer-
ing graduate from Vanderbilt Univer-
sity and a masters of business adminis-
tration from Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity. 

After graduating from Vanderbilt, 
she entered the United States Army, 
where she ultimately served as a cap-
tain in the 9th Infantry Division. 

There are so many other influential 
women that come from our State, and 
we are delighted to know that we will 
have the opportunity to recognize 
them and their contributions and the 
contributions of all women who have 
contributed to the cause of freedom in 
that Nation. 

I yield to the gentlelady from New 
York. 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. I thank the gentlelady for giving 
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that overview of the wonderful con-
tributions of women from the great 
State of Tennessee, and I think it real-
ly is historic that the birthplace of the 
movement for the women’s right to 
vote began in New York and really was 
completed in the great State of Ten-
nessee. How historic is that? 

I must say that the great men who 
built this Nation and shaped our soci-
ety did not do it alone. I want to tell 
you about some of the women from the 
great State of New York. 

First, I would like to speak about one 
of my mentors, a great friend, a great 
leader, Geraldine Ferraro, whose run 
for Vice President inspired me and 
countless other women who followed 
her into office. 

As a young woman, she demonstrated 
her extraordinary capacity for hard 
work and dedication by skipping three 
grades and graduating high school at 
the age of 16. After college, she taught 
second grade in New York public 
schools and put herself through Ford-
ham Law School at night. 

b 2030 

After her children were born, she 
spent 13 years as a homemaker, after 
which she did something that was un-
usual at the time: she went back to 
work as an attorney in the Special Vic-
tims Bureau of the New York District 
Attorney’s Office. 

Later on, she ran for Congress and 
became an outstanding Member rep-
resenting Queens, New York. During 
her three terms in Congress, Ferarro 
became known as a strong advocate for 
her district and for issues such as pro-
tecting Medicare and Social Security. 

Then, in 1984, she literally made his-
tory when she became the first female 
candidate for a major party for Vice 
President. She is a symbol of the possi-
bility that women could achieve their 
dreams, break the glass ceiling, and as-
pire to the highest realm in their cho-
sen profession. 

Ferraro is the type of woman I hope 
inspires my daughters just as she in-
spired me. Her life is the story girls 
and boys should hear when they come 
to our Nation’s Capitol, but too often 
the stories of women are swept under 
the rug and not remembered. That is 
why we need this museum. 

But Geraldine Ferraro would not 
have had the opportunity to be such an 
important trailblazer without the hard 
work of some of the amazing New York 
suffragettes: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott. 
Their statue is in the rotunda of the 
Capitol, and it was a bill of Connie 
Morella’s and mine to move the women 
out of the basement into the rightful 
living room of the Capitol with the 
country’s other great revolutionary 
leaders. 

Stanton met Mott in 1840 when they 
both were refused seats at the World 
Anti-Slavery Convention in London on 
account of their sex. It was there that 
they first discussed the need for a con-
vention to address the condition of 

women in the United States. This led 
to the first women’s rights convention 
in Seneca Falls, New York, which was 
attended by Anthony. Together, they 
championed the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association, dedi-
cating their lives to achieving equality 
and the right to vote for women. 

The activist work of Cady Stanton, 
Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott 
are the roots under the women’s move-
ment in this country. None of them 
lived to see women gain the right to 
vote, but it would have been literally 
impossible without their hard work 
and dedication. They literally dedi-
cated their lives working daily to raise 
awareness, build coalitions, and to pass 
the 19th Amendment. 

Without their dedication to women’s 
rights, Alice Paul, the author of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, would not 
have been inspired to secure a woman’s 
right to vote. Alice Paul, incidentally, 
was a relative of my late husband, Clif-
ton Maloney, from the great State of 
New Jersey. Without their dedication, I 
would not have been inspired to con-
tinue the work on the amendment to 
our Constitution which we coauthored 
to ensure equality for women and men 
in all areas of society. 

But there are also countless women 
whose work has had a tremendous im-
pact on our lives and in our commu-
nities. For all intents and purposes, 
they have been forgotten. 

Nellie Bly was one of the most influ-
ential journalists of the 19th century. 
She pioneered the field of investigative 
journalism at a time when our Nation 
was rapidly undergoing industrializa-
tion. She also emulated the voyage of 
Mr. Fogg, Jules Verne’s character 
made famous in the classic novel, 
‘‘Around the World in 80 Days.’’ But 
Bly pointed out, however, that he made 
the trip in 72 days. 

While working for Joseph Pulitzer’s 
The New York World, Bly went under-
cover and feigned insanity to report on 
the deplorable conditions of the 
Blackwell Island insane asylum. She 
exposed the horrific physical and emo-
tional cruelty she had seen patients en-
dure. Her work caused an uproar in 
New York, resulting in more money to 
help people with mental illnesses and a 
change in care for the people in the 
asylum. Bly’s work helped open the 
profession to future generations of 
women journalists who wanted to write 
hard news rather than the light fea-
tures in society columns. 

Lillian Wald, another great New 
Yorker, was a progressive-era reformer 
setting the standards for modern social 
work and community nursing. She left 
medical school in the 1890s to work 
with poor immigrant families on New 
York’s Lower East Side and founded 
the Henry Street Settlement, which 
still serves New Yorkers, and Visiting 
Nurse Services, which still serves our 
country and which continues to offer 
health care and social services to the 
needy. 

Wald tirelessly campaigned for the 
rights of women and minorities and un-

dertook some amazing humanitarian 
efforts to improve our country helping 
to found the United States Children’s 
Bureau, the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, and the 
NAACP. The New York Times nomi-
nated her as one of the 12 greatest liv-
ing American women in 1922, and she 
later received the Lincoln Medallion 
for her work as an outstanding citizen 
of New York. 

There are untold numbers of women 
like those that I have mentioned who 
have made great contributions to this 
Nation. In addition to learning about 
their specific contributions, we are 
only now gaining a full understanding 
of how civilization evolves through the 
power of feminine values and women’s 
enduring traditions. 

Nowhere can one find a place for all 
of these contributions and traditions in 
one place. That is what we want to ac-
complish for women. I want to note 
that there are numerous museums in 
and around The Mall. We have muse-
ums for stamps. We have museums for 
law and order and for space. We have 
the great Smithsonian. We have muse-
ums for African Americans. We have 
museums for Indian Americans, and we 
have museums for the media—the im-
portant media. We have over 22 dif-
ferent museums right in this area, but 
not one is focusing on the valid and in-
credibly important contributions of 
women. 

They say women hold up half the 
sky, but where do you find it? It is not 
in the history books. It is not in the 
museums. It is nowhere to be found. 
Now, if all these other museums had 
sections focused on the contributions 
of women, maybe we wouldn’t need this 
museum. But they don’t. 

As my daughter used to say when I 
would read stories to her at night, she 
would say: Mommy, Mommy, why 
aren’t there any stories about girls? 
Why are all the stories about boys? 
Can’t you read me a story about girls? 
We don’t focus on the contributions of 
women. There is a woman who rode 
longer and farther than Paul Revere, 
and nobody even knows her name. 
Let’s build this museum and talk about 
her contributions, too. 

If we and future generations are to 
learn all the lessons of the past upon 
which to build a future, we must be 
aware of the true experiences, the 
hardships, the successes, and the con-
tributions of women. 

I have here some people I feel deserve 
to be in that museum: 

Sandra Day O’Connor, the first 
woman to serve on the Supreme Court, 
one of the first elected to serve in the 
State legislature, an outstanding at-
torney; 

Eleanor Roosevelt, from the great 
State of New York, an outstanding 
First Lady who helped so many; 

Rosa Parks, who was tired and de-
cided not to give her seat to a White 
and started an entire civil rights move-
ment that literally changed this coun-
try and the opportunities for all peo-
ple; and 
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Sally Ride, the great astronaut who 

went into space. 
We don’t really chronicle the women 

scientists and the explorers, all these 
incredibly important women. 

Marsha, I know—I know—that we 
would not have these hearings and we 
would not have the momentum—we 
have over 84 cosponsors of our bill now. 
This would not have happened without 
your hard work and your leadership. I 
know she has been reaching out to her 
colleagues that chair these commit-
tees, to the leadership of the majority 
and others to move this effort forward 
and to gain momentum. So on behalf of 
the women I am privileged to rep-
resent, I want to thank you for all of 
your hard work. It is historic. 
A NATIONAL MUSEUM FOR WOMEN’S HISTORY 

(By Rep. Renee Ellmers, R–NC) 
Throughout history, conservative women 

have impacted our nation’s future and be-
come an important voice in our democratic 
republic. We have proven ourselves as pio-
neers, innovators, leaders and decision-mak-
ers. We have created and contributed to 
many aspects of history—be it agriculture, 
medicine, politics, philosophy, science, and 
art. We have touched countless lives and 
shaped history, yet rarely does society 
teach, recognize or display our contribu-
tions—and it is time for this to change. In an 
effort to change this, I have joined my col-
leagues in advocating to establish the Na-
tional Women’s History Museum (NWHM) in 
Washington D.C. 

Young women deserve a space to call their 
own—a physical space they can visit to hear 
and read about those who came before them 
and changed history. We need a tangible 
place that encourages our girls to wonder, to 
feel empowered, and to inquire about the 
people who fought to provide them with the 
freedom and opportunities they enjoy today. 
We need to share the stories of the strong 
women who have shaped our past and present 
so that young girls can learn the true mean-
ing of perseverance and courage. There are 
too many women whose achievements have 
gone unrecognized and too many women 
whose efforts have been underappreciated. 
With such a vibrant history, it is a shame 
that we have yet to formally establish a mu-
seum dedicated to honoring their accom-
plishments. However, we are making strides. 

This past December, my friend Rep. Mar-
sha Blackburn (R–Tenn.) sponsored legisla-
tion with Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D–N.Y.) to 
create a commission that would recommend 
site locations and funding for the NWHM. 
This bill would have no additional cost for 
taxpayers, as the commission would be en-
tirely paid for without federal funds. Infor-
mation gathered by the commission would 
then be relayed to both the president and 
Congress. This past December, Reps. Black-
burn and Maloney testified before the House 
Committee on Administration to relay the 
importance of establishing this commission. 
Joan Wages, president and CEO of the Na-
tional Women’s History Museum, an organi-
zation dedicated to establishment of the mu-
seum, also testified. Yet, nearly four months 
later, there has been no movement on this 
bill. With more than 82 bipartisan co-spon-
sors in the House, 19 in the Senate, and a 
plethora of national women’s groups sup-
porting the bill, there is no excuse for this 
inaction. 

As one of only 19 Republican women in the 
House of Representatives, I see firsthand 
how our underrepresentation can impact our 
future opportunities. But as we continue to 
increase our ranks, our daughters need an 

environment to learn about the conservative 
heroes who made this possible—women like 
Jeanette Rankin, Sandra Day O’Connor and 
Condoleezza Rice. These women have earned 
their place in history, and our girls should 
have every opportunity to study them and 
feel inspired by their contributions. 

If there were a museum that honored and 
proudly displayed our history, perhaps more 
women would be encouraged to run for polit-
ical office, to seek out top-tier leadership po-
sitions, or to launch a new business. By es-
tablishing the NWHM on the National Mall, 
the notion of conservative women holding of-
fice could become less of a rarity and more 
of the norm. 

As Republican women, we must continue 
to demonstrate that conservative prin-
ciples—like fiscal responsibility, individual 
liberty, and a strong defense—are values 
worth pursuing. We need to make women’s 
history a part of mainstream society. We 
need to have our story told, and we need to 
lead the way for other young conservative 
women. Let’s honor our mothers and daugh-
ters by providing them with a place to learn 
and feel inspired. Let’s establish the Na-
tional Women’s History Museum in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

[From CNN.com, Mar. 3, 2014] 
THE WOMEN YOU DON’T KNOW—YET 

(By Rep. Marsha Blackburn, Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney, Sen. Susan Collins and Sen. Bar-
bara Mikulski) 
(Editor’s note: Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R– 

Tennessee), Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D–New 
York), Sen. Susan Collins (R–Maine) and 
Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D–Maryland) are 
part of a bipartisan effort in Congress to es-
tablish the National Women’s History Mu-
seum in Washington. 

Did you know that the ‘‘frequency hop-
ping’’ technology that is vital to much of our 
military technology and helps keep your cell 
phone and your GPS devices secure was de-
veloped and patented by a famous movie 
star? 

Did you know that there was an amazing 
16-year-old patriot who outdid Paul Revere, 
riding 45 miles in the pouring rain to warn 
New York colonial militias that ‘‘the British 
are coming’’? 

Did you know that there was a secret 
agent, code named ‘‘355,’’ who worked for 
George Washington’s band of spies, the 
Culper Ring? The agent supplied key intel-
ligence on British activities during the Rev-
olutionary War, and she was so good at keep-
ing a secret that we still don’t know her real 
name. 

If you don’t know about all these people, 
it’s understandable. Their stories aren’t told 
widely or often—perhaps because they were 
all women. For some reason or other, when 
the story, of our country is told, women— 
really great women—have tended to be left 
out of the telling. 

You see the results everywhere you look: 
A survey of U.S. history textbooks found 

that only 10% of the individuals identified in 
the texts were women; 

Less than 8% of the 2,560 national historic 
landmarks chronicle the achievements of 
women; 

Of the 210 statues in the U.S. Capitol, only 
15 are of female leaders. 

That’s the bad news. The good news is that 
thanks to a strong bipartisan effort in Con-
gress, we may soon be one step closer to ad-
dressing this imbalance by establishing a Na-
tional Women’s History Museum in Wash-
ington. Together, we have introduced a com-
mon-sense bill to move this idea forward. 

We have more than 73 bipartisan co-spon-
sors in the House, 19 in the Senate and a na-
tional coalition of women’s groups behind us. 

We recognize money is tight—that’s why 
we’re not asking for taxpayer support. Pri-
vate donations would fund the museum’s 
construction and operation. 

A vital part of recognizing equal rights for 
women is acknowledging and commemo-
rating the deep and lasting contributions 
women have made throughout history. When 
young people visit our nation’s capital, they 
should have a chance to be just as inspired 
by women’s accomplishments as men’s. 

We establish and operate museums, not 
just as some kind of giant drawer in which to 
store our memorabilia but as way to cele-
brate our accomplishments, affirm our 
shared values and preserve the full and accu-
rate story of our common history. And un-
fortunately, only half of that story is pres-
ently being told. 

The stories of courageous and pioneering 
Americans such as abolitionist Harriet Tub-
man, astronaut Sally Ride, Supreme Court 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and the found-
er of the Girl Scouts, Juliette Gordon Low, 
will inform and inspire future generations. 

The remarkable women who helped to 
make this country what it is today deserve 
to have their histories told and preserved for 
the ages. Their stories of success are the sto-
ries that will inspire and encourage millions 
of women. Our daughters and our sons de-
serve the chance to learn the story—the full 
story—of how this amazing country came to 
be. 

And by the way, the movie star inventor? 
That was Hedy Lamarr. 

The 16 year-old who rode farther than Paul 
Revere was Sybil Ludington. 

And the spy, code named ‘‘355’’? Well, we 
still don’t know the name—but we know the 
patriot was a ‘‘she.’’ 

And just wait until you see all the other 
amazing women and American history you’ll 
learn about one day soon when the National 
Women’s History Museum opens. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tlelady from New York. 

I want to yield to the gentlelady 
from Wyoming for some other com-
ments on our conversation this 
evening. 

Mrs. LUMMIS. I thank the gentle-
lady from Tennessee and New York. 

The gentlelady from New York men-
tioned the name of a woman who, at 
The New York World, was a trailblazer 
for women journalists. Today, my 
daughter, a journalist, a graduate of 
Columbia’s Pulitzer School of Jour-
nalism, is a journalist at The New 
York World; and without that kind of 
leadership on the part of women, we 
wouldn’t have the opportunities for 
ourselves and our children to lead. 
That is why we need to memorialize 
what women have done, so women and 
young girls can envision themselves in 
these roles. 

I was recently in Moscow, and we 
toured the Museum of the Cosmonauts 
there, and the efforts the United States 
has currently with Russia, Russia now 
leading the international space station, 
so we can continue those efforts. We 
met with an American woman astro-
naut and a Russian male cosmonaut. 
We were led on this tour, and you could 
see the little kids flock to them as 
heros. Well, women and girls need role 
models. The women in this room are 
role models. 

All of us here this evening are at an 
age when we remember what it was 
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like not to have intermural women’s 
sports in high school, what it was like 
to have to wear skirts to high school 
and to junior high and grade school, 
not even having the opportunity to 
wear pants. I remember when I applied 
for my first job, I was told that we are 
not going to hire a woman to be an ag-
ricultural loan officer because men 
don’t like to ask women for money— 
and it was legal. It was legal for them 
to say that to me in a job interview, 
and they hired the man instead of me. 

Well, it just made me mad, and it 
made me determined. I know by look-
ing at the ages of my colleagues here 
this evening that you each had similar 
experiences somewhere in your careers. 
Our own daughters can’t even imagine 
being told that. This is recent history. 
These are the kinds of stories that we 
need to be able to share, what we even 
went through. 

It is a recent history, and it is a long- 
fought battle. That is why I am so 
proud, so proud, A, to serve with these 
wonderful women Members of Congress 
today who are leading this effort, so 
proud to be a woman Member of this 
institution, and, B, so proud that you 
are going to leave this legacy that will 
create and memorialize the history of 
women in the United States in order to 
provide an exemplary and visionary 
picture for our own daughters, grand-
daughters, and Americans long after 
we are gone. 

Thank you so much to the gentlelady 
from Tennessee, to the gentlelady from 
New York, to the wonderful woman 
from Ohio with whom I served on the 
House Appropriations Committee. You 
are fine leaders, exemplary women. I 
have great respect for the work you are 
doing this evening. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. How true it is 
that we have to take the time to pause 
and paint that vision for future genera-
tions so that they do know the trails 
that have been blazed and the road-
blocks that have been removed to 
make their way easier so that they are 
able to excel, to achieve, to have, and 
to do. Isn’t that what we would desire 
for them to be able to do, to dream big 
dreams and make those dreams come 
true and to have role models and exam-
ples who may have been through those 
same struggles and found a way to 
make it work? 

I yield to the gentlelady from Ohio. 
Ms. KAPTUR. I thank Congress-

woman BLACKBURN so much and Con-
gresswoman MALONEY. I share the same 
passion as Congresswoman LUMMIS. We 
want to just lift you and be a part of 
this team for H.R. 863. We hope that ev-
eryone listening this evening will co-
sponsor this important legislation. 

As I listened to you talk, I thought I 
would give some background, having 
lived through it here. You talk about 
museums, Congresswoman MALONEY, 
and you go around the Capitol itself, it 
is a museum, and you go: This doesn’t 
look like America. 

For three decades, we have been try-
ing to hang portraits of women who 

chaired committees in this institution, 
and it has been a herculean struggle. 
We finally rehung a portrait in the 
Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee for Mary Norton, who chaired 
that committee. She wrote some of the 
most important legislation in this 
country and was the first woman ever 
to chair that committee. They had her 
portrait in a closet—in a closet—just 
like these statues of suffragettes had 
to be brought up into the main Capitol. 
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When I first arrived in Congress, 

there were only the statues. There was 
the portrait of Pocahontas in the main 
room, and then the statue on the very 
top, Liberty, on the top of the Capitol. 
But as you looked at the other por-
traits, you never saw women. Well, 
Congressman Bob Ney of Ohio, who 
headed House Administration many 
years ago, heard our plea and he finally 
arranged to have Jeannette Rankin, a 
Republican and progressive from Mon-
tana, but it took us until the 21st cen-
tury to do it. She was actually elected 
before the 19th Amendment was passed 
to the Constitution. She came from 
Montana, and we didn’t even have her 
portrait in the Capitol hung. 

In addition, Shirley Chisholm of New 
York, she is now hung on the first 
floor. She was the first woman of color 
to run for President of the United 
States. 

The lack of their presence to me is 
just so blatant, and that is why I want 
to thank both of you marvelous, mar-
velous Members and women for seeing 
this gap in American history. 

Even the Women’s Room in the Cap-
itol is behind closed doors so the gen-
eral public doesn’t always see the 
women. It is very interesting. I think 
we are about to open another door and 
allow the fullness of American history 
to come forward. 

I would like to place in the RECORD 
the names of citizens from northern 
Ohio: 

Toledo’s Geraldine Macelwane, ap-
pointed the first woman on the Lucas 
County Common Pleas bench. She won 
election for four consecutive terms; 

Julia Bates, our current county pros-
ecutor in Lucas County, Ohio, and Ohio 
Supreme Court Justices Alice Robie 
Resnick and Maureen O’Connor, the 
only two women ever in American his-
tory to be elected to the supreme court 
of our State; 

In northern Ohio, we have sent many 
fine women. Obviously, Congress-
woman MARCIA FUDGE, who serves with 
us now, and Congresswoman Stephanie 
Tubbs Jones before her, the first two 
African American women ever elected 
to Congress from the State of Ohio, 
now joined by JOYCE BEATTY of Colum-
bus; Mary Rose Okar; and State legis-
lators Nina Turner, Capri Cafaro, Shir-
ley Smith, Nikki Antonio, Nan Baker, 
Sandra Williams, Barbara Boyd, The-
resa Fedor Edna Brown, Linda Furney 
and Marijean Valiquette, all women 
who were trailblazers on the political 
front. 

Toledo has had a woman mayor, 
Donna Owens. Tina Skeldon Wozniak is 
a Lucas county commissioner; and 
Anita Lopez, our county auditor. 

Sister Ann Francis Klimkowski was 
the founding president of Lourdes Uni-
versity, and all of the sisters, the 
Roman Catholic sisters—the Francis-
cans, the Sisters of Notre Dame, the 
Sisters of Mercy, the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph, and the Ursuline Sisters who 
served selflessly across this country in 
hospitals and schools and gave them-
selves to their communities almost un-
recognized. There was a traveling dis-
play of them that finally went around 
the country, and I hope that becomes a 
part of this museum. They gave their 
lives for us. 

All of those women helped build us 
and on whose shoulders we are stand-
ing, and, as with Congresswoman LUM-
MIS, I just wish to place in the Record— 
when I was young, I thought I would go 
to the Air Force Academy, and when I 
sent my letter in and was rejected be-
cause I was a woman, I didn’t really 
completely put it together in my mind. 
I just tried to do something else, and so 
I applied to Notre Dame University, 
and was rejected because I was a 
woman. They didn’t allow women to be 
students there in those days. And then 
finally to the FBI. I thought it would 
be great to work for my country. I 
would be a female Elliot Ness. And, of 
course, I was rejected because a 
woman. 

So another door always opened, but 
in the area in which I grew up, it 
wasn’t possible. 

Finally, let me say in memory of our 
mother, who was never able to obtain 
her degrees until after she retired. She 
had a very hard life, and received her 
high school degree after she went on 
Social Security. One of her very first 
jobs was working in a restaurant 
where, when the minimum wage went 
into effect her boss, who was an ani-
mal, basically cashed the check with 
the additional amount in it, and then 
he kept the difference. We didn’t have 
enforcement at the Department of 
Labor. So each of us have stories about 
what happened in our lives, and they 
deserve recording in a museum for the 
women of America. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tlelady for sharing those stories and 
her insight and what she has experi-
enced in her career and seeking to re-
move those barriers to overcome obsta-
cles and to make the way smoother for 
future generations. 

Indeed, as Congresswoman MALONEY 
and I move forward on H.R. 863, we do, 
as the gentlewoman from Ohio said, in-
vite and are hopeful that every Member 
of this body will join us in supporting 
this legislation and that they will pay 
attention to the hearing on March 25, 
and we commend Chairman HASTINGS 
and the House leadership for moving 
this bill forward, for making it a pri-
ority and saying, let’s have the hear-
ing, let’s move the bill forward to 
markup, let’s support women who are 
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willing to give of their time, their tal-
ent and efforts, raise all the money for 
the museum, for the exhibits, for the 
upkeep, for the endowment, and to 
make what has been a dream for dec-
ades, make it a reality in this great 
Nation. 

I thank my colleagues for joining us 
tonight, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

REDUCING REGULATORY BURDEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LANKFORD) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, it is 
amazing when we get a chance to be 
able to talk about something simple: 
Can a company run its own business? 
That seems like a very straightforward 
statement. Of course a company can 
run its own business. But it is fas-
cinating to me when we begin to go 
down the process of how many regula-
tions and how many things a company 
has to do to fulfill Federal mandates, 
and it begs one simple question: Is 
Washington the boss of every company 
in America? Is Washington the boss of 
every family in America? Quite frank-
ly, is Washington the boss of every em-
ployee in America? We don’t work for 
ourselves anymore unless we are given 
permission by the Federal Government. 

Now lest someone think I may be 
carrying this overboard, tonight we 
want to have a little conversation on 
what is happening in our Nation right 
now, when we have a Nation that is so 
focused on how we can wrap around 
every business to decide what is best 
for the employees, what is best for the 
employer, and what is best for every-
one around them. 

There are several Members here as 
well, and I want to yield to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN), 
who has been an amazing Member of 
this House of Representatives in the 
work he has done, and he comes with 
this small business perspective. He 
knows how to grow a business. He grew 
a small business to a very large busi-
ness that was very significant, even 
through all of the regulatory process. 

I yield to the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN). 

Mr. MULLIN. I thank Mr. JAMES 
LANKFORD from Oklahoma. What a 
wonderful colleague you are. You are 
absolutely correct, and the only reason 
I stand in front of you today is truly 
the biggest threat I had as a business 
owner, from a gentleman who literally 
had the opportunity to have a very 
small company and see how the Lord 
can bless it and take it until now we 
employ over 120 people across the State 
of Oklahoma, when I woke up one day 
and realized that the biggest threat I 
have to my company is the Federal 
Government, that is a sad reality. 

You are absolutely correct. It is ri-
diculous to sit and think we have to 
ask Washington, D.C., for permission 

to be able to hire. They literally regu-
late who we can hire and how we can 
fire them. We don’t ever want to fire an 
employee, but the truth is sometimes 
you have to move on. The relationship 
doesn’t work, and yet you are told how 
you have to do that. 

As a business owner, we want to hire 
the best people and keep the best peo-
ple. That is how we grow the company. 
But at the end of day when we have to 
constantly ask permission how we do 
our job, can we do our job this way, are 
we allowed to grow the company, are 
we allowed to complete it, what agen-
cies do we have to go through just to 
get a permit to do something that 
needs to be accomplished, it gets out of 
hand. We woke up one day and we real-
ized we were spending 40 cents out of 
every dollar that comes into our com-
pany to simply comply with a mandate 
or a regulation coming down from the 
government. Forty cents out of every 
dollar. 

I was questioned one time on an 
interview. They said, How is that pos-
sible? Aren’t you including taxes? 

I said: No, this doesn’t include taxes. 
The person said I don’t believe what 

you are saying, and I challenge you. 
I told them, just walk the halls with 

me in my office, and you will go past a 
compliance office, you will go past a 
payroll department, which is strongly 
regulated. You will go by an H.R. de-
partment that is strongly regulated, 
and so on and so on. I said you will be 
shocked how much we spend on payroll 
just to meet those certain mandates 
and those regulations. 

It is literally laughable when you 
have people up here in Washington, 
D.C., get up and say they got a job 
package. If they were really that good 
at creating jobs, why didn’t they do it 
before they got here? The truth is they 
don’t know because if they did, the 
only thing they would have to do is 
start reining in the regulations. At the 
end of the day, is America the land of 
opportunity because right now if Wash-
ington, D.C., if the Federal Govern-
ment continues to overregulate, the 
opportunities and the entrepreneurial 
spirit that exists in America is no 
longer going to exist. 

I would like to thank the gentleman 
for bringing this to our attention and 
taking the time and your time to say 
hey, enough is enough. 

Mr. LANKFORD. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

As the husband of an amazing lady 
and a dad of two amazing two young 
daughters, I enjoyed the previous Spe-
cial Order that happened here about 
Women’s History Month. I, as a dad, 
want to see my daughters be able to 
succeed and have every single oppor-
tunity of every single other American, 
and so I would like to yield to my col-
league from New York so she is able to 
enter some things into the RECORD. 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. I thank the gentleman for his 
beautiful words. Certainly the museum 
will not be achieved without like-mind-
ed men who support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to include for the RECORD an op-ed 
that MARSHA BLACKBURN and I wrote 
called ‘‘The Women You Don’t Know 
Yet,’’ and a beautiful, beautiful op-ed 
written by RENEE ELLMERS rep-
resenting the great State of North 
Carolina called ‘‘A National Museum 
For Women’s History.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LANKFORD. I want to continue 

on this ongoing conversation. How do 
decisions get made in America? 

It is the assumption again that if you 
are a landowner or a farmer and ranch-
er, you look around your farm and you 
look for what is best for your land and 
for your family, as well as for the fami-
lies around you. No one takes better 
care of the land than farmers and 
ranchers all across America. 

But it is interesting, as you go across 
western Oklahoma, you will drive for 
miles and you will see barbwire fences. 
At the bottom of it, they will have a 
small, little ribbon all the way across 
it. People from outside the State might 
wonder what that is, but landowners 
know what it is. That is the Fish and 
Wildlife Service has stepped onto their 
private property and said that if you 
are going to have a fence there in that 
spot, you have to mark the bottom 
wire in case a lesser prairie chicken 
were to be in your area. 

So hundreds of miles of fences have 
now been marked. People have been 
hired or families have spent their pre-
cious time, instead of farming or 
ranching, instead tagging barbwire in 
case there is a lesser prairie chicken 
somewhere in the area, which I remind 
you, is not an endangered species. It is 
a species that is being discussed to pos-
sibly be threatened at some future 
point, but it is not listed as threatened. 
It is not listed as endangered. But mil-
lions of dollars have been spent on 
things like tagging barbwire fences and 
limiting roads. 
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Now, landowners have to go to the 
Fish and Wildlife Service and ask per-
mission for how many head of cattle 
that they can have in a certain area, in 
case a lesser prairie chicken happens to 
be in the area. 

It is an interesting day that we have 
in America, that whether you are farm-
ing, ranching, running a plumbing 
company, or whether you are a con-
tractor, it seems that Washington is 
the boss of us, and we make decisions 
based on that. 

I would like to be able to welcome in 
a colleague of mine from my same 
class, who has been a leader not only in 
his State legislature, but is now a lead-
er here in this legislature, Mr. ALAN 
NUNNELEE. I would like to be able to 
invite him to be able to come and con-
tinue on this conversation. 

Mr. NUNNELEE. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my friend from Oklahoma for 
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