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We need to do more on Ukraine—there
is no question about that—and I look
forward to working with him and all
Senators to do that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the request?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The motion to proceed is withdrawn.

————

PROVIDING FOR THE COSTS OF
LOAN GUARANTEES FOR UKRAINE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report H.R. 4152.
The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4152) to provide for the costs of
loan guarantees for Ukraine.

AMENDMENT NO. 2867
(Purpose: To provide a complete substitute)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the substitute amend-
ment.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID], for

Mr. MENENDEZ, for himself and Mr. CORKER,
proposes an amendment numbered 2867.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

Mr. REID. Madam President, is there
more that the Chair needs to do?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is
not on that matter.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, March 26, 2014, the Senate
proceed to executive session, and that
notwithstanding rule XXII, the Senate
proceed to vote on cloture on Execu-
tive Calendar Nos. 581, 582, 583, and 584;
further, that if cloture is invoked on
any of these nominations, the time
until 2:30 p.m. be equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees and that at 2:30 p.m. all
postcloture time be expired and the
Senate proceed to vote on confirmation
of the nominations in the order upon
which cloture was invoked; further,
that following Senate action on these
nominations, the Senate proceed to
vote on confirmation of Calendar No.
694; further, that there be 2 minutes for
debate prior to each vote and all roll-
call votes after the first vote in each
sequence be 10 minutes in length; fur-
ther, that following the disposition of
Calendar No. 694, the Senate resume
legislative session; further, that upon
disposition of the listed nominations,
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table and
President Obama be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
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PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014—MOTION
TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now
move to proceed to Calendar No. 333,
H.R. 3979.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 333,
H.R. 3979, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency
services volunteers are not taken into ac-
count as employees under the shared respon-
sibility requirements contained in the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I am now here for the 62nd week-
ly effort to have my colleagues wake
up to the threats of climate change.
Congress continues to remain sound
asleep, I suspect anesthetized by the
narcotic drip of polluter money into
our veins. But the signs of change
around us continue.

These are the Mau Loa monthly car-
bon dioxide concentrations. We have
just passed, again, 400 parts per million
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
This is the second year in a row this
has happened. This year it happened 2
months earlier than last year. So why
does it matter that we are at 400 parts
per million? What does that mean to
anybody?

We have actually gone back and
measured where the carbon concentra-
tion in the atmosphere has been going
way back. We can measure back in an-
cient ice so we know that for at least
800,000 years, our carbon concentration
is between 170 and 300 parts per mil-
lion. That is a long run for a species
that has only been homo sapien for
about 250,000 years. That has been a
long and hospitable window, during
which our species has developed from
very primitive hunter-gatherers into
the complex people that we are now.

So when you take something like
that, the carbon concentration, and
you bust out of a range that has shel-
tered us for 800,000 years, that is not
nothing. It is particularly not nothing
when you know that carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere raises the temperature
of the Earth. We have known that since
Abraham Lincoln was President. This
is not something that is debatable.
This is not new news. This is estab-
lished science for 150-plus years.

We also know—because you can rep-
licate it in the laboratory—that when
you put higher concentrations of car-
bon in the air over seawater, it acidi-
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fies the seawater. If you doubt any of
that, you can go out and measure that
it is actually happening—the known
provable theories, the known prin-
ciples, I should say. In fact, laws of
science are actually manifest in sea
level rise from the warming oceans, in
warming ocean temperatures, in in-
creased acidification. These are meas-
urements.

As this continues, we continue to do
nothing about it, but we let the big
polluters continue to spew carbon pol-
lution into our atmosphere. Some of us
in Congress are tired of waiting for
folks to wake up. This month 31 Sen-
ators from every part of the country
held the Senate floor through the night
to sharpen this Chamber’s focus on the
threats of climate change. I thank Sen-
ator SCHATZ of Hawaii for leading us
through this wake-up call, and to Sen-
ator BOXER for her leadership of the
Senate Climate Action Task Force, and
to the Presiding Officer, the senior
Senator from Massachusetts, for her
enthusiastic participation and support
in that effort.

The American people tuned in,
tweeting over 54,000 times at the
hashtag up4climate in the 24-hour pe-
riod of this effort. Also, Americans
added more than 200,000 signatures to
online petitions urging Congress to get
with it and do something about this
climate problem. The public knows it
is a problem and has been pushing us to
act now for years.

I have heard it from Rhode Island
fishermen who now have to chase their
catch further offshore into cooler
waters because our coastal waters have
warmed. The Presiding Officer has
heard it from her Massachusetts fisher-
men as well. I have heard it from
homeowners in South Kingston, RI,
whose houses are falling into the ocean
as the sea level rises and they encroach
further inland into what had for gen-
erations been family homes.

Rhode Island does its part to try to
address climate change. We are partici-
pating in the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative, and we are everywhere
readying our coastlines for worse
storms and higher seas. But the Ocean
State cannot do this alone. The health,
the safety, the prosperity of the people
I represent in Rhode Island’s commu-
nities depend on national action. We
need a national groundswell of citizens
and elected officials from every State.

So last week I went to Iowa to share
with that State Rhode Island’s climate
change stories and to listen to Iowans
tell me their climate change stories
and how it is affecting their commu-
nities. I was invited to Iowa by Senator
Rob Hogg, who is a passionate defender
of the Iowan environment and way of
life and a very knowledgeable expert
on climate change.

I want to thank him and I also want
to thank the Iowa legislature, particu-
larly house minority leader Mark
Smith and senate majority leader Mi-
chael Gronstal for their warm wel-
come. I also want to thank my col-
league Senator HARKIN and his staff for
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