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job-centered policies, amendments that
deserve not just a vote but bipartisan
support. For example, an amendment
from the junior Senator from South
Carolina would eliminate ObamaCare’s
30-hour workweek rule, which is hurt-
ing Americans’ take-home pay in our
already depressed economy.

One of our Members from Utah is
putting forward an amendment to re-
peal ObamaCare’s job-destroying med-
ical device tax. A good number of
Democratic Senators have joined us in
the past to get rid of this job Kkiller,
and they deserve the opportunity to
help us eliminate it once and for all.

The senior Senator from North Da-
kota has an amendment that would
speed approval of the Keystone Pipe-
line. This is a project that would create
thousands of jobs right away, and it is
just a no-brainer. Senate Democrats
need to join Democrats across the
country who have already endorsed
this commonsense initiative and help
us pass it.

I personally plan to file an amend-
ment that would give Congress the
ability to stop EPA’s back-door na-
tional energy tax and would also keep
unelected bureaucrats from blocking
desperately needed jobs in Kentucky by
sitting on surface mining permitting.
Remember, this administration’s anti-
Kentucky policies have helped bring
about a depression—that is a depres-
sion with a capital D—in many Ken-
tucky coal counties. It is about time
they started having a little compassion
for the coal families who just want to
put food on the table, and that is ex-
actly what my amendment aims to do.

So these are just a few of the many
proposals Republican Senators will be
putting forward this week. They rep-
resent the kind of solutions our coun-
try needs right now to finally emerge
from this awful economy—real solu-
tions that focus on creating well-pay-
ing jobs, increasing take-home pay,
training a world-class workforce, and
breaking a seemingly endless cycle of
chronic high unemployment.

As I have indicated, we have tried the
Washington Democratic approach for
years now. We know that it just hasn’t
worked. We know their new agenda
isn’t serious, that it is nothing more
than an ObamaCare distraction strat-
egy. We know this because Democrats
actually told us it was created by their
campaign committee, that it was de-
signed to appeal to their base.

So if the Democratic majority is fi-
nally ready to get down to business and
create jobs, this is a moment to prove
it. This is the moment to drop the end-
less campaigning. This is the moment
to work with us to actually create jobs
and help the middle class, and this is
the moment for legislation that would
do just that.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.
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MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod of morning business for one hour.
Senators are permitted to speak there-
in for up to 10 minutes each, with the
time equally divided between the two
leaders or their designees, and the ma-
jority controlling the first half of the
time.

The Senator from Illinois.

FILING DEADLINE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the filing deadline
for first degree amendments to H.R.
3979, which is the legislative vehicle for
the unemployment insurance exten-
sion, be at 2:30 p.m. today, April 1.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. DURBIN. I listened carefully to
the statement just made by the Repub-
lican leader, Senator MCCONNELL of
Kentucky, in which he promised con-
crete ideas, real hope, change, job-re-
lated approaches, free enterprise—giv-
ing free enterprise a chance, trying to
deal with putting America back to
work. Then he gave us three examples.

I might say to the Senator that I am
familiar with all three because none of
these are new. We have heard them
over and over from the Republican side
of the aisle. I will not go through each
one of them. A couple of them relate to
the Affordable Care Act. It is inter-
esting to me that the House of Rep-
resentatives has voted—I believe 45
times—to repeal the Affordable Care
Act. The Senator from Kentucky said
we have to get back to free enterprise
ideas.

Let me tell you about the free enter-
prise idea when it came to health care.
Before the passage of the Affordable
Care Act, the free enterprise idea was
this: If you and your family were un-
fortunate enough to have a sick baby,
if your wife was a cancer survivor, if
your child had diabetes, the free enter-
prise answer was: We will raise the cost
of health insurance to the point that
you cannot afford it or we won’t even
offer it. That was the free enterprise
idea on health insurance for millions of
American families.

There was another free enterprise
idea out there in health care as well. It
said: We are going to sell you health
insurance policies that just protect you
up to a certain amount of money. If to-
morrow you are in a terrible auto acci-
dent, if the day after tomorrow you are
diagnosed with cancer and face mil-
lions of dollars of radiation, surgery,
and care before you can get your life
back together again, be my guest to
pay for it yourselves. That is why med-
ical bills are the number one driver of
bankruptcy in America today. That is
free enterprise at work. But we said,
let’s put some sensible rules for the
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road in here, so that families who buy
health insurance have the promise that
they will have peace of mind when they
face these life threatening struggles
which families face every day.

So we passed the Affordable Care Act
and not a single Republican—not one—
not a single Republican would join us
in that effort. We rejected the free en-
terprise approach to health care and
said let’s have something that basi-
cally respects families, basically re-
spects the needs we all have to have
protection when somebody in the house
is sick. Not a single Republican would
support us, and they never have since.

The bill we passed isn’t perfect.
Changes will have to be made. I have
said that from the start, although I
supported it. But not a single Repub-
lican has been willing to sit down and
work on bipartisan compromises and
changes—not one. It is take it or leave
it, and they want to walk away from it.

We are not going back to those old
days. I can guarantee them that the
American people will never return to
their idea of health insurance because
it was fundamentally unfair, it was too
expensive, and a lot of Americans
didn’t have a fighting chance to ever
have health insurance once in their
lives. Things have changed. The reports
are in, and the reports are telling us
that dramatic things are occurring. As
the Affordable Care Act’s initial enroll-
ment period closes, at least 9.5 million
previously uninsured people have
gained coverage. Some have done so
through the marketplaces created by
law, some through private insurance,
others through an expanded Medicaid.
Incidentally, Medicaid has been ex-
panded in about half of the States.

Listen to this: The increased cov-
erage from the Affordable Care Act so
far amounts to substantial progress to-
ward one of the law’s principal goals. It
is the most significant expansion of
health care coverage since the creation
of Medicare and Medicaid 49 years ago.

The Republicans want to return to
the ‘‘good old days,” and they want to
tell these people being uninsured is
really better for you. It is the free en-
terprise system.

That is not good enough, I say to my
friends on the other side of the aisle.
What we have here is an opportunity
for families for the first time in their
lives to have health insurance cov-
erage.

Has there ever been a moment in
your life where you had a sick baby
and you were in the hospital waiting
room and you had no health insurance?
I have. It happened when I was in law
school. I remember it to this day, sit-
ting there with my wife and baby with
a number in my hand waiting to see
who would walk through that door and
be the doctor for my baby. You will
never forget that as long as you live.
That shouldn’t happen to anybody. Ev-
eryone should have the peace of mind
of health insurance coverage, and that
is what this bill does. If the Senators
on the other side want to return to the
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