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deliver exemplary sexual health education with
an emphasis on HIV and STD prevention. Fur-
thermore, adolescent access to key sexual
health services has increased along with the
establishment of a safe and supportive envi-
ronment for both students and staff.

Moreover, the Teen Pregnancy Prevention
Initiative, an initiative that SIECUS also seeks
to strengthen and support, has greatly im-
pacted the Alameda County Public Health De-
partment. Currently, Alameda County provides
evidence-based HIV, STD, and teen preg-
nancy prevention to more than 1,500 young
people in eighteen OUSD Middle Schools.

Therefore, on behalf of California’s 13th
Congressional District, | want to extend my
congratulations to SIECUS on this important
milestone. | wish them continued success in
advancing comprehensive sexual education
and the health of all people.

——————
IN CELEBRATION OF AMOS
CHARLES HASTON’S 100TH
BIRTHDAY
HON. AL GREEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to acknowledge the 100th birthday
of a respected educator and community lead-
er, Amos Charles Haston. Born in Denison,
Texas on this day in 1914 to Tilmon and Mary
Haston, Mr. Haston rose from humble begin-
nings to become a respected leader.

Tragedy struck early in Mr. Haston’s life
when his father was murdered in his presence
in 1919. He and his mother subsequently
moved to Wewoka, Oklahoma. He excelled in
school, graduating as the salutatorian of his
high school and achieving the status of all-
state half-back for his football team. Mr.
Haston worked, played varsity football, and
sang on the college’s travelling a capella choir
while putting himself through college at
Langston University. In 1934, he became a
member of his beloved Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, Inc. at Langston. In 1937, Mr. Haston
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Science and Mathematics. He later at-
tended the University of Colorado for post-
graduate work; Texas Southern University,
where he received his Masters of Education in
Secondary Administration degree; and the
University of Oklahoma, where he did course
work toward a doctorate.

In 1937, Mr. Haston took his first job out of
college as a teacher in a one-room school-
house, simultaneously teaching grades 1-8.
He eventually resigned and moved to Hugo,
Oklahoma to accept a position as a math
teacher, as well as the head football and bas-
ketball coach. During the summers, Mr.
Haston worked as a porter for the railroad,
traveling from Portland, Oregon to Seattle,
Washington to earn extra income. He met his
wife of 73 years, the former Doris E. Sampson
in Hugo. They married Christmas day in 1941
and remain married to this day.

In August 1942, Mr. Haston was called to
the service of his country for a period of 46
months, 27 months of which were served in
combat in the Pacific Theater of World War II.
Though his service began as a Buck Private
in the Army, he was separated from the serv-
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ice as a Second Lieutenant in the Corps of
Engineers. Mr. Haston’s wife looked after his
mother who became ill during his absence in
the war.

In September 1946, Mr. Haston was hired
as a teacher in Ardmore, Oklahoma, where he
also served as the assistant coach of the foot-
ball and basketball teams. In February 1952,
Mr. Haston and his wife had their son William,
who presently serves as Counsel in the Legal
Division of the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration in Washington, D.C.

In 1954, Mr. Haston accepted a job as Prin-
cipal of Lincoln High School in Nowata, Okla-
homa. He resigned in 1958 to establish a
home in Houston, Texas in an effort to provide
better opportunities for his son. In Houston, he
worked for the Houston Independent School
District as a math teacher at Kashmere Gar-
dens Jr./Sr. High School. Mr. Haston would go
on to teach biology, chemistry, and physics.
He also obtained the distinction of F.O.A.
Science Specialist and was later promoted to
Assistant Principal.

In 1961, Mr. Haston and his family joined
St. James Episcopal Church, where he served
as a member of the Vestry, Sunday School
Superintendent, Junior Warden, Senior War-
den, and member of the Brothers of St. An-
drew.

Mr. Haston is a proud member of Kiwanis
International and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. He was the inspiration for Dr. Ronald
Peters to work to establish Alpha’s Brother’s
Keeper Program. On July 23, 2010, at Alpha’s
90th General Convention, the Brother's Keep-
er Program became international and was re-
named the “A. Charles Haston Brother's
Keeper Program.” Mr. Haston is also the only
member of Alpha Phi Alpha to maintain a
membership for 80 years.

When recently asked what the most signifi-
cant event that had occurred in his life, he
unhesitatingly said, “The election of a Black
man, Barack Hussein Obama, Il, as the Presi-
dent of the United States.”

Mr. Speaker, in closing, Amos Charles
Haston, is a dedicated and loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grandfather, educator,
veteran, and servant of all mankind. He is an
exemplar for all those who aspire to selflessly
serve others.

————

HARRISBURG REGIONAL CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the Harrisburg Regional Chamber of Com-
merce in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, which is
celebrating its 100th anniversary on April 16,
2014.

Founded in the late 1800s, the Chamber
was originally known as the Harrisburg Board
of Trade. In 1913, it was agreed that the orga-
nization should be incorporated as a Chamber
of Commerce, and in 1914, it was officially
given this designation. Although the name has
changed, Harrisburg Regional Chamber of
Commerce has stayed true to its mission, act-
ing as a catalyst for policy change, job cre-
ation, and business growth throughout Cum-
berland, Dauphin, and Perry counties. The
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Chamber continues to serve as an important
asset in Southeastern Pennsylvania, spurring
economic development throughout the com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, for 100 years the Harrisburg
Regional Chamber of Commerce has served
as a catalyst for economic growth in Harris-
burg, PA. Therefore, | commend all those who
have served to improve their community as
part of this important organization.

———

COMMENDING CHILDREN’S
MEDICAL CENTER OF DALLAS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to commend Chil-
dren’s Medical Center of Dallas, the recipient
of the prestigious HIMSS Davies Enterprise
Award of Excellence. Children’s leadership in
the use of health information technology pro-
vides superior patient care.

As the first nurse elected to Congress, | rec-
ognize that the implementation of an electronic
health record (EHR) and the use of EHR tech-
nology is crucial in our medical community.
Since 1994, the Nicholas E. Davies award of
Excellence has recognized superior implemen-
tation and use of health information tech-
nology for healthcare organizations, private
practices, public health entities, and commu-
nity health organizations.

This is the second year in a row that Chil-
dren’s has been the recipient of the HIMSS
Davies Enterprise Award and Children’s was
the first hospital to achieve HIMSS Electronic
Medical Record Adoption Stage 7. Children’s
has also received two HITRUST certifications
and was named Most Wired by Hospitals and
Health Networks eight times.

Children’s is able to use EHR technology to
support quality focused care delivery where
staff works in a team-based setting to bring
high quality, measurably better care for their
young patients. Children’s has seen reductions
in median length of stay decline from 2.4 days
to 1.95 days. Chest x-rays have decreased
from 59 percent to 39 percent.

Children’s uniquely uses the capabilities of
its EHR to help patients and families play a
larger role in their own care. This increases
patient and family satisfaction. Children’s lead-
ership in the health information technology
space not only moves us forward but it also
improves patient care and quality of life for
these young patients.

| am proud to have Children’s Medical Cen-
ter in my district and | will continue to advo-
cate advancing health information technology
nationwide.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall No. 178 & 179—I missed votes due to
weather delay at airport. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea.”
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CORAM FIRE DEPARTMENT’S 85TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the members and leaders
of the Coram Fire Department on the depart-
ment’s 85th anniversary.

The Coram Fire Department exemplifies
bravery, selflessness, and a strong sense of
community. For 85 years, its members have
been willing to leave their homes and their
families at any hour of the day or night, run-
ning toward danger to save their neighbors.

The department has grown with the commu-
nity, expanding its services and its facilities to
ensure the safety of Coram residents. It has
opened its fire house to more than just fire-or
department-related activities. Two civic groups
meet regularly at the auxiliary fire house. And
any time my office is in need of a meeting
space, whether to honor our nation’s veterans,
to bring in banks to help homeowners with
mortgage issues, or to celebrate our military
academy nominees, the Coram Fire Depart-
ment has welcomed us and provided the
space with support for our events.

The Coram Fire Department is also
proactive in its advocacy for the fire and emer-
gency services. Whenever there is something
that can be done to make the jobs of volun-
teer emergency service personnel easier, or
the need to call our attention to something
they feel makes it harder, the membership
works hard to find ways to resolve the issue.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all of the resi-
dents of the First Congressional District, and
in particular the residents of Coram, | offer my
thanks and best wishes to the Coram Fire De-
partment. Here’s to 85 more years of dedi-
cated service to the community.

COMMENDING SUMMER BROWN ON
EARNING THE GIRL SCOUT SIL-
VER AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Summer Brown on earning the
Girl Scout Silver Award, the highest achieve-
ment a Cadette can earn. Summer, a student
at First Colony Middle School in Sugar Land,
achieved this honor through her accomplish-
ments in leadership, advocacy, and dedication
to improving her community.

Summer completed her Girl Scout Silver
Award project by coordinating and leading a
“Healthy Eating and Energy” workshop for el-
ementary students. She led a team of volun-
teers to teach students how to lead a healthy
lifestyle. This included helping students learn
how to read and understand nutrition labels on
food packages. Summer also conducted a
fruits and vegetable taste test to help the stu-
dents discover and experience healthy foods.
Every parent knows that in itself is an accom-
plishment.

On behalf of all of the residents of the
Twenty-Second Congressional District  of
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Texas, I'm pleased to recognize Summer's
Girl Scout accomplishment and her contribu-
tions to help make her community a healthier
place. We are all proud of Summer Brown.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR BENNY TATE
HON. PAUL C. BROUN

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Pastor Benny Tate, the Senior
Pastor of Rock Springs Church in Milner,
Georgia, for over 25 years.

When Dr. Benny Tate first arrived in Milner,
Georgia, Rock Springs Church had just 60
members in its congregation. Today, that num-
ber has grown to more than 6,000.

Under the leadership of Pastor Tate, several
ministries were formed at Rock Springs
Church in order to meet the needs of the com-
munity, including:

The Rock Springs Medical Clinic to care for
those who cannot afford medical insurance,
the Potter’'s House, which ministers to women
battling drug and alcohol abuse, Rock Springs
Christian Academy, offering quality education
to children K through 12, and the Impact
Street Ministries, which helps the homeless by
serving meals and providing clothing to those
in need.

Psalm 68:5 says, “A father to the fatherless,
a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwell-
ing.” Or James 1:27 says, “Religion that God
our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being pol-
luted by the world.”

Dr. Tate’s work is a shining example of what
scripture tells us the role of the church should
be—to care for the poor, the fatherless, and
widows.

Today, Pastor Tate and his wife of more
than thirty years, Barbara, reside in Giriffin
Georgia, and are parents to their daughter,
Savannah Abigail.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Pastor Benny Tate for his 25
years of outstanding leadership and service to
his community at Rock Springs Church. | wish
him many blessed years ahead as he con-
tinues to lead, serve, and further the gospel at
his full service church.

DONNA PALERMO
HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Donna E. Palermo on her retirement from the
Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce after
26 years of exceptional service.

Ms. Palermo began working for the Cham-
ber as an executive secretary in 1988 and
continued to move through the ranks of the or-
ganization, serving as an administrative assist-
ant, vice president, and interim president. In
May 2001, she became the first woman in the
Chamber’s 120-year history to serve as presi-
dent, a position she held for 13 years.

Beyond her work with the Chamber, Ms. Pa-
lermo is an active member of the Hazleton
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community, serving in numerous leadership
roles including President of the Northeastern
Chamber of Commerce Services Organization,
Chair of the Luzerne County Convention &
Visitors Bureau, and Chair of the Greater Ha-
zleton Area Civic Partnership. She is also a
member of the Greater Hazleton Health Alli-
ance (now Lehigh Valley Hospital-Hazleton),
Leadership Hazleton, Lackawanna/Luzerne
County Metropolitan Planning Organization,
and CAN BE.

In addition to her involvement with many of
the areas organizations and charities, she has
undertaken several special projects, including
an effort to bring back a health insurance pro-
gram for the Chamber. As a result of her col-
laborative efforts, this health insurance pro-
gram has grown beyond the Greater Hazleton
Chamber to 17 additional Northeast Pennsyl-
vania Chambers of Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, having had the pleasure to
work with Ms. Palermo on many projects cen-
tered on community service and economic de-
velopment, | can attest to her integrity and
strong sense of community pride. Therefore, |
commend Donna E. Palermo for her years of
committed service to her community and the
Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce, and
| wish her continued success in the future.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. NATHAN
GIBBS-BOWLING ON HIS MILKEN
EDUCATOR AWARD

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and honor Mr. Nathan Gibbs-
Bowling, a teacher from my district who has
achieved recognition for being one of the na-
tion’s top educators. Mr. Gibbs-Bowling of Lin-
coln High School in Tacoma recently received
the highly prestigious Milken Educator Award,
which is given by the Milken Family Founda-
tion to recognize excellence in teaching. Mr.
Gibbs-Bowling, winner of the $25,000 prize,
was the only recipient this year from Wash-
ington State and one of only 35 educators
honored nationwide.

Mr. Gibbs-Bowling teaches Advanced Place-
ment Government and Advanced Placement
Human Geography, as well as a senior sem-
inar on applying for college and obtaining
scholarships. He is an engaging teacher who
sets high standards for his students while in-
spiring them with a creative classroom experi-
ence. He is known to have his classrooms de-
bate Supreme Court cases and hold mock
Congresses. As his students and colleagues
will tell you, Mr. Gibbs-Bowling aims to instill
intellectual curiosity and a mindset of life-long
learning in all of his students.

Mr. Gibbs-Bowling grew up in Tacoma. After
graduating from Foss High School in 1997, he
earned an associate’s degree from Pierce Col-
lege, as well as a bachelor's and master’s de-
gree from Evergreen State College. Now, as a
dedicated teacher, he is giving back to his
community.

In addition to helping co-develop the cur-
riculum on Tacoma history and the Wash-
ington State history curriculum he wrote from
primary source materials, Mr. Gibbs-Bowling is
the first teacher at his school to teach Ad-
vancement Via Individual Determination
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