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Of course, none of this has stopped
the President from trying to get his
way anyway. That is why we have seen
this administration’s attempt to do an
end run around the legislative process
to try to impose a similar agenda
through executive fiat.

It needs to be stopped. The Presi-
dent’s regulations are hurting people,
often people who are already struggling
and vulnerable—the very people the
President claims he wants to help.

Our constituents are being hurt be-
cause of a cynical political agenda, be-
cause of a war on coal and other
sources off American energy that the
far left like and the Democratic Party
is simply demanding.

The middle class doesn’t even have a
meaningful say in this discussion be-
cause the President has decided the
Congress the people elect doesn’t really
matter anymore. Republicans are try-
ing to change that this week.

We have asked the majority leader to
allow votes on energy amendments
that would let our constituents have a
say for once. My constituents in Ken-
tucky should be able to weigh in on an
EPA rule that would negatively impact
existing and future coal plants. Ken-
tuckians deserve a real say on ongoing
regulatory efforts to tie up mining per-
mits and the red tape that is stifling
the creation of good jobs in coal coun-
try.

Our constituents should finally be
truly heard on the Keystone Pipeline
they overwhelmingly support. The
American people deserve a real debate
on how we can best tap our own ex-
traordinary natural resources to
achieve energy independence at home
and how we can help our allies overseas
through increased exports of American
energy.

These are the proposals we should be
voting on this very week, proposals
that can help our economy, boost the
middle class and jobs while strength-
ening our national security and less-
ening our dependence on foreign
sources of energy.

But we can’t move forward if the
Democrats who run the Senate keep
trying to protect the President at the
expense of serving their constituents.
We know they are getting pressure
from the White House to shut down a
real debate on energy. One of the Presi-
dent’s aides yesterday made it clear
that it will be leaning on Democratic
Senators to ‘‘get the right outcome.”

In other words, this is to do the
White House’s political bidding and to
once again ensure that struggling mid-
dle-class Americans get the short end
of the stick from the Democrats here
in Washington.

The American middle class is hurt-
ing, absolutely hurting. By a 2 to 1
margin Americans say the country’s
economic conditions are poor. Only
about one-quarter say there are enough
jobs available where they live, and
they have been suffering from years of
spiking electricity prices that would
only get worse if the President’s agen-
da were fully realized.
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These are the people who deserve our
attention. They are the ones who are
struggling, not the far left, not the ac-
tivists who yell the loudest and appear
to care the least about who their ideas
actually hurt, and not the President’s
political fixtures in the White House.
These are not the people on whom we
should be focusing.

It is time—way past time—to start
paying attention to the people who ac-
tually sent us to the Senate. They de-
serve a robust debate about how to de-
velop policies that can actually lead to
lower utility bills that can put coal
families back to work, that can help
create well-paying jobs, that can help
increase energy security, and that can
help prevent energy from being used as
a tool of war and oppression by global
adversaries.

That is why we were sent to the Sen-
ate to debate these kinds of things.

If Democrats have good ideas on en-
ergy too, this is the time to share
theirs.

What is wrong with having amend-
ments from both sides on this bill. We
want to hear everybody’s serious ideas.

The American people have waited 7
long years, as I said earlier, for a seri-
ous energy debate in the Democratic-
run Senate—7 years. It is about time
they got it, and this is the perfect week
to do it.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. To belittle the President
of the United States for wanting to
talk about climate change is pretty ob-
viously wrong. One can mischaracter-
ize all they want the fact that Presi-
dent Obama recognizes climate is
changing worldwide, but it is truly a
mischaracterization if anyone thinks
this is not something that is serious.

It always appears when we get into a
serious debate about a subject, whether
it is energy efficiency or climate
change, the Republicans want to
change the subject, to divert or to ob-
struct. So what is the Republican an-
swer to this climate change, which is
real: more oil production—that is one
of their solutions—block regulations to
protect health and the environment,
deny climate change is happening at
all.

The senior Senator from Oklahoma
says it is a hoax. It is not a hoax. It is
real, and I am very happy the Presi-
dent is saying something about this.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF INDIRA TALWANI
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF
MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 655.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Indira Talwani, of Massachu-
setts, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Massachu-
setts.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I ask the cloture motion
be reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the cloture motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Indira Talwani, of Massachusetts, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Massachusetts.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Mazie K.
Hirono, Dianne Feinstein, Al Franken,
Jack Reed, Amy Klobuchar, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Sheldon Whitehouse, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Tom Harkin, Barbara
Boxer, Richard Blumenthal, Edward J.
Markey, Richard J. Durbin, Charles E.
Schumer, Elizabeth Warren.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JAMES D. PETER-
SON TO BE UNITED STATES DIS-
TRICT JUDGE FOR THE WEST-
ERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to exec-
utive session to consider Calendar No.
656.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of James D. Peterson, of Wis-
consin, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Wis-
consin.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a
cloture motion at the desk and I ask
that it be reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the cloture motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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