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share just one of these stories to in-
crease awareness around this dev-
astating disease. Gary Leingang was
diagnosed with glioblastoma, an ag-
gressive form of brain cancer, in June
2008. At the same time Gary was fight-
ing his cancer, his wife Mona was bat-
tling breast cancer. Gary stood by her
side and took care of Mona when she
was on chemo and recovered. Unfortu-
nately, Gary’s fight with brain cancer
ended on March 9, 2010. Before he
passed, he said he wanted to make sure
something good come out of his cancer.
So, in his honor, his wife and children
have shared his story to advance sci-
entific research and increase awareness
within the medical community in sup-
porting patients, their families and
caregivers afflicted with brain cancer.
Last year, Mona worked with Lou-
isiana lawmakers to establish Lou-
isiana Gray Day on May 9—Gary’s
birthday.

It is my hope that in recognizing
May 9 we will honor Gary’s legacy and
all help to bring greater awareness for
all those affected by brain cancer, and
perhaps even prevent some brain can-
cer-related deaths in the future.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING MYSTIC AQUARIUM

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, I am proud to recognize that
today, First Lady Michelle Obama pre-
sents Connecticut’s Mystic Aquarium
with the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services’ National Medal for Mu-
seum and Library Services for 2014.
This medal is the Nation’s highest
honor conferred on museums and li-
braries for service to their commu-
nities, and I wish to convey my deepest
congratulations and admiration for
Mystic Aquarium on this auspicious
occasion.

Since 1973, Mystic Aquarium has show-
cased the wonders of the world’s oceans
through exhibitions, tours, classroom
programs, and partnerships with sci-
entific organizations. In addition to
worldclass offerings like its diverse
collection of more than 4,000 animals
ranging from sea lions to penguins, the
aquarium boasts New England’s only
beluga whale habitat, as well as an in-
novative exhibit that showcases under-
water exploration through a partner-
ship with famed explorer Dr. Robert
Ballard.

The aquarium maintains a laudable
commitment to making a difference for
marine environments around the globe
through research and direct involve-
ment. The Marine Animal Rescue Pro-
gram rehabilitates dozens of injured
seals every year, and a penguin task
force has provided similar help to Afri-
can penguins in South Africa. The
aquarium’s extensive research includes
field observations on wild belugas in
the Arctic and closer to home, the
aquarium enlists visitors in beach
cleanup and marine animal stranding
and rehabilitation programs.
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What I find most meaningful about
Mystic Aquarium’s work, however, is
its consistent focus on inspiring and
serving the people of Connecticut and
visitors from around the world. Of the
Aquarium’s 700,000 yearly visitors, one
in seven is a Connecticut K-12 student,
and because school budget constraints
too often limit learning opportunities
outside the classroom, the aquarium
regularly offers complimentary admis-
sion to students and teachers from eco-
nomically disadvantage communities.
The aquarium’s deep investment in
promoting scientific and environ-
mental understanding among students
of all ages and backgrounds is simi-
larly reflected in its innovative pro-
gramming for Native American high
school students and for young people
with intellectual disabilities.

Having attended numerous events at
Mystic Aquarium, I can personally at-
test to the dedication of everyone there
in serving Connecticut and improving
animal habitat across the world. I
know how hard Dr. Stephen M. Coan,
Dr. Ballard, and all of the aquarium’s
staff members and volunteers work to
support these goals. For its legacy of
community-focused education and en-
vironmental stewardship, I am proud
to congratulate Mystic Aquarium on
its receipt of the great honor.e

————

SAMUEL J. HEYMAN SERVICE TO
AMERICA MEDALS FINALISTS

e Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, peo-
ple often wonder why they pay taxes.
Well, the short answer, former Asso-
ciate Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes,
Jr. famously wrote in a 1927 Supreme
Court decision, is that ‘‘taxes are what
we pay for civilized society,”
(Compania General de Tabacos de
Filipinas v. Collector of Internal Rev-
enue. The longer answer is that people
pay taxes for government goods and
services that make their families, busi-
nesses, communities, and the United
States of America stronger, safer, and
more prosperous. The people who pro-
vide government goods and services are
public servants.

This week is Public Service Recogni-
tion Week, an opportunity to acknowl-
edge and thank the 21.9 million men
and women who work in local, county,
State, and Federal Government. Each
day, these people teach our children;
patrol our borders and ports; protect
our food, land, air, and water; care for
our veterans and senior citizens; de-
velop treatments and cures for illness
and disease; fight fires and respond to
natural disasters; make our commu-
nities safer; help domestic manufactur-
ers compete abroad; enforce our laws
and administer justice; advance human
understanding of the smallest par-
ticles, the vastness of the universe, and
the origin of life; and promote and de-
fend American values and ideals
abroad.

The knowledge, expertise, skill, and
commitment of our public sector work-
force is one of America’s greatest as-

S2861

sets. No other nation can match our
public workforce’s professionalism and
level of accomplishment. Yet, too often
public servants are disparaged and
denigrated. Too often public servants
bear the brunt of deficit reduction. Too
often, public servants are asked to do
more and more with less and less. We
need to strengthen and encourage our
public workforce. We should always
strive to make government better,
more responsive, more efficient.

On May 6 I had the honor of deliv-
ering brief remarks at a breakfast or-
ganized by the Partnership for Public
Service to announce the finalists for
the 2014 Samuel J. Heyman Service to
America Medals. These individuals and
teams have been chosen for their com-
mitment to public service and because
they have made ‘‘a significant con-
tribution in their field of government
that is innovative, high-impact and
critical for the nation,” according to
the partnership.

I would like to take a few moments
to talk about the finalists. If Ameri-
cans want to see their tax dollars at
work, what follows are a few examples.

Call to Service Medal finalists are
Federal employees whose professional
achievements reflect the important
contributions that a new generation
brings to public service.

Jonathan Baker, Delta IV launch
systems deputy chief engineer, U.S. Air
Force Space & Missile Systems Center
Launch Systems Directorate, El
Segundo, CA saved taxpayers more
than $4 billion on the purchase of 40
new rockets and led the engineering
team responsible for launching 13 Air
Force satellites into orbit.

Anthony Cotton, Amanda Femal,
Jason Fleming, J.P. Gibbons and the
Development Credit Authority Trans-
action Teams, Africa team leader, Cot-
ton; Asia and Middle East team leader,
Femal; Latin America/Caribbean and
Eastern Europe team leader, Fleming;
and Strategic Transactions team lead-
er, Gibbons, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, Development
Credit Authority, Washington, D.C.
generated nearly $1 billion in aid for 60
projects in 42 developing countries dur-
ing the past 2 years through an innova-
tive, public-private loan guarantee pro-
gram.

Sofia Hussain, senior forensic ac-
countant, Division of Enforcement, Se-
curities and Exchange Commission,
Boston, MA, helped Federal investiga-
tors crack intricate securities fraud
cases and return hundreds of millions
of dollars to investors by introducing
cutting-edge technology and data anal-
ysis.

Sara Meyers, director, Sandy Pro-
gram Management Office, Department
of Housing & Urban Development,
Washington, DC, created sophisticated
data analysis systems to evaluate the
performance of Federal housing pro-
grams and set up processes to track
$13.6 billion in economic stimulus and
$560 billion for Hurricane Sandy disaster
recovery;
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