May 28, 2014

This year, the Office of the Second
Congressional District hosted the First
Annual Elementary School Challenge,
where we encouraged third graders to
write in and share their favorite part of
South Carolina history.

I am grateful for the support the of-
fice received from teachers and admin-
istrators who participated in this inau-
gural competition. Students from over
100 third grade classrooms shared les-
sons of history which are very mean-
ingful for today.

Zachary Valsecchi, a student at
Round Top Elementary School in
Blythewood, South Carolina, won this
year’s competition. He shared the story
of the ‘“Best Friend of Charleston,”
America’s first regularly scheduled
passenger service train, built in 1831,
which ran between Charleston and
Hamburg, which is now near North Au-
gusta on the Savannah River in Aiken
County. His parents, Wayne and Susan,
should be proud of Zachary’s accom-
plishments and the bright future he
has ahead of him. I am confident that
Round Top Elementary School, Prin-
cipal Jeaneen Tucker, and teacher
Cathy Williams will continue to pre-
pare our young people for success.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——

LEGISLATION TO HELP REALIZE
THE AMERICAN DREAM

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish is as follows:)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, today I
take to the floor to ask Congress to act
and pass legislation that will help mil-
lions of working families.

We need to pass legislation that will
raise the minimum wage and reinstates
unemployment insurance for the long-
term unemployed.

We need to pass legislation that will
protect future property owners from
abusive lenders.

We need to pass legislation that will
improve our education system to help
our children go to college and ensure
them a successful future.

We need to pass legislation that will
fix our broken immigration system,
and will include a path towards citizen-
ship.

It is our duty to help our commu-
nities. I ask the Republicans to support
these policies so that millions of people
can have the opportunity to realize the
American Dream.

Sefior Presidente de la Camara de
Representantes,

Hoy, tomo la palabra para pedir que
el Congreso actué y pase la legislacion
que ayudara a millones de familias
trabajadoras. i

Tenemos que pasar legislacion que
aumente el salario minimo y reinstale
el seguro de desempléo para quienes
han estado desempleados por largo
tiempo.
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Tenemos que pasar legislacion que
proteja a futuros propietarios de
prestamistas abusivos.

Tenemos que pasar legislacion que
mejore nuestro sistema educativo—que
ayude a nuestros hijos a ir a la
universidad y asegurarles un futuro
exitoso.

Tenemos que pasar legislacion que
arregle nuestro sistema inmigratorio
quebrado, y que incluya un camino a la
ciudadania.

Es nuestro deber ayudar a nuestras
comunidades. Pido que los
Republicanos apoyen estas polizas para
que millones de personas tengan la
oportunidad de realizar el sueno
americano.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California will provide a
translation for the RECORD.

———

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ABUSING
FOREIGN MINORS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
United States is very quick to criticize
other nations for human rights abuses,
especially when those abuses are
caused by foreign government employ-
ees. But while the U.S. is crusading
against human rights abuses in other
parts of the world, it should not ignore
human rights abuses here in America.

Allegations are coming to light that
government employees of the Office of
Refugee Resettlement are abusing—
sexually—immigrant minors that are
detained in Federal custody. According
to the Houston Chronicle, over 100 inci-
dents have been reported where U.S.
Federal workers had improper sexual
contact with foreign minors. That in-
cludes everything from inappropriate
touching to forced sex with children.
Some minors were threatened with de-
portation if they ever told the authori-
ties.

The reports also show that not one
worker has been held accountable or
prosecuted for such criminal conduct.
If crimes have been committed, these
criminals need to be locked up in a
jailhouse. The United States cannot be
the world leader for human rights when
employees of our own government sex-
ually abuse foreign minor children on
American soil.

And that’s just the way it is.

CELEBRATING ASIAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to join with thousands of people
in my district and millions across the
country to celebrate Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month this May.
This month, we celebrate the innumer-
able contributions of Asian Americans
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and Pacific Islanders to communities
in every corner of our Nation.

California’s 47th District is a testa-
ment to the richness and diversity with
which Asian Pacific Americans have
added to the fabric of our country,
from Little Saigon and the Korean
Business District in Westminster and
Garden Grove to Cambodia Town and
the Filipino and Pacific Islander com-
munities in Long Beach.

This year also marks the 35th anni-
versary of the end of the Cambodian
genocide and the 39th anniversary of
the fall of Saigon. It reminds us of the
courage and the bravery with which
millions of Asian Pacific Americans
made the journey to the United States
to build a better life for themselves and
for their children.

—————

CARE AND RESPECT FOR OUR
VETERANS

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this Memorial Day week in honor of
the brave men and women who have
selflessly given their lives for this Na-
tion and the millions of veterans to
whom our country owes a debt of grati-
tude.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, we have recently
learned that the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs has fallen disgracefully
below the standard our fighting men
and women deserve. Misconduct,
lengthy patient wait times, and secret
lists are all unacceptable for those who
have served our country.

It is time the administration takes
action on behalf of those who have
fought for our freedom. I look forward
to supporting the important VA ac-
countability legislation on the floor
today and working with Chairman
JEFF MILLER and my colleagues in the
House to ensure that our veterans re-
ceive the care and the respect they un-
doubtedly earned.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by Speaker
pro tempore WOLF on Tuesday, May 27,
2014:

H.R. 724, to amend the Clean Air Act to re-
move the requirement for dealer certifi-
cation of new light-duty motor vehicles;

H.R. 1036, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 103
Center Street West in Eatonville, Wash-
ington, as the ‘‘National Park Ranger Mar-
garet Anderson Post Office’’;

H.R. 1228, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 123
South 9th Street in De Pere, Wisconsin, as
the ‘“‘Corporal Justin D. Ross Post Office
Building”’;

H.R. 1451, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 14
Main Street in Brockport, New York,
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as the ‘“Staff Sergeant Nicholas J. Reid Post
Office Building’’;

H.R. 2391, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 5323
Highway N in Cottleville, Missouri as the
“Lance Corporal Phillip Vinnedge Post Of-
fice”;

H.R. 2939, to award the Congressional Gold
Medal to Shimon Peres;

H.R. 3060, to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 232
Southwest Johnson Avenue in Burleson,
Texas, as the ‘‘Sergeant William Moody Post
Office Building’’;

H.R. 4032, to exempt from Lacey Act
Amendments of 1981 certain water transfers
by the North Texas Municipal Water District
and the Greater Texoma Utility Authority,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 4488, to make technical corrections to
two bills enabling the presentation of con-
gressional gold medals, and for other pur-
poses.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 12 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1600
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JOLLY) at 4 p.m.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

—————

VENEZUELAN HUMAN RIGHTS AND
DEMOCRACY PROTECTION ACT

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4587) to impose targeted sanc-
tions on individuals responsible for car-
rying out or ordering human rights
abuses against the citizens of Ven-
ezuela, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4587

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Venezuelan
Human Rights and Democracy Protection
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITION.

In this Act, the term ‘“‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Financial Services, the Com-
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mittee on the Judiciary, and the Committee
on Ways and Means of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Banking, Housing and
Urban Affairs, and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the Senate.

SEC. 3. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On February 12, 2014, also known in
Venezuela as the National Youth Day, stu-
dents began protesting in several cities
against Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro’s
inability to stem violent crime, his undemo-
cratic actions, and a rapidly deteriorating
economy marked by high inflation and
shortages of consumer goods.

(2) On February 12, 2014, a judge issued an
arrest warrant for Leopoldo Lopez, leader of
the opposition party Voluntad Popular, for
allegations in connection with the student
protests.

(3) On February 17, 2014, the Government of
Venezuela notified the United States Depart-
ment of State that it had declared 3 consular
officers at the United States Embassy in
Venezuela personae non gratae.

(4) On February 18, 2014, opposition leader
Leopoldo Lopez turned himself in to Ven-
ezuelan authorities, was arrested, and
charged with criminal incitement, con-
spiracy, arson, and intent to damage prop-
erty.

(5) Leopoldo Lopez is currently being held
in a prison at a military facility.

(6) Nongovernmental human rights organi-
zations have alleged that the charges
brought against Leopoldo Lopez appear to be
a politically motivated attempt to silence
dissent in the country.

(7) As of May 1, 2014, there have been 41
people killed, a reported 60 cases of torture,
over 100 injured, and many oppressively de-
tained in relation to pro-democracy dem-
onstrations throughout Venezuela.

(8) On February 19, 2014, President Obama
criticized the Government of Venezuela for
arresting protesters, called for their release,
and urged the government to focus on the
‘“‘legitimate grievances of the Venezuelan
people’.

(9) According to the Department of State’s
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices
for 2013 for Venezuela, ‘‘The principal human
rights abuses reported during the year in-
cluded corruption, politicization in the judi-
cial system, and government actions to im-
pede freedom of expression and restrict free-
dom of the press. The government did not re-
spect judicial independence or permit judges
to act according to the law without fear of
retaliation. The government used the judici-
ary to intimidate and selectively prosecute
political, union, business, and civil society
leaders who were critical of government poli-
cies or actions. The government harassed
and intimidated privately owned television
stations, other media outlets, and journal-
ists throughout the year, using threats,
fines, property seizures, targeted regula-
tions, arrests, and criminal investigations
and prosecutions.”.

(10) According to the Department of
State’s Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices for 2013 for Venezuela, ‘‘The fol-
lowing human rights problems were reported
by NGOs, the media, and in some cases the
government itself: unlawful killings, includ-
ing summary Kkillings by police elements;
torture and other cruel, inhumane, or de-
grading treatment; harsh and life-threat-
ening prison conditions and lack of due proc-
ess rights that contributed to widespread vi-
olence, riots, injuries, and deaths in prisons;
inadequate juvenile detention centers; arbi-
trary arrests and detentions; corruption and
impunity in police forces; political prisoners;
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interference with privacy rights; corruption
at all levels of government; threats against
domestic NGOs; violence against women;
anti-Semitism in the official media; traf-
ficking in persons; violence based on sexual
orientation and gender identity; and restric-
tions on workers’ right of association.”.

(11) According to Freedom House’s Free-
dom in the World report of 2013 on Ven-
ezuela, ‘‘Nicolas Maduro, further weakened
the independent media, reduced the opposi-
tion’s ability to serve as a check on govern-
ment policy, and made threats to civil soci-
ety groups.”’.

SEC. 4. ACTIONS AT THE ORGANIZATION
AMERICAN STATES.

The Secretary of State shall direct the
United States Permanent Representative to
the Organization of American States to use
the voice, vote, and influence of the United
States at the Organization of American
States to defend and protect the Inter-Amer-
ican Democratic Charter, and strengthen ef-
forts by international and multilateral orga-
nizations to advance the protection of
human rights throughout the Western Hemi-
sphere, especially in Venezuela.

OF

SEC. 5. SANCTIONS ON PERSONS RESPONSIBLE
FOR VIOLENCE IN VENEZUELA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection
(b)(1)(A) and the Secretary of State or the
Secretary of Homeland Security (or a des-
ignee of one of such Secretaries) shall im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection
(b)(1)(B) with respect to any person, includ-
ing a current or former official of the Gov-
ernment of Venezuela or a person acting on
behalf of that Government, that the Presi-
dent, or the Secretary of State or the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (or a designee
of one of such Secretaries), as the case may
be, determines—

(1) has perpetrated, or is responsible for or-
dering, controlling, or otherwise directing,
significant acts of violence or serious human
rights abuses in Venezuela against individ-
uals participating in protests in Venezuela
that began on February 12, 2014;

(2) has directed or ordered the arrest or
prosecution of a person primarily because of
the person’s legitimate exercise of freedom
of expression or assembly in relation to the
protests in Venezuela that began on Feb-
ruary 12, 2014;

(3) has knowingly materially assisted,
sponsored, or provided significant financial,
material, or technological support for, or
goods or services in support of, the commis-
sion of acts described in paragraph (1) or (2)
in relation to protests in Venezuela that
began on February 12, 2014; or

(4) has engaged in censorship against indi-
viduals or media outlets disseminating infor-
mation in relation to protests in Venezuela
that began on February 12, 2014.

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The sanctions described in
this subsection are the following:

(A) ASSET BLOCKING.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The exercise of all powers
granted to the President by the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent nec-
essary to block and prohibit all transactions
in all property and interests in property of a
person determined by the President to be
subject to subsection (a) if such property and
interests in property are in the United
States, come within the United States, or
are or come within the possession or control
of a United States person.

(ii) EXCEPTION.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The authority to impose
sanctions under clause (i) shall not include
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