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later, after losing his vision to a chemical ex-
plosion, he remembered that movie and was
determined to work toward his first Seeing Eye
dog. Jim is the first Seeing Eye graduate to
serve as president of the organization.

Twenty years later, Walt Disney Studios re-
turned to the story of The Seeing Eye for an-
other film, “Loves Leads the Way.” This 1986
picture depicted the story of Morris Frank and
Buddy.

From the beginning, the work of The Seeing
Eye has captured the attention of countless
Americans, including several who called the
White House home. In 1930, President Her-
bert Hoover met with Morris Franlc to learn
more about his work. In 1948, Mr. Frank and
his third dog (named Buddy Ill), visited Presi-
dent Harry Truman at the White House. In
1972, First lady Pat Nixon visited The Seeing
Eye at its headquarters in Morristown. And in
1990, President George H.W. Bush named
The Seeing Eye the 138th “Point of Light” in
honor of its corps of volunteers.

One year later, The Seeing Eye marked
several significant milestones, including
matching its 10,000th dog with a student and
hiring its first full-time veterinarian, Dr. Dolores
Holle.

The Seeing Eye, Inc. has continuously dedi-
cated itself to the goals of increasing inde-
pendence and dignity of those who are blind,
providing the best guide dogs possible, edu-
cating the public, providing ongoing assistants
to both graduates and dogs, and to practice fi-
duciary responsibility.

The Seeing Eye Inc. is ever dedicated to
their growing conununity through their contin-
uous care of each individual, both human and
canine. As the graduates continue on with
their dog guides, The Seeing Eye, Inc. will en-
sure that help is always provided, as needed.
The Seeing Eye, Inc. promises successor
dogs to graduates, as well as sends trainers
to homes across the U.S. and Canada to help
with any training-related problem. This remark-
able organization not only raises and trains
the dogs, but also provides the best research
and care for canine health and development.

As The Seeing Eye marks its 85th Anniver-
sary, it continues to commit itself to providing
the best guide dogs, with excellent health and
training, and to sustaining excellence in their
field while always seeking improvement. The
employees, volunteers, students, graduates,
and guide dogs, look forward to the chal-
lenges and excitement of the future.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating The Seeing Eye
as it celebrates its 85th Anniversary.

————

CONGRATULATING CRANE HIGH
SCHOOL LADY PIRATES BASKET-
BALL

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the Crane High School Lady Pirates
Basketball Team for winning the Missouri
Class 2 Girls State Championship.

The Lady Pirates clinched back to back
state championships after defeating the Sky-
line Lady Tigers with a final score of 67-52.
Members of the team include Allie Hagler,
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Lexie Vaught, Kylee Moore, Kylie Vaught,
Justeen Mahan, Shelby Roder, Riley Israel,
Emma Lander, Karen Belin, Loni Johnson,
Jalee Johnson, Addie Reel, Hailey Powell,
Jenna Scroggins, Madison Fulp, and Tabitha
Bishop.

Through their hard work and excellence on
and off the court, the Lady Pirates developed
into a truly great championship team. The
Lady Pirates ended the season 30-1, remain-
ing undefeated in their Class 2 division.

| also want to commend Head Coach Jer-
emy Mullins and Assistant Coach Billy Redus
for a job well-done on developing such a
strong basketball program.

The Crane community is justifiably proud of
this extraordinary group of young and talented
student-athletes. | urge my colleagues to join
me in congratulating the Crane Lady Pirates
as they celebrate their Class 2 Girls State
Championship.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. MAYA ANGELOU,
MENTOR, TEACHER, SOCIAL AC-
TIVIST, MOTHER, SISTER,
WOMAN OF LIGHT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 30, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute and remember one of the most re-
markable figures of the 20th Century and an
example of a life well lived for those coming
of age in the 21st Century.

Dr. Maya Angelou died this morning at her
home in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. She
was 86 years old.

| first met Dr. Maya Angelou when | was a
student at Yale University.

No matter how busy she was—and she was
always in demand—Maya Angelou always had
time to share with you; as a mentor, a teach-
er, a social activist, a mother, a sister, a
woman of light.

She had a knack of making you feel better
about yourself and life’s possibilities.

| thank God for her voice, her survival and
her spirit and for teaching little girls—with long
hair, short hair, curly hair, afros or straight
hair—the beauty of all people.

Dr. Maya Angelou epitomized what it is to
be a great American who came from a unique
and different background.

Dr. Maya Angelou was an American origi-
nal, a phenomenal writer, woman of insight,
eloquence, and artistry who gave voice to the
rawness and loftiness of our history and our
humanity.

From the struggles of her youth, through her
work in the civil rights movement, to her suc-
cess as an author and her time as the Poet
Laureate of the United States, Maya Angelou
embodied personal, moral, and artistic cour-
age.

Dr. Maya Angelou reminded us of the beau-
ty of diversity and the importance of the black
experience. She wrote of the cry for freedom,
the experience of womanhood.

Her story is the story of America. In the
early 1960s, Dr. Angelou moved to Cairo,
Egypt, where she became the associate editor
of a magazine, The Arab Observer.

Dr. Maya Angelou went on to help Malcolm
X establish the Organization of Afro-American
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Unity in 1964. Since 1981, she held the Rey-
nolds Professorship of American Studies at
Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina.

Dr. Maya Angelou once said: “I have cre-
ated myself. | have taught myself so much.”

Dr. Angelou defied simple labels. She was
a walking list of careers and passions. In addi-
tion to authoring books, she was an actress,
director, playwright, composer, singer and
dancer.

And if that was not enough she was the first
female and first black streetcar conductor in
San Francisco.

In November 2013 Dr. Angelou stole the
show at the National Book Awards in New
York when she was presented an award for
Outstanding Service to the American Literary
Community.

She was introduced that night by her friend,
the famed author Toni Morrison, who said of
Dr. Maya Angelou: “Suffering energized and
strengthened her, and her creative impulse
struck like bolts of lightning.”

Mr. Speaker, today we lost one of the “great
souls” which Dr. Angelou often wrote about.

| hope it is a comfort to her family that so
many around the world mourn with them at
this sad time. But through our sadness, we
draw strength from the enduring power of her
own words: “Just like hopes springing high,
still I'll rise.”

On a personal note, who can imagine a
child who silenced herself for five years be-
cause of a brutal experience in her young life?

That silence could have ruined her life or
been a rebirth of her life.

It was a rebirth.

Just like a butterfly she was reborn and
throughout her life she gave us the gift of her
genius.

So instead of saying good-bye, | say, as Dr.
Maya Angelou said on January 20, 1993, at
the inauguration of President Clinton, in her
remarkable poem, “A Rock, A River, A Tree”:
Here on the pulse of this new day
You may have the grace to look up and out
And into your sister’s eyes, into
Your brother’s face, your country
And say simply
Very simply
With hope
Good morning.

So long my friend. We will never forget you
or all you did to make our world a better
place.

HONORABLE GARY GIARDINA
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 30, 2014

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Honorable Gary F. Giardina
who, after 36 years of service to the people of
Clifton as a member of the Clifton Police
Force, is being honored for his retirement on
Sunday, June 1, 2014. A life-long resident of
the City of Clifton, Gary Giardina devoted 36
years to the community that raised him, most
notably serving 4 years as Clifton’s 9th Police
Chief. | am extremely proud to represent such
a noble and committed individual in the 9th
Congressional District, and | am extremely
grateful for the service Chief Giardina has
contributed to our community.
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