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nights in a hotel, and then drive back.
So it actually saved the VA money.
But still they have not gotten a reim-
bursement for the cost of that medical
treatment because the VA does provide
that service in Fargo. But again, in
that situation, unless that veteran is
reimbursed, you are not truly serving
the veteran and, frankly, not doing the
sensible thing to save the taxpayer
money.

That is why the Veterans Choice Act
that I am cosponsoring with others,
again, is the solution because we pro-
vide choice, we provide access. If the
veteran cannot get that service in a
timely way in the local community,
then the veteran can access another
health care facility. That is why the
legislation works.

So what I have offered—and, of
course, now we are working on bring-
ing two bills together: the Veterans
Choice Act, but then also legislation
offered by Senator BERNIE SANDERS;
and that legislation is the Ensuring
Veterans Access to Care Act.

I think we can bring them together,
and I think we can get a good solution
that serves everybody, most impor-
tantly that serves our veterans. But we
need to serve all of our veterans—all of
our veterans—regardless of where they
live. That is why I have offered simple,
clarifying language—this is a technical
fix—that would clarify and ensure that
if a veteran cannot get service in a
CBOC, then that veteran can go to a
local health care provider on the same
basis as an individual who lives more
than 40 miles away from the walk-in
clinic.

This legislation, this clarification is
important to ensure that a veteran is
not in any way actually disadvantaged
by having a walk-in clinic in the local
community, and that all vets can ac-
cess services on the same basis. Again,
it is because of the way this legislation
is coming together that requires that if
you are within 40 miles of a walk-in
clinic or you have to wait more than 14
days, then you can go to another
health care provider. But if either one
of those criteria apply—you are within
the 40-mile radius and you can get an
appointment within 14 days to see a
doctor—then you have to go to the VA.
That works, and that is consistent only
if you applied both criteria to the same
clinic, to the same health care center.

What I mean is this. Remember the
example I gave just a minute ago:
Williston, ND, and Fargo, ND. In
Williston you have a walk-in clinic. In
Fargo you have a full hospital—a full
VA medical center. Take the test we
are applying in this legislation: If you
are within 40 miles, you have to go to
the VA facility, as long as you can get
in within 14 days. But that 14 days has
to also apply to the facility that is
within that 40-mile radius; otherwise,
you get an inconsistent, unfair result
and actually disadvantage somebody
who is within 40 miles of a walk-in
clinic versus somebody who is outside
that radius.
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Let me give two examples to illu-
minate what I am saying.

You have a vet. He lives in Williston,
ND. He is within 40 miles of that facil-
ity. He goes in, and he gets his shots or
whatever it is in that facility—no prob-
lem. But what happens if he cannot, if
that walk-in clinic does not supply the
service? What does he do? Well, if the
14-day rule applies to the Fargo VA
hospital, even though he is within 40
miles of the CBOC, if the CBOC—the
walk-in clinic—does not provide that
service, he still has to drive 800 miles
roundtrip for that shot I just talked
about a minute ago or that service—
the two veterans I described a minute
ago. So he still has to travel 800 miles
to get service.

Take another individual. He lives 41
miles from that walk-in clinic. Even if
the Fargo VA can take him within 14
days, he can still go get local service in
Williston, can’t he? Why? Because he is
41 miles away. So ask yourself, the vet-
eran who lives within 39 miles of that
walk-in clinic, he might have to drive
800 miles roundtrip to get a service
that the individual who is 41 miles
from that facility can go get in the
local community.

Does that make sense? That is the
kind of thing we have to make sure we
get right so that all veterans, regard-
less of where they live, get the same
fair and consistent treatment. That is
why I am saying, as we put this legisla-
tion together, we have to be careful to
make sure we get that kind of fair and
consistent result so this legislation
serves all of our veterans and takes
care of all of our veterans, and they
truly all have that access. Whether the
problem is a wait list or long distances,
let’s make sure this works for all of
them.

Believe me, they are out there. Every
one of them has put their life on the
line and stepped up. All of them have
done that for us. Let’s make sure, as
we work through and file this legisla-
tion—something I know we can do; on
a Dbipartisan basis we can get this
done—let’s make sure it works for all
of our veterans and it works well and it
works consistently and it truly solves
the problem; that is, we make sure
they get the health care they deserve.

I thank the Presiding Officer.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). The Senator from Georgia.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized for up to 3 minutes and that im-
mediately following my remarks the
Senator from Iowa, Mr. HARKIN, be rec-
ognized for as much time as he might
consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ISAKSON. I thank the distin-
guished Senator from Iowa for relin-
quishing a little time to let me step in.
I am very grateful.

June 10, 2014

REMEMBERING CAPTAIN WILLIAM
HALL DAVISON

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, on
the evening of June 8, this past Sun-
day, in Gainesville, GA, CAPT William
Hall Davison, U.S. Navy retired, passed
away.

It was a significant day in our family
for many reasons. He is my wife’s fa-
ther. He is my children’s grandfather.
He is my grandchildren’s great-grand-
father. His wife Gay, 97 years old, sur-
vives him.

Bill Davison was 99 years old. He was
a pilot in World War II in the South
Pacific, tracking submarines of the
Japanese Navy and cargo ships of the
Japanese Navy to make sure our intel-
ligence was the best it could be.

Like so many of America’s greatest
generation, he sacrificed 4% years of
his life in defense of our country. He
made a career of the U.S. Navy. He
never talked about it, and only rarely
did he say anything about it. But when
he did, he talked about how proud he
was to be able to wear the uniform of
the United States of America.

So while it was a tragic night for my
wife, a tragic loss for our family, it is
a reminder to all of us as Americans
that our greatest generation is passing
at a very rapid rate. Soon none will be
here with us who stormed the beaches
at Normandy, flew the skies of the Pa-
cific or fought on the ground at the
Battle of the Bulge.

But we are all here today—you and I,
Madam President—because of the sac-
rifice of those people—the greatest sac-
rifice in the history of mankind. In
fact, the most unselfish act of human-
ity I have ever read about or heard
about or was ever taught about was by
that generation that landed on Nor-
mandy Beach on June 6, 1944, and freed
America and freed the rest of the world
from the totalitarian government of
Adolph Hitler.

So as my family pauses to mourn the
loss of a father-in-law for me, a grand-
father for my children, a great-grand-
father for my grandchildren, and a fa-
ther for my wife, we take joy in know-
ing that one member of our family was
a part of a generation that saved all of
humanity for democracy and for free-
dom and for liberty.

To his wife Gay, who is in morning
today, at age 97, we wish her a contin-
ued, prosperous life, and we thank her
for her sacrifice, because like so many
women—the wives of the soldiers dur-
ing World War II—she kept the home
fires burning. They worked in the fac-
tories. They made sure that America
worked while their husbands were off
to defend us.

So while we had a tragic loss of life
in our family on Sunday night, June 8,
we had a positive remembrance of all
that has been done for our family by
the brave men and women who fought
for the United States of America.

May God bless William Hall Davison
for his life and may God bless the
United States of America.

I yield back.
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