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Mr. President, on behalf of the Sen-

ate, I commend Dennis Van Roekel on 
a lifetime of public service, and I wish 
him the best in all his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOHN KEY 
MCKINLEY 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor the life and legacy of my 
friend John Key McKinley, a Tusca-
loosa native, who passed away on June 
12. John was a dedicated philanthropist 
and skilled businessman who will be 
forever remembered as a dear friend to 
the State of Alabama and to the Uni-
versity of Alabama. 

Born in Tuscaloosa in 1920, John 
graduated from Tuscaloosa High 
School. He went to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in chemical engineering and a 
master’s degree in organic chemistry 
from the University of Alabama. He 
was inducted into Tau Beta Pi and the 
Scabbard and Blade Society at the Uni-
versity and was a member of the Cap-
stone Engineering Society. While in 
college, John was also a cadet in the 
ROTC and rose to the rank of cadet 
colonel and brigade commander. How-
ever, John’s contributions go on well 
beyond his days as a student—he was a 
generous benefactor and steadfast sup-
porter of the university throughout his 
life. 

After graduating from Alabama in 
1941, John began his career at Texaco. 
He left Texaco in August 1941 to join 
the Army and serve in Newfoundland 
and Europe during World War II. In Au-
gust 1944 shortly after D-day, John 
landed on Utah Beach and took part in 
battles across France, Belgium, and 
Germany—including the Battle of the 
Bulge as the Allied troops moved 
through Western Europe and onto Ber-
lin. As a result of his unwavering brav-
ery during the battle for the Roer 
River, he received the prestigious 
Bronze Star. He also rose to the rank 
of major during his service in the 
Army. 

Following the war, John returned to 
Texaco, where he held numerous posi-
tions within the company. He excelled 
in research and development—holding 
over a dozen patents from petroleum 
additives and grease components—and 
also continued his education. In 1962, 
he graduated from Harvard Univer-
sity’s Advanced Management Program. 
Less than 10 years later, John was 
named the company’s president, and in 
1980 he became Texaco’s president, 
chief executive, and chairman until his 
retirement in 1986. 

In addition to his work at Texaco, 
John served on the board of directors 
for several companies, including Tex-
aco, Inc., Federated Department 
Stores, Burlington Industries, Martin 
Marietta Corporation, Merck & Co., 
Inc., Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
Company, Manufacturers Hanover Cor-
poration, and Apollo Computer, Inc. He 
also served on the board of directors of 
the Metropolitan Opera, the Peregrine 
Fund, the Americas Society, Business 
Council for Effective Literacy, and Me-

morial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 
John also took an active role in many 
civic and professional organizations, 
such as the Brookings Council, the 
Business Council—Washington DC, and 
President’s Commission on Executive 
Exchange. 

John’s contributions did not go unno-
ticed. He was awarded the George 
Washington Honor Medal by the Free-
dom Foundation, the Gold Medal by 
the National Institute of Social 
Sciences, the American Eagle Award 
by the Invest-In-America National 
Council, and the Wallace Award by the 
American-Scottish Foundation. He was 
inducted into the Alabama Business 
Hall of Fame in 1982 and was installed 
in the Alabama Academy of Honor in 
1983. Additionally, the Belgian Govern-
ment presented John with the 
Commandeur de L’Ordre de la Courrone 
in 1984, which is the highest decoration 
given to a corporate leader in recogni-
tion of significant contributions to Bel-
gium’s economic sector. 

I had the honor of knowing John and 
his wife Helen, who preceded him in 
death, as well as their two sons, John 
Jr. and Mark. I offer my deepest condo-
lences to them and to all of their loved 
ones as they celebrate his many life ac-
complishments and mourn this great 
loss. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LINDA LANGSTON 
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today I 

want to recognize an exceptional local 
leader in Iowa who has used her experi-
ence and expertise to help communities 
across America to become more resil-
ient. Back home, we know Linda 
Langston as an effective and tireless 
county supervisor in Linn County. 
Over the past year, however, I have en-
joyed partnering with Supervisor 
Langston in her role as president of the 
National Association of Counties. 

In this capacity, Supervisor 
Langston served as the principal 
spokesperson for our Nation’s 3,069 
counties and their nearly 40,000 elected 
officials. This is an important and de-
manding leadership post. Think about 
it: County governments employ almost 
3.3 million people and invest nearly 
$500 billion each year in our local com-
munities, especially in the areas of 
transportation and infrastructure, jus-
tice and public safety, and health and 
human services. 

As national president, Supervisor 
Langston has focused a tremendous 
amount of energy and attention this 
year on community, economic, and so-
cial resiliency, with a special focus on 
natural disaster preparedness and re-
covery. In addition, she has provided a 
local, midwestern perspective on na-
tional advisory committees with the 
National Academy of Sciences and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy. She has also convened numerous 
national and regional forums with pub-
lic, private, and nonprofit leaders to 
address the urgent issue of natural dis-
aster preparedness and recovery. 

Every day, it seems, we encounter 
news reports of extraordinary natural 

disasters, everything from droughts, 
floods, tornadoes, and wildfires, to hur-
ricanes, ice storms and extreme tem-
peratures. Thanks to Supervisor 
Langston’s thoughtful and expert lead-
ership at the National Association of 
Counties, we can be confident that 
America’s counties are better prepared 
for the natural disasters that inevi-
tably lie ahead. 

f 

IOWA CONCESSION STUDY 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a few moments to recog-
nize an innovative effort aimed at im-
proving youth nutrition that took 
place at Muscatine High School in 
Iowa. Communities across the country 
are focusing on ways to build health 
and wellness into everyday life—in 
schools, workplaces, or elsewhere in 
the community—and this is one excel-
lent example of just such an initiative. 

In a collaboration between the Uni-
versity of Iowa and the parent-led 
Muscatine booster club—‘‘Muskie 
Boosters’’—researchers and booster 
club members added new healthy items 
such as apples, carrots, granola bars, 
and grilled chicken to the concession 
stand’s menu during high school ath-
letic events. They didn’t stop there— 
they also modified the ingredients in 
other items to make them healthier. 
For example, they eliminated the use 
of trans fats in the nachos. These menu 
changes had one main goal: give the 
Muscatine High School community ac-
cess to fresh and healthy food, where 
previously only junk food could be 
found. 

And here is the really great news: 
The University of Iowa researchers who 
participated in this experiment found 
that selling healthier products had al-
most no impact on concession revenues 
and actually resulted in a slight in-
crease in sales per football game with 
the introduction of healthier items and 
ingredient changes. Sales of some new 
items increased with each game, and— 
no surprise—parents were more satis-
fied with the healthier foods than they 
were with the less healthy food op-
tions. 

The results of this study are further 
evidence that offering healthy food can 
be good for both our Nation’s physical 
and our Nation’s fiscal health. In fact, 
these results show us that selling 
healthier foods can actually increase 
profits and customer satisfaction. The 
study also provides an exemplary 
model of how academic institutions 
can work collaboratively with local 
communities to improve nutrition and 
health. 

Given the alarming rates of child-
hood obesity, it is more important 
than ever that we continue to find cre-
ative and innovative solutions to con-
front the obesity epidemic. I commend 
the Muskie Boosters, the University of 
Iowa researchers, and other study au-
thors who worked together to find in-
novative yet simple ways to improve 
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