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Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today, I 

would like to continue our journey 
throughout the vast 23rd District of 
Texas and talk about San Felipe Del 
Rio, known today as Del Rio, Texas. 

San Felipe Del Rio was founded by 
the Spaniards in the 1600s. In fact, 
local lore talks about the Spaniards of-
fering a mass there on St. Philip’s Day 
in 1635, hence the name San Felipe. 

When the local post office was estab-
lished in 1883, the name was condensed 
simply to Del Rio, in order to avoid 
confusion with San Felipe de Austin. 

Del Rio, from the onset, has been car-
ried forward by those with innovation 
and entrepreneurship in their blood, 
from the San Felipe Agricultural, Irri-
gation, and Manufacturing Company, 
which first harnessed the clear waters 
of the San Felipe Creek to satisfy the 
thirst of crops and a growing popu-
lation, to Julio’s Corn Chips, which 
went from a smalltown favorite now 
being mailed to Texans abroad who 
want a little taste of home. 

From the skies over war-torn Europe 
to protecting our border, Del Rio has a 
long history of military accomplish-
ment and continues to contribute to 
the safety and security of our Nation. 
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In 1942, during World War II, the War 
Department opened Laughlin Field as a 
training base to prepare pilots for high- 
risk missions over European skies. 

In 1962, U–2 high-altitude spy planes 
that played a critical role in the dis-
covery of Russian missiles hidden in 
Cuba were stationed at Laughlin Air 
Force Base in Del Rio. This action 
would eventually lead our Nation to 
having the resolve to win the Cold War. 

Through Laughlin Air Force Base, 
Del Rio continues its military tradi-
tion by training the greatest pilots in 
the world and serving as a base to 
those who guard our borders. 

Being a mix of Spanish and Mexican 
tradition, Del Rio is a cultural hub and 
an example of how in America many 
cultures can blend together to form 
something wonderful and exciting. 

In Del Rio, you can fill a day visiting 
a winery run by the Qualia family, 
which is the oldest winery in Texas; 
learn about regional history and see 
Judge Roy Bean’s grave at the White-
head Memorial Museum; or, you can 
catch an evening show by the 
Upstagers, Del Rio’s award-winning 
live theater group. 

In fact, if you like the outdoors, visit 
Seminole Canyon, not far from Del Rio, 
which has one of the largest collections 
of Indian pictographs found anywhere 
in the world. You can also visit Devils 
River, which is the last river in Texas 
still in its natural state. 

If you are a sports fan, there are 
plenty of sporting events to catch, such 
as Del Rio’s Mighty Ram football 
team, or the annual fishing tour-
nament held on Lake Amistad, which 
is an absolutely phenomenal lake and a 
national recreational area run by the 
National Park Service. 

So if you find yourself near Del Rio, 
I invite you to experience the culture, 
take a dip in the clear waters of the 
San Felipe Creek, or catch a theater 
show. And bring back a bag of Julio’s 
Corn Chips, which you are sure to 
enjoy. 
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BOKO HARAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. FRANKEL) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I just returned from a congressional 
delegation trip to Nigeria, which was 
both eye-opening and moving. 

Nigeria is a country of huge possibili-
ties. It is an oil rich nation, the largest 
in Africa, with a population that will 
surpass the United States by 2050. It is 
mired with corrupt political leaders 
and a weakened police and military, 
leading to a dire political climate of 
joblessness in the northeast and giving 
rise to a terrorist organization of most-
ly young men called Boko Haram. They 
burn schools, churches, mosques, and 
police stations. They rob, steal, kid-
nap, and murder innocent victims in 
their path. Their violence has resulted 
in the deaths of thousands in the last 
decade. 

Boko Haram’s most notorious activ-
ity, which was the focus of our trip, 
was the recent kidnapping of 270 inno-
cent girls attending school. These girls 
remain hidden—most likely scattered— 
and subjected to unimaginable crimes. 
This kidnapping received international 
attention for a short time, and then, 
like the girls, disappeared. 

While in Nigeria, we met with vic-
tims of Boko Haram, as well as polit-
ical, military, and civic leaders. We 
learned of the horrific suffering at the 
hands of Boko Haram and the inability 
of the corrupt Nigerian government, 
which is involved in a competitive up-
coming election, to stop this violence. 

Embedded in my mind are the young 
teen girls who told us harrowing sto-
ries of how they escaped Boko Haram 
terrorists while their friends, trag-
ically, remained behind. We met with a 
weeping father of one such girl. 

I will never forget the story of a 
young mother who witnessed Boko 
Haram decapitate her husband’s head 
and left her dying in the street with 
her throat slit. She survived phys-
ically, but has been left broken finan-
cially and, of course, psychologically. 

We spent time with a fusion team of 
Nigerian, U.S., British, and French 
military law enforcement put together 
to strategize the return of these girls. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, some quick obser-
vations of mine to a very complicated 
situation. 

As I have said before, some crimes 
against humanity are of the nature 
that knows no borders and require a re-
sponse no matter where you live in the 
world. The kidnapping of 270 girls is 
such a crime. It cannot be treated just 
as a flavor of the week that is soon for-
gotten. 

That is why the United States and 
the international community must 
continue to apply pressure to the Nige-
rian government to do all it can to ne-
gotiate the safe return of these young 
girls to their families. 

For those citizens who want to join 
this fight, I join my colleague FRED-
ERICA WILSON in asking people in this 
country and all over the world to tweet 
using #bringbackourgirls every day at 
9 a.m. 

During our trip, Mr. Speaker, we 
called upon—and we should continue to 
call upon—the Nigerian government to 
set up a relief fund for the victims and 
the families of Boko Haram for the fi-
nancial and medical care that they so 
need. 

The United States should continue 
our efforts with the fusion team and 
quickly respond to the team’s request 
for approval of a strategic plan. 

Of course, Mr. Speaker, we must con-
tinue to advise Nigerian authorities on 
the need for transparency and honesty 
and the need to deal with the economic 
plight of their people and urge a free 
and fair upcoming election. 

As I said from the start, Mr. Speaker, 
Nigeria is a nation of great possibili-
ties. It can one day be a giant eco-
nomic partner for the United States 
and her allies, or it can become a safe 
haven for terrorists. We can keep it on 
the right path by bringing those girls 
home. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 37 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 
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PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. We pause in 
Your presence and ask guidance for the 
men and women of the people’s House. 

On a day when voters in many States 
participate in congressional primaries, 
may Your spirit of wisdom be manifest 
among those who exercise their rights, 
rights for which so many struggled 50 
years ago to secure for all American 
citizens. 

Here in Washington, may all Mem-
bers realize that Your congregation is 
wider and broader than ever we could 
measure or determine. Help them, and 
help us, O Lord, to put away any judg-
ments that belong to You and do what 
we can to live together in peace. 
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