S4138

her future endeavors in the private sec-
tor.

I certainly wish you, Meredith, the
best in the future. You are a wonderful
person. You are kind, thoughtful, and
considerate always. You are never rude
to anyone. And the pressure that is on
each of you to do this yesterday, do it
right now, and do it sooner than you
are capable of doing it—you have al-
ways been polite and never rude to
anyone.

So I am grateful to you for your serv-
ice to the Senate and, in doing that,
your service to the country.

I note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

IMMIGRATION REFORM
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, one
year ago tomorrow, the Senate came
together to pass historic legislation to
reform our broken immigration sys-
tem. We did so with a strong bipartisan
vote and after weeks of exhaustive
work. The Border Security, Economic
Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act would unite families,
spur the economy, and help protect our
borders. Above all else, this historic
legislation would create an immigra-
tion system that is worthy of our
American values.

Today, our system does not reflect
the values we hold as a nation. It is
devastating that after 1 year, the
House has yet to pass desperately need-
ed immigration reform. The cost of in-
action is all around us, from the mil-
lions of workers who are forced to live
in the shadows without fully contrib-
uting to our economy, to the foreign-
born students who are taking their
skills overseas when they graduate in-
stead of investing their talents here, to
the uncertainty that continues to
plague our agricultural and dairy in-
dustries because of unstable work visa
programs. Families are being torn
apart by deportations, and visa appli-
cants around the world find themselves
stuck in limbo because of our lengthy
visa backlogs. However, nowhere is the
cost of inaction more evident than in
the faces of the young children sleeping
on cold floors in detention centers on
our border.
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The humanitarian crisis at the bor-
der is growing, and we have a moral
duty to address it. I was glad this body
came together last year to support my
bipartisan Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Reauthorization Act, which in-
cluded important new provisions to im-
prove the treatment of unaccompanied
children at our border. This vital legis-
lation, signed into law as part of the
Leahy-Crapo Violence Against Women
Reauthorization Act of 2013 provides
additional advocates and support for
the unaccompanied youngsters who
come to our border often fleeing vio-
lence and abuse in their country of ori-
gin. I was proud when the Republican-
controlled House voted overwhelm-
ingly to support these important pro-
tections for unaccompanied minors.
But they address just one piece of a
rapidly growing problem. To truly ad-
dress the crisis we are seeing today,
the Republican House must act to pass
bipartisan and comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

Those Republican critics who claim
we must first secure our border before
the House will vote on immigration re-
form should actually read the bipar-
tisan Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Moderniza-
tion Act that the Senate passed last
year. The bill would double the number
of Border Patrol agents and authorize
the completion of a 700-mile wall at the
southern border. This language was a
Republican demand during Senate con-
sideration of the legislation. While I
did not agree with it, I voted to author-
ize this so-called border surge because 1
supported the broader reform that
would do so much for the families and
DREAMers who contribute to the fab-
ric of this Nation. Border security
measures take up an entire title of the
legislation, allocating billions of dol-
lars to border security in addition to
the considerable expenditures already
authorized by existing law. Those
measures are reinforced by ‘‘triggers”
that must be satisfied before undocu-
mented individuals may apply for per-
manent residence under the bill. These
issues were hard-fought in the Senate,
and the result was legislation that dra-
matically reshaped the landscape for
border enforcement. So I say again,
those who claim we must secure our
border before passing immigration re-
form should look at the bill this Senate
passed with broad bipartisan support a
year ago.

Americans have seen too much inac-
tion in Washington. The issue before us
is too important to simply put off for
another time. Just as House Repub-
lican leaders set aside partisanship to
do what is right by passing the Leahy-
Crapo Violence Against Women Act,
they should again recognize that a ma-
jority of the Chamber supports passing
comprehensive immigration reform.
Immigration reform should not be held
back due to partisan caucus rules that
say only legislation supported by the
majority of Republicans can be consid-
ered. All Members, Democrats and Re-
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publicans, should have the courage to
vote. House Republican leaders cast
aside partisanship and showed their
courage last year by bringing the
Leahy-Crapo Violence Against Women
Act to the floor. They should do so
again today.

Legislating is about making tough
choices. It is not about standing on the
sidelines and complaining that this so-
lution is not perfect. It is about sup-
porting efforts that move this country
forward. The bipartisan legislation we
passed had the support of businesses,
community and faith leaders. It re-
ceived support from groups ranging
from the chamber of commerce and
Americans for Tax Reform to law en-
forcement, university presidents, civil
rights groups, and community advo-
cates. Voices from across the Nation
and the political spectrum came to-
gether in support of enacting long-
overdue reforms.

I have been privileged to serve in this
great body for nearly four decades be-
cause of the trust of the people of
Vermont. In my time here, I have rare-
ly seen such commitment to an issue
as I did last year to comprehensive im-
migration reform. What was initially a
proposal from the so-called Gang of 8
went through an extensive committee
and floor process to allow every Sen-
ator to offer their input. The result
was an historic bill supported by 68
Senators from both sides of the aisle. I
congratulate those Senators for their
hard work to pass this historic legisla-
tion. They share my belief that the sta-
tus quo is not an option. President
Obama, who has called the crisis at the
border an ‘‘urgent humanitarian situa-
tion,” knows that maintaining the sys-
tem we have in place today is not an
option. We need a long-term plan to ad-
dress the many problems in our immi-
gration system and to ensure that in
the future we have the tools to address
crises like the one we are seeing now.
That solution lies in passing the Sen-
ate immigration bill.

There is still time this year to ac-
complish meaningful and historic re-
form. I urge Republican leaders in the
House not to waste another day and to
bring up the bipartisan Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immi-
gration Modernization Act.

———

ECUADORAN AMAZON OIL
DRILLING

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I
wish to call attention to a recent deci-
sion by the Ecuadoran Government to
issue a permit for oil drilling in the
Yasuni reserve in the Amazon region.
This should raise alarm bells in the
international community for a number
of reasons.

It was not long ago that President
Correa was supporting a lawsuit
against Chevron, citing contamination
that resulted from oil exploration by
Texaco, the previous owner of the
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