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HONORING THE CARPENTER/ 
WALDEN FAMILY REUNION 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the Carpenter/Walden 
Family Reunion, and I ask that my colleagues 
join me in honoring this wonderful occasion. 
This reunion affirms the importance of family 
gatherings, drawing together relatives from At-
lanta and as far away as Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Baltimore, 
Washington, DC, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, and Virginia. They are continually reach-
ing out for more relatives to come from all 
parts of the United States to reunite for a 
weekend of activities to reconnect and cele-
brate the meaning of ‘‘Family.’’ 

The Carpenter family celebrates the mat-
rimonial union of Pason Carpenter (born 1828) 
to his wife, who predeceased him, and from 
this union, nine children were born and raised 
by his second wife, Henrietta. From this union, 
there have been at least 100 direct descend-
ants and hundreds of other relatives who bear 
the Surnames of Carpenter and Walden. We 
are the descendants of Pason Carpenter, 
whose son, Charlie Carpenter, bore a son 
named John H. Carpenter (who married Arie) 
and among 7 children, their grandfather, Willie 
Carpenter (who married Estelle Moody) and 
their 8 children were: Leroy, Florence, Naomi, 
Hawthorne, Georgetta, Willie Jr., Earl, and 
Curley. This reunion committee is largely com-
prised of the children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, and great great grandchildren 
of Leroy Carpenter. 

The Carpenter/Walden’s first reunion was 
started by Emma Shands, who hosted mass 
cook-outs in her backyard many years ago 
during the 1950s in Hopewell, Virginia. In July 
each year, all of the Carpenters and Waldens 
along with friends and relatives came. This 
‘‘cook-out’’ tradition still goes on today and 
serves as a traditional homecoming that takes 
place on the first Sunday of August and every-
one gathers in Virginia to celebrate. The Car-
penters and Waldens connect with family and 
friends and worship at Diamond Grove Baptist 
Church in Skippers, Virginia. One of the fam-
ily’s most senior members, Emma’s brother, 
Buddy Walden, has extended his efforts to link 
the family, and his research of the family roots 
entailed venturing from state to state. This tra-
dition prompts an inquiry at each reunion 
closeout for a family volunteer to host the next 
reunion held bi-annually in that family’s home-
town. This has been the Carpenter/Walden 
tradition for the past 10–20 years where hun-
dreds of relatives from all corners of the 
United States reunite for a weekend of activi-
ties, reconnecting, and celebrating. Youth filled 
with exuberance along with the elders sea-
soned by wisdom of years will unite because 
of this occasion. They honor Johnny Walden, 
the oldest of the family’s seasoned elders at 

the age of 90+, twins Jeff and Kaiser Car-
penter who are our Carpenter/Walden history/ 
storytellers, and the family now welcomes the 
youngest additions, Simone Carpenter and Je-
rome Goode, Jr. 

The Governor of the State of Georgia, Na-
than Deal, recognizes this momentous gath-
ering with a welcome letter and the host city 
of Stockbridge, GA, issued a proclamation to 
honor the Carpenter/Walden reunion. I ask 
that this great legislative body stand with me 
and add to these acknowledgements by hon-
oring the Carpenter and Walden families. I am 
proud to represent the Carpenter/Walden fam-
ily members who call the 13th Congressional 
District of Georgia home. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CATHOLIC CHAR-
ITIES DIOCESE OF MONTEREY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the Catholic Charities Diocese of Monterey. 
Established in 1984, Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Monterey is a faith-based, nonprofit 
social service agency providing aid to individ-
uals and families in the four California Central 
Coast counties of Monterey, Santa Cruz, San 
Benito, and San Luis Obispo. Formed with a 
mission to assist individuals and families of all 
backgrounds and beliefs by providing them 
with tools, training, and resources to help 
meet basic necessities for life, Catholic Char-
ities also provides information and referrals to 
social service agencies in each community it 
serves. 

The people of California’s Central Coast are 
fortunate to be served by this distinguished or-
ganization. Serving over 20,000 individuals an-
nually, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Monterey provides help and creates hope 
through its three core areas of service: Mental 
Health Counseling, Immigration and Citizen-
ship, and Family Supportive Services. By tak-
ing into account the whole person as well as 
the family and life situation, the organization 
takes a holistic approach to helping people 
change their lives, rise up out of poverty, and 
overcome the barriers to self-sufficiency. 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Monterey 
is affiliated with Catholic Charities USA, the 
nation’s largest social services network that 
serves more than seven million people each 
year. Catholic Charities Diocese of Monterey 
is dedicated to addressing the root causes of 
poverty and participates in the Campaign to 
Cut Poverty, part of a nationwide effort started 
by Catholic Charities USA, and collaboration 
with coalitions of community-based organiza-
tions, interfaith allies, government representa-
tives, and business leaders in the four coun-
ties of the Diocese of Monterey to cut poverty 
in half by 2020. 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Mon-
terey is one of the few non-profit organizations 

in the region that is certified by the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, which is the highest ad-
ministrative body responsible for recognizing 
and accrediting organizations that practice be-
fore the immigration courts. They provide guid-
ance for those who struggle in achieving law-
ful permanent residence status and those who 
wish to become citizens of our nation. Catholic 
Charities staff are a significant resource in our 
communities known for their experience in the 
processes of becoming legal residents and/or 
citizens. Staff ensures full and accurate assist-
ance for the current and ever growing, case-
load of 5,000 clients annually in addition to 
over 9,000 services for consultation, replace-
ment of legal permanent cards, work author-
ization renewal, applications for U.S. citizen-
ship and English translation of certificates of 
birth, marriage, divorce, death and adoption. 
In the fall of 2013, Catholic Charities Diocese 
of Monterey assisted 400 youth and young 
adults with the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals and work authorization applications. 
No doubt those numbers will continue to grow 
given the recent extension of the program. 
Catholic Charities is one of the few trusted or-
ganizations in our community and we are 
lucky to have them. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the whole House joins 
me in congratulating Catholic Charities Dio-
cese of Monterey on its 30th anniversary, and 
commend the organization for its many con-
tributions and quality of service to the public. 

f 

PASTOR DUONG KIM KHAI DUONG 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, since the 
early 1990s, Pastor Duong Kim Khai Duong 
has been detained or arrested thirteen times, 
usually for organizing prayer sessions. 

Most recently, he was arrested in August 
2010 for his efforts to advocate for religious 
freedom and social justice. The trumped up 
charge? Attempting to overthrow the govern-
ment. 

Following his arrest, it took over two months 
for authorities to tell his family where he was 
being detained. 

Now, he faces five years in prison followed 
by five years of house arrest. 

In 2011, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention ruled that the Vietnam government’s 
detention and conviction of Pastor Duong Kim 
Khai and six other activists were in violation of 
international law. 

But the State Department continues to ig-
nore the situation, refusing to include Vietnam 
as a Country of Particular Concern for reli-
gious freedom. 

Pastor Duong Kim Khai Duong looks for-
ward to the day he meets his Maker but that 
will be an awful day for the Communist gov-
ernment of Vietnam. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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RECOGNIZING THE TYLER JUNIOR 

COLLEGE APACHES’ NJCAA DIVI-
SION III WORLD SERIES CHAM-
PIONSHIP TITLE 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is indeed a 
great honor to extend most heartfelt congratu-
lations to the Tyler Junior College Apaches 
Baseball Team in completing an outstanding 
season which concluded with the team’s tri-
umph in the 2014 NJCAA Division III World 
Series baseball tournament. 

Through hard work and determination, the 
TJC Apaches defeated Cumberland County 
(New Jersey) Community College in front of a 
wildly enthusiastic crowd with a final score of 
6–3. 

In spite of a rain delay which lasted two and 
a half hours, hundreds of devoted fans re-
mained to cheer on the Apaches in a game 
which lasted until after midnight. 

The TJC Apaches made history for their 
school by bringing home the second national 
baseball championship title, and the fiftieth na-
tional championship for TJC since athletics 
was first organized back in the 1940s. 

The TJC Apaches exemplify what it means 
to work seamlessly as a team, with remark-
able victorious results. Their sportsmanship, 
humility, determination, hard work, and skill 
are to be commended, admired, and emu-
lated. 

The national championship team was led to 
victory by an outstanding coaching and admin-
istrative staff including: Head Baseball Coach 
Doug Wren; Assistant Coaches Travis Chick 
and Josh Salmon; Training Staff Eddy 
McGuire, Jeff Derrick, MacKenzie Stilwell, 
Daniel Garcia, and Martha Rascon; and Stu-
dent Support Staff consisting of Trenton 
Buchhorn, Talyn Callucci, and Chad 
Cunningham. 

Great praise goes to the team members 
Manny Galvan, Tim Hunter, Daniel Brown, 
Dusty Lynch, Gunnar Quick, Cody Broussard, 
Kevin Kubeczka, Collin Lawrence, Justin 
Monsour, Dynas Doud, Brandon Webb, Gar-
rett Johnston, Reid Russell, Kevin Williams, 
Anthony Soriano, Jarrett Dooley, Travis John-
son, Eric Polivka, Zane Otten, Will Abbott, Eric 
Stegent, Brandon Koncaba, Brent Ellerbee, 
Connor Wrye, Cody Brown, Kash Armstrong, 
Grant Freels, Jacob Hickman, Lane Norwood, 
and Tyler Gaines. 

Tyler Junior College has a rich history of 
academic and athletic achievement, and once 
again students and staff have risen to the pin-
nacle of success under the expert leadership 
of TJC President Dr. L. Michael Metke; Ath-
letic Director Dr. Tim Drain; Assistant Athletic 
Director Chuck Smith; and Vice President of 
Student Affairs Dr. Juan Mejia. 

Accolades must also be given to the play-
ers’ families and the entire community of sup-
porters who reside in east Texas and beyond, 
who embraced the warrior spirit for which the 
team was named. Without these devoted fans’ 
support and encouragement, the Apaches’ 
road to yet another national championship 
would have been much more difficult. 

It is with great pride that I join the constitu-
ents of the First District of Texas in congratu-
lating the players and athletic staff of the 2014 
NJCAA Division III World Series National 
Champions, the TJC Apaches Baseball Team. 
Their legacy is now recorded in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD that will endure as long as 
there is a United States of America. 

f 

HONORING MS. FRANCES DUNHAM 
CATLETT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary life of Ms. 
Frances Dunham Catlett. Known throughout 
the Bay Area as a writer, painter, social work-
er, poet and devoted mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother and great-great grand-
mother, Ms. Catlett has left an indelible mark 
on our community. With her passing on April 
22, 2014, we look to the outstanding quality of 
her life’s work. 

Born on July 3, 1908 in Hartford, Con-
necticut, Ms. Frances Dunham Catlett was 
raised with an acute awareness of slavery in 
America. Her mother was formerly enslaved 
and her father was the son of a white slave 
trader. As the youngest of ten siblings, Ms. 
Catlett always proved to be an excellent stu-
dent. Graduating high school in 1926, she re-
ceived a four-year scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Chicago. 

In 1945, Ms. Catlett and her two sons, Kaye 
Lawrence and Michael Andrew, moved to San 
Francisco, where she worked at the Welfare 
Department. Breaking racial barriers, she was 
known as one of the first African American so-
cial workers in San Francisco. In addition, she 
later enrolled in Mills College and was one of 
the first African Americans to earn a graduate 
degree from that university. Ms. Catlett went 
on to teach social welfare at California State 
University, Sacramento. 

After moving to Berkeley, California, Ms. 
Frances Dunham Catlett enrolled in an art 
class at the de Young Museum in San Fran-
cisco and discovered her love of painting. Her 
artwork was showcased at the Oakland Mu-
seum of California and other galleries in Oak-
land and San Francisco. 

In addition, she published her third person 
autobiography in a compilation of stories enti-
tled ‘‘Black Women Stirring the Waters.’’ Her 
entry, ‘‘Soft Colors, Bold Statements,’’ ac-
knowledged the strong role her family and 
supportive church community played in her 
success in life. 

Ms. Frances Dunham Catlett was an inspi-
ration to many African American women. At 
the age of 103, Carolyn Schlam painted Ms. 
Catlett’s portrait to share her character and life 
story with others. This portrait, ‘‘Frances at 
103,’’ was displayed in the National Portrait 
Gallery of the Smithsonian Institute in Wash-
ington, DC and will move to the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture 
when it opens in 2015. 

With an adventurous spirit, Ms. Catlett trav-
eled extensively, hiked with the Sierra Club, 

did Tai Chi into her 90’s and bowled and 
painted until she was 102. She was featured 
as one of six women in the documentary ‘‘Still 
Kicking: Six Artistic Women of Project Arts & 
Longevity,’’ which challenged the perception 
and attitudes about aging. She was truly a 
woman for all seasons. 

Several years ago, I visited Frances at her 
apartment in Berkeley. We talked about many 
things, including politics and art. She showed 
me many of her beautiful paintings, which in-
spired me to purchase one and hang in my of-
fice for my constituents to admire. This paint-
ing is a reminder of her artistic genius, her 
lively and beautiful spirit and her big heart. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors an outstanding indi-
vidual, Ms. Frances Dunham Catlett. Ms. 
Catlett’s contributions have truly impacted so 
many lives throughout the Bay Area. I join all 
of Frances’ loved ones in celebrating her in-
credible life. She will be deeply missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE EMPLOYEES OF 
THE BABCOCK & WILCOX COM-
PANY 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, nothing is 
more important to our Nation’s security than 
its nuclear deterrent. And yet, most of us give 
little thought to the care, attention, and exper-
tise required to keep these aging machines 
safe, secure, and reliable. 

It is my honor to represent a substantial 
number of the people who make sure that our 
nuclear deterrent can be trusted. Those who 
work at the Pantex Plant near Amarillo cannot 
talk much about their work because it is clas-
sified, but every day they do extraordinary 
work that is central to keeping our country 
safe. 

For the last 13 years, the management 
team at the Pantex Plant, as well as the Y– 
12 facility in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, has been 
led by the Babcock & Wilcox (B&W) Com-
pany. In my view—and it is proven by their 
record—B&W has done an outstanding job of 
managing these very important facilities under 
quite difficult circumstances. 

With tight or declining budgets and constant 
demands to find ways to cut costs yet having 
no room for error in carrying out the mission, 
B&W has helped ensure that workers were 
safe, that the weapons and material were se-
cure, and that our Nation’s security was pro-
tected. At Pantex, they received a number of 
awards for worker safety, security certification, 
and outstanding performance. 

All along, B&W also supported the commu-
nity by donating more than half a million dol-
lars annually to worthwhile charities and 
causes. 

Usually, when we hear about government 
contractors, it is when something has gone 
wrong. Mr. Speaker, I think it is important to 
take a moment to recognize more than a dec-
ade of contributions to our Nation’s security at 
these key facilities. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:48 Jul 09, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K08JY8.004 E08JYPT1tja
m

es
@

gp
o.

go
v 

on
 D

S
K

5V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1113 July 8, 2014 
RECOGNIZING APRIL AS NATIONAL 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
MONTH 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, for nearly 
two decades, one of my primary missions in 
Congress has been a simple one—to make 
our federal government a better partner to our 
local communities. Specifically, I believe we 
need to focus on making our families safer, 
healthier, and more economically secure by 
dealing with low-tech, high-impact, inexpen-
sive solutions to some of society’s most ex-
pensive problems. In many instances that 
means making the communities that our land-
scape architects know how to create, a reality. 
As an honorary member of the American Soci-
ety of Landscape Architects, and humble re-
cipient of the Olmsted Medal, it’s an honor to 
highlight the importance of National Land-
scape Architecture Month and the many men 
and women who carry out this critical and vi-
sionary work. 

National Landscape Architecture Month 
(NLAM) provides all of us—the professionals, 
the outside advocates like myself, and future 
designers—with an opportunity to more fully 
appreciate landscape architecture’s benefits 
and contributions. In recognition of NLAM, I 
would like to highlight the landscape architec-
ture profession and how landscape architects 
utilize design to make our lives not only better 
and more enjoyable by creating engaging pub-
lic spaces, but also more secure by creating 
efficient, cost-effective infrastructure solutions. 
Landscape architecture connects the analysis, 
planning, design, management, and steward-
ship of the natural and built environments 
through science and design. The presence of 
the American Society of Landscape Architects 
(ASLA) and landscape architect professionals 
in our communities has always been positive, 
and as the desire for livable spaces grows and 
the natural environment continues to get 
squeezed by increased urbanization, this pro-
fession will get significantly more attention. 

During the month of April, landscape archi-
tects in my hometown of Portland, Oregon and 
across the country held public events show-
casing the work of the profession that directly 
engage the public through local projects, 
speaking engagements, and in-school presen-
tations. This year’s theme, Career Discovery, 
introduced young people to landscape archi-
tecture as a possible career path and focused 
on introducing underrepresented minorities to 
the profession, illustrating the fundamentals of 
landscape architecture and design, and dem-
onstrating how the profession can unlock 
human creativity and imagination to develop 
sustainable, livable spaces in communities 
across the Nation. 

In addition to beautifying and making our 
communities more livable, in which people can 
walk, bike, or take public transportation, land-
scape architecture is a critical tool for miti-
gating greenhouse gas emissions and re-
sponding to the effects of climate change and 
extreme weather events. The field is also 
making new strides to improve America’s 
aging transportation infrastructure. Landscape 
architects are now incorporating multiuse 
transportation corridors that accommodate all 

users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motor-
ists, people with disabilities, and people who 
rely on public transportation. 

Landscape architecture also touches our ev-
eryday lives in the design of residential com-
munities, commercial developments, and 
streetscapes. Landscape architects manage 
storm water and other water quality issues 
through green infrastructure practices—reduc-
ing runoff, improving water quality, and re-
charging groundwater supplies. The use of 
trees and vegetation in urban design are crit-
ical to a sustainable environment, and are 
major combatants to ground and water pollu-
tion. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing National Landscape Architecture Month 
and the contributions landscape architects are 
making to transform our aging infrastructure 
into well-planned communities across the Na-
tion. Every day, these well-qualified, licensed 
professionals continue to lead the way in im-
proving the lives and safety of the American 
people for generations, both present and fu-
ture. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DENNIS BOUCHER 
2014 PAUL BUNYAN ‘‘SERVICE 
ABOVE SELF’’ AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, on ‘‘National Paul 
Bunyan Day,’’ it is fitting to announce the in-
credibly deserving winner of the 2014 Paul 
Bunyan ‘‘Service Above Self’’ Award. Wiscon-
sin’s 7th District is home to the final resting 
place of Paul Bunyan, but the legend of this 
larger-than-life lumberjack is alive and well. 
Paul Bunyan is a symbol of might, the willing-
ness to work hard, and the resolve to over-
come all obstacles. This year’s Paul Bunyan 
‘‘Service Above Self’’ Award winner is Dennis 
Boucher of Marshfield. He embodies the larg-
er-than-life spirit of Paul Bunyan and has gone 
above and beyond to improve our 7th District 
community. 

Rural homelessness is a prevalent issue in 
our area. About 2 years ago, a group of com-
munity leaders, including Dennis, got together 
to brainstorm ways to address this issue. Dis-
cussions led to the local St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, which had a plot of land available that 
could be used to build transitional housing. 

Dennis took up the mighty challenge of 
leading the effort to establish a transition 
housing facility for those in need in Marshfield. 

According to his nominator, ‘‘From the mo-
ment of his involvement, Dennis has never 
wavered. He has, with quiet confidence and 
supreme faith, pushed the project forward 
such that today there is a fourteen apartment 
family homeless shelter in Marshfield. Cur-
rently, there are nine families housed there; 
soon to be eleven. 

‘‘Dennis has spent hours as a volunteer, 
charitable donation coordinator, construction 
worker, janitor, cook, and now as a volunteer 
to provide oversight to the shelter as we build 
a base of volunteers and paid staff to assure 
24/7 supervision of the facility. There is no 
task too big or too small for Dennis to address 
with all of his energy. Dennis Boucher’s im-
pact on our community will continue for years 
to come.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize 
this honorable man. On behalf of this body 
and my constituents, I’d offer to Dennis our 
congratulations and thanks for his invaluable 
commitment to our community and the people 
we strive to serve. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. HARRY C. 
MCCANN ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, on the oc-
casion of the retirement of Harry C. McCann, 
Bucks County Director of Law Enforcement 
Training, I acknowledge his 25 years of exem-
plary service and commitment to the County of 
Bucks and his many contributions as an edu-
cator of municipal police officers and adminis-
tration of justice students. As director, he de-
veloped, coordinated, and implemented train-
ing programs for more than 800 law enforce-
ment officers in Bucks County’s 42 out-
standing police departments. These officers 
went on to save countless lives in South-
eastern Pennsylvania—a lasting legacy well 
beyond his own retirement. Harry served as 
project manager for the county’s DUI and ex-
pansive highway safety programs and was re-
sponsible for oversight of the Bucks County 
Department of Corrections In-Service and Cor-
rectional Academy programs. In wearing many 
hats, Harry McCann has demonstrated tireless 
service and leadership and, in so doing, has 
set an example for others who may follow in 
his path. I wish him happiness and continued 
success in all his future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DIANA POTEAT STAL-
LINGS HOBBY: SCHOLAR, PHI-
LANTHROPIST, PUBLIC SERVANT 
AND PATRON OF THE ARTS AND 
HUMANITIES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute and remember the late Diana 
Hobby, wife of former Texas Lt. Governor Wil-
liam P. Hobby, Jr. and one of the most ac-
complished and public spirited women in the 
history of the great State of Texas. 

Diana Hobby died on Friday, July 4, 2014, 
in Houston, Texas after a long struggle with 
Alzheimer’s disease and cancer, with her be-
loved husband and four children at her bed-
side. 

Diana Poteat Stallings Hobby, was born 
April 22, 1931, in New York, New York to 
Helen Poteat and Laurence Tucker Stallings 
and raised in North Carolina. 

She was a brilliant student, graduating from 
the Chatham Hall School in 1948 and with 
honors from Radcliffe College in 1952 where 
she was also admitted to Phi Beta Kappa—the 
oldest honor society for Liberal Arts and 
Sciences in the United States. 

On September 11, 1954, she married the 
love of her life, the dashing William P. ‘‘Bill’’ 
Hobby, the future Lt. Governor of Texas, who 
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was then an ensign in the U.S. Navy, and 
moved to his duty station in Washington, DC. 

The young couple lived in Washington until 
1957 during which time Diana earned an M.A. 
in English Literature from Georgetown Univer-
sity and worked for the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

In 1957, the couple moved to Houston, 
Texas, when Bill’s father, former Texas Gov-
ernor William P. Hobby, Sr., fell into declining 
health, necessitating Bill Jr. to assume mana-
gerial control of his publication, the ‘‘Houston 
Post.’’ 

Diana Hobby supported and helped her hus-
band greatly during this time, serving as the 
book editor of the Houston Post from 1957 to 
1971. 

While in Houston, Diana Hobby earned her 
Ph.D. in English Literature from Rice Univer-
sity and served as Associate Editor of Studies 
in English Literature from 1979 until her retire-
ment in 1991. 

Diana Hobby, a noted scholar of the great 
Irish poet, William Butler Yeats, had a great 
passion for the English language and lit-
erature. She was a lifelong supporter of librar-
ies and the humanities in Texas. 

Diana Hobby also served on the board of di-
rectors for many organizations such as St. 
John’s School, Memorial Park Conservancy, 
Friends of Hermann Park, Harry Ransom Cen-
ter, Texas Institute of Letters, Chihuahuan 
Desert Research Institute in Alpine, and the 
Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts 
in Virginia. 

Diana Hobby was also passionate about 
natural beauty and environment conservation. 
She was a founding member for the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center and served on the 
selection committee for the Johnson Highway 
Beautification Awards. 

Diana Hobby is survived by her husband of 
60 years, William P. Hobby, Jr.; their four chil-
dren Laura, Paul, Andrew and Kate; and many 
grandchildren. 

Together with her husband, Lt. Governor 
William P. Hobby, Jr., Diana has truly left a 
legacy of excellence in education, in the arts, 
and in literature that continue to yield benefits 
to the Houston community and the State of 
Texas. 

I ask that the House observe a moment of 
silence in memory of my friend, Diana Poteat 
Stallings Hobby, one of the great ladies in the 
history of Texas. 

f 

COMMEMORATING CLIFTON 
SORENSON’S 14 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE AT THE EAU CLAIRE COUN-
TY VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today to honor Clifton Sorenson’s service as 
Eau Claire County’s Veterans Service Officer. 
Clifton is a native Wisconsinite from the Chip-
pewa Valley area. After high school, he at-
tended the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, 
majoring in Business Administration, before 
entering the U.S. Air Force. He served honor-
ably in the USAF at four bases in the United 
States and two bases in the Republic of Viet-
nam. 

Clifton devoted much of his time to caring 
for veterans. For four years before joining the 
Wisconsin Department of Veteran Affairs in 
Madison, Wisconsin, Clifton served as the 
Barron County Veterans Service Officer. There 
he provided veterans counseling and informa-
tion for medical, education, and housing bene-
fits—striving to assist veterans and their fami-
lies in any way possible. Additionally, he 
began a special and continuing interest in 
serving the aging, homeless, and incarcerated 
veterans. Clifton would continue those added 
duties for over two decades. 

Since 2000, Clifton has served as Eau 
Claire County’s Veterans Service Officer, 
counseling veterans, active servicemembers, 
dependents, and survivors of veterans on ben-
efits available. As an advocate, he worked ex-
tensively with other veterans’ service offices, 
veterans’ service organizations, and civic or-
ganizations in an effort to provide the best 
service possible to veterans in the Chippewa 
Valley and throughout the State of Wisconsin. 
Clifton is a member of numerous service and 
professional organizations, including the Amer-
ican Legion and the National Coalition for 
Homeless veterans. 

Clifton served on the Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation and Hospital Committees at the 
department level. On the national level he 
served as Vice Chairman of the National For-
eign Relations Council and is a member of the 
National Legislative Council. He has been 
awarded the National Homeless Veterans Out-
reach Award and a National Certificate of Ap-
preciation for his assistance to the homeless 
veteran population. 

It is with great pride that I rise today to rec-
ognize Clifton for his years of service to the 
men and women of our armed services and 
their families, and I congratulate him on his re-
tirement after 14 years of service at the Eau 
Claire County Veterans Service Office. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SPENCER HAIK 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Glendale High School senior Spencer 
Haik for being the first Class 4 athlete to win 
the 1,600-meter run state title three years in a 
row. 

Spencer led the race from start to finish and 
finished a full two seconds ahead of the com-
petition. Spencer finished with a personal best 
time of 4 minutes, 9.41 seconds. He also won 
the 3,200-meter state championship. 

Furthermore, I want to congratulate Spencer 
on his win at the Nike Festival of Miles in St. 
Louis on June 5. His time was 4:04.55, which 
is to date the second fastest 1600-meter in the 
Nation this year. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to Spencer’s coaches, Ron 
Hamilton and Jeff Berryessa, for their dedica-
tion and leadership. 

I wish Spencer the best as he continues his 
track career at Columbia University. 

I am honored to recognize Spencer Haik for 
his Class 4 State Championship in both the 
1,600 and 3,200-meter runs. 

CONGRATULATING CHRISTOPHER 
MURPHY OF MURPHY’S AUTO 
BODY SHOP 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating Christopher Murphy of Mur-
phy’s Auto Body Shop, the recipient of my 
2014 D.C. Small Business of the Year award. 
The award is given each year to an out-
standing D.C. small business at my annual 
Small Business Fair. I commend Murphy’s 
Auto Body Shop for its accomplishments and 
service to our city. 

Murphy’s Auto Body Shop is a family and 
minority owned small business located in 
Ward 8. During its time in the District, Mur-
phy’s Auto Body Shop has grown to become 
one of the largest auto repair facilities in the 
national capital region. The business prides 
itself on quality craftsmanship, integrity and 
customer service. The business has 28 highly 
skilled, well-trained technicians and support 
staff, who are known for honesty, integrity and 
customer service. Murphy’s understands the 
importance of reliability, timeliness, and hard 
work. 

Christopher Murphy opened Murphy’s Auto 
Body Shop in 1993 in Forestville, Maryland 
along with his father and a small staff. In 
1997, Christopher Murphy, a lifelong resident 
of Ward 7, moved his burgeoning auto body 
shop to his hometown of the District of Colum-
bia—where it remains to this day. 

We are particularly proud that Murphy’s 
Auto Body Shop established itself at an acces-
sible location in the heart of a neighborhood 
east of the Anacostia River. Yet it has at-
tracted official affiliations with multiple insur-
ance companies and towing services. Mur-
phy’s also has performed work in the District 
of Columbia and the region for government 
agencies, such as the General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA), the Federal Protective 
Service (FPS), the D.C. Fire and Emergency 
Medical Services Department, the D.C. De-
partment of Public Works, and Potomac Jobs 
Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Christopher 
Murphy and Murphy’s Auto Body Shop as this 
year’s recipient of the 2014 D.C. Small Busi-
ness of the Year award. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I was unavoidably detained on June 
27th and missed roll Nos. 360 through 368. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on roll Nos. 361, 362, 363, 364, 366, and 367. 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll Nos. 360, 
365, and 368. 
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SALUTE TO MR. RICHARD A. 

ENNIS 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
moment to salute the career accomplishments 
and community service of Mr. Richard A. 
Ennis on the occasion of his retirement as the 
Executive Director of the Melbourne Inter-
national Airport, a position which he has held 
for the past nine years. 

Our community credits an increase in tour-
ism and airline traffic to Richard’s tireless work 
and advocacy for our airport. He is noted for 
positioning Melbourne International Airport as 
a prime location for the aviation and the aero-
space industry. Due to his strategic plans, the 
airport is now one of the world’s fastest grow-
ing aviation and aerospace manufacturing and 
maintenance hubs. 

Our economy has been positively impacted 
by Richard’s efforts to increase the airport’s 
capital improvements by more than $150 mil-
lion which has led to the expansion of new 
manufacturing and maintenance facilities and 
resulted in the creation of hundreds of new 
jobs. 

Richard’s community service includes serv-
ing as the Chairman of the Babcock Street 
Community Redevelopment Agency Advisory 
Committee. 

I also commend Richard’s service to the 
United States Air Force from 1966 to 1970. 

Richard holds a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Forestry which he earned while attending 
the University of Florida. He also attained a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting 
from Rollins College. 

Previously Richard was employed with 
Hoyman, Dobson & Company in 1982 where 
he audited the City of Melbourne and Mel-
bourne International Airport’s records for two 
years. He then served as the Assistant Fi-
nance Director with the City of Melbourne in 
January 1984 and served as the Deputy Di-
rector of Finance and Administration with the 
Melbourne International Airport in 1992. 

Mr. Ennis received his national certification 
as a Certified Public Finance Officer in 2001 
and assumed additional duties of Deputy Di-
rector of Finance and Administration and Op-
erations. 

Richard was promoted to interim Executive 
Director of the Melbourne International Airport 
in February 2005 and officially became the Ex-
ecutive Director on August 17, 2005. 

I urge my Colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Richard A. Ennis for his dedication 
to our community and his exceptional service 
to our nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BROOK HILL 
BOYS VARSITY GOLF TEAM AS 
2014 STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is an es-
teemed honor to recognize and congratulate 
the Brook Hill Boys Varsity Golf Team on cap-

turing the top title as TAPPS AAA Texas State 
Champions for 2014. 

The Brook Hill Boys Golf Team overcame a 
seven stroke deficit entering the second and 
final round at the course of Clear Creek in 
Killeen, Texas, to ultimately win the TAPPS 
AAA State Golf Championship for the second 
year in a row by twenty strokes over second 
place Midland Trinity. 

The talented athletes at Brook Hill have 
brought home numerous championship titles 
to east Texas over the years, including the 
State AAA Golf Championship in 2010, 2011, 
2013 and 2014 under the experienced and 
skillful leadership of Head Coach Tim Moore 
along with the unwavering support of Athletic 
Director Wally Dawkins and Headmaster Rod 
Fletcher. 

Senior Team Captain Jeffrey Yeager led the 
way to the championship crown, shooting a 
169, ranking him as the 4th place medalist. 
Sophomore Nutchapon Pattamakijsakul was 
the 7th place medalist, shooting a 171. 

Brook Hill varsity team members also in-
cluded Matt Webb—182, Brooks Garner—178, 
Austin Savage—184, and Jacob Yeager—al-
ternate. 

It is a great privilege to extend my enthusi-
astic and most sincere congratulations to the 
2014 TAPPS Division III State Golf Cham-
pions, as their back to back championship leg-
acy is now recorded in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD that will endure as long as there is a 
United States of America. 

f 

CONGRATULATING OUR NEW 
CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate the individuals who took 
their oath of citizenship on July 4, 2014. In 
true patriotic fashion, on the day of our great 
Nation’s celebration of independence, a natu-
ralization ceremony took place, welcoming 
new citizens of the United States of America. 
This memorable occasion, coordinated by the 
League of Women Voters of the Calumet Area 
and presided over by Magistrate Judge An-
drew Rodovich, was held at The Pavilion at 
Wolf Lake in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. The oath ceremony was a shining exam-
ple of what is so great about the United States 
of America—that people from all over the 
world can come together and unite as mem-
bers of a free, democratic nation. These indi-
viduals realize that nowhere else in the world 
offers a better opportunity for success than 
here in America. 

On July 4, 2014, the following people, rep-
resenting many nations throughout the world, 
took their oaths of citizenship in Hammond, In-
diana: Lucy Lucia Griffith, Susete Margarida 
Psimos, Ricarda Kurzinski, Salma Mardi, 
Sulka Tyagi, Andrija Cesljarev, Mira Cesljarev, 
Juana Cruz Lopez, Teodoro Obien Abadilla, 
Daliborka Nonkovic, Maria Del Rosari Gon-
zalez Carrillo, Tyson Francis, Irene Garcia 

Garcia, Ilija Trajanoski, Jagoda Markovska, 
Mary Ugonwa Hardin, Daniel Lodewikus 
Smith, Sophia Johanna Ca Smith, Alma Delia 
Torres De Gonzalez, Toni Kitevski, Jefferson 
Marcos Caldeira, Esther Mukabacondo, 
Alejandro Escobedo Roman, Majid Latif, Xuan 
Loc Thi Hoang, Paulina Joanna Jagodzinska, 
Ivy Mwansa Chirwa Cox, Philip Papai Muturi, 
Maria Soledad Araos De La Fuente, Manuel 
Garza, Hector Javier Balza Medina, 
Wladyslawa Skauba, John Munene Njiru, 
Rosendo Hernandez Fierros, Noreen 
Nothando Ncube, Dolores Irene De Santiago 
Martinez, Dmitri Valentinov Boulanov, 
Haralambos Nikolaos Kladis, Meilute Ona 
Zinkus, Severo Ramirez Madera, Tatiana 
Silvia Sanjines Del Llano, Danica Rnic, Ja-
nette Atillo Jasmin-Wallace, Ana Ma Galicia 
Reyes, Angelica Maria Saucedo De La Cruz, 
Ma Teresa Valdovinos, Gerald Joseph Oblina 
Rinon, Darshan Lal Wadhwa, and Mustafa 
Musleh. 

Though each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by 
the people, and for the people.’’ They realize 
that the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Bill of Rights, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals, who became 
citizens of the United States of America on 
July 4, 2014, the day of our Nation’s inde-
pendence. They, too, are American citizens, 
and they, too, are guaranteed the inalienable 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. We, as a free and democratic nation, 
congratulate them and welcome them. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,586,595,427,577.23. We’ve 
added $6,959,718,378,664.15 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

FAREWELL TO AMBASSADOR 
TATOUL MARKARIAN 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
say a bittersweet farewell to Tatoul Markarian, 
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Armenia’s long-serving Ambassador to the 
United States and a man with whom I have 
had the pleasure of working for much of the 
past decade, since his appointment as Am-
bassador to the United States in March 2005. 

The last nine years have been challenging 
ones for Armenia. Turkey and Azerbaijan have 
continued their campaign to isolate Armenia 
diplomatically and economically, even as the 
country has worked to move forward on the 
path to full democracy, while also seeking to 
develop its economy and bring needed serv-
ices and opportunity to the people of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. I have been proud to work with Am-
bassador Markarian and his team at the em-
bassy on these and many other challenging 
issues, including recognition of the Armenian 
Genocide by the United States Congress, and 
on behalf of the tens of thousands of Arme-
nian-Americans in my district, I wish him all 
the best as he takes up his position in Brus-
sels as Armenia’s Ambassador to the Euro-
pean Union. 

Prior to taking up his post in Washington, 
Ambassador Markarian served as Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia since June 
2000. In that capacity, his responsibilities in-
cluded the Ministry’s Departments of Politico- 
Military Affairs; International Organizations; 
CIS Countries; and Asia-Pacific and Africa. He 
was also the Armenian coordinator for the 
U.S.-Armenia Strategic Dialogue as well as 
the NATO-Armenia Political-Military Dialogue. 
In 2002–2004, Ambassador Markarian was 
also Special Representative of the President 
of Armenia for Nagorno Karabakh negotia-
tions. In 1999–2000, he served as Advisor to 
Foreign Minister. 

The United States has had a great friend in 
Ambassador Markarian and the U.S.-Armenian 
relationship has been greatly strengthened by 
his work here. 

f 

HONORING THE FRENCH LAUNDRY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor The French Laundry, a 
renowned fine-dining restaurant in Yountville, 
California, as it celebrates twenty years of 
service on July 6th. Since its opening, The 
French Laundry has consistently served diners 
only the most delectable, high-quality and in-
ventive dishes. This exemplary establishment 
certainly deserves to be recognized and hon-
ored today. 

Under the leadership of Chef Thomas Kel-
ler, The French Laundry has earned world- 
wide acclaim. By September 1994, Michael 
Bauer of the San Francisco Chronicle award-
ed The French Laundry a four-star rating. 
Since then, The French Laundry has contin-
ued to receive awards and recognition at an 
impressive pace. The French Laundry has 
earned a 3-star rating from the Michelin Guide 
every year since 2007. Wine Spectator has 
bestowed its Grand Award upon The French 
Laundry for seven consecutive years. The res-
taurant has been named as one of the ‘‘Top 
100 Bay Area Restaurants’’ by the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle in addition to being ranked #1 

in ‘‘The World’s 50 Best Restaurants’’ by Res-
taurant Magazine. And this just to name a few 
of The French Laundry’s impressive acco-
lades. 

Mr. Speaker, The French Laundry has con-
tributed to, if not defined, Napa Valley’s tradi-
tion of, and reputation for, fine dining. On be-
half of a grateful district, I thank Chef Thomas 
Keller and his entire staff for their unwavering 
dedication, passion and creativity. 

f 

HONORING MARY KASTEN 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mary Kasten who is receiving 
the Southeast Missourian ‘‘Spirit of American 
Award’’ in recognition of her outstanding serv-
ice to the community of Cape Girardeau and 
the state of Missouri. 

Mary’s service expands from God, family, 
country and her fellow man. She volunteered 
much of her time as a Sunday school teacher 
and choir member in the St. Andrew’s Lu-
theran Church. Mary also served as a member 
of the Cape Girardeau School Board and held 
various offices on the board for 20 years. 
Mary continued to be dedicated to education 
by serving on the Board of Regents at South-
east Missouri State University, her alma 
mater. Mary also served in the Missouri Gen-
eral Assembly for nearly 20 years where she 
represented her family, friends and neighbors 
with distinction. 

One of Mary’s greatest works for others was 
the beginning of the Cape Girardeau Commu-
nity Caring Council. Her vision of this program 
began in Southern Missouri and is now being 
replicated in the rest of the State and nation-
wide. 

If anyone deserves the ‘‘Spirit of American 
Award’’ it would be Mary Kasten. I applaud 
her for her achievements and service. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DAVID K. PAGE 
AND HIS PASSIONATE PURSUIT 
OF BUILDING A STRONGER 
GREATER DETROIT COMMUNITY 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today with profound sadness to mark the 
passing of an incredible leader in the Greater 
Detroit community and a dear friend to my 
family, David Page. 

From early in life, David charted a course of 
excellence—graduating with a Bachelor’s De-
gree from Dartmouth College and a Juris Doc-
torate from Harvard Law School. In addition to 
these degrees, he studied at the London 
School of Economics as a Fulbright Scholar. 

At Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn 
LLP, where David worked for more than 50 
years, he brought his considerable talents to 
bear in the field of law. While there, David de-

veloped a reputation of tireless service to his 
clients and a commitment to providing excel-
lent counsel. 

While David’s legal career came into focus, 
he became an active leader in the Greater De-
troit community, where he was a force in the 
effort to revitalize the region. Throughout his 
decades of loyal service to the community, 
David served on the boards of many commu-
nity organizations that have improved the 
quality of life for the residents of Southeast 
Michigan. The boards he served on included: 
the Detroit Zoological Society, City Year De-
troit and the Detroit Chamber Music Society. 
David was a founding trustee of the Commu-
nity Foundation for Southeast Michigan and 
was directly engaged in the efforts that led to 
the creation of endowments that will power the 
work of future generations of community orga-
nizations in the Greater Detroit region. As a 
committed leader of the Jewish community, 
David served as president of the Jewish Fund, 
the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit, 
and Temple Beth El. David also served as 
chair of the board of the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan Foundation and as chairman of the 
hospital’s board for almost a decade of his 
more than 40 years of tenure with that organi-
zation. 

While David provided invaluable leadership 
to many organizations in Southeast Michigan 
and helped empower them to magnify their im-
pact, one of his most satisfying endeavors 
was his work with the Detroit Riverfront Con-
servancy, where he served as vice chair of the 
board. With a prominent view of the Detroit 
River from his office, David leveraged his posi-
tion as vice chair and trustee of the Kresge 
Foundation to build the public-private partner-
ship that would become the Conservancy, 
which is transforming the Detroit riverfront. 
With a focus on a 5.5 mile stretch of riverfront 
between Belle Isle and the Ambassador 
Bridge, the Conservancy has realized the revi-
talization of Gabriel Richard Park, Rivard 
Plaza, and the Dequindre Cut greenway link-
ing Eastern Market to the riverfront and one of 
Michigan’s crown jewels, William G. Milliken 
State Park and Harbor—the first urban state 
park in Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, over the years my wife, Col-
leen, and I have been so fortunate to work 
with David and share many warm memories 
with him and his family. All of us who have 
had the fortune to know him will greatly miss 
his leadership and indomitable spirit. David’s 
passion for helping others was rivaled only by 
his passion for his family, and my thoughts are 
with his loving wife, Andrea, their children: 
Jason, Mark and Sarah, and their grand-
children during this difficult time. However, 
even amidst the sadness, there is so much 
from which David’s family may take solace— 
a legacy of dedicated service toward building 
a brighter future for the Greater Detroit region, 
which continues to impact the lives of so many 
across our community. I am confident his leg-
acy will be a beacon that continues to inspire 
not only those of us who currently seek to 
strengthen and revitalize the Southeast Michi-
gan region, but to future generations of lead-
ers and community activists as well. 
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IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 4812 ‘‘HONOR 

FLIGHT ACT’’ 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee and the former ranking member and 
chair of the Subcommittee on Transportation 
Security, I rise in strong support of H.R. 4812, 
the Honor Flight Act of 2014. 

H.R. 4812 authorizes the collaboration be-
tween the Transportation Security Administra-
tion (TSA) and the Honor Flight Network, as 
well as other non-profit organizations that 
transport veterans to visit memorials, to en-
sure continued expedited and dignified pas-
senger screening for veterans travelling to 
Washington, D.C. to visit memorials and other 
tributes to their bravery, heroism, and sacrifice 
in the cause of freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, thousands of veterans across 
the country fought to protect the freedoms we 
take for granted and to keep our nation safe. 
They are deserving of our gratitude for the 
valor and courage they displayed in risking 
their lives to keep us free and to liberate cap-
tive peoples in other lands. 

They are veterans of World War II, the Ko-
rean War, the Vietnam War, and the Gulf 
Wars—Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom, and 
Iraqi Freedom. 

With each passing day, the number of 
World War II and Korea veterans declines by 
the hundreds. For many of these heroes, one 
of their last wishes is to visit the national war 
memorials in Washington, D.C. 

Honoring and facilitating that request is the 
least we can do for those who did so much for 
us. 

TSA works with the Honor Flight Network in 
expediting the screening process for veterans 
visiting the national war memorials, saving the 
veterans’ time and showing them their due re-
spect and appreciation. 

The Honor Flight Network is a non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to transporting veterans 
on charter flights operated by commercial air-
lines to Washington, D.C. to visit memorials 
built in honor of their service. 

Currently, the Honor Flight Network gives 
priority to WWII veterans and those from any 
war who have been diagnosed with a terminal 
illness. 

The Honor Flight Network plans to expand 
the program in the future to include the vet-
erans who served during the Korean and Viet-
nam Wars, followed by veterans of the wars in 
the Persian Gulf. 

Mr. Speaker, my home state of Texas has 
the second largest number of veterans of any 
state in the nation, with just over 1.6 million 
veterans. My home city of Houston is proud to 
be the residence of more than 300,000 vet-
erans. 

I strongly support the bill before us because 
I strongly support the efforts of TSA and the 
Honor Flight Network in making real the 
dreams, and in many cases the last wishes, of 
thousands of veterans who wish to visit the 
memorials dedicated by the nation in their 
honor. 

I urge all members to join me in supporting 
H.R. 4812 so that our veterans continue to re-
ceive the security accommodations they need 

and deserve as they travel to Washington, 
D.C. to view the national memorials con-
secrated by their sacrifice in defense of our 
country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I requested leave and was absent 
from the House on June 25 and June 26 due 
to a death in the family, and missed several 
rollcall votes during that time. 

Had I been present on Wednesday, June 
25, I would have voted as follows: Roll 355 on 
the Previous Question: ‘‘yea;’’ roll 356 on the 
Adoption of the Rule: ‘‘yea;’’ Roll 357 on the 
Adoption of the DeFazio Amendment to H.R. 
6: ‘‘nay;’’ roll 358 on the Motion to Recommit 
H.R. 6: ‘‘nay;’’ roll 359 on the Passage of H.R. 
6, the Domestic Prosperity and Global Free-
dom Act: ‘‘yea.’’ 

Had I been present on Thursday, June 26, 
I would have voted as follows: Roll 360 on the 
Adoption of the Wittman Amendment to H.R. 
4899: ‘‘yea;’’ roll 361 on the Adoption of the 
Lowenthal Amendment to H.R. 4899: ‘‘nay;’’ 
roll 362 on the Adoption of the Capps Amend-
ment to H.R. 4899: ‘‘nay;’’ roll 363 on the 
Adoption of the Deutch Amendment to H.R. 
4899: ‘‘nay;’’ roll 364 on the Adoption of the 
Blumenauer Amendment to H.R. 4899: ‘‘nay;’’ 
roll 365 on the Adoption of the Bishop of Utah 
Amendment to H.R. 4899: ‘‘yea;’’ roll 366 on 
the Adoption of the DeFazio Amendment to 
H.R. 4899: ‘‘nay;’’ roll 367 on the Motion to 
Recommit H.R. 4899: ‘‘Nay;’’ roll 368 on the 
Passage of H.R. 4899, the Lowering Gasoline 
Prices to Fuel an America That Works Act of 
2014: ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I write to inform 
you that I was unable to be on the House floor 
for votes on June 25, 2014 related to H.R. 6, 
the Domestic Prosperity and Global Freedom 
Act (rollcall No. 359). Had I been there, I 
would have voted in support of the legislation. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF PAUL ‘‘MR. PAUL’’ 
S. AMOS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on Saturday, July 5 funeral services were 
held for Paul ‘‘Mr. Paul’’ S. Amos. Mr. Amos, 
88, was remembered as a man of ‘‘rock-solid 
integrity’’ and was the last surviving founder of 
Columbus-based Aflac Insurance. As a rep-
resentative of South Carolina’s Second Dis-
trict, I especially appreciate Aflac’s extraor-

dinary success and expansion acquiring Conti-
nental American Insurance Company led by 
CFO Chris Goodall in Columbia generating 
hundreds of jobs. 

Funeral services were held at St. Luke 
United Methodist Church in Columbus, Geor-
gia, with interment following the service in 
Parkhill Cemetery. 

His obituary in The Ledger-Enquirer of Co-
lumbus, Georgia, contained this tribute: 

Paul S. Amos, who with his two brothers 
founded Aflac Incorporated nearly six dec-
ades ago, passed away late Wednesday night, 
July 2, 2014, after a lengthy illness. He was 88 
years old. Funeral services will be held at St. 
Luke United Methodist Church in Columbus, 
GA, at 3:00 PM on Saturday, July 5, 2014. It 
will be preceded by public visitation begin-
ning at 2:00 PM at the St. Luke United Meth-
odist Church Ministry Center. There will be 
a private burial service following the fu-
neral. 

Paul S. Amos was born April 23, 1926 in En-
terprise, Ala. the son of the late John Shelby 
and Helen Mullins Amos. Mr. Amos was 
raised in Enterprise, Ala. and Milton, Fla. He 
and his wife, the former Jean Roberts, met 
in church when she was just 17 years old and 
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary in 
October of last year. The couple’s only child, 
Daniel P. Amos, is Aflac’s current chairman 
and CEO. The Amos brothers founded Aflac 
in 1955 and, in its first year of business, the 
company had 6,426 policyholders and $388,000 
in assets. Today, it is a Fortune 500 company 
with more than $121 billion in assets and in-
sures more than 50 million people worldwide. 
Aflac is the leading provider of supplemental 
insurance products and pays cash directly to 
policyholders to use as needed. During his 
long tenure at Aflac, Mr. Amos held numer-
ous positions, both at corporate head-
quarters and as a hands-on member of the 
sales force. He served as state sales manager 
for Alabama/West Florida, first vice presi-
dent/director of marketing, president, vice 
chairman and chairman. Although he retired 
in 2001, he remained a familiar figure at 
Aflac and loved to be among the employees 
and sales team members who continued the 
company’s legacy. Amos, who continued to 
make daily visits to Aflac’s offices in Colum-
bus, Ga., and served as Chairman Emeritus, 
was beloved by the insurer’s more than 8,000 
employees and 185,000 agents worldwide. He 
was known affectionately throughout the 
company as ‘‘Mr. Paul.’’ 

In addition to helping build the world’s 
largest supplemental insurance company, 
Amos established a quiet history of philan-
thropy and community service. Through 
anonymous donations and the endowment of 
educational funds and scholarship programs, 
he and Jean touched thousands of lives with 
major financial commitments. Their efforts 
included the Paul and Jean Amos Edu-
cational Fund at Asbury Theological Semi-
nary in Wilmore, Ky.; the Paul S. Amos 
Family Foundation at Columbus State Uni-
versity in Columbus, Ga.; the Scholarship 
Fund at Cumberland College in Williams-
burg, Ky.; and many unheralded contribu-
tions to those in need. Amos received an 
Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree from Cum-
berland College in May 2001. Columbus State 
University honored him with an Honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters Degree in May 
2002. In 2004, Amos received an Honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters from Asbury 
Theological Seminary. 

Amos is survived by his wife, Jean; their 
son Daniel P. Amos and his wife Kathelen; 
two grandchildren, Lauren Amos and her 
husband Tyler Clayton, and Paul S. Amos II 
and his wife, Courtney; and four great-grand-
children, Dan Amos, Mansell Amos, Knox 
Amos and Eden Amos. 
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In lieu of flowers, however, the family asks 

that contributions in his memory be made to 
the Aflac Cancer and Blood Disorder Center 
in Atlanta or St. Luke United Methodist 
Church in Columbus. 

f 

A MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO SSG 
SCOTT R. STUDENMUND 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Green Beret Staff Ser-
geant Scott R. Studenmund of Pasadena, 
California, who died on June 9, 2014 in Gaza 
Valley, Zabul Province, Afghanistan during a 
combat mission. 

Born on June 26, 1989, Scott Richard 
Studenmund was fearless from birth and em-
braced life fully. Scott was known for his ram-
bunctious spirit, good sense of humor, intel-
ligence and humility. He attended Clairbourn 
School from nursery school until 6th grade, 
Flintridge Preparatory School for middle and 
high school, Occidental College and Pitzer 
College. In high school, Scott was an avid 
scholar, football star and a history aficionado. 
He was a National Merit Finalist, an All-Area 
and All-League Football player and an excel-
lent sprinter. Interested in the military since a 
young child, Scott spent many days practicing 
his tactical maneuvers with family and friends 
while on vacation at Lake Arrowhead or the 
beach. He traveled to Thailand and Cambodia 
and performed community service as a part of 
the Rustic Pathways program with his fellow 
schoolmates. During his time at Flintridge Pre-
paratory School, he made a tight-knit group of 
friends with whom he stayed in close contact 
after graduation. An intense competitor, Scott 
was also a true gentleman who would not par-
ticipate in or abide hurtful comments against 
others. He was extremely close to his family 
and was protective and proud of his sister 
Connell; indeed his parents never recall the 
two siblings ever arguing. 

In 2009, Scott left college to join the U.S. 
Army with the goal of becoming a Green 
Beret. Twenty-five months later, Scott earned 
his Green Beret, having completed 11 different 
rigorous training programs, passing each one 
on the first try. At his Green Beret ceremony, 
Scott won the Leadership Award in the Spe-
cial Forces Weapons Sergeant Course. He 
also received an Army Achievement Medal for 
performing ‘‘with distinction’’ in a training exer-
cise, and earned an Expert Infantryman 
Badge, also known as ‘‘The Mark of a Man,’’ 
by completing a rigorous 40-part competition 
with over 100 Green Berets. In 2013, Scott 
completed the infamous Combat Dive School, 
which is considered to be the hardest school 
in the U.S. Army. He and his teammate won 
a top team award in the rigorous Special 
Forces Level II Sniper Course. Scott rose to 
the rank of Staff Sergeant while working in the 
1st battalion of the 5th Special Forces Group, 
Bravo Company, at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 
Scott received the Purple Heart, Bronze Star 
with Valor Medal and the Meritorious Service 
Medal. 

Scott is survived by his parents, Arnold H. 
and Jaynie Studenmund, sister, Connell, and 
half brother, Brent. He will be buried at Arling-
ton National Cemetery, next to his friend and 

fellow Green Beret. Scott will be near his 
grandfather, Jack R. Miller, who was a U.S. 
Senator and Brigadier General in the Air Force 
Reserve and his grandmother, Jerry Miller. 

Staff Sergeant Studenmund was an athlete, 
scholar and soldier, who loved his family, his 
job and his country. I ask all Members to join 
with me in remembering Staff Sergeant Scott 
Richard Studenmund, a Green Beret in the 
U.S. Army, a hero who died while achieving 
the highest honor of serving our country. 

f 

FISCAL YEAR 2014 INTELLIGENCE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT (S. 1681) 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of the Fiscal Year (FY) 
2014 Intelligence Authorization Act (IAA) (S. 
1681). 

The FY2014 IAA includes provisions to en-
sure that men and women of our Intelligence 
Community (IC) have the resources, capabili-
ties, and authorities necessary to protect our 
nation and its citizens, while ensuring critical 
and continuous Congressional oversight of the 
IC. 

The House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence (HPSCI) passed H.R. 3381, its 
companion bill to S. 1681, last November. Un-
fortunately, the House never acted on it, and 
the HPSCI passed a combined FY2014/ 
FY2015 IAA (H.R. 4681) containing many of 
the same provisions as the HPSCI-passed 
FY14 IAA and S. 1681, with some important 
additional provisions. The FY2014/FY2015 IAA 
recently passed our body with overwhelming 
support. 

The FY2014 IAA contains a provision I au-
thored and was originally included in the 
HPSCI-passed bill, requiring a report, within 
90 days of enactment, on the extent to which 
the IC has implemented the Inspector General 
of the IC’s recommendations contained in the 
May 2013 report, entitled ‘‘Study of Intel-
ligence Community Electronic Waste Disposal 
Practices.’’ 

This provision is also included in FY2014/ 
FY2015 IAA requiring a report in unclassified 
form, with a classified annex as necessary. 
Because H.R. 4681 is unlikely to be enacted 
before this report is due, I encourage the Di-
rector of National Intelligence to submit this re-
port in unclassified form, with a classified 
annex as necessary. 

Of great importance to the citizens of my 
district is another provision I authored for H.R. 
4681, which directs the Department of Home-
land Security Office of Intelligence & Analysis 
(I&A) to conduct an assessment of the secu-
rity of our nation’s oil refineries and related rail 
transportation infrastructure. It directs l&A to 
make recommendations on how to improve in-
telligence collection and sharing of information 
to better protect those facilities and the sur-
rounding communities from any harm. 

My district is home to several oil refineries, 
which employ thousands of people and pro-
vide well-paying middle class jobs. They are a 
key part of the regional economy. As domestic 
oil production continues to increase in the re-
gion, I have heard from several of my constitu-
ents about their growing concerns regarding 

the security of the shipment and storage of 
crude oil and subsequent refined products. 

Constituents have reported tanker cars 
parked in their communities covered in elabo-
rate graffiti. If a vandal has the opportunity to 
deface a tanker car, imagine what could be 
done by someone with more sinister motives? 

I take all concerns my constituents share 
with me seriously, and I believe we have the 
responsibility to protect our workers, our do-
mestic refineries and our communities from 
potential threats. 

While I support the passage of the FY2014 
IAA, I will continue to work with my colleagues 
on the HPSCI and in the Senate to ensure 
that the FY2015 IAA continues my refinery 
and rail infrastructure security provision. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SAINT SAVA SERBIAN 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I recognize Saint Sava Ser-
bian Orthodox Church as the congregation 
joins together in celebration of the church’s 
100th anniversary. The parishioners, along 
with Parish Priest, Reverend Father Marko 
Matic, and Parish President, Mr. Mike Ajder, 
will be commemorating this momentous occa-
sion with a special 3-day celebration taking 
place from November 21 through November 
23, 2014. The event will honor all who have 
contributed to the success of Saint Sava Ser-
bian Orthodox Church. 

Founded in Gary, Indiana, Saint Sava Ser-
bian Orthodox Church is now located in 
Merrillville and is one of the oldest churches in 
the Midwest. In 1914, the church’s founders 
declared their mission before the Secretary of 
the State in Indianapolis: ‘‘The purpose of this 
parish is to preach the Word of God (the Lord 
Jesus) and take spiritual care of its members; 
to spread goodness, justice, brotherly love and 
respect among its members.’’ 

In 1914, Saint Sava’s first church-school 
congregation was organized. It was named 
after Saint Sava, the first Archbishop of the 
Serbian Church. The church was built on 20th 
Avenue and Connecticut Street in Gary. After 
a devastating fire in 1978, Saint Sava relo-
cated to their previously built chapel and par-
ish hall located in Hobart, where the con-
gregation held services until 1991. Very Rev-
erend Father Jovan Todorovich led committed 
efforts in the construction of their current place 
of worship in Merrillville, which was completed 
in May of 1991. Today, the parishioners and 
church leaders gather together in this magnifi-
cent building to worship, celebrate, and con-
tinue the mission of the founding fathers. 

Saint Sava Serbian Orthodox Church con-
tinues to touch the lives of countless individ-
uals through its compassionate service and 
charitable work. Most recently, parishioners 
and church leaders participated in a relief ef-
fort to raise funds and collect needed supplies 
to help the victims in Serbia and surrounding 
communities recover from devastating floods. 
In addition, the members of this parish con-
tinue to preserve the traditions of the Serbian 
culture and the Orthodox faith through the 
church’s historical society. 
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Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 

distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
and congratulating Saint Sava Serbian Ortho-
dox Church in Merrillville, Indiana on its 100th 
anniversary. The members and church leaders 
have dedicated themselves to upholding Ser-
bian heritage, tradition, and the Orthodox faith. 
For their noteworthy commitment to serving so 
many in need, the congregation is worthy of 
the highest praise. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF SENATOR ALAN J. 
DIXON 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember and celebrate the life and service of 
former United States Senator to the State of Il-
linois, Alan J. Dixon, who recently passed 
away at his home in Fairview Heights, Illinois, 
on Sunday, July 6, 2014, one day short of his 
87th birthday. 

Sen. Dixon, born in Belleville, Illinois, on 
July 7, 1927, led a life dedicated to service to 
the great State of Illinois and to our nation. He 
received his bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and 
his law degree from Washington University in 
St. Louis. He also served our nation in the 
Navy Air Corps during World War II. 

Sen. Dixon began his political career as a 
member of the Illinois House of Representa-
tives, for which he served from 1951 to 1963. 
He followed that by serving as a member of 
the Illinois State Senate from 1963 to 1971. In 
1970 he was elected Illinois State Treasurer 
and then Illinois Secretary of State from 1976 
until 1981. In 1981, Sen. Dixon took office as 
the U.S. Senator from Illinois, a position he 
held until 1993. 

Sen. Alan Dixon, who served the State of Il-
linois for more than four decades, was known 
as someone who got along with everyone. He 
happily would work with his colleagues across 
the aisle in order to get things done, a char-
acteristic that is in short supply today. He also 
was recognized for his hard work, honesty, 
and gentlemanly conduct. Following his career 
as a public servant, Sen. Dixon returned to 
practice law with the Bryan Cave law firm in 
St. Louis. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to again com-
memorate the life and service of Senator Alan 
J. Dixon. I am very grateful for his service to 
our State and Nation. His passing weighs es-
pecially heavy on my family and I, as my fa-
ther had the distinct honor to serve as his 
Chief of Staff for 23 years. Sen. Dixon is sur-
vived by his wife, Jody, three children, eight 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. 
It is my hope that I can live up to the example 
he has set forth as a statesman. 

CONGRATULATING DANSBY SWAN-
SON, 2014 COLLEGE WORLD SE-
RIES’ MOST OUTSTANDING 
PLAYER 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Marietta native and Van-
derbilt second baseman, Dansby Swanson, on 
his accomplishments in the 2014 NCAA Col-
lege World Series. 

Swanson was awarded the College World 
Series’ Most Outstanding Player Award and 
was an incredible asset in helping Vanderbilt 
clinch its first College World Series Champion-
ship. 

Throughout the 2014 season, Swanson be-
came one of the key players on Vanderbilt’s 
tremendously talented roster and was key in 
Vandy’s 3–2 victory over the University of Vir-
ginia in the final to cap off a landmark 50 win 
season. 

Just a sophomore, Swanson batted .323 
with five runs scored and two RBI in Omaha— 
the most impressive performance of any play-
er in the tournament. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Georgia’s 11th 
Congressional District, I applaud Dansby for 
his achievement and look forward to his future 
successes. I extend my enthusiastic congratu-
lations to him on achieving the highest level of 
recognition possible in the NCAA College 
World Series. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ESTONIA’S SONG 
AND DANCE FESTIVAL 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the people of Estonia who from 
July 4 to 6 completed their remarkable Song 
and Dance Festival in the capital of Tallinn. 
The festival, which takes place once every five 
years and attracts roughly 100,000 visitors 
and participants, is a cornerstone of Estonian 
cultural tradition and has been named one of 
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage 
events. It is something the Estonian people, 
and indeed the entire Baltic region, should be 
rightly proud of. 

Such celebrations of independence are par-
ticularly important during this time. We con-
tinue to support our friends in Estonia, and in-
deed our friends and allies in all of Europe, as 
they face the threat of increased Russian ag-
gression. Now is as important a time as any 
for the U.S. to reaffirm its commitment to Esto-
nia and the Baltic states. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people have a 
long and proud history of supporting Estonians 

as they rejected authoritarianism, gained their 
independence and built the vibrant, modern 
country they have today. Estonia has likewise 
been a great friend to the United States. I am 
certain that this relationship will continue far 
into the future. Once more, congratulations to 
all of Estonia on such a successful festival. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF MR. 
MICHAEL MURPHY 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Michael Murphy, and offer my 
condolences to his family and friends in light 
of his passing. 

In his time as Grays Harbor County Com-
missioner and his years at the Washington 
State Auditor’s Office he worked tirelessly for 
the community and local governments. His 
voice and support will be greatly missed. 

Murphy graduated from Central Washington 
University and began his public service as a 
Radarman in the U.S. Navy. After his service 
he came to Washington, DC, and worked as 
an aide to U.S. Representative Don Bonker. 

In 1977, he was elected to the Grays Har-
bor County Commission where he served for 
11 years. During his tenure he worked to es-
tablish Vance Creek Park, the Grays Harbor 
County Fairground Pavilion, and helped pre-
serve Grays Harbor’s public forests. Under his 
leadership Grays Harbor became the only 
county in the state to manage its own tax-title 
timberlands, rather than grant that authority to 
the state. 

After his time as a county commissioner, 
Murphy joined the Washington State Auditor’s 
Office in 1996, and as Local Government Liai-
son worked closely with local governments 
who trusted him as a result of his excellent 
reputation and his intimate knowledge with the 
challenges of local government. 

Murphy was an avid outdoorsman and 
sportsman, and a dedicated public servant. He 
had a passion for his work, for the people he 
served, and for the Pacific Northwest. He 
served for a time as Chairman of the State 
Liquor Control Board, and helped found what 
would become Venture Bank. As President of 
the Washington State Association of Counties 
he also advocated on behalf of local govern-
ments at the state legislature. 

Mr. Speaker, Washington State and our na-
tion owe a debt of gratitude to Michael Murphy 
for his dedication to serving the needs of 
those he worked for while helping local gov-
ernments remain effective and efficient. His 
work and his experience left Washington bet-
ter able to provide for its citizens. I am 
pleased to recognize his service to the com-
munity and honor his legacy today in the 
United States Congress. 
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