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horizon is technology that will immerse us
into entertaining worlds, or project those
worlds and experiences into our lives. In es-
sence, entertainment will be immeasurably
enhanced with both virtual-reality experi-
ences and augmented-reality experiences.
Bringing us into created worlds and bringing
created worlds into our world will fundamen-
tally explode the boundaries of storytelling,
unburdening the storyteller in ways we can’t
yet imagine.

The challenges? Technology can be an
invasive force, competing for our attention
and eroding the time we have for ourselves
and our families. Few of us would give up the
tech tools that keep us productive and in-
formed; even fewer can remember the last
time we completely unplugged on vacation.
The more ubiquitous technology becomes in
our lives, the more diligent we must be to
ensure it doesn’t overwhelm or diminish our
leisure time.

Ultimately, technology is about con-
necting, not cocooning; it’s a tool that
should empower us to reach more people and
bind us closer together, rather than encour-
age us to disengage from one another. Even
as we use technology to create more individ-
ualized experiences, social interaction is still
a basic need, a fundamental part of our hu-

manity.
That’s why we value entertainment
“events’” that create treasured memories,

strengthen personal connections and deliver
shared experiences, whether at the movies,
in a theme park, or at a sports stadium. This
is entertainment that cannot be time-shifted
or duplicated; you have to be there, im-
mersed in the moment.

An experience is enhanced when shared
with others, becoming something to be sa-
vored and remembered long after it’s over.
These social events enrich our lives, and our
need for them will never change.

The human love of storytelling, whether
individualized or shared, will also be a con-
stant. Although I can’t predict the precise
future of entertainment, I share Walt
Disney’s optimism and his belief that what-
ever lies ahead, it will be defined by great
storytelling. Just like it always has been.

—————

FINANCIAL AID SIMPLIFICATION
AND TRANSPARENCY ACT

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
recently spoke to Senate interns re-
garding the Financial Aid Simplifica-
tion and Transparency Act. I ask unan-
imous consent that my full speech be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

FINANCIAL AID SIMPLIFICATION AND
TRANSPARENCY ACT

Thank you for coming. We know it’s the
pizza more than anything else that brought
you here, but to some extent it may be the
dreaded federal student application form.
What we would like to do today is tell you a
story. We will call this a ‘‘teaching mo-
ment.”” I think that may have been Senator
Bennet’s phrase, but it is a teaching moment
for you as to how legislation is supposed to
work in the United States Senate. And I
think it may be a teaching moment for sen-
ators, about how to do our jobs.

We are going to tell you a story of how we
got to where we are and tell you what our
proposal is. And then we are going to invite
the experts to tell us what kind of students
we senators have been in terms of listening
to them and then coming up with something.
Then we will ask you what you think. Then
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we are going to put this out for our com-
mittee on which we serve, which Senator
Harkin is the chairman of, which is working
on the reauthorization of Higher Education
with our colleagues to see if we can get co-
sponsors and make a difference in some-
thing. So what I will do is begin the story,
and I will just take a few minutes. Then I
will turn it over to Senator Bennet, and he
will tell you more about exactly what the
proposal is. First, let me introduce the three
experts: Ms. Kim Cook, executive director of
the National College Access Network, Dr.
Judith Scott-Clayton, assistant professor of
economics and education at Teachers College
at Columbia University, and Ms. Kristin
Conklin, founding partner at HCM Strate-
gists, LLC.

Here’s why they are here. Several months
ago at one of the hearings of the Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee,
those three, and one other, who is from Har-
vard Graduate School of Education, testified
before us. I am down on the Republican side
and Michael is on the Democratic side. It
looked to me like we had the same reaction,
because they were talking about this federal
student application form, which is 106 ques-
tions, with 68 pages of explanations that you
have to fill out every year you apply for a
grant or a loan.

It gets audited during the year, and, of
course, you would probably make a mistake
on one of those questions, so you might not
get your money. It is so discouraging to peo-
ple who apply for it that many who should do
not. One of the community college represent-
atives said that a quarter of the community
college students do not even fill out the
form, and they are probably the ones who we
most want to have the opportunity to do
that.

So what we heard the four say was you
could eliminate all those questions except
two and get 90 or 95 percent of all of the in-
formation that you need.

Of course I am the first one to wonder, “Is
that just a bizarre outlier? Is that just one
witness with a weird proposal?”’ But every
single one of the four said that. Then they
went on to make some other very common
sense recommendations about being able to
fill it out earlier in your high school year,
suggestions about over-borrowing, about
simplifying the loan and student repayment
process—all of which made a lot of sense.

So, at the end of the hearing, I said,
“Would four of you please write a letter to
us on the things that you agree with?’ By
the time I got down to see them, they said,
“We won’t write you four letters, we’ll write
you one.” So they did.

Michael and I began working together to
see if we could take their recommendations
and put it in a piece of legislation. In doing
that, we wanted to show the proper respect
to our colleagues, so we let our chairman,
Senator Harkin, know about it. We men-
tioned it to Arne Duncan, so he would know
what we are doing, because we would like in
the end to have Republican support, and the
president’s support, and the House of Rep-
resentatives’ support. We are not here to
make a political point. We are here to get a
result. And then we thought about what
would be the best way to introduce it. Sen-
ator Bennet said, “Why don’t we invite the
interns to come over for lunch? Why don’t
we lay it out to them? Why don’t we ask the
experts who suggested it to us what they
think?”’

Next week, then, we will introduce it and
see what is going on and how we can improve
it over the next few weeks. And then maybe
when you fill out the form in your next year
of college, it will be the size of a postcard in-
stead of the size of that. That thing takes, if
you add it up, 20 million students filling that
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out every year, and the form itself says it
takes at least three hours. If you add up the
amount of money and time spent on that,
you get into billions of hours wasted, you get
into hundreds of millions of dollars that
might be spent on construction, instead of
hiring staff people at the college to help you
fill these things out. You might encourage a
lot more people, who are eligible and who
need the money, to get the surest step to-
ward improving their lives.

Of course, the College Board says that a
college four-year degree is worth a million
dollars in increased earnings over your life-
time. It is one sure ticket to a better life
that we know about. Finally, I want to say
that it has been a great pleasure to work
with Michael. I am a pretty good Republican,
he’s a pretty good Democrat, but that does
not make any difference. The reason we are
here is that the Senate is a place where you
are supposed to have extended debate about
important subjects until you come to a con-
sensus, and then you get a result. That is the
way you govern a complex country. So what
we hope is that this is just a small example
of one part of the Higher Education reau-
thorization process that will help make life
simpler.

Michael, there is one other thing that I
should say. You may ask, how did this hap-
pen? How did this long thing happen? It
wasn’t any evil-doer who did it. What hap-
pened was the Higher Education Act was au-
thorized in 1965. In my opinion, what hap-
pened was it got reauthorized eight times by
different groups of senators and congress-
man, different group of regulators wrote
things. People had good, well-intentioned
ideas and after that [process], you get that.
So what we are doing is starting from
scratch to try to turn 106 questions into a
postcard and get the money where it should
g0, to the eligible students who want to go to
college.

————

CONGRATULATING THE VANDER-
BILT UNIVERSITY COMMODORES

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, as
a fellow Commodore, I would like to
congratulate the Vanderbilt University
baseball team on winning the College
World Series and bringing home
Vanderbilt’s first men’s national cham-
pionship.

Tim Corbin, Vanderbilt’s outstanding
coach who has been named National
Coach of the Year by Collegiate Base-
ball, is to be commended for his excep-
tional leadership and determination
throughout the entire season.

This was a hard-fought win, and I am
so proud of the perseverance and tenac-
ity of Coach Corbin and these young
men.

Vanderbilt is a very special univer-
sity, one that produces student-ath-
letes of exceptional character, integ-
rity, and pride in themselves and their
school.

It is a privilege to be a home-State
alumnus of a university that continues
to embrace these values while also en-
couraging its students to excel in both
academics and athletics.

I am filled with pride today for my
alma mater, and I wish the baseball
team and all of Vanderbilt University
the best.

This achievement would not have
been possible without the skill, deter-
mination and teamwork of the fol-
lowing outstanding student-athletes:
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