
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4369 July 10, 2014 
to match their skills, and people who 
feel the burden of outdated policies 
that are diminishing opportunities in 
the workplace and leaving them torn 
between the demands of work and fam-
ily. 

Republicans are committed to doing 
everything we can to deliver relief and 
innovative new ideas to help these 
Americans. I hope President Obama 
and Washington Democrats will at 
some point here finally join us in the 
effort. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 11:45 a.m. with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their 
designees. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

SPORTSMEN’S AMENDMENTS 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, we are back 
for another week of work, but the play-
book hasn’t changed. 

Once again the majority leader has 
prevented 98 Senators from offering 
amendments to improve a bill he chose 
for us to debate. I would like to speak 
for a few moments about some of the 
amendments the Democratic leader 
prevented us from voting on this week. 

First, I have been working on amend-
ments with Senators BENNET, FLAKE, 
RISCH, SESSIONS, and THUNE to allow 
bows and archery equipment to be 
transported through the national 
parks. This bipartisan effort is nec-
essary because some bow hunters need 
to travel across national parks to get 
to land where they intend to hunt. 

It is also important for our archery 
competitors who currently have to go 
out of their way to avoid national 
parks to get to their tournaments. A 
lot of people don’t realize that Yellow-
stone National Park, which is in the 
upper left-hand corner of Wyoming, is 
about the size of Connecticut. To get to 
Idaho, sometimes you have to go 250 
miles out of your way if you can’t go 
through the park. There is a lot of 
competition between Wyoming and 
Idaho when it comes to archery and 

vice versa. The same can happen get-
ting into Montana. 

This is just a commonsense amend-
ment because it provides parity for 
bows and firearms. In 2009 Congress 
passed a law to prevent the right of in-
dividuals to bear arms in units of the 
national park system and the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. This body con-
sidered it a commonsense provision be-
fore. Language on this issue was in-
cluded in the Sportsmen’s Act of 2012, 
S. 3525, but now the Senate won’t even 
get a chance to vote on whether to add 
this language to the Bipartisan Sports-
men’s Act of 2014. This is the appro-
priate place for sportsmen’s issues to 
be brought up. 

Second, I offered an amendment with 
Senators LEE and THUNE to ensure that 
those traveling with a properly secured 
knife are not prosecuted under local or 
State laws which banned certain 
knives. This amendment is necessary 
because there is a broad patchwork of 
State and local laws regulating knife 
possession. 

For example, 36 States allow civilian 
possession of automatic knives to vary-
ing degrees. But there are no restric-
tions at all in 22 States, and in some 
States possession is a serious crime. 
This can be incidental, again, just pass-
ing through a State. 

The current situation with knives is 
similar to the circumstances that ex-
isted for gun owners before the passage 
of the Firearm Owners Protection Act 
of 1986. That law protects law-abiding 
gun owners from an inconsistent patch-
work of laws, and my amendment pro-
vides parity between knife and gun 
owner. This commonsense amendment 
uses language similar to that used in 
the 1986 law. 

I have also filed an amendment with 
Senators BARRASSO, CRAPO, HATCH, 
LEE, MURKOWSKI, and RISCH to require 
the Department of Interior to suspend 
for 10 years the listing decision in 
States with approved or endorsed sage- 
grouse management plans. Wyoming 
has an endorsed and an approved plan, 
and sage-grouse is coming back. A new 
report on numbers just showed an in-
crease. The amendment allows States 
to manage and conserve sage-grouse in 
a manner that protects their jurisdic-
tion over State wildlife and takes into 
account local stakeholders. 

I believe it is related to the under-
lying bill because of the substantial 
impact a sage-grouse listing would 
have on sporting and recreation in 
Western States. Incidentally, even 
though they say there is a sage-grouse 
problem, the bag limits for hunting 
them have not gone down. 

I have also cosponsored some amend-
ments that would improve this bill. 
One of these amendments by Senator 
BARRASSO would prevent the EPA from 
regulating all bodies of water—even 
ones that are dried up, even ones that 
are seasonal—no matter how small and 
regardless of whether the water is on 
public or on private property. 

Mark Twain once said: ‘‘[In the West] 
Whiskey is for drinking; Water is for 
fighting over.’’ 

So for States such as Wyoming, 
water is scarce, and we try to save 
every drop. One-size-fits-all Federal 
control like the EPA wants to impose 
won’t work, but Senator BARRASSO 
won’t get a vote on his amendment. 

Another amendment by Senator 
WICKER, which I have cosponsored, 
would allow folks to carry firearms on 
Corps of Engineers recreational prop-
erty. This is another parity amend-
ment. But in this case, we would allow 
law-abiding gun owners to carry fire-
arms on Corps land just as they can 
carry firearms on national park and 
National Wildlife Refuge lands, but 
Senator WICKER won’t get a vote on his 
amendment. 

I am also supporting an amendment 
from Senator TESTER to make cabin 
user fees more affordable and predict-
able, allowing families to keep their 
cabins on Forest Service land on which 
some have been for generations. Wyo-
ming cabin owners shouldn’t have to 
worry about the Forest Service trying 
to drive them off with ever-increasing 
fees—sometimes a 300-percent increase 
in a single year. 

Incidentally, the Federal Govern-
ment pays taxes in lieu of private own-
ership of the land. Those don’t go up by 
300 percent. It seems to me that if the 
value of the land went up by 300 per-
cent, the Federal Government’s pay-
ment in lieu of taxes would go up by 
the same amount. It doesn’t happen. 
Wyoming cabin owners shouldn’t have 
to worry about the Forest Service try-
ing to drive them off with ever-increas-
ing fees. 

This amendment provides a con-
sistent, fiscally responsible formula for 
how the fees are calculated so families 
can spend more time enjoying the out-
doors instead of worrying about the un-
certainty of next year’s fees, but Sen-
ator TESTER won’t get a vote on his 
amendment. 

These aren’t the only good amend-
ments to this bill. There have been 80 
amendments filed on this bill—about a 
third filed by the majority party. Many 
of the amendments are bipartisan, but 
it sounds as if only the one chosen by 
the majority leader is going to get a 
vote. 

I am sad to say no one should be sur-
prised by this because it has become 
par for the course. In 2005 and 2006 the 
Senate voted on almost 700 amend-
ments on the Senate floor. In 2011 and 
2012 it was about half that, around 350 
amendments. In the past year the ma-
jority leader has allowed only 11 Sen-
ate Republican amendments. Let me 
repeat that. In the past year the major-
ity leader has allowed votes on only 11 
Senate Republican amendments. Over 
that same period of time the House has 
voted on 169 Democratic amendments. 
How can the House, which has more 
constraint than the Senate, have that 
many more votes for the minority 
party—169 to our 11? The majority 
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