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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, July 14, 2014, at 2 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

In these most important days and de-
bates here in the people’s House, we
beg You to send Your spirit of wisdom
as the Members struggle to do the
work that has been entrusted to them.
Inspire them to work together with
charity, and join their efforts to ac-
complish what our Nation needs to live
into a prosperous and secure future.

Please keep all the Members of this
Congress, and all who work for the peo-
ple’s House, in good health, that they
might faithfully fulfill the great re-
sponsibility given them by the people
of this great Nation.

Bless us this day and every day. May
all that is done here be for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. ENYART) come for-
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ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. ENYART led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——

ACTING VA SECRETARY VISITS
HOSPITALS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week, Acting VA Sec-
retary Sloan Gibson visited the Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan Dorn VA Hospital
in Columbia, South Carolina. Then he
toured the Charlie Norwood VA Hos-
pital in Augusta, Georgia. VA Chair-
man JEFF MILLER visited both hos-
pitals in January, promoting the expe-
dited health care for our veterans.

The lack of treatment our veterans
are receiving from the VA is inexcus-
able. Sadly, we have learned about lack
of care at VA facilities across the coun-
try leading to death, cancer, and other
progressive illnesses—a preview of
ObamaCare chaos. This has been a fail-
ure by the President, who was alerted
by his transition team in 2009 that
there was mismanagement.

Finally, now, as the former president
and CEO of the United Services Organi-
zation, USO, Acting Secretary Sloan
Gibson has the experience to restore
accountability with our veterans. Mov-
ing forward, I have faith that the pro-
fessional staffs at Dorn and Charlie
Norwood VA hospitals will ensure
those who fought for our freedom re-
ceive the health care services they de-
serve.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th—as the President should take ac-
tion for victory—in the global war on
terrorism.

————

DEMAND ACTION ON H.R. 4594

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
just shared with the Speaker that the
battle to save the lives of Afghans who
helped Americans as guides and inter-
preters has been a roller coaster, docu-
mented again Wednesday night in a
gripping film, ‘“‘The Interpreters,” by
VICE News, about the American failure
to protect those who helped us.

The program was brought back to life
during the difficult government shut-
down period by a bipartisan effort. Now
that same bipartisan spirit is needed
again, because only a few hundred visas
remain with 6,000 people in the pipe-
line, with thousands more who must
not be left to the tender mercies of the
Taliban seeking revenge to torture and
kill them.
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It is the moral obligation of every
Member of Congress to protect the men
and women who helped Americans, who
protected us in some of the most dif-
ficult of circumstances.

Please don’t just cosponsor H.R. 4594;
demand action before we adjourn. Lives
are at stake.

————

THE NEED FOR A MORE EQUI-
TABLE ALLOCATION OF TITLE I
FUNDING

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week, I had the op-
portunity to join rural school advo-
cates from across the country here in
Washington for the release of the Why
Rural Matters 2013-2014 report, a bien-
nial report from the Rural School and
Community Trust which analyzes the
state of rural education for commu-
nities in each of the 50 States.

This important research document
gives policymakers and the public
fresh insight into the social and eco-
nomic contexts that influence edu-
cational outcomes and also reinforces
how these conditions must be better
understood, including in the context of
how the Federal Government allocates
title I funding.

Title I was initially created to offset
the impacts of poverty on student
learning. Unfortunately, the report
shows once again that children receive
preferential treatment based not only
on their economic circumstances, but
on the basis of their ZIP Code.

Surely my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle believe that all children are
equal. Unfortunately, most are sur-
prised to learn, as we were reminded
again this week, this is not the case.

I believe this body can do better, for
our children deserve as much.

————

PASSING OF U.S. SENATOR ALAN
DIXON

(Mr. ENYART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about a good friend, a
hardworking public servant, and a true
advocate for the American people.
Today, I rise to talk about Senator
Alan Dixon, the gentleman from Illi-
nois.

Senator Dixon was from my home-
town, Belleville. He was one of the fin-
est public servants our country has
ever known. Through a storied career,
he walked the halls of power in Spring-
field, Illinois, and Washington, D.C.,
but never forgot his southern Illinois
roots.

He was a mentor to generations of
southern Illinoisans. His sense of civil-
ity is a commodity that was sorely
needed during his time in government
and is in even greater demand today.
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It is in his honor and memory that I
encourage the spirit of bipartisanship
and cooperation as we continue to
serve our fellow citizens in America.

——————

AMERICA’S FLEET SHOULD LEAVE
THE COAST OF ISRAEL

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, last month, Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas openly united with
the evil terrorist group Hamas, and at
this very moment they are raining
down rockets upon the innocent citi-
zens of Israel. Half of all Israelis have
sought cover in bomb shelters across
their tiny country. And the Obama ad-
ministration has had the reprehensible
gall to praise Abbas as someone who is
“‘committed to nonviolence and co-
operation with Israel,” and to further
proclaim in an Israeli newspaper that
“finally, peace is possible.”

Mr. Speaker, I thought nothing this
President could ever say or do would
surprise me anymore, but this flushed
and breathless rush to embrace terror-
ists launching rockets at Israeli chil-
dren is an unprecedented act of cow-
ardice and betrayal.

America’s fleet should, this minute,
be off the coast of Israel, and the
world, including Abbas, Hamas, and
Hezbollah, should know that America’s
arsenal of freedom stands ready to de-
fend our most precious ally on Earth.

———

END THE VIOLENCE IN
INDIANAPOLIS

(Mr. CARSON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my sadness
and outrage over the violence that has
ravaged my Indianapolis congressional
district.

Eighty people, Mr. Speaker, have
been murdered so far in 2014. In the last
year alone, two police officers—Officer
Rod Bradway and Officer Perry Renn—
were senselessly gunned down in the
line of duty.

Enough is enough. I am calling on
my fellow Hoosiers to end this vio-
lence, and I am asking my colleagues
here in Congress and in the administra-
tion for help.

With violence on the rise, police lev-
els in Indianapolis have dropped below
1,600 officers, the lowest number in 7
years. We need increased funding for
law enforcement and programs that
keep our children off of our streets. We
need the resources to not only combat
crime, but prevent it from happening
in the first place.

It is time for us to end the violence
and make our streets safe again.
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BONUS DEPRECIATION MODIFIED
AND MADE PERMANENT

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
House Resolution 661, I call up the bill
(H.R. 4718) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify and make
permanent bonus depreciation, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). Pursuant to House Resolution
661, the amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, printed in
the bill, modified by the amendment
printed in House Report 113-517, is
adopted, and the bill, as amended, is
considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 4718

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. BONUS DEPRECIATION MODIFIED
AND MADE PERMANENT.

(a) MADE PERMANENT; INCLUSION OF QUALI-
FIED RETAIL IMPROVEMENT PROPERTY.—Sec-
tion 168(k)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 is amended to read as follows:

‘“(2) QUALIFIED PROPERTY.—For purposes of
this subsection—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified
property’ means property—

“(i)(I) to which this section applies which
has a recovery period of 20 years or less,

“(I) which is computer software (as de-
fined in section 167(f)(1)(B)) for which a de-
duction is allowable under section 167(a)
without regard to this subsection,

‘“(ITI) which is water utility property,

“(IV) which is qualified leasehold improve-
ment property, or

(V) which is qualified retail improvement
property, and

‘‘(ii) the original use of which commences
with the taxpayer.

‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR ALTERNATIVE DEPRE-
CIATION PROPERTY.—The term ‘qualified prop-
erty’ shall not include any property to which
the alternative depreciation system under
subsection (g) applies, determined—

‘(i) without regard to paragraph (7) of sub-
section (g) (relating to election to have sys-
tem apply), and

‘“(ii) after application of section 280F(b)
(relating to listed property with limited
business use).

*“(C) SPECIAL RULES.—

‘(i) SALE-LEASEBACKS.—For purposes of
clause (ii) and subparagraph (A)(i), if prop-
erty is—

‘(D originally placed in service by a per-
son, and

““(IT) sold and leased back by such person
within 3 months after the date such property
was originally placed in service,
such property shall be treated as originally
placed in service not earlier than the date on
which such property is used under the lease-
back referred to in subclause (II).

‘‘(ii) SYNDICATION.—For purposes of sub-
paragraph (A)(i), if—

‘“(I) property is originally placed in service
by the lessor of such property,

“‘(IT) such property is sold by such lessor or
any subsequent purchaser within 3 months
after the date such property was originally
placed in service (or, in the case of multiple
units of property subject to the same lease,
within 3 months after the date the final unit
is placed in service, so long as the period be-
tween the time the first unit is placed in
service and the time the last unit is placed
in service does not exceed 12 months), and
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