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agenda. Therefore, I urge my col-
leagues to reject the President’s re-
quest and to, instead, use our re-
sources, including the National Guard,
in an effort to strengthen our border
security and deport those who have
come here illegally.

United States immigration policies
are some of the most generous in the
world, but we simply cannot condone
illegal immigration. To that end, I will
continue to support by any means nec-
essary, whether legislative or legal, to
ensure our current laws are enforced
and to prevent this President from uni-
laterally implementing policies that
circumvent our rule of law.

——————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF TURKEY’S
INVASION OF CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) for 56 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mark an anniversary that has
pained the Cypriot and Hellenic com-
munities for 40 years.

On July 20, 1974, in a blatant viola-
tion of international law, Turkey vio-
lently invaded Cyprus and captured
much of the northern part of the is-
land. Since the invasion, Turkey has
occupied nearly 40 percent of Cyprus.
Settlers were sent to inhabit homes
that were previously owned by Greek
Cypriots, forcibly relocating 160,000
Greek Cypriots. Religious artifacts and
cultural relics have been destroyed in
the wake of the Turkish Army’s inva-
sion, and after 40 years of displace-
ment, they are now lost to time. Hun-
dreds of churches and monasteries have
been shamefully desecrated, losing all
sense of their historic and religious sig-
nificance.

Despite this neglect, the Republic of
Cyprus recognizes Turkish Cypriots as
citizens of the Republic of Cyprus, and
provides numerous benefits to them as
they would any citizen. Turkish Cyp-
riots are entitled to official passports,
which allow them to enjoy the benefits
of EU membership, including the free-
dom of movement within EU member
countries. Turkish Cypriots are recipi-
ents of free medical care from public
hospitals, and they are eligible for ben-
efits from the Republic’s Social Insur-
ance Scheme.

These policies have resulted in Greek
and Turkish Cypriots living among
each other with little trouble. Indeed,
there have been millions of crossings at
the Green Line without incident. So
why the Turkish troops? Why the con-
tinued occupation? Despite the in-
crease in citizen-level cohesion, the
“Cyprus problem’ remains a diplo-
matic challenge at the highest levels of
government.

Greek and Turkish Cypriots deserve
an end to this senseless division. In
February of this year, it looked like
progress was being made for legitimate
negotiations that would lead to a real
solution based on the rule of law. There
is potential for significant economic
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value from the discovery of offshore
gas reserves in the eastern Mediterra-
nean, which stand to benefit a unified
Cyprus. By reaping these natural re-
sources, Cyprus’ allies—the TUnited
States, Greece, Israel, and many Euro-
pean countries—will also flourish.

In the face of the optimism for finan-
cial recovery and other incentives to
unify, this year, Turkish Cypriot lead-
ers have refused to implement even the
simplest of confidence-building meas-
ures, which would be a sign of good
faith and would foster an atmosphere
of honest negotiation. The failure to
enact the most basic, practical steps
continues to impede a process for re-
unification that is long overdue. Words
lose their meaning when inaction is all
that follows.

Today, the United States stands in a
unique role as a friend of both Cyprus
and Turkey. As an honest broker to
both sides, we can help them see that a
unified future is far more promising
than the present. The United States’
relationship with all of its allies, Tur-
key included, must be based on shared
values and mutual respect. At the core,
the rule of law must be respected above
all else. It is our duty to continually
reinforce this message that 40 years of
illegal occupation is 40 years too long.

It is time for Turkey to engage in
sincere negotiations and in concrete
confidence-building measures instead
of going through the motions and cre-
ating more obstacles when tough deci-
sions are on the table. Both sides know
a solution will demand compromise
and cooperation. The time to talk is
nearing its end. The time to act is
here. Cyprus has long been a strong and
faithful ally of the United States, and
we owe our support for both peace and
the end of this illegal occupation.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 16, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
July 16, 2014 at 9:51 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 517.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 25
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

July 16, 2014

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS OF
FORMER MEMBERS PROGRAM

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings during the former Members
program be printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD and that all Members
and former Members who spoke during
the proceedings have the privilege of
revising and extending their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

The following proceedings were held
before the House convened for morn-
ing-hour debate:

UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEM-
BERS OF CONGRESS 2014 ANNUAL REPORT TO
CONGRESS
The meeting was called to order by

the Honorable Barbara Kennelly, vice

president of Former Members of Con-

gress Association, at 8:05 a.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of history, when former
Members return to Congress, it offers
an opportunity to reflect upon the
great heritage of representative gov-
ernment that is America’s historical
legacy.

The record of Congress holds old and
familiar stories, strong exhortations,
repeated corrections, and consoling
confirmations of hopes made real
through difficult but persistent com-
promise in the forming of enduring pro-
grams and legislation.

May the presence here of former
Members bring a moment of pause,
where current Members consider the
profiles they now form for future gen-
erations of Americans.

May all former Members be rewarded
for their contributions to this constitu-
tional Republic and continue to work
and pray that the goodness and justice
of this beloved country be proclaimed
to the nations.

Bless all former Members who have
died, as we especially remember today
Robert Roe of New Jersey, who passed
only yesterday. May their families and
their constituents be comforted during
a time of mourning.

And bless those here gathered, that
they may bring joy and hope to the
present age and supportive companion-
ship to one another. Together, we call
upon Your holy name, now and forever.

Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable Barbara Kennelly led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Ms. KENNELLY. We will be visited
by some Members of Congress, and as
they come in, I will recognize them.

Right now I recognize the chair, the
Honorable Connie Morella.

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Barbara.
It is always a distinct privilege to be
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