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Honor Flight participants as smooth and easy 
as possible. 

The commonsense legislation before us 
today is a step to achieving that goal. It sets 
in motion a process for expedited passenger 
screening services by TSA for veterans trav-
eling on an Honor Flight Network charter. It 
simply makes sense to authorize and facilitate 
collaboration between TSA and the Honor 
Flight Network to ensure that our veterans are 
treated with the respect they have earned and 
deserve when they come to visit the memo-
rials dedicated to their service. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 4812 as a token of appreciation for 
our veterans’ service. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. HUDSON) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4812, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EAST BENCH IRRIGATION DIS-
TRICT WATER CONTRACT EXTEN-
SION 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4508) to amend the East Bench Ir-
rigation District Water Contract Ex-
tension Act to permit the Secretary of 
the Interior to extend the contract for 
certain water services. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4508 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EAST BENCH IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

CONTRACT EXTENSION. 
Section 2(1) of the East Bench Irrigation 

District Water Contract Extension Act (Pub-
lic Law 112–139; 126 Stat. 390) is amended by 
striking ‘‘4 years’’ and inserting ‘‘10 years’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Montana (Mr. DAINES) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Hearing that water services delivery 

could be in jeopardy for 60,000 acres of 
some of the most productive farmland 
in my home State of Montana, I was 
happy to introduce this legislation 
that ensures that irrigation in south-
west Montana is protected. 

H.R. 4508 protects irrigation and 
water supplies in the Beaverhead Val-
ley by extending the district’s contract 
while an updated contract is pending 
approval by the Montana Water Court. 
This contract extension is necessary 
since the Montana court system is in 
the middle of conducting a necessary 
State-required review of the new con-
tract between the irrigation district 
and the United States. This bill does 
not prejudice the outcome of that ex-
amination but keeps in place the exist-
ing 1958 contract so area farmers and 
ranchers in the Beaverhead Valley of 
Montana have water supply certainty 
for nearly 60,000 acres. 

The legislation has no cost to the 
Federal Government and is based on 
congressional precedent. In fact, Con-
gress has extended this 1958 contract a 
number of times, since an extension 
provides an irrigation district with an 
absolute right under Federal law to ne-
gotiate a new contract with the Bureau 
of Reclamation. This bill simply adds 6 
additional years to the last extension, 
thereby extending the 1958 contract 
until December 31, 2019, or until a new 
contract is executed. 

This bill is the result of hard work 
that is being done in Montana. I espe-
cially want to thank Mr. Bill Hritsco 
and the East Bench Irrigation District 
for their leadership and for working 
with me on this legislation to provide 
Montana farmers and Montana ranch-
ers with much-needed certainty about 
their water supply. 

Mr. Hritsco, the Dillon, Montana- 
based attorney representing the Irriga-
tion District, provided expert testi-
mony on this bill before the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee earlier this 
year. The Irrigation District’s work 
with me on this bill represents how 
Montanans can roll up their sleeves 
and get good things done. As a result, 
water will continue to flow in the Bea-
verhead Valley’s fields for years to 
come if this legislation is enacted. I 
urge adoption of the bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-

mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4508, in-
troduced by the gentleman from Mon-
tana (Mr. DAINES), would extend the 
East Bench Irrigation District’s water 
contract, as he has said, for 6 years, 
pending a judicial ruling. The exten-
sion will allow the water to continue to 
be delivered to nearly 60,000 acres in 
the Beaverhead Valley of Montana, will 
protect the right for contract renewal, 
and will be useful to the residents of 
the area while the court confirmation 
process is given time for completion. 

I support this legislation. I ask my 
colleagues to support it as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
adoption of the bill, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
DAINES) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4508. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING EARLY REPAYMENT 
OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS TO BU-
REAU OF RECLAMATION 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4562) to authorize early repay-
ment of obligations to the Bureau of 
Reclamation within the Northport Irri-
gation District in the State of Ne-
braska. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4562 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EARLY REPAYMENT OF CONSTRUC-

TION COSTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

213 of the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (43 
U.S.C. 390mm), any landowner within the 
Northport Irrigation District in the State of 
Nebraska (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘District’’) may repay, at any time, the con-
struction costs of project facilities allocated 
to the landowner’s land within the District. 

(b) APPLICABILITY OF FULL-COST PRICING 
LIMITATIONS.—On discharge, in full, of the 
obligation for repayment of all construction 
costs described in subsection (a) that are al-
located to all land the landowner owns in the 
District in question, the parcels of land shall 
not be subject to the ownership and full-cost 
pricing limitations under Federal reclama-
tion law (the Act of June 17, 1902, 32 Stat. 
388, chapter 1093), and Acts supplemental to 
and amendatory of that Act (43 U.S.C. 371 et 
seq.), including the Reclamation Reform Act 
of 1982 (13 U.S.C. 390aa et seq.). 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—On request of a land-
owner that has repaid, in full, the construc-
tion costs described in subsection (a), the 
Secretary of the Interior shall provide to the 
landowner a certificate described in section 
213(b)(1) of the Reclamation Reform Act of 
1982 (43 U.S.C. 390mm(b)(1)). 

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section— 
(1) modifies any contractual rights under, 

or amends or reopens, the reclamation con-
tract between the District and the United 
States; or 

(2) modifies any rights, obligations, or re-
lationships between the District and land-
owners in the District under Nebraska State 
law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Montana (Mr. DAINES) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 
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