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dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Howard
County has received $91,360 in Harkin
grants. Similarly, schools in Howard
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $35,000.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency-response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to Iowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008. How-
ard County has received over $2.7 mil-
lion to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Howard County has received
more than $7.6 million from a variety
of farm bill programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as the meth-
amphetamine epidemic. Since 2001,
Howard County’s fire departments have
received over $1.5 million for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment and over $337,000 in public safety
dollars.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
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full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa—not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television, but in the full
participation of people with disabilities
in our society and economy, folks who
at long last have the opportunity to
contribute their talents and to be fully
included. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Howard County, both those with and
without disabilities. And they make us
proud to be a part of a community and
country that respects the worth and
civil rights of all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Howard County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in How-
ard County, to fulfill their own dreams
and initiatives. And, of course, this
work is never complete. Even after I
retire from the Senate, I have no inten-
tion of retiring from the fight for a bet-
ter, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always be
profoundly grateful for the opportunity
to serve the people of Iowa as their
Senator.e

————

WRIGHT COUNTY, IOWA

e Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, the
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic
development, make smart investments
to expand opportunity, and take the
initiative to improve the health and
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and
revitalization of so many communities
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts.

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take
pride in accomplishments that have
been national in scope—for instance,
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful
farm bills. But I take a very special
pride in projects that have made a big
difference in local communities across
my State.

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and
residents of Wright County to build a
legacy of a stronger local economy,
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity.
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Between 2001 and 2013, the creative
leadership in your community has
worked with me to successfully acquire
financial assistance from programs I
have fought hard to support, which
have provided more than $9.5 million to
the local economy.

Of course, one of my favorite memo-
ries of working together is the tremen-
dous success that the Iowa Specialty
Hospital Belmond had in obtaining a
$21.6 million Community Facility
Grant from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Rural Development Office
to renovate the hospital facility.

Among the highlights:

School grants: Every child in Iowa
deserves to be educated in a classroom
that is safe, accessible, and modern.
That is why, for the past decade and a
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—Dbetter
known among educators in Iowa as
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15
years, Harkin grants worth more than
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new
schools. In many cases, these Federal
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a
school district. Over the years, Wright
County has received $967,434 in Harkin
grants. Similarly, schools in Wright
County have received funds that I des-
ignated for Iowa Star Schools for tech-
nology totaling $25,000.

Disaster mitigation and prevention:
In 1993, when historic floods ripped
through Iowa, it became clear to me
that the national emergency-response
infrastructure was woefully inadequate
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood-
ravaged communities. I went to work
dramatically expanding the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps
communities reduce the loss of life and
property due to natural disasters and
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more
than helping people and businesses get
back on their feet after a disaster, it
means doing our best to prevent the
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future.
The hazard mitigation program that I
helped create in 1993 provided critical
support to Iowa communities impacted
by the devastating floods of 2008.
Wright County has received over $5
million to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters.

Agricultural and rural development:
Because I grew up in a small town in
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal
friend and fierce advocate for family
farmers and rural communities. I have
been a member of the House or Senate
Agriculture Committee for 40 years—
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including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have
championed farm policies for Iowans
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs;
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust
economic development in our rural
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the
farm bill, Wright County has received
more than $22 million from a variety of
farm bill loan and grant programs.

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately
trained and equipped, able to respond
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance,
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since
2001, Wright County’s fire departments
have received over $168,000 for fire-
fighter safety and operations equip-
ment.

Disability rights: Growing up, I loved
and admired my brother Frank, who
was deaf. But I was deeply disturbed by
the discrimination and obstacles he
faced every day. That is why I have al-
ways been a passionate advocate for
full equality for people with disabil-
ities. As the primary author of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA,
and the ADA Amendments Act, I have
had four guiding goals for our fellow
citizens with disabilities: equal oppor-
tunity, full participation, independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.
Nearly a quarter century since passage
of the ADA, I see remarkable changes
in communities everywhere I go in
Iowa not just in curb cuts or closed
captioned television, but in the full
participation of people with disabilities
in our society and economy, folks who
at long last have the opportunity to
contribute their talents and to be fully
included. These changes have increased
economic opportunities for all citizens
of Wright County, both those with and
without disabilities. And they make us
proud to be a part of a community and
country that respects the worth and
civil rights of all of our citizens.

This is at least a partial accounting
of my work on behalf of Towa, and spe-
cifically Wright County, during my
time in Congress. In every case, this
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the
State and local level, including in
Wright County, to fulfill their own
dreams and initiatives. And, of course,
this work is never complete. Even after
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as
their Senator.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JESSICA BARRON

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Jessica Barron, a 2013 sum-
mer intern in my Washington, DC, of-
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fice for all of the hard work she has
done for me, my staff, and the people of
the State of Florida.

Jessica is a rising senior at the Uni-
versity of South Florida in Tampa, FL.
Currently, she is majoring in mass
communications. Jessica is a dedicated
and diligent worker who has been de-
voted to getting the most out of her in-
ternship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Jessica for
all the fine work she has done and wish
her continued success in the years to
come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO TREVOR IGOE

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Trevor Igoe, a 2013 summer
intern in my Washington, DC, office for
all of the hard work he has done for
me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Trevor is a graduate of University of
Tampa, having majored in government
and world affairs. Trevor is a dedicated
and diligent worker who has been de-
voted to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Trevor for
all the fine work he has done and wish
him continued success in the years to
come.®

————

TRIBUTE TO DAVID FONSECA

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize David Fonseca, a 2013 sum-
mer intern in my Washington, DC, of-
fice for all of the hard work he has
done for me, my staff, and the people of
the State of Florida.

David is a freshman at Liberty Uni-
versity in Lynchburg, VA. Currently,
he is majoring in political science.
David is a dedicated and diligent work-
er who has been devoted to getting the
most out of his internship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to David for
all the fine work he has done and wish
him continued success in the years to
come.e®

————————

TRIBUTE TO JONATHAN GODOY

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Jonathan Godoy, a 2013
summer intern in my Washington, DC,
office for all of the hard work he has
done for me, my staff, and the people of
the State of Florida.

Jonathan is a student at the Univer-
sity of Chicago in Chicago, IL. Cur-
rently, Jonathan is majoring in polit-
ical science. Jonathan is a dedicated
and diligent worker who has been de-
voted to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Jonathan
for all the fine work he has done and
wish him continued success in the
years to come.®
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TRIBUTE TO SAM GRECO

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Sam Greco, a 2013 summer
intern in my Washington, DC, office for
all of the hard work he has done for
me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Sam is a junior at Georgetown Uni-
versity in Washington, DC. Currently,
he is majoring in international poli-
tics. Sam is a dedicated and diligent
worker who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Sam for all
the fine work he has done and wish him
continued success in the years to
come.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:51 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4719. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend
and expand the charitable deduction for con-
tributions of food inventory.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 6:42 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker had signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 15628. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to allow a veterinarian to
transport and dispense controlled substances
in the usual course of veterinary practice
outside of the registered location.

—————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 4719. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend
and expand the charitable deduction for con-
tributions of food inventory.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
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