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New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and service of
Waldwick, New Jersey, Police Officer
Christopher Goodell. Officer Goodell
was killed in the line of duty on July
17, 2014, when a truck hit his police
cruiser. He was just 32 years old.

Although Officer Goodell’s life was
tragically cut short, he lived a life of
purpose, serving both his community
and his country as well.

Officer Goodell was raised up in
Waldwick and graduated from
Waldwick High School, just back in the
year 2000. Shortly after September 11,
Officer Goodell enlisted in the U.S. Ma-
rines. Officer Goodell served in the
military for 5 years, even including a
tour of duty over in Iraaq.

After his military service, Officer
Goodell returned back to his hometown
of Waldwick, New Jersey, and joined
the Waldwick Police Department. He
took a special interest, if you will, in
discouraging teens from drinking and
driving.

He spoke about the dangers of drunk
driving back at Waldwick High School,
and he also ran an annual DWI preven-
tion course.

It was on June 11 of this year that Of-
ficer Goodell was recognized in the
State by the State chapters of Mothers
Against Drunk Driving, doing this for
all of his good service.

Thinking about it, Officer Goodell
truly had a bright future ahead of him.
Just last month, he had proposed to his
girlfriend, and they had plans to get
married in 2016, but now, he is survived
by his fiancee, a loving family, and an
endless number of friends.

Officer Goodell was truly a home-
town hero. He lived a life of purpose,
and he died serving and protecting the
community where he grew up. So I
come here today and I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Represent-
atives to join me today in paying trib-
ute to Officer Goodell.

We recognize, as we do this, that
words alone may be of little comfort to
the family and the friends of Chris-
topher Goodell. It is my hope that they
may find some solace, knowing that
our thoughts and our prayers will be
with them.

———

JOURNEYING THROUGH THE 23RD
DISTRICT OF TEXAS, THE TOWN
OF COTULLA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today, I
would like to continue the journey
through the vastness of the 23nd Dis-
trict of Texas and pass through a Texas
town with an early reputation for in-
famy. ‘‘Cotulla! Everybody get your
guns ready,” that is what train conduc-
tors would yell as they approached the
town of Cotulla, which was established
in 1881.

In spite of its infamous start, Cotulla
emerged from the roughness that is
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common to early Texas towns and be-
came an early indicator of the social
change that was to come to America,
taking on issues such as civil rights
and women'’s education.

Life in Cotulla inspired a very young
teacher, a man by the name of Lyndon
B. Johnson, who went on to serve as
our country’s 36th President, and in-
spired him to lead the fight for change.
President Johnson taught Mexican
Americans in Cotulla’s segregated pub-
lic schools.
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Early on, he understood how edu-
cation could pull a family out of gen-
erations of poverty and push them into
the middle class. LBJ, after his experi-
ence in Cotulla, once said:

This Nation could never rest while the
door to knowledge remained closed to any
American.

Education, the key that opens the
locks of success, found an early ally in
Cotulla. The town itself was founded by
a young entrepreneur by the name of
Joseph Cotulla, who was a Polish im-
migrant and a veteran of the Union
Army. He was willing to take the risk
of establishing a town after learning
that the International-Great Northern
Railroad intended to expand into La
Salle County. This willingness to risk
is still what makes our country great
today.

The town grew from an early farming
and ranching community into an en-
ergy boomtown in the 1950s. That still
continues today in the KEagle Ford
Shale area. Today, as in the past, the
folks in Cotulla work to secure Amer-
ica’s energy future, and by 2035, our en-
ergy deficit will be reduced to 4 per-
cent.

Today, many of the descendants of
Joseph Cotulla still live in the town.
The town has seen tremendous change
since its founding and its infamous
early reputation. In truth, we find a
small reflection of America in Cotulla:
a willingness to overcome adversity
and take risks to find success and to
achieve. Cotulla’s history also points
out that the fabric of American society
doesn’t always match our founding val-
ues, but in Cotulla, it set in place a de-
sire to change that.

I invite anyone who is visiting south
Texas to stop by Cotulla, to learn its
history, and to enjoy its hospitality.

————
PREVENTING EXPANSION OF DACA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise in support of a bill I intro-
duced to prevent the expansion of the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
program that was unlawfully created
by executive memo on August 15, 2012.
H.R. 5160 is the House companion to
legislation introduced by Senator TED
CRrUzZ of Texas and would freeze DACA
by defunding it.
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DACA promotes amnesty by using
prosecutorial discretion to allow ille-
gal immigrant children and those who
came here illegally as children a depor-
tation deferral to remain in the coun-
try for up to 2 years. The deferral pe-
riod is subject to renewal.

DACA also permits illegal aliens to
obtain work authorization, despite the
fact that they are not in the country
legally. This takes jobs away from
hardworking American taxpayers and
hurts our economy. According to ICE,
remittances from El Salvador, Guate-
mala, and Honduras are estimated to
cost the U.S. taxpayer $10 billion a
year.

Last month, DHS Secretary Johnson
announced that DACA would be ex-
tended and that those who have been
protected from deportation would have
a chance to renew their applications.

Democrats say that DACA is irrele-
vant because it only applies to illegal
immigrants who have been here since
2007, but let me tell you why DACA re-
form does matter.

First, the administration will expand
DACA. President Obama has instructed
DHS Secretary Johnson and Attorney
General Holder to come up with a list
of executive actions to address immi-
gration reform. DACA is going to be on
that list.

Second, DACA has given Central
American children false hope that they
will be able to obtain amnesty as those
before them have done.

DACA began in 2012, and the numbers
tell the story. In fiscal year 2013, there
was a 305 percent increase in the num-
ber of unaccompanied alien children
that came to the U.S. That figure is ex-
pected to increase by 1,381 percent in
fiscal year 2014. Yes, you heard me
right: 305 percent in 2013; 1,381 percent
in 2014. Those numbers are evidence of
the correlation between DACA and the
influx of unaccompanied alien children
coming to the U.S.

Just recently, I learned that the ad-
ministration secretly placed 760 unac-
companied alien children into Ten-
nessee. This was done despite assur-
ances I had received from the adminis-
tration that alien children were not in
Tennessee. Indeed, the administration
appears extremely organized and eager
when it comes to resettling the illegal
immigrants in this country. I wish
they were as eager and organized about
addressing the concerns of our vet-
erans, some who have died while on the
VA waiting list.

Sadly, the President and the Demo-
crats have moved from the party of
“‘yes, we can’ to the party of ‘‘because
we can.” DACA provides another exam-
ple of how the President is using execu-
tive action to circumvent Congress.

Soon, if he continues on this path, we
won’t need legislators or the courts.
The President will make the law, inter-
pret the law, and then, if he chooses,
enforce the law. The Obama doctrine of
lawlessness is cracking the foundation
of our democracy. It is shredding the
Constitution and consolidating power
within the executive branch.
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