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Medicare, one of the most popular and suc-
cessful social insurance programs in the his-
tory of the United States.

When President Lyndon Johnson signed it
into law on July 30, 1965, less than 50 per-
cent of seniors had health insurance and 35
percent lived in poverty.

Now, over 52.4 million Americans are given
health care benefits regardless of their condi-
tion or income.

This includes over 40 million Americans age
65 or above and 9 million disabled Americans
receiving Social Security benefits.

Medicare saves lives and money, and here
is why.

Since its creation Medicare has provided
comprehensive health care coverage for the
senior citizens who cannot afford it.

Without Medicare, most seniors would not
have insurance and be unable to afford health
care due to high costs or pre-existing condi-
tions.

It provides 37 million seniors prescription
drug coverage and offers free preventive
health screenings, including mammograms, di-
abetes, or cancer screenings now thanks to
the Affordable Care Act.

Medicare is not welfare. It is an cost-effec-
tive social program that works.

In combination with the Affordable Care Act,
| believe that Medicare’s future is even bright-
er.
These improved benefits include incentives
for doctors and health care providers to co-
ordinate more smoothly, reduce waste and
fraud, and lower out of pocket costs for bene-
ficiaries.

Forty-nine years after its inception, the pro-
gram continues to do its job and | hope that
we can continue to support it.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, the situation on our southern border
and the influx of unaccompanied migrant chil-
dren is both tragic and alarming.

As the House and Senate debate this mat-
ter, it's important for us to recognize several
areas of discussion that demand our attention.

To start, Mr Speaker, we know this influx
has been building for some time and that over
the last several months it has grown at an
even faster pace.

Before 2009, the flow of unaccompanied
children attempting to cross the border was
less than 10,000 per year.

These numbers have increased dramatically
over the last few years. While recent esti-
mates over the past month appear to indicate
the flow is subsiding, we remain on pace to
exceed 90,000 children for 2014.

We also know that more than 90 percent of
all these children come from just three coun-
tries—EIl Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras.

While economic conditions in this region
have been poor for quite some time, they
have not significantly changed in the last few
years.

We also know that a law passed in 2008
with the best of intentions—the William Wilber-
force Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthor-
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ization—is making it more difficult to return un-
accompanied children to their families.

Unlike illegal immigrants from Mexico, who
are required by law to be processed and
promptly returned home, the 2008 law guaran-
tees minors from these countries a court date
and mandates extensive assistance for tem-
porary relocation as they wait out their pend-
ing appeal.

We also know that a large number of these
individuals evade attending these proceedings,
and that ultimately, few minors are sent home.
In fact, most are able to stay for years, and a
large number remain permanently.

According to Immigration and Customs En-
forcement data, only 1,669 children were de-
ported in 2013 despite more than 26,000 ap-
prehensions.

These statistics are stunning, Mr. Speaker.

There is no wonder that according to inter-
views conducted by the Department of Home-
land Security that more than 90 percent of
these children expect they will be able to stay
in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, what's even more concerning
is how many of the Obama Administration’s
policies have not helped the current crisis.

For example, the President’s 2012 policy for
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals gives
these families hope that they might receive
some sort of amnesty. This policy not only is
detrimental to the rule of law and an over-
reach of executive authority, but it also sends
the wrong signal.

Mr. Speaker, all of this is a stark reminder
of just how flawed the President and Senate’s
immigration reform bill is. Granting amnesty to
11 million illegal immigrants would merely
serve to reinforce the perceptions that if you
come to the U.S. illegally you will be re-
warded—and not only with a hearing, but full
legalization. This does not help the current sit-
uation, to say the least.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, billions in new
spending as the President has requested will
not reverse the perceptions of a lenient en-
forcement environment in the U.S.

Alternatively, what we do know is that this
administration—and every administration—
must do more to secure the border.

What we do know, Mr. Speaker, is that we
must do more to stem this migration influx,
which should include changes to the 2008 traf-
ficking law.

What we do know, Mr. Speaker, is that we
must do more to leverage our relations with
Central America to support the expedited re-
turn of these children in a humane fashion.

What we do know Mr. Speaker, is that we
need the White House to enforce the laws,
better secure our border, and to put aside po-
litical games and actually start working with
Congress in a bipartisan manner.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable person,
Mr. Isaac Palmer.

Mr. Isaac Palmer was born on May 23,
1914 in Sharkey County, Mississippi, the old-
est of nine children born to the late Reverend
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Littleton and Frances Nathaniel Palmer. Mr.
Palmer was married to the late Vera Lee Bell
Palmer for over 50 years. He has eight chil-
dren: Betty, Geraldine, Odell, Isaac Lavelle,
Nina, Patricia, David (deceased) and Fred (de-
ceased).

Mr. Palmer wanted to attend school badly;
but, he had to leave school when he was
twelve years old, in the 6th grade, to work on
the farm and help provide for his younger sis-
ters and brothers. However, he didn’t let this
stop him. He learned to read, write and speak
more fluently by studying the Holy Bible. Mr.
Palmer was a “jack of all trades”, doing things
like driving tractors, farming, welding and
being a mechanic, just to name a few.

At an early age, Mr. Palmer accepted Christ
as his Savior. He was an active member of
New Hope Baptist Church in Blanton, Mis-
sissippi, where he served as Senior Deacon
and Superintendent of the Sunday school for
many years. During this time, he led many
children, friends and acquaintances to Christ.
He has been and remains a laborer for Christ
for more than 85 years.

Though Mr. Palmer only had a 6th grade
education, he remains passionate about help-
ing and encouraging his children and other
young people to get as much education as
possible. To help out, he would drive his own
children to and from Alcorn and Jackson State
Universities, as well as their friends who lived
in the area (free of charge), after working all
day.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Isaac Palmer for his dedica-
tion to serving and giving back to his family
and community.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today | intro-
duced a bill to amend section 218 of the So-
cial Security Act to allow for the governments
of Guam and American Samoa to enter into
voluntary agreements for Social Security and
Medicare coverage for their local government
employees. This bill provides parity to Guam
and American Samoa with each of the 50
states and other territories.

Section 218 of the Social Security Act au-
thorizes the Social Security Administration and
State governments to enter into voluntary
agreements to provide Social Security and
Medicare Hospital Insurance (HI) or Medicare
Hl-only coverage for State and local govern-
ment employees. Under the current statute,
the governments of the 50 states, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands are eligible to
enter into these agreements with the Social
Security Administration; however the District of
Columbia, Guam, and America Samoa are
specifically excluded from the definition of
“State” for this section of the law. All 50
states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands
have entered into a Section 218 agreement to
cover some or all of their government employ-
ees.

Guam and America Samoa’s exclusion from
this section prevents our local governments
from entering into a similar agreement with the
Social Security Administration. It prevents gov-
ernment employees in Guam from receiving
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