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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
IN RECOGNITION OF THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2014
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this
month marks the fortieth anniversary of the
Legal Services Corporation, a private, nonprofit corporation established by Congress to
ensure equal access to justice under law for
all Americans.
Since 1974, LSC has been on the frontlines
of providing civil legal aid for low-income
Americans. By funding legal aid in hundreds of
offices across the country, LSC has made a
critical difference in the lives of countless
Americans.
Whether helping homeowners prevent foreclosures, fighting for veterans and workers’
rights to receive the benefits they have duly
earned, or helping mothers obtain child support or protection from abuse, LSC has provided funding for legal aid attorneys to protect
the safety, security, and health of our most
vulnerable citizens through qualified counsel.
Alarmingly, more than fifty percent of eligible
clients seeking assistance are turned away
due to a lack of program resources.
Equal justice for all is not just an aspiration;
it is a guarantee to every American regardless
of race, gender, socio-economic status, and
creed. We can do better, and we must do better.
On this anniversary, I salute the Legal Services Corporation, and I call on my colleagues
to protect its program resources.
f

HONORING LT. COL. MATT URBAN

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN

jbell on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with REMARKS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2014
Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the life of Lt. Col. Matt Urban and to recognize
his service to our great nation. As a veteran
of World War II, I understand the great sacrifices made by the ‘‘greatest generation’’ and
their families. Lt. Col. Urban is a true American hero and is worthy of recognition by this
body.
Lt. Col. Urban is one of the most decorated
soldiers of our time. He has received the
Medal of Honor, Silver Star, Legion of Merit
and the Purple Heart, among others. After enlisting in the Army on July 2, 1941, Lt. Col.
Urban fought in six campaigns in World War
II in the Mediterranean and European theaters. On September 3, 1944, after exposing
himself to enemy fire while destroying two
tanks with a bazooka, he was critically wounded and medically evacuated from battle. The
following year, a fellow soldier recommended
him for the Medal of Honor for his heroic ac-

tions in battle. Unfortunately, this letter was
not received by the Army, which resulted in a
great delay in recognizing his valor. However,
thanks to hard work by his family, friends and
supporters, Lt. Col Urban was awarded the
Medal of Honor by President Jimmy Carter on
July 19, 1980. He passed away on March 4,
1995.
The citation for his Medal of Honor states
that Lt. Col. Urban deserves to be honored
‘‘for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at
risk of life above and beyond the call of duty.’’
On August 23, 2014, his family will gather at
Arlington National Cemetery for a wreath laying ceremony and celebration of his life. I join
them in honoring Lt. Col. Matt Urban for his
heroism in battle and many sacrifices he made
on behalf of our great nation. I urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing this great
American.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR.
EDWARD ‘‘ED’’ MOSLEY

HON. JIM COSTA

In addition to his contributions made in the
healthcare industry, Ed was also very active
throughout the community. For 13 years, he
served on the State Center Community College Board. Governor George Deukmejian appointed Ed as a delegate to the Electoral College in 1972, making him the first AfricanAmerican to be appointed. He also became a
member of the Blue Ribbon Commission for
the Master Plan for Higher Education. Finally,
he served on the Fresno Mayor’s commission
on Bi-Racial relations.
Ed will be greatly missed by his wife of 48
years, Marian; his children, Cary, Kia, Rennie,
Christopher, and Caroline; his grandchildren,
Michael, Drew, Mariah, Kyle, Dominique, Rory,
Maddie, Donovan, and Liam; and his two
great-grandchildren, Ben and Jack.
Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Representatives to honor the life of Dr. Ed Mosley,
a community leader and humanitarian. His
presence will undoubtedly be missed, but his
impact and legacy in the San Joaquin Valley
will never be forgotten.

OF CALIFORNIA

f

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2014
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Dr. Edward ‘‘Ed’’
Mosley. His service to our community, and the
contributions he made to our state and nation
will always be remembered.
In 1924, Ed was born in Chicago, Illinois.
He grew up during a time when skin color affected a person’s opportunities, but Ed pushed
past the barriers. Ever since he was a young
child, obtaining a higher education was a primary focus for Ed. In 1944, he graduated from
the University of Illinois and continued onto
medical school at Meharry Medical College.
He completed his medical internship at Harlem
Hospital in New York and his residency at
Tuskegee Veterans Hospital in Alabama. In
addition, Ed also taught English at the
Tuskegee Institute.
Ed also served in the United States military
as a Captain in the Army. He exhibited great
leadership, determination, and love for his
country. An extended tour in Korea truly highlighted his bravery and commitment to the values that he and this country represent.
Ed established his medical office in Fresno,
California. He served residents from throughout the San Joaquin Valley for 50 years. Ensuring that individuals had access to adequate
healthcare was one of Ed’s greatest priorities
which led him to create the West Fresno
Health Care Coalition, now known as the West
Fresno Family Resource Center. Ed served as
president of the board for 15 years. Due to
Ed’s dedication and commitment to the West
Family Resource Center, the organization has
provided thousands of individuals and families
with resources to better their lives. Ed is also
responsible for the collaboration between doctors to create the Westview Convalescent
Hospital in Fresno.

HONORING TOM HOM

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2014
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, I would like to recognize Tom Hom, a
man who has made it his life’s work to better
the city of San Diego. As the American-born
son of Chinese immigrants, Tom saw firsthand
the discrimination that Asian Americans experienced in the U.S. in the early 20th century as
his parents worked tirelessly to build a better
life for their twelve children. Despite immense
obstacles, Tom rose to success, all the while
giving back to his family and his community.
In 1963, Tom Hom was elected to the San
Diego City Council, becoming the city’s first
minority councilmember, and he went on to
serve in the California State Assembly. As a
councilman, and later as a businessman, Tom
helped reinvigorate downtown San Diego,
transforming our skid row into the vibrant
Gaslamp Quarter that now draws businesses
and visitors from around the country. He was
instrumental in founding the San Diego Chinese Historical Museum, which documents the
culture and contributions of our city’s ChineseAmerican community, and he remains an influential figure in the San Diego business and
philanthropic communities.
Tom’s vision and hard work have shaped
San Diego into the city it is today, and his
generosity and humility in the face of such
success are inspiring. Tom Hom’s journey
from Chinatown to the California statehouse
truly embodies the American Dream.
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HONORING TOMMY ‘‘MR. NOTTIE’’
GUNNS, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI

jbell on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with REMARKS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 31, 2014
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a man of noble character from Shaw, MS in Bolivar County.
I believe that when you give honor and recognition to someone they should truly deserve
it. I am always happy when I meet someone
or hear their story about overcoming, rising
from obscurity, coming from meager beginnings but leaving a legacy although unaware;
which doesn’t get the recognition and thanks
it really deserves. This is why I want to honor
Mr. Tommy Gunns, Jr. a man of ‘‘noble’’ character.
Childhood: Nottie was originally from Egypt,
MS in Chickasaw County, MS. He was born in
the year 1900 to Mr. Tommy Gunns, Sr. and
Mrs. Alberta Gunns. Nottie was raised in a
home with his mother, his only sister named
Alma, and his stepfather, ‘‘Mr. Brick’’. His parents were sharecroppers and struggled; which
was the backdrop for an unstable home environment that easily led to abuse. And Nottie
was often times the one subjected to the
abuse (verbal and physical) by his stepfather.
Since his mother could not protect him and
because of years of abuse, he developed the
drive early in life to want ‘‘better,’’ so he
planned to run away, someday. In his plan, he
always included Alma, his young sister.
The day came when he ran away and took
Alma with him, never returning home. Nottie
ran away and arrived in Shaw, MS in 1914.
He was just a young teenager when he ran
away. When Nottie arrived in Shaw, he
worked as many odd jobs as he could find
and raised his sister alone; vowing to never let
anyone else abuse him or his little sister. In
fact, he was so protective of her that he never
eased up until he had approved of the man
she married. He had to be assured the man
was not abusive and was a good provider for
Alma.
A Young Man and Family Man: As a young
man working in Shaw he was able to acquire
many skills and a reputation as a fast learner,
hard worker, and a person of good moral
character, which equated to a nonsense type
of reputation. He was still determined to have
a better life and wanted to be respected and
treated like a man so he carried himself like a
man. Nottie eventually earned that reputation
and people began calling him Mr. Nottie or Mr.
Gunns. Some of the jobs he worked included
driving trucks to haul logs, a loader at the
Shaw lumber yard, and sharecropping as a
small farmer. While working at the Shaw lumber yard, he learned the skill of carpentry; and
became known as a master carpenter around
Shaw. Everyone wanted him to do their work.
Mr. Gunns eventually met and married,
Nancy Hunt of Shaw, MS. The couple had ten
children, 2 died shortly after child birth. Mr.
Gunns wanted a big loving family that was full
of happy times but serious about life. He directed his journey and based goals in life on
his childhood, all that he never had, he was
determined to experience before dying. His
and Nancy’s children are Berna ‘‘BB’’ GunnsWilliams, Nathaniel ‘‘Baby Sister’’ GunnsClark, Tommy ‘‘Win’’ Gunns, Jr. (although he
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is the 3rd), Christine Gunns-Gardner, Torries
Gunns, Maurine ‘‘Morgan’’ Gunns-Gray, Shirley Ann ‘‘Shelly’’ Gunns-Juette, and Lonnie
Lee Gunns.
As a husband, father, and community member, Mr. Gunns saw the need to become more
involved. You see he wanted to be a role
model for his children; he wanted to make
sure they had a good upbringing and education, so he felt he needed to get involved in
the community and help make it happen. Mr.
Gunns served as a volunteer fireman for the
city. He wasn’t trying to be a hero or win a
popularity campaign; he just wanted a better
life for his children. Mr. Gunns number one
priority was education for all colored children.
Since he was very vocal about education he
was asked to become a member of the Board
of Trustees for the Shaw Colored School.
The Shaw Colored School only educated
children to the 8th grade. Beyond 8th grade
the colored children had to travel to Greenville
or surrounding towns for a high school education. Mr. Gunns helped changed that. He
convinced the Board of Trustees to agree to
vote on establishing a curriculum for 9th
through 12th grades for Shaw students to be
able to get their high school education. So,
under his tutelage the first high school graduating class from the Shaw Colored High
School was in 1949.
How did he do it? Mr. Gunns had an
unyielding faith. That was the same faith that
brought him as a young teenage runaway with
his little sister, Alma, safely to Shaw, MS during the early 1900s. His faith in God provided
him with jobs to take care of himself and his
sister as a young boy, alone in the Mississippi
Delta. His ability to pick up on things and learn
fast paid off because he became that master
carpenter. His daughter, Maurine said he
could build a house from the ground up. He
was a devoted member and deacon of the
Strangers Home M.B. Church in Shaw, where
he was laid to rest for eternity. And those trying times were no match for his common
sense, the old folks called it ‘‘mother wit’’ for
survival. It was the foundation of his approach
on how to survive in life:
Financial Policy—never spend all your
money. Save some for a rainy day.
Child Rearing—everybody has a role and
place. Only adults are in charge and children
are to stay in their place and do as they are
told. He called it his no nonsense approach to
raising children. He would often paraphrase
Proverbs 13:24, by saying ‘‘Spare the rod and
spoil the child.’’
Preparation—your future depends on your
education. ‘‘All my children are going to college. I had enough children to work and chip
in to help pay for everyone’s college,’’ he
would say.
The End: The first of Mr. Gunns children to
go to college was Berna at the age of 16. This
was made possible by two reasons: (1) everyone in the family picked and chopped cotton,
and (2) his financial policy of saving money.
The children all knew their earnings went to
their parents to help provide for the family and
save for college. Berna went to Tuskegee Institute in 1950 in Tuskegee, AL. Berna graduated before he died. He was able to see the
first of his children to get a college education.
His daughter, Berna remembers her father
and mother faces as they watched her graduate with all her sisters and brothers watching
as well. They knew they had to do it too.
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Berna went on to become a self-employed,
self-made millionaire. She started her own
company ‘‘Scrubbles Janitorial Service’’ in her
home and grew it to become a multi-million
dollar company in Washington, DC. She was
able to live that better life because of her fathers’ determination to clear the path.
Mr. Gunns didn’t live to see another one of
his children to go to college, he died in 1954
but he had already planted the seeds for success. Everyone in the family knew their place
and role. Mrs. Gunns, his wife and eldest
daughter, Berna carried on his mantra for
every child of his going to college. Mrs. Gunns
continued to work as the cafeteria manager
and cook for the Shaw Colored School.
Tommy, his eldest son, became the father
figure for his siblings. Since his father had
taught him the carpentry trade, Tommy was
able to get his father’s job at the Shaw Lumber Yard. It was a year later in 1958 that he
got the job because graduating from high
school was priority in 1957. The family never
missed a check; he knew the money was
going to help pay for his siblings to finish high
school and attend college. Tommy eventually
went to college in 1959 by getting a job with
Mississippi Vocational College (now called
Mississippi Valley State University—MVSU)
driving the school bus picking up students in
Bolivar and Sunflower County. That was one
of the ways he was able to pay his way
through college, as well as it served as his
transportation to and from the College. The
other way was when Dean Isaac offered him
a work study job to help build other buildings
on campus (i.e., the auditorium, and campus
maintenance) because he had seen his work
as a student. As a requirement for graduation,
Tommy had to build something to show he
had mastered his trade. But the requirement
was reconsidered when he drove his instructor
to Shaw and showed him the house he built
along with the blueprint he had drawn. When
asked how, Tommy told him ‘‘My Dad is a
master carpenter and he taught me this stuff
a long time ago.’’ That house was for his best
friend, Roy Magee and the family still lives
there. In fact, Tommy still has the blueprints
he drew. Tommy was a part of the team that
built the first house on campus for the first
president of Mississippi Valley State University, Dr. James H. White. The house now
serves as the National Alumni House on the
campus of the University. Tommy did not
graduate until 1964 because of split session
with his degree in Industrial Arts. He became
the Industrial Art instructor for the Shaw
School District, working for 30 years until his
retirement.
All of Mr. Gunns children went to college
and became very successful in their own
rights with good jobs, homes, cars, money to
send their children to college, and blessed to
see retirement, etc. But Berna and Tommy
stood out as the oldest daughter and son after
their father’s death. As for Mr. Gunns master
carpentry skills, his son, Tommy and grandson, Undra Gunns (son of Torries and Dorothy
Washington-Gunns) acquired that skill. So, he
lives on in many ways and in many accomplishments without even trying to do so, he left
a legacy.
One more mention on how did he do it? Mr.
Gunns received only a 2nd grade education.
He never learned to read or write. But, his
stepfather, ‘‘Mr. Brick’’ taught him how to
count. And passed that on to his children by
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