August 1, 2014

CRISIS ON THE BORDER

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, the
second issue I would like to talk about
is my colleagues in the House are try-
ing to find their way to pass legislation
regarding the crisis on the border.
They tried yesterday. They failed.
They are back at it again.

I thank Speaker BOEHNER, from the
Republican point of view, for not leav-
ing town until we have a solution in a
Republican-controlled House. It has
been hard to find. It is an emotional
issue. It is a difficult issue on many
levels. The human suffering of the chil-
dren—everybody is moved by that, as
we should be. But we cannot
incentivize these three countries in
question to keep sending their children
here, putting their children at risk,
and overrunning our systems. That is
not the way to deal with our neighbor.

So the House hopefully will pass leg-
islation reforming the 2008 law that
needs to be reformed to make children
from Guatemala, El Salvador, Hon-
duras, that region subject to the same
laws as if you came from Mexico, and
they are putting money aside to deal
with the deportation problem and the
humanitarian crisis.

If they can pass a solution to this
problem, I am urging the majority
leader of the Senate to bring us back in
because we should not be gone for 5
weeks with something this important
left unresolved. You may not agree
with the House, but let’s take up their
proposal, amend it, vote on it, vote it
up or vote it down, take the prior
Democratic proposal, allow amend-
ments to be had on both sides of the
aisle, and see if we can find common
ground on dealing with the border.

The President at one time embraced
changes in the 2008 law. That has to be
done or we will never solve the prob-
lem.

I do not mind spending money in a
humanitarian fashion as long as we are
spending money to solve the problem,
not perpetuate it. So if the House can
find its way in offering a solution to
the border crisis, I am urging my
Democratic colleagues who control
this body to act. Let’s not be gone for
5 weeks. Bring us all back. See if we
can find a solution among ourselves in
the Senate, talk to our colleagues in
the House and solve the problem.

It is within our power to do so. I
know we can get there. I know there
are at least five or six Democrats who
understand throwing money at the
problem without changing the 2008 law
gets you nowhere. There are plenty of
people on our side who understand a
humanitarian crisis does exist. Let’s
marry these forces and see if we can
come up with a bipartisan compromise
in the Senate.

The only way you can do that is to be
allowed to offer amendments and de-
bate. I cannot think of a problem more
dramatic facing the Nation right now
in terms of a crisis than what is hap-
pening on our border: 50,000 unaccom-
panied children, the spike in people

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

coming from Central America after
President Obama unilaterally gave am-
nesty to children already here. No mat-
ter how well intentioned, it has created
the belief in that part of the world that
if you make it to America you can
stay.

We want you to understand there is a
legal way to get to America. Just do
not show up on the doorstep and ask to
be taken in. That is not a way for our
Nation to have to deal with people
wanting to come to this Nation. So I
hope we will not be gone for 5 weeks
with this problem unaddressed.

If the House can get its act together
and pass a solution to the problem, it
would be incumbent, in my view, upon
the Senate to reconvene, deal with the
House proposal, come up with one of
our own, and engage the House to solve
this problem. Five weeks is a very long
time to be away from a problem this
important.

As to the August break, contrary to
what a lot of people may believe, we do
not all go on vacation. We try to take
some time for ourselves and our fami-
lies. But it is a chance to go visit other
parts of the world, to get informed on
problems that can come here in terms
of affecting our national security. Situ-
ations over there are going to come
here if we do not deal with them re-
sponsibly. It is a chance to do things in
your State. So people are very busy
during August. They try to capture
some time for themselves. But at the
end of the day, 5 weeks is way too long
to be absent from Washington as the
crisis on the border gets worse. If the
House can find a solution to this prob-
lem, I am urging the Democratic-con-
trolled Senate to bring us back, take
up their solution, vote it up, vote it
down, bring back the Senate bill, allow
it to be amended so we can find con-
sensus. Consensus is there if we want
to find it.

I appreciate the Presiding Officer’s
voice on national security. The Pre-
siding Officer has been a stalwart
friend of Israel in trying to find a way
forward regarding the problems the
Ukrainian people face. I hope we can
find a solution to our border crisis. But
a final thought as to Israel: Today
could be a very good day for the U.S.-
Israel relationship. It started in the
Senate. I hope my House colleagues
will pass the Iron Dome legislation
that we passed by unanimous consent
today. The House needs to get this
done so the President can sign this into
law.

To my colleagues in the House:
Please take up Iron Dome. Let’s get
this right.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mrs. BOXER. I ask that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

S5321

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 2673

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, we all
know that our ally Israel is in a fight
for survival because a terrorist group,
so named by the United States and Eu-
rope, is at war with Israel right now.
We remember how it all started, with
the kidnapping of three Israeli boys
and the torture and the deaths, and
Hamas praised that. Tragically, there
was a revenge Killing, and the Israeli
Government arrested the Israelis re-
sponsible for that and they are going to
face justice, while Hamas praises—
praises—what happened.

Today I spoke to the Ambassador,
and this is what I heard him say—and
I haven’t fact-checked this, but as I un-
derstand it there was a cease-fire in
place, all sides agreed everything was
clear. Israel was going to be allowed to
clear out the tunnels which are being
used to open to Hamas the country of
Israel, where they go under the ground
and they have one objective—to Kkill
Israelis, to torture them, to Kkidnap
them. No country—no country—could
ever live with that, no country—not
our country.

Imagine if we had 100 rockets a day
coming from Mexico or Canada or from
the sea, either side. We would never
ever sit back for that. We would never
sit back if under our great cities we
had terrorists building tunnels so they
could sneak in suicide bombers to kill
our people.

Here we had a cease-fire, and I know
the Secretary of State worked hard.
Yet and still what happened, even
though it was known that Israel was
permitted to continue clearing out
these tunnels, a suicide bomber blew
himself up, killed Israeli soldiers and
someone else grabbed and kidnapped—
we think—we think—an Israeli soldier.
We don’t know all the facts on it. This
must be condemned.

We have a bill, Senator BLUNT and I,
and it has 81 cosponsors on it. It is the
Israeli American strategic partnership
act, and it will send a strong signal
today that we stand with Israel. We
want peace. We want justice. We want
a good life for the Israelis and the Pal-
estinian people. But you cannot do it
when you have a terrorist organization
running, in essence, the Gaza Strip.

In this bill Senator BLUNT and I have
worked on, there is a visa waiver sec-
tion, and I want to go over that be-
cause I fear we may have objections to
this. I am hoping not, I still hope we
won’t, but in this visa waiver section it
does three things: First, it expresses
the sense of the Senate that Israel
should be designated as a program
country under the Visa Waiver Pro-
gram.

Second, it urges United States en-
gagement with Israel to help it meet
the requirements of the waiver pro-
gram; 1i.e., when Israelis come over
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